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^ Copy ofaDifpalchiinomlxta'dHa'^^ 
- ' to J. H. Frere Efquire, dated Downing- 

Strcct, iflOdober i8©l. 

■ Sir, ' ■ " ■ -, •■ •■> '^^ 

'IpHE ^ccuftomed poUddtl Reladom between this 
Cpimtry and Spain being fe-eftafiliflied, it is 
important diat I fhould inform you of fhe I^e of 
Ocmduft which it will be proper for you to ,^l^p!tg 
and of the Language which you ought to hold in 
your Communicadons with the Spanifh Govern- 
ment, as His Majefty's Minifter at Madrid. 

Tou will omit no Opportunity of afluring the 
Minifters of His Catholic Majefty, conformably 
to your Inftruftions, of the fincere and anxious 
Defire of the King to cultivate a good Underftnding 
between the two Countries ; and, in order to give a 
full £ffe£t to thef^ Sentiments, you will manifeft, 
in all your Proceedings, the moft friendly and con- 
ciliatory Conduct. 

* - , 'l . : B There 
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There are three Objeds of different Value in 
themfelves, which you fhould always bear in Miad 
in your jCommuniqitions with the Spanifh Goyerxi- 
roent, and which you will bring forward ias Cir- 
cumftances will permit. 

The firft would be to eftabliih an unreferved 
Confidence, and a friendly Connexion between our 
two Governments j this, though highly defirable, 
may be attended with bfurmountable Difficulties 
honx the Prevalence either of the French Interefl 
in the Spaniih Councils, or from the Dread of 
French Power. The Succefs of it will depend 
in a great Meafure upon the Chara&ers and Dif- 
pofition of the Spanifh Minifters/ The Ol3Je& is, 
however fo important, that no Means, to which 
we can with Prudence refort, ought to be negleded 
for its Accomplifhment. The fecond Objeft would 
be to fecure the Neutrality of Spain in the Event 
of another War between His Majefly and France. 
All the Reafoning applied to the fM .Object will 
be applicable, in a ftili greater Degree^ to th&fecond: 
and there may be Circimifbnces under which this • 
Objeft may be attainable, when the firfl mufl 
be aeceffarily abandoned. The third Objeft pro- 
ceeds upon the Groimd of the Two formfer being 
found impradicable, and of the Impoflibility of 
diffolving the Coime£kion which has fubfiiled be- 
tween France and Spain. In that Cafe our utmofl 
Endeavours fhould be ufed to render Spain, in the 
Event of a War, an unwilling and tardy Enemy. 
It is fcarcely neceffary for me to inform you, that 

much 
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much' would be obtained even by Succefs in this 
P^cular, for if, in the Event of a War, the Spanilh 
Government could be induced to enter, even flowljr, 
into the Views of France, and to create as many 
Delays as poffible by Negotiation before they bad 
Becourfe to Hoflilities, His Majefty would have the 
Advantage of being able to dxtcQt the Whole of 
His Force in the firft Inilance againft France, and 
would not be under the Neceflity, at the Commence- 
ment of a War, when the difpofeable Naval Force 
of diis Country is neceflarily Icfs confideirable than 
it is at fucceeding Periods, of diverting^ this Force 
to too many Quarters, at the Time when He i« 
leaft prepared. Thefe different Objefts are to be 
preferred in the Order in which they ftand, and 
His Majefty relies on your Zeal to give Effedt to 
die Inftrufidons He has given you rcfpe^ting them. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) HAWKESBURY. 
]• H. Frere Efquire, 
&c. &c. &c. 



No. 2. 
Copy of a Difpatch from Lord Hawkefbury 

to J. H. Frere Efquire, dated Downing 

Street, 27th Oftober 1802. 

Sir, 

CiNCE I wrote my laft Difpatch, No. i. Events 

have occurred which may poflibly lead to a 

Rupture between His Majefty and the French 
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Government. I think it important that you (hould 
be apprifed of them ; and I therefore inclofe you a 
Copy of the Note Verbalc which I prefented to 
M« Otto, on the Affairs of Switzerland, and of the 
]nftru£Uons which have been given to Mr. Moore 
on the fame SubjeO:. You will confider thefe 
Gommimications as made to you in the ftrideft 
Confidence ; but if, as may be expeded, any Con- 
verfation Ihould arife between you and the Spanifh 
Government on the Subjed, you will not fail to 
reprefent the Syflem of Encroachment and Aggran- 
dizement which has been invariably manifefled by, 
the French Government fince the Conclufion of 
the Definitive Treaty, in its proper Colours, and 
how efiential it is that every independent State 
ihould unite in refifting the exorbitant Pretenfions 
of France. You will conform yourfelf, in your 
Communications on this Subjed, as much as pof- 
fible to the general Inftrudions contained in my Dif- 
patch. No. I. ; and you will, above all, endeavour 
to imprefs upon the Spanifli Government His 
Majefty's anxious Defire that; in the Event of a 
War between Him and France, the Court of Madrid 
may be induced at leaft to preferve a ftrift Neutrality, 
and His Majefty's Determination, in that Cafe, to 
rdped that Neutrality by every Means in His^ 
Power. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) HAWKESBURY. 
J. H. Frert Efquux, 
&c* &c* &c. 

No. 3. 
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No. 3. 

Extraft of a Difpatch fromLordHawkefbury 

to J. H. Frere Efquire, dated Downing 

Street, 20th May 1803. 
Sir, 

VOUR feveral Difpatches to No. 12. inclufive^ 
have been received and laid before the King. 

I fend you inclofed for your Information the Copy 
of a Meffage from His Majefty to both Houfes of 
Parliament, from which you will perceive that the 
DifcuiSons which have fubfifted between Hig 
Majefty 's Government and that of France, have 
been brought to an unfavourable Conclufion. 

I fhall forward the Papers which His Majefty has 
deemed it proper to communicate to Parliament, 
by a Meffenger whom I fhall difpatch to you in the 
Courfc of a few Days, for the Purpofe of fur- 
nifliing you with precife Inftrudtions for the Regu- 
lation of your Gbnduft at the prefent important 
Period. 

In the mean Time I have to fignify to you His 
Majefty's Pleafure, that you take an early Oppoi^ 
tunity to affure the Spanifh Government of the 
Kihg^s fincere and anxious Defire chat the Relations 
of Peace and Amity which have been fo hap- 
pily re-eftablifhed between Him and his Catholic 
Majefty may be preferved. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) HAWKESBURY. 

B 3 No. 4. 
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No. 4- 
Extradof aDifpaccb from Lord Hawkefbury 
toj. H. Frcrc Efquire, dated Downing 
Street, ad June 1803. 

T SHALL now ' proceed to fignify to you His 
Majefty's PIcafure with refpeft to the ConduQ; 
which it will be proper for you to obferve at the 
Court at which you refide. 

It is the King's iincere and earnefl: Defire that 
the Spanifh Government may be enabled to maintain 
the ftrideft Neutrality in the War which has com- 
menced between Great Britain and France* Yoa 
will therefore endeavour, by all the Means in your 
Power, to imprefs upon the Spanifh Miniflers th^ 
Expediency of their adopting this Syftem ; and 
you will aflure them, that if it be adopted His Ma- 
jefty will refpeft it with the mod fcrupulous good 
Faith. 

His Majefty's Government having no Means of 
deciding how far his Catholic Majefty may confider 
himfelf as bound by the Treaty of defcnfive and of- 
fenfive Alliance, which was concluded, at St. Ilde- 
fonfo on the x9th of Auguft 1796, it is indifpen* 
fably neceffary that you (hould lofe no Time in 
afcertaining this important Point. If the Spanifh 
Government fhould flat e to you, that they conceive 
themfelves to be under the Obligation to furnifh to 
France the Number of Troops and Ships which are 
flipulated in the Treaty above mentioned, but that 
their Co-operation will extend no further, you will 
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refrain from giving any Opinion upon this Meafurc, 
but will content yourfelf with fignifying that you 
will tranfmit the Information of it to your Court, 
You ^11 however watch, with the moft unremitting 
Vigilance, the Progrefs of any Preparatlqhs which 
may be made for carrying it into Execution ; and 
you will, from Time to Time, tranfmit fuch Intelli- 
gence as you may be able to acquire upon the Sub* 
jc&j to the Commanders of His Majefty's Ship$ 
fii the Mediterranean, at Gibraltar, and a^ LifboHt 
in order that thofe Officers may be enabled to purfue 
fuch Meafures as may be beft calculated to intercept 
the Spanifh auxiliary Ships, on their attempting to 
fail from the Pores either of the Mediterranean 
or of the Atlantic ; a Proceeding which would be 
in RxiQt Conformity to the moft rigid Principles of 
Neutral! tyj and could not be conilrued into an 
Aft of direft Aggreffion againft Spain herfelf. 

If, however, you fhould leaui from the Spanifh 
Minifters, that the French Government will not be 
fatisfied with the definitive Succours flipulated, but 
will require his Catholic Majefty to place a greater 
Proportion of his Naval and Military Force at. the 
Difpofition of Frjince, yon will flate to them, un- 
refcrvedly, that His Majefly will confider a Com- 
pliance with this Requifition as equivalent to a 
Declaration of War, and as juflifying His Majefty 
in proceeding to immediate Hoftilities againft Spain. 

The next Objeft to whigh His Majefty has com- 
ip^sind^d me to direft your particular Attention, is 

:^ 4 the 



( 8 ) 

the Situation of Portugal. It is extremely im- 
portant that you* fhould take the earliefl: Oppor- 
tunity to defire the Spanilh Government to explain 
to you 9 without Referve, their Sentiments and In- 
tentions in this refpeft. In any Converfations which 
you may have with the Spanifh Minifters upon this 
Subje£t, you will obferve to them, that His Majefty 
having confented to refped the Neutrality of Por- 
tugal Himfelf, He cannot fuffer it to be molefted 
by any other Power whatfoever } He relies upon 
the Juftice and Magnanimity of his Cat^oliclMa-* 
jefty that He will, neither of himfelf j nor in Concur- 
rence with France, carry into Execution any Mea- 
fures which may endanger the Security and Inde- 
pendence of that Country. You will, however, 
not conceal from the Spanifh Miniftry, that if the 
King of Spain Ihould allow the Entrance of any 
French Troops into his Territories, or fhould not 
refift it by Force, the King would conflder it as 
impofing upon Him the Neceility of regarding the 
Condud: of Spain as a juftifiable Ground of War 
on His Part. In regard to Portugal, I have ftill 
further to fignify to you His Majefty's Pleafure, 
that you cultivate the mod cordial Underftanding 
with the Minifter of that Power at Madrid, and 
that you concur with him in promoting the Security 
of Her Faithful Majefty*s Dominions. 

Havmg now ftated to you fuch Proceedings on 

the Part of Spain, as would render it expedient for 

His Majefty to commence Hoftijities againft that 

" Power^ 
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Power, I have to fignify to you His Majefty's Plea- 
fure> that if any of thefe Events fliould occur, you 
(hould make the ftrongefl: Reprefentations againfl: 
them, and, in the Cafe of your not receiving a 
fatis^fadory Anfwer, you will immediately quit 
Madrid and proceed to Lifbon, whence you will 
return to England. Previoufly to your Departure, 
you will apprize the Officers commanding His Ma- 
jefty's Ships in the Mediterranean, at Lifbon, and 
at Gibraltar, of your Intention, in order that they 
ma^ proceed to Hoflilities againft Spain without 
Delay, 



No. 5. 

Extraft of a Difpatch from J. H. Frcre 
Efquire ta Lord Hawkefbury, dated Aran- 
juez, 3d June 1803. 

TT PON a former Occafion I had preffed the 
^ Prince of Peace to an explicit Declaration of 
the Intentions of his Court, upon the Ground that, 
under the Conditions of the Eighth Article of the 
Treaty of St, Ildefonfo, the Hoftility of Spain was fo 
infeparably coniiefted with that of France, that 
Great Britain once engaged in a War with France, 
would be juftified in commencing immediate Hof- 
tilities againft Spain. To this he replied, that it 
might appear fo j but that the Execution of Treaties 
muft not be confidered as abfolutely indifpenfable, 
but dependant upon the Circumftances of the 

Times j 
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Times ; and mfh fome other Expreffions of the 
fame Kind feemed to wifli me to onderftand that 
he did notconfider the prefent Situation of Things 
as admitting the Execution of the Tteaty, Upon 
this Occafion he took a new and very perplexed 
Ground ; firft, he faid he wiQied to know the 
Grounds of the prefent Difpute, whether it was 
to be confidered as the Continuation of the former 
War^ as in that cafe Spain would not take any 
Part ; but that if it was a new War upon new 
Grounds, (he might in that cafe be forced to con« 
iider the Treaty as obligatory ; that it wasnecelTary 
therefore upon this Head to know the Opinion of 
the other Powers concerned in the Treaty of 
Amiens. He continued to fay, that the King of 
Spain had not totered into the laft War %s the Ally 
of France in virtue of that Treaty. I quoted the 
laft Article, which is direded particularly againfl: 
England, and which he feemed not to recoiled ; 
and feeing no End to the Difcuflion at the Time, 
I determined in my next Conference to return to 
it. In my next Interview however he anticipated 
me, and, on my firft coming into theRoom, he faid, 
** Well, it feems we are to have War.*' I faid that I 
hoped that by We» he did not me^n Spain ^nd 
England. He anfwered No ; that Spain was deter- 
mined to preferve her Neutrality. I replied, that 
if they were determined upon a Neutrality, it only 
remained for us to know whether we agreed in 
our Idea of Neutrality, and whether they would 

confider 



( n ) 

eonfider the granting PermiiBon for the Paflage of 
French Troops as included in their Definition of itt 
I added, that the Means of guaranteeing and fe« 
curing 'that Neutrality mud be concerted with 
Great ^tain. Here he again declined entering 
into the Difcuffion, and referred me to official 
Communications with Mr. Cevalios. I accordingly 
prepared the inclofed Note, which I confined pur- 
pofely to the fimple Queftion of the Interpretation 
of the Jreaty of St. Ildisfonfo, 



(Inclofure referred to in No. 5.) 

Copy of a Note from J. H. Frere Efquire, to 
Don Pedro Cevalios. 

Monficur, Aranjucz, ce 3 Juin 1803. 

T A Situation adluelle des Affaires dtant de Nature 
a rendre n^ceffaire une Explication entre nos 
deux.Gouvernemens, je me trouve dans le cas de 
m'adrelTer direftement a votre Excellence, ne dou- 
tant pas que, par un Effet des Sentimens amicals 
que votre Excellence m'a d6ja fait THonneur de 
m^annoncer de la Part de Sa Majeftd CathoUque, 
je trouverai dans les Explications de votre Excel* 
lence la mcme Franchife que je crois devoir mettre 
dans celles que j'ai I'Honneur de lui foumettre. 

La Cour d'Efpagne fe trouvant lide avec la 
France par I'Effet d'un Traite aflez recent, de telle 
Maniere que fa Co-operation avec cette Puiffance 
deviendroit exigible enfuite d^une fimple Rdclama. 
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tion de fa Part, votre Excellence fentira fans doute 
que la ConftrufUon lit^rale et TAdh^fion for- 
melle a cet Article identifieroit de telle Maneire' 
TEfpagne avec la France, du moins quant a fes 
Relations hoftiles, que PEcat de Guerre avec cette 
derni^re Puiffance Xuffiroit pour conftituer TEfpagne 
dans un Etat hoftile vis-a-vis de la Puiflance En- 
nemie de la France ; elle autoriferoit mdme une telle 
Puiflfance a confid^rer d'abord comme Ennemie une 
Puiflfance, dont les Efforts hoftiles, ne dependant 
que de la Volonte de I'Ennemi deja declare, atten- 
droient feulement le Moment de fa Convenance 
pour agir. 

Votre Excellence me fera la Juftice de croire, que 
je fuis bien loin de mexomplaire dans la Contem- 
plation de cette idee, et que fi je m'y arr£te, cXl 
uniquement pour avoir TOccafion de r6kerer a 
votre Excellence d'une Manicre plus formellc les 
Affurances que j'ai deja eu PHonneur de lui don- 
ner verbalement ; c'eft a dire, que le Gouverne- 
ment de Sa Majed^ n'efl nullement dans I'lnten- 
tion de donner d'abord une pareille Conftruftion 
a TArticle du Traite de St. Ildcfonfe, ou de fuivre 
une Marche fondee fur le Raifonnement, dailleurs 
jufte et confequent, que je viens d'indiquer ; enfuite 
je defirerois faire fentir a votre Excellence, *que 
malgr6 le jufle prix que j'attache aux Declarations 
indiredes, que votre Excellence m*a d6ja faites far 
es Intentions amicales et pacifiques de Sa Majeft6 
Catholique, nfanmoins, en confideration de TExif- 
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tence d*un Trait6 formel et recent, dont les Sti- 
pulations ne font pas compatibles avec^PExecution 
des Intentions que je viens de citer, il feroit ini6ref- 
fant ct m6rac n6ceffaire, que le Gouvernement 
Britannique re^iit de la Part de celui d'Efpagne une 
Declaration, dont la Formalit6 et rAuthenticit^ 
fttflent capables de le raflurer contre les Mdfiances^ 
que les anciennes Liaifons et les Trait^s exiftans 
arec fon Ennemi pourroient naturellement lui 
infpirer. 

II ne me refte qu' k exprlmer I votre Excellence 
I'InterSt et Tlmpatience avec laquelle j*attendrai fa 
Reponfej et de lui repet6r mes AfTurances, &c* 

(Sign6) J. H. FRERE. 
A fon Excellence Don Pedro Cevallos, 

&c. &c. &c. 



(Tranflation of Incloliire referred to in No. 5.) 

Sir, Aranjuez, 3d June 1803. 

'T^ HE prefent Situation of Affairs, being of a 
Nature to render an Explanation between our 
Two Governments neceffary, I find myfelf called 
upon to addrefs myfelf direftly to your Excellency, 
not doubting, that, in confequence of the friendly 
Sentiments which your Excellency has already done 
ae the Honor to declare to me on the Part of his 
Catholick Majefty, I (hall find jin your Excellency's 
Explanations the fame Franknefs which I think it 
my Duty to employ in thofc which I have the Honor 
to fubmit to you* 

8 The 
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prehend it will appear as little fatisfadlory to your 
Lordfhip as it did to myfelf. 

My firft Imprelfion was to return an Anfwcr, 
pointing out the Manner in which my Queftion had 
been eluded, and repeating the Statement of it in 
a clear and formal Manner. Conceiving, how- 
ever, that in the prefent State of Thmgs, a cate- 
gorical Anfwer, if extorted from Spain, wotild 
be lefs favourable than the evafive Reply which 
I had received, and which, even fuppofing their 
Intentions to be friendly, might be the utmofl 
which they would venture to hazard, without a 
more explicit Opening on the Part of His Ma- 
jefty^s Government ; and apprehending it to be 
my Duty, at any Rate, to exhaufl: all the poflible 
Means of Conciliation, I returned the enclofed 
Anfwer, ;^in which, as your Lordfhip will fee, I 
take upon myfelf to put a favourable Interpretation 
upon Mr. Cevallos' Demand ; and, as foon as I 
receive a Copy of the official Correfpondence, I 
Ihall dired: to him an Explanation of the Nature 
which he requires. 

I have the Honour to be, &c. 

J. H. FRERE. 
The Right Honourable Lord Hawkefbury, 

&c. &c. &c. 
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(iFirft Inclofure in No. 6.) 

Tranflatioa of a Note from Don Pedro Ce* 

vallos to J. H. Frere Efquirc<^ dated Aran* 

juezj 9th June 1803. 
fer, • 

T HAVE received the Note which you were pleafed 
to addrels to me, dated the 3d Inft. in which 
you infinuate the Neceflity, which the prefent State, 
of public Atfairs impofes'upon your Court, to re- 
(Juire a Iblemn and authentic Declaration of the 
Intentions of this Government, with refpefl: to the 
Difpute between P*rance and England. 

In anfwer to this Note, it is my Duty to fay, that 
hitherto the King, my Matter, is not informed of 
the Differences between the French and Britifh 
Governments, otherwife than by the public Papers, 
in which it U afferted, that the Demands of Great 
' Britain are not conformable to the Stipulations of 
the Treaty of Amiens, and that France has not 
thought herfelf able to fubfcribe to them, without 
the Concurrence of Spain and Holland, as contraft- 
ing Parties, and of Auftria, Ruflia, and Pruffia, as 
Guarantees of that Treaty : That in fuch Cif cum- 
ftances nothing would have been more conformable 
to the reciprocal Relations refulting from a Treaty j 
to the Principles which conftitute its Force ; and 
to the legal Means of diflblving it ; than that Great 
Britain fhould have explained her Wiflies to the 
King, my Mafter, in fo far at leaft, as being a Prin* 
cipal in the Treaty of Amiens, he is concerned in 
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the Obfeirance of the Articles which compofe it. 
And laftly, that His Majefty being, as I have ob« 
ferved, in want of all official and authentic Infor- 
mation upon the State of the Negotiations^ which 
is neceflalry for returning a proper Anfwer upon 
the weighty Queftion treated of in your Note, He 
can take no Refolution without this indifpenfable 
Information, which you may be able to [fumifh me; 
by afking of your Goyemment, for that Purpofe, a 
Relation of the Progrefs and Termination of the 
Negotiation. — >I profit of this Opportunity, &c. 

PEDRO CEVALLOS* 
J. H. Frere, &c# &c# 



(Second Inclofure in No. 6^) 
Note from J. H, Frere Efquire to Don Pedro 
Cevallos, dated Madrid, loth June i8o3f 
Monfieur, 

JE m'empreflc de repondre a la Note de votrc 
Excellence en Date d'Hier. 
Afin de ne pas importuner votre Excellence par 
line Difcuflion oifive et inutile, il m'avoit paru nec^f- 
faire de lui propofer une Queftion prealable, refuU 
tante de I'Exiftence des Traites publics entre Sa 
M^jefte Catholic et la Republique Fran^aife ; c'eft 
a dire, de f9avoir fi le Gouvemement de Sa Majeft^ 
Catholique fe regardoit toujours comme lie par la 
Lettre du Traite de St< Ildefonfe ; et furiout par 
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celle de TArticle huit, dont I'effet identifie abfoiu« 
tnent les deux Gouvernemens en cas d'HoftilitetA 

Malgre la Confiance aVec la quelle Sa Majefti 
Bricannique auroit foiimis a la Religion de Sa 
Majefle Catholique, et aux Lumieres de fon 
OouTcrnement une Caufe auffi jufle, que celled 
qui i'engage dans les Hoftilites aduelles, ii m'auroit 
|>aru fuperflu de ibunietcre a la Cour d^Efpaga^ 
une ExplicMion fur les Motifs de Sa Majefle, 11 
toujours il etoit vrai, que cette Cour ne confervoit 
pas le Droic de denlander cette mSme Explication 
a fon Aliie, ni d'agir d'apres la Decifion, que fes 
propres Principes d'equite pourroient lui fuggerer ( 
ii meme en rendanc Juftice a la Conduite du 
Oouvernement Britannique, elle fe croirqit nean* 
moins obligee a prendre les Armes pour une Caufe^ 
quelle auroit reconnue comme injufte. 

Comme il eft impoflible que ccs Conftderations 
aient pu echappei* a la Pcrfpicaclt^ de votre Excel- 
lence, c*eft avec une Satisfadion bien veritable, que 
j*ai vu dans fa Note, que la Cour d'Efpagne s^at* 
tende a des Explications ulterieures fur la Nature 
deft Difcuflions, quiont fubfifte entre I'Anglcterrc 
& la France, avant de pouvoir fe decider fur le 
l^arti, qu' elle doit prendre dans la Guerre, qui les 
^ terminees. Je Tacceptc comme unePreuve que 
X*Efpagne fe fente encore le Clioix libra; et comme 
^ellejene tarderai pas dc la tranfmettre a moa 
Ciouvernement ; ne doutant pas qu' audi ot qu'il 
fcra inftruit de ces Difpofitions de Sa M^jcifte 
Catholique, je me trouverai autorifcde lui faire 
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les Explications les plus fatisfaifantes fur les Confi* 
derations, qui ont determine Sa Majefte a reprendrc 
les Armes contre la France ; et qui ne pourront 
porter aucun changetnent au Defir fincire» qui 
Panime, d'entretenir et de reflerrer de plus en plus 
les Liens d'Andti^ et de bonne Intelligence dejl 
etablis entre les deux Pays. £t fi j'ai tarde jufqu'a 
pr^fent 3l recevoir de pareilles Inflrudions, votre 
Excellence fencira d'apres ce que je viens de iui 
expoferi que I'on ne doit pas imputer ce Delai, ni 
ii un Eloignement de la Part de Sa Majefte Britan* 
nique de concerter avec la Cour d'Efpagne les ' 
Mefures, qu' elle n'a jamais ceflees de fuivre pour la 
Confervation de la Paix ; ni encore moins a la 
Grain te de ne pouvoir juftifier aux Yeux de Sa 
Majefte Catholique la Decifion, qu'EUe s*efl: vue 
enfin obligee de prendre, Votre Excellence en trou- - 
vera le Motif dans la Nature des Relations pplitiques 
de fa Cour ; et dans rimpofSbilitc qu'il y avoit 
de Iui foumettre des DifcuiHons^ dans lefquelles 
fes Liaifons avec la France ne Iui permettoient 
aucune Voix ; a moins que TEfpagne elle m6me 
en les provoquant^ ne s'afFranchit des Loix qu'elle 
8*etoit impofce, cc ne reclamat ce Droit de libre 
Arbitre, qu' une Nation ne pent perdre, qu' avec 
fon Independance. 

Je profite de cette Occafion, &c. 

J. H.FRERE. 
A S. E. Don Pedro Cevallos* 

• ^ 

&c# &c. &c. 
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(Tranflation of Second Inclofurc in No. 6.) 

Sir, Madrid, loth June 1803. 

T LOSE no Time in anfwcring your Excellency's 
Note of Yefterday*s Date. 

In order not to importune your Eicceliency by 
an idle and ufekfs Dircu(Gon,it had appeared tome 
neceflary to propofe to you a previous Queftion, re* 
fulting. from the Exiftencc of the public Treaties 
between His Catholic Majefty and the French Re» 
public ; namely, to know whether His Catholic Ma- 
jefty's Government ftill confidered itfelf as bound 
by the Letter of the Treaty of St. Ildefonfo, and 
particularly by that of the Eighth Article, the 
Eflfeft of which abfolutely identifies the Two 
Governments in, the Event of Hoftilities. 

Notwithftanding the Confidence with which His 
Britannic Majefty would have fubmitted to His Ca» 
tholic Majefty's Equity, and to the Difcernment of 
his Government, fo juft a Caufe as that which in- 
volves Him in the prefent Hoftilities, it would have 
appeared to me fuperfluous to lay before the Court 
of Spain an Explanation of His Majefty's Motives, 
if indeed it was true that this Court did not retaia 
the Right to demand a fimilar Explanation from its 
Ally, nor to aft according to the Decifion which 
its own Principles of Juftice might fuggeft ; if, even 
in doing Juftice to the Condufl: of the Britifli 
Government, it fliould neverthelefs feel itfelf ob- 
liged to take up Arms in fupport of a Caufe which 
U h^d acknowledged to be unjuft, 

c 3 As 
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As it is impof&ble that thefe Confiderations can 
have cfcaped the Penetration of your Excellency, 
it is with real Satisfa£tion that I perceived, by your 
Note, that the Court of Spain expcfts fome farther 
Explanations on the Nature of the DifcufHons 
which have fubfifted between England and Fr^cc, 
before it could decide on the Part which it ihould 
take in the War which has terminated them. ' I 
accept it as a Proof that Spain feels (he (liil has a 
free Choice j and, as fuch, I {hall not delay tranf-* 
mitting it to my Government ; not doubting, but 
that as foon as it fhall be informed of thefe Dif^ 
pofitions of His Catholic Majefty, I fhall be autho- 
rifed to give him the moft fatisfaftory Explanations 
on the Confiderations which have determined His 
Majefty again to take up Arms againfl France, and 
which cannot make any Alteration in the iincere 
Defire with which He is animated to maintain and 
increafe more and more the Bonds of Friendfhip and 
good Underftanding already eftablifhed between the 
Two Countries. And if fuch Inftruftions have not 
yet been tranfmitted to me, your Excellency will 
IFeel, from what I have juft mentioned, that this 
pelay cannot be imputed, either to an Unwilling^ 
nefs on His Britannic Majefty's Part to concert 
with the Court of Spain thofe Meafures, which He 
has never ceafed to purfue, for the Prefervation of 
Peace, or ftill lefs to a Fear of not being able to 
juftify in the Eye of His Catholic Majefly theDeci* 
fion which he found Himfelf at lafl: obliged to take. 

Your Excellency will find the Motive of it in 

thQ 
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the Nature of the political Relations of your Court» 
and in the Impoflibility there exifted of fubmitting 
to it DifcuiSons^ in which its Connexions with 
France did not permit it to have a Voice, unlefs 
Spain fhould free herfelf from thofe Laws ihe had 
impofed on herfelf, and fhould claim thatRigbt of 
free Judgement, which a Nation only lofes with 
its Independence, 

I avail myfelf, &e. 

J.H.FRERE^ 

His Excellency Don Pedro Cevallos, 
&c« &c. &c. 



No. 7. 

Extraft of a Difpatch from J. H. Frere 
Efquire to Lord Hawkeibury, dated Ma- 
drid, lothjune 1 803. — Received 31ft July» 

r T is poflible that the inclofed Intelligence may 
have already reached you through Lord Robert 
Fitzgerald, 

On queftioning the Prince of Peace, he declared 
that the King had made repeated Inftances to be 
informed of the Aflemblage of fuch a Body of 
Troops, but that no Explanation had been ob't 
tallied. This certainly does not appear very pro* 
bable ; but it is a Fa£t, that this Government are 
treated with great Negled on the Subjedk of Por* 
tugal, and are kept in the Dark as to the Objefl: 
of the Correfpondence which has been paffing 

p 4 with 
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with fuch Aftivity between Generals Bournonvillc 
and Lannes. 

Mr. Cevallos^ when I mentioned to him the In. 
telligence which I had received, faid that he had 
received the fame, but that later Intelligence had 
perfuaded him that the Affemblage would not be 
fo great or fo immediate ; and I Yefterday received 
a Report agreeing with this latter Opinion. 



(Inclofure referred to in No. 7.) 
Extraft of Intelligence from Bayonne. 

Ce 30 Mai. 
T E vous ai dcji parle de I'Arrivee de quelqucs 
^ Troupes ici : deux autres Brigades font atten-' 
dues le 13 Florcal (2 Juin) la 77"' et U 24"'. II 
y aura independamment des deux Divifions de 
95^000 Hommes chacune, deftinees a la Conquete 
du Portugal, uu Corps de Referve. de 1 2,000. 
\ut Camp eft dcja trace a Bidard (une Licue tt 
demie d^ici) jc crois vous avoir dfeja dit, que Tui^e 
de ces Divifions dirigera fa Marche par Perpignan, 
et Tautre par Bayonne. 37,000 Hommes font 
done attendres ici ; mais comme je Pai cJit tout a 
THeure, il n*y reftera que les 1 2,oco de Referve, 
L^Arm^e marchera de Suite en Efpagne. Le 
Commandement en eft donne provifoirement au 
General Cara St. Cyr, Parent, je crois, de cclui, 
qui a etc Ambafladcur a Madrid. Le General 
La Marque eft charg^ de 1- Organization ^^ ces 
Troupes. 

HlEN 
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Ce 8 Juin. 
ItEEN da tres nouvcau pour le Moment, on 
du moins de tr^s intereflanc. L'Arrivee de queU 
ques Bataillons, et d'un Regiment de Chaffeurs 
a Cheval ; le 24"^^ celui qui a deja fait la Cam- 
pagne de Portugal dans la derniere Guerre ; ils 
font aiTez bien montes, mais mal tenus, ou p!ut6t 
mal habilles. On affure maintenant, que T^rmee 
qui vient ici, n* excedcra 5 a 6,000 Hommes, 
quoique on dife toujours qu* cUe fera per tee i 
40,000. Je le crois, car je ne vois point au Gou- 
vcrnement une Force aufli confiderable de dif- 
poniblet 



(Tranflation of Inclofure in No. 7.) 
Extraft of Intelligence from Bayonne, dated ' 
30th May. 

T HAVE already mrationed to you the Arrival of 
^ fome Troops at this Place; two other Brigades 
are expefted the 13 Floreal, (2d June), the 77th 
and the 24th. There will be, independently of 
the two Divifions of 25,000 Men each, intended 
for the Conqueft of Portugal, a Body of Referve 
of 1 2,000. The Camp is already marked out at 
Bxdard, (a League and 9 Half from hence), I 
believe I* have already told you that one of thefe 
Divifions will march by Perpignan, and the other by 
Bayonne. Thirty-feven thoufand Men are there- 
fore expefted here ; but as I have juft faid, the 
1 2,000 of Referve only will remain. The Army 
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will afterwards march into Spain. The Command 
of it is provlfionally given to General Cara St« 
Cyr, a Relation, I £mcy, of him who was Am* 
baflador at Madrid. General La Marque is in* 
traded with the Organization of thefe Troops. 

8 th June. 
THERE is for the prefent nothing new, or at 
lead very interefting. The Arrival of fome Bat* 
talions, and of a Regiment of Chafleurs Cavalry ; 
the 24th, that which in the laft War fcrved the 
Campaign of Portugal; they are tolerably weU 
mounted, but badly equipped, or rather badly 
clothed. We are now afllired, that the Army 
which is coming here will not exceed 5 or 6,000 
Men^ although it is flill reported that it will be 
augmented to 40,000. I believe it, for I do 
not fee that the Government has fo large a dif« 
pofable Force. 



No. 8. 

Extrafl: of a Difpatch from J. H. Frere 
Efquire to Lord Hawkefbury, dated Ma-^ 
drid, 6th July 1803. — Received 3d Aug. 

T HAVE to acknowledge the Receipt of your 
Lordihip's Difpatch of the 2d ultimo, and I 
have great Satisfaction in refleding that the laft 
which your Lordfhip will have received from mc 
will (hew that I have been fortunate enough to con* 
form my Conduct to the general Spirit aiid Ten« 

6 dency 
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dcncy of the Inftruftions which your Lordfliip had 
laid down for my Guidance. 

The prefcnt State of Things is one which it i« 
fiot very eafy to define. The Prince of Peace has 
not yet thought proper to commit himfelfby any 
diftind Propofals upon the Subjeft of obtaining a 
Guarantee for that Neutrality which this Country 
profcfles itfelf to have adopted ; at the fame Time 
there is an evident Increafe in the Ill-humour of 
the French AmbaiTador, and fome ferious Aher- 
cations have pafTed between him and the Prince of 
Peace. Upon my making fome Enquiries upon 
the Subjed of the French Raffemblement at 
Bayonne, upon which he had before demanded 
an Explanation of the French Ambaffador, as men- 
tioned in my Letter of the loth ultimo, he told mc 
that heat laft declared to him that if an Army was 
collected there, he fhould eftablifh a fuperior Force 
in Camp oppofite to them. Some few Days fince 
General Bournonville declared that the French 
Army was difperfed into Cantonments, and the 
Orders for joining it countermanded, and infifted 
againfl: the Eftablifhment of a Spanifh Camp, 
The Prince of Peace, however, told him that it 
could ftill be adhered to as a Meafure of Precau- 
tien. He has faid likewifc that if the French 
attempted to force aPaflage he would raife an 
Army, and that the King would put himfclf at 
the Head of it to oppofe them. 

When I laft called upon him,after the Receipt 
^f your Lordihip's Difpatch^ I told him^ tha^ 

though 
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thoYsgh I had already, explained to him the In^ 
tentions of His Majefty refpcQing Portugal, yet 
that I had received fuch poiitive Inftruflions from 
your Lordfliip upon fhe Subjeft, that I could not 
forbear repeating the fame Declaration in a more 
formal Manner. To this he anfwered, that he 
believed that the Differences between France and 
Portugal were in a Train of being fettled, but 
that this Country would (lill continue its Prepara* 
tions, and that he had given Orders for Twelve Re- 
giments of Militia to be affembled, to form Part,, 
of a Camp in Caftile, 

It fhould feem lingular, and even fufpicious, 
that while Language of this Kind is paffing, no 
pofitive Declaration fhould be made to Great 
Britain, nor any didind Statement made of the 
Means which mjght be neceffary, and which they 
might e:jcpefl: Great Britain to contribute in Vin* 
dicatioji of their Neutrality, if attempted to be 
violated. It is, however, remarkable, that many 
.Spaniards with whom I have converfed, and who 
were ardently defirous of an Alliance againft France, 
have never feemed to Iqok for any Affiftance from 
England beyond her Co-operation ; and the va- 
rious Symptoms of UUhumour on the Part of the 
French Minifter are evidently real and unaffefted ; 
at the fame Time the Attentions of their Majefties 
are marked to the Portuguefe Minifter and myfclf 
in a Manner whigh has excite^ general Obferva* 
tion, 

TI15 
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The King has been much irritated, in Addition 
to the former Provocations from France, by the 
Violence which has been offered to the Indepen- 
dence and Neutrality of Tufcany ; and both their 
Nlajeflies have been fincerely and deeply affedcd 
by the Death of the King of Etruria. 

The Difpofition of the People has been always 
fiivourable to England, and has been much more 
fo of late ; and even among thofe ClafTes whofe Po^ 
litics are not fo fpirited or fo generous as thofe 
of the Mob, there is a great Difpofition to take 
Part decidedly with us, and this is only checked 
by the Apprehenfion of our being perfeftly cut off 
from Continental Alliances, and that therefore the 
whole Brunt of the War would fall on Spain. 

The common People are perfuaded that there 
is a fecret Underftanding with England, and that 
ivhen Spain is completely armed, the Two Powers 
are to fail jointly upon France ; they add feveral 
Particulars of the fuppofed Treaty, and are univer* 
fally delighted viith the Profpeft. 



No. 9. 

Extraft of a Difpatch from J- H, Frere 

Efquire, to Lord Hawkefbury, dated 

Madrid, 7th July 1803. — Received 3d 

Auguft. 

'DEFORE I had finiflied the preceding Difpatch, 

I was called away to the ufual Audience which 

Mr. Cevallos gives to Foreign Minifters on Wed- 

nefday 
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ftefday Kight. I then learned that tntelligenee had 
arrived of His Majefty*8 Government having ac* 
cepted the Mediation of the Emperor of Ruffia* 
M. Cevallos communicated the Intelligence to met 
He expreifed his Wifli for general Tranquillity ; 
that it was above all Things his Majefty*s Defire 
to preferve a good Underftanding and Harmony 
with England ; that War was no Advantage to any 
Power, though it might fervc to enrich our Sailors^ 
that Commerce was the true Intereft of the two 
Nations. I replied^ that the Sentiments of England 
were the fame ; and that His Majefty's Government 
had given a fair Proof of them in abftaining from 
the Detention of the Spaniih Veflels at a Moment 
fo critical as that of the Arrival of all their Specie, 
and under Circumflances which would have per* 
feftly juftified fuch a Meafure ; but that His Majefty 
wiflied rather to truft to the Honour and generous 
Feelings of his Catholic Majefty, perfuaded that 
whatever appeared ambiguous or doubtful was the 
EflFcft of Circumftances, and not of any unfriendly 
Inclination. He ani'wered with more Feeling and 
Opennefs than I expefted, that his Catholic Majefty 
was fully fenfible of the Confidence and Generofity 
of His Majefty, and defirous of cultivating the beft 
Underftanding with His Government. 

Upon the whole, confidering the Difpofition at 
prefenc exifting here, I cannot but confider it as 
extremely favourable, at the fame Time that it will 
require great Attention and Management to main- 
tain it for any Length of Time upon its preferit 
Footing* 

It 
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It 18 to be considered that si Degree of IrritatioA 
equal to what exifts at prefcnt has exifted on former 
Occafions, but has as often fubiided ; ' and the 
Oovernmeot, for Want of Encouragement or Op- 
portunity^ and the Abfence of immediate Provoca-^ 
lion, have again relapfed to their old Halnt of 
Acquiefcence% The Degree qf Provocation which 
has been given in the prefent Inftance, and accumu- 
lated in fo fhort a Space of Time as the Afiair 
of Louifiana, Etruria, and Naples, is not likely 
to recur again. The Feeling of Refentment againft 
France, therefore, will probably grow weaker, and 
the prefent Difpofition be materially altered, unlefs 
it is kept up on the Part of Englatid by marked 
and particular Attention to this Court and its 
Minilter. 



No. 10* 
Extrad of a Difpatch from J. H. Frere 
Efquire, to Lord Hawkefbury, dated 
Madrid, 2 id July 1803. — Received aSdii 
Augud. 
My Lord, 

T TAKE Advantage of a private Conveyance, 
to inform your Lordfliip of the little which has 
occurred (ince the Date of my lafl. 

In an Interview which I had fome few Days ago 
with the Prince of Peace, I returned to the Subjefit 
of the Situation in which this Country flood. He 
^old me that it was his Catholic Majefty's Intentioa 

to 
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to offer his Mediation, and that the Offer would b^ 
made in the Form of a ^.etter to His Majeily. ' I 
anfwered with Expreilions of great Refpeft for 
the Mediation of this Court, and Satisfadion at 
the Form in which it was intended to be propofed { 
but fuggel^ the Propriety of departing from their 
ufual Syftem of gaining Time, and endeavouringi 
on the contrary, to haflen this Step, fo that it might 

be conne&ed with the Mediation of Ruilia. I did 
not, however, find him difpofed to agree with mt 
in my Opinion upon this Point ; on the contrary^ 
he faid, that the chief Obje£t of this Meafure was 
to gain Time. 

I ought to mention to your Lordfliip a Circum* 
ftance which I cannot well account for. The 
Prince of Peace has repeatedly declared, that 
though fome Overtures have been made by the 
French Government upon the Subjed of the Con- 
tingent, yet that no diftind Demand has been 
made« 



No. II.' 

Extrad of a Difpatch from J. H. Frerc 
Efquire to Lord Hawkeftury, dated 
Madrid, 5th Auguft 1803.— Received 
1 2th September. 

T Take Advantage of a Courier whom Mr. Frcre 

is now difpatching, to inform your Lordfliip of 

the Subjed of a very important Coaverfation which 

I had 
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i had this Morning with the Pxmct of Peac&f 
imd which amounted in Subftance to a Declaration^ 
that the Demands and Menaces of France had b^ 
come fo urgent^ as to leave them no Alternative 
between immediate Compliance and a Declara- 
tion of War. He endeavoured to ihew me that 
ihej had made gvery Ptopofition which could be 
thought of, to avert fuch an Extremity ; that they 
had even propofed to eftimate the full Expence of 
the Contingent i$hich was demanded of them by 
France^ and to pay it to that Government as the 
Price of their Neutrality. This had been refufed, 
-and a Dismand made in Return, of Twenty ^four 
Millions per Month. To this outrageous Propofal 
an.Anrwcrhas been returned, that, all Things con- 
lideredj it would be more prafticable and left 
ruinous to abide by the Terms of the Treaty, and 
to fdrnlfli the Contingent. He then applied him- 
felf to prove to me, that if they were forced to a 
Meafure of this Kind, and to a nominal Decla- 
ration of War againft Great Britain, it ought 
not t(3 make any Difference in the Relations be« 
tween the twd Countries, or in the good Un- 
derftanding between them. To this I anfweredj 
that I \fras forty I could not give the Kind of An- 
fwer which he might expefl: ; that it was my Duty 
to be frank with him ; atid that, without giving any 
Opinion of my own on the Propriety of continuing 
the Syftem of l?'orbearance, which in the two laft 
Wars had been ufed with refped to Spain, it was 

]^ titit 
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liot in my Ply#^ to flattier him with a Prorpeft dF 
its Cbntinuamce ; that as n^hing^ had been gaiaed 
fjj (o long X Fkrfeveranee m this Syftem^ it wu 
natural to ejBpeft that it would be renoonced^fay 
Oreat Bri^iii* 

Having your Lord(hip's laft Iiiftnxdiona upoa 
the Sobjeft of theConriogentprcfent to my Mbid, 
I did not imter further into f be Difcaffion, tboagk 
I was perfuaded that what I did wntunetefay 
produced A ftrong Impreffion^ and will inctk^ <he 
Prince to fdeerery poffible Endeavour^ as be^m^ 
me that he ^ould do, to divert theFieecbiCkif 
^erhment from the Purfuit of their prefent De- 
mands. 

' - 

No. 12. 

* Eztrad of a Difpatch from J. H. Ftere 

Efquire to Lord Ifawkelboryy dated 
Madridt i5ch Auguft i8o3v~lUceived 
20th September. 

. T TAKE Advantage of the Pafiage of a Courier 

from Mr* Souza at Paris» whom Mr. Frere tias 

detained for a few Hours. 

Two Days after the Date of my laft I called upon 

the Prince of Peace, in order to take Leave of him 

before he fet off for St. Ildefonfo. I found him 

in aTemper and Tone fo different from that of our 

laft Conference, that I ventured to a(k him what 

tould have paffed to have made fuch an Alteration 

in fo ihort an Interval ? He faid that the Day 

before 
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before he had had a long Coiiver&tloii mth the 
French Ambaflador, atid diac he had fpoken to bim 
j^ a Tone ^Rfaicfa had had its Weight It l^.cettaki 
that tbit Confet'ence had been ^ytty long and a 
.very warm one i and the Aihbafladof ciune away 
w^ eridcsat Akrka of i^iicoateDt and iU humour. 
it ii certain that, fiuce this Convftfation and the 
Arrival df fome (^ourier^ who were iiippofed to 
bring Veiy itnportant Difpatcbes, he has very much 
chaoged his Tbne^ and has even faid to Jeveral 
f^foda, wiio ike imtended.lhaiiU tqpg»t ibis Con* 
teriarioB to me, that rh^ was foiry. that the .£iii|^ 
Mmifler appeared to give 'Umfelf £b smich Ua* 
tafinefs ; that in Fa£t there was ao Ground for i| j 
fmd thotjiiere was not anjrjQi^fiiion on Jthe Kwt 
of FnEDce to jnake Spain a Party in the War4 

T^e prefent Report which I have not the MeaiiS 
^to Verify before the Departure of* this Courier, but 
''¥/indht6miB ^te me from ^o^d AuChority, is^ that 
^e iFreneh Govermk^k hkte ilicceifively reduced 

their Seinand to an Hundred Million of Rials, or 
One I^RlUpn Sterling, and fince to Seventy- two 
Tililfion ; and that the prefent Offer of the Spanifli 

Government is Sixty Million, or Sii hundred thdu^ 

fand Pounds, to be paid as an annual StUldy in lieu 

of their Contingent. . 
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No. i3« 

Memormdum, without Signature or Date, 
from the Chevalieid'Anduaga-^Recdhred 
19th Auguft 1 803* 

Difference entre IcPafli^ de Famille dc 1761, 
et le Traite d* Alliance de 1796, cntrt 
TEfpagne et la France. 



PaAe de Famille. 

• Suivant le FzStc de Fa- 
mille les deux Puiffances 
l^arderont comme leur 
Ennemi toute Puiflance 
qui ledeviendra de Tune 
des deux Couronnes. 
Art. I. 

' La Garantie inviolable 

et mutuelle doit etre fou- 

tenue de toutesIeursPuif- 

&nces et L. L. M. M. 

Tentoident ainfi d'apres 

le Principe quieft le Fon- 

. dement de ce Tndtc : qui 

attaque une Couronne at- 

taqueTautre. Art. 3. 

(Suivent les Articles 

concemant lesPre- 

miers Secours.) 



Traite de 1796. 

Suivant le Traite.de 
1796, fi Tune des deux 
Puifiances fe trouve me- 
nacee ou attaquee, I'autre 
promety s'engage et s*ob* 
lige a Taider de ces bcmi 
Offices, et a la fecou- 
rir fur fa Requiiitionaiiifi 
qu'il eft ftipule dan^ les 
Articles fuivans. Art.2. 

(Suivent les Articles 
concernant les 
Secours.) 



Les 
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Les Premiers Secours 
doivent etre confideres 
comme une Obligation 
inf^parable dcs Liens de 
la Parentc et de TUnion 
ihtime; et ces Secours 
kront ce que la Puif- 
£uice requife pourra faire 
de moins pour la Puif-' 
ance qui en aura be- 
fbin ; mais comme I'ln- 
tention des deux Rois 
eft que la Guerre com- 
menc6e par ou contre 
Tune des deux Couron- 
nes doit devenir propre 
et perfonelle a Tautre, 
ij^ eft conyenu que des 
que les deux Rois fe 
trpuveront en Guerre de- 
clarce contre le meme 
ou les memes Ennemis, 
r Obligation des dits Se- 
cours ceffera, et a la 
Place fuccedera pour les 
dtux Couronnes T Obli- 
gation de faire la Guerre 
conjointcment, en y em- 
ployant toutes Iciirs For- 
ces. Art. 1 6* 

D 



Si les dits Secours 
etoient ou devenaient inp ' 
fufEfans, les deux Puif- 
ances mettront en A^* 
vite les plus grandes For- 
ces qu'il leur fera poffi- 
ble, tant par Merque par 
Terre, contre TEnnemi* 
de la PuifTance attaquee, 
la quelle ufera les dites 
Forces, foit en les com- 
binant, ou en les ^ant 
agir fifparement, et c© 
d'aprtfs un Plan concert^ 
entre elles. Art. 1 1 . 

Les Secours ftipules 
par les Articles prcce- 
dens feront foumis dang 
toutes les Guerres que 
pourroient avoir a foutc^ 
nir les Puiffances con- 
tradantes, meme dans 
celle ou la Partie requife 
ne feroit pas direftement 
intereflee, et n*agerait 
que comme Auxiliare* 
Art. iz. 



Dans 
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« 

Dans le Gas oii les Motifs, d'HoftiIite»«port^nt 
prejudice aux deux Parties clles viendroient ^ 
declarer la Guerre d'un f:ommun Accord a une 
ou plufieurs Puiflances, les ifimitations etabHes 
{daxis les Articles precedens cefieront d-a¥(»r lieu, et 

les deux Puiflance) contradantes feropt Tenues de 

• ."'■■■•• • ' 

&ire] agir contre 1 •Ennemi commun la Tots^lite de 

leurs Forces de Terre et de Mer. de concerter letme 

. ^ ...» « 

Plans pour les diriger vers les Pbints les plus con« 
iFenables, ou feparement, ou en les reuniflspt, £lle» 
a'obligent egatement dans le Gas defigne au prelc&i 
Article a ne traiter de la Pdx que d'un eommmi 
Accord, et de Maniere que chacune d'dfes obdentfa 
la Satis£aidion qui le^r di due. Art. f-J* • 

Dans le cas o^ Fune des Puiflanccs n'agiroit qtiJ^ 
comme avudHare, la Puiflance qui fe txpvfvdra feulc 
attaquee, pourra traiter de }a Paix feparemcttt^ mau 
4e Maniere a ce qu^l n'e^i refulte aucun l^ejudice 
<omr<$ la Puidsmce auxiliaire, et .^u'dUe fomne 
meme, autant qull fera poffiU^, a fon Avahtage 
(dired. A cet Effet il fera donne connoiflance ^ 
k Puiffimce auxi&ore du Mode et duTems eonveavi 
BOttr I'Ouveitare des Negedatxms. Art 14. 






( 39 > 

REMARQUES. 

Par le . fimple Rapprochement de& Articles les 

plu9 marquans des deux Traites, I'on apperjoit 

d*abprd que le Pa£ke de Fasulle ^toit waiment un 

Trait^e d'AUiaoce offenfive et defenfive, puKqu'U 

portoiten luimemer Obligation pour laPuijQGuice 

amie qui n*etait point en Gueire, de regarder 

rFjmemi de {on Amie comme le fiien prgpre ; au 

lieu que r Alliance de 1796 n'eft par elle memo 

(yie defenj[xY€gt puifqu'elle n'exige de la Puiflance 

amie ijpii i!e.trouve menacee ou attaquee que cer* 

taini^ Secours^ et que TAlliance ne devient ofienfive 

q^ quWKl le^ MQti£$ d'Hoftilites portant Prejudice 

aux deux Parties^ elles viendroient i declarer la 

Ouenre d'un coaunun Accord. Cette Obfervation 

eft d'autant plus necefifaire que T Ardcle 1 . du Traite 

de 1796 s*cxprime ainfi, '* IL exiftera a perpetuite 

^^ line Aliiimce oSeniive et defeniive entre la Re. 

pul)lique Fran^aife et fa Majefte Catholique Ic 

Roi d'Efpagne/* c?tte Expreffion vague pourroit 

faire croire a ceux qui ne Uroient pas avec Atten^ 

tion le Traite et furtout a ceux qui n^ le Compa- 

reroient pas avec le PaSe de Famille, que T Alliance 

offeHfire et defenfiVe a^iuelle^ exifte dans un meme 

Moment, c'efl k dire que TAmi de cdui qui eft 

attaquc doit ipfo fado confiderer TEnnemi de 

celui-ci comme le fien propre et fe croire en Etat 

de Guerre avec lui, par confcquent hors dePof- 

fibilite de refter n^^tre enyers luL 

faire Attention au 

796, et furtout 

D 4 ^ la 
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. U eft element important de fail 
teitc 4e f*Arrfcte 11 du Traite de r 
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I la Phrafe : ** Mcttront en aflivitc Ics pl\ii 
f^ gralides Forces quil leur fera poffiblc." Car ccs 
F^orccs nc font et nc peuvcnt ctre qu'une Augr 

lAektaden des Secours i. faire aux Secours ftipules^i 
mais une Augmentation qui ne peut avoir lieu : 
i*^ Que quand les Secours fcumis nc fuffiroient 
point : 2^ Que fuivant les Facuhcs et les Facilites 
que pourroit avoir la Piiiffance requife pour feire 
1* Augmentation. L^on fent d'abord que la Chofc 
ne peut etre autrement. i^ Parce que fi ou voulait 
comprendre par la dite Phrafe que laPuiffance requife- 
devrait ** Mettre en aftivitc tputes fes Forces j'^ ce 
ferait abfurde, puis qu'elle ne pourrait pas fkire 
d'Avantage, fi elle etait elle mcme en Guerre avcc 
I'Ennemi de fon Ami. 2** Parce que 1' Article .13 du 
meme Traite n^exige I'emploi de la Totalitc des 
Forces de la Puiffance requife que " Lorfque les 
^ deux Puiflances viendroient a declarer la Guerre 
f« d'u^ conunun Accord a d*autres Puiffances.*' 



(Tranflation of No. 13.) 

Difference between the Family Compad of 
1761, and the Treaty of Alliance of 1796^ 
between Spain and France. 

Family Compad. Treaty of 1706. 

According to theFj^- According to the 
Biily CompaQ:, the Two Treaty of 1796, if pnc 
Powers will confider as of the Two Powers finds 

itfelf 
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their Enemy everyPower 
who ihall become Enemy 
to One of the Two 
Qrowns. Art i. 

The inviolable and 

mutual Guarantee ihall 

be fuppgrted by all their 

Forces j and their Ma^^ 

jellies, according to the 

Principle which is the 

Bafis of this Treaty, 

agree that whoever at^p 

tacks the one Crown at* 

^cks the other. Art. 2 . 

(Here follow the 

Articles relative 

to the Firft Sue- 

cpnrs}^ 

The Firft Succours 
^c to be coniidered as 
an Obligation infepa- 
rable from the Ties of 
Relationfhip and inti- 
mate Union, and thefe 
Succours ihall be the 
leaft that the Power re- 
quired can do* for the 
Power who may ftand 
in nped of Afliftance; 
but as the Intention of 
the Two Kings is, that 



itfelf threatened or at« 
tacked> the other pro* 
mifes, engages, . an4 
obliges itfelf to be aiding 
with its good Offices^ 
and to aflift it when fo; 
required, according to 
the Stipulation of the fol- 
lowing Articles. Art. 2. 

(Here follow the 
Articles relativ^^ 
to the Succours). 



If the (aid Succours are 
or fhould become infuffi- 
cient, the Two Powers 
ihall put in Adion the 
greateft Force in their 
Power, as well by Sea 
as by Land, againft the 
Enemy of the Power at- 
tacked, which Power 
fhall employ the faid 
Forces either conjointly 
or feparatcly, according 
to a Plan that fiiall be 

con- 
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concerted between dienu 
Art. II. 

The Succours: ftipu* 
lated by die procedk^ 
Article ihall be fur- 
nifHed in any War vAiidt 
the contradting Poven 
may have to carry 00^ 
even fliould the Futy 
required not be dirediy 
interefled therein, «p4 
ilKmld only a3: as Aux* 
iliary. Art. 12^ 



a War once begun by 
or againfl One of the 
Two Crowns, fhall be« 
pme proper and per- 
fcmal to the other j it is 
a^eed, that as foon as 
the Two Kings ftiall be 
in a State of War with 
the fame Enemy or Ene- 
mies, the Obligation of 
t)ie faid Succours fhall 
eeafi:, and in lieu thereof 
Ike Two Crowns fhall 
be bound to make war 
conjoindy in employing 
therein the Whole of 
their Force. Art. i6. 



In cafe the Motives fer Hoflilities fhould be fq 
prejudicial to both Parties as to induce them to de- 
clare War by common Confent againft Qfle or 
more Powers, the , Limitations eftablifhed in the 
preceding;. Articles fhall ceafe to have Effeft, an^ 
the Two contrafling Powers fhall be bound to em- 
ploy againft the common Enemy the Whole of they^ 
Forces by Sea and Land, and to concert I^f t^ 
direct fuch Forces eithcf coUedively or feparately, 
-towards fuch Points as may be deemed moft adv 
vifable. They alfo bind themielves in the Cafe 
pointed out in this Article, not to treat f3r Pes^e, 
but by common Confent, and m f^ch a Manner as 

that 
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^lacteach Party may d>tam that Sads&ftioa to whicl| 
daey are entitled^ Art. 13. 

£a ca& one of the Payrers S%<»M a£| cnhp a| 
avpiiary, that Power whicl^ alone (hall be attackeil 
mas^ tcestf fov Fbace feparately , bi|t ib as^ ta preveiii 
any Prejudice refitking therefroia to the aiudliarf 
Pmftt^ and moceover fo as it may tend as mudi as 
paffikie to iti^ dsre£i Advantage J for vtacli Parpofii 
xiodce fliall be given to the auxifi^ V^vf^^ of the 
Mode and Tin^e agreed upon for ^e Ope;aing of the 

^c^otkt^ioiis. Art«^ f 4* 

« 

HEMARKSr 

By fimply comparing the mofl ftriking Artielet 
of the Two Treaties, it clearly af^aears that th^ 
Family Compad was in ReaUty a Treaty of Alliance 
pffenfive.and defenfive, fmce it ftipnlated, that the 
sJlicd Power who was nc^ at War ihould coniider 
the Enemy of his Ally as his own, whilil the Al- 
liance of 1796 is in itielf merely defenfive, inafmuch 
as it only exa&s certain Succours from the allied 
Power who may be menaced or attacked, and that 
the Alliance does not become offenfive, unlefs the 
lAotires for Hoililities being prejudicial to both 
p!arties» they fhould declare War by common 
Coflfent. This Obfervation is fo much the more 

s 

0ece§Euy, as the firft Article of the Treaty of 1 79S 
i[ias Uii) Expreilion : ^' There ihall exift a perpetual 

• 

*^ AUianee offenfiye and defenfive between the 
*' Fr^ich Republic and his Catholic Majefty the 
?* JKiag of Spain/* Thofe who may not attcAtively 

perufe 
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pierufe the Treaty, and thofe particularly who may 
not compare it with the Family Compad, might 
be led from this vague Expreflion, to believe that 
an offenfive aild defenfive Alliance anally exifts* 
at (me and the {ame Time ; that is to (ay, that 
the Ally of the Power attacked muft ipfo fado con- 
iider the Enemy of that Power as his own, and be» 
lieve himfelf in a State of War with him, and confe* 
quently as out of his Power to continue neutral tcfi 
wards him. 

It is equally important to attend to the Text of 
Ae nth Article of the Treaty of 1796, and parti- 
cularly to the Phrafe, " fhall put in Adion the 
•* greateft Force in their Power,'* • for this Force 
is, and can only be, an Augmentation of the Sue<p 
cours to be made to the flipulate^ Succours; 
but it is an Augmentation which can take place, 
Firft, only in the Event of the Succours fumiflied 
not being fufEcient ; and. Secondly, only according 
to the Power and Means which the Party required 
may have for making the Augmentation. One fees 
at once that it cannot be otherwife : Firft, becaufe 
if by the aforefaid Phrafe it was meant that die 
Power required fhould be confidered as bound to put 
in Aflion all his Forces, it would be abfurd, fincc 
he could not do more even were he himfelf at War 
with the Enemy of his Ally : Secondly, becaufe 
the 1 3th Article of the fame Treaty exafts the Em- 
ployment of the Whole of the Forces of the Power 
required, only in the Cafe wherein the two Poweri 
fhould declare War by common Confent againfl 
other Powers. 

No. 14* 



( 45 ) 

No, 14. ' 

Memorandum, without Signature or Date, 
from the Chevalier d'jAjiduaga, recdved 
ill September 1 8 03, 

T * ESPAGNE Allice de la France et en meme 
Temps Amie de T Angleterre fe voit aujourd'hui 
dans le Cas de remplir envers toutes les deux lies 
Devoirs de I'Alliance et de rAmitie. 

Le Traitc d' Alliance conclu avec la France in 
1796, quoique appelle d* Alliance oflfenlive et 
defenfive, n'etant proprement que d*une Alliance 
purement defenfive, fuivant la Teneur de tous fes 
Articles, et la Diflference marquante qui exifte entre 
les Eogagemens qu'il contient et ceux que portoit 
le Pa£te de Famille de 1761. Sa Majefte Catho- 
lique croit pouvoir concilier, avec TEngagement de 
foumir a la France les Secours ftipules en vertu de 
Traite de 1796 fon Defir le plus vif de maintenir 
les Rapports d'Amitie envers le Roi Britannique. 

La bonne Intelligence et rHarmonie parfaite qui 
ont rcgnc entre les deux Monarques depuis le 
RetabliiTement de la demiere Paix, les Procedes re- 
ciproques, et les Principes du Droit des Gens a 
fuivre dans des Circonftances pareilles a celles ou 
fe ^trouvent main tenant TEfpagne et T Angleterre, 
font autant de Raifons qui prouvent la Juftice et la, 
Neceffite de la Conduite que le Roi Catholique fe 
propofe de fuivre aujourd'hui. La France fe bor- 
nant a la Requifition des Secours ftipules, et 

I'Efpagne 
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l^Efpagnc a les lui fournir, fans d*ailleurs fe pcrmettre 

aucun A8tc d'Hoftilite direde envers T Angletcrrc i 

Sa IMajefte CathoUque ne peut pas douter un 

Initant que Sa Majefte Britannique ne fe montre dif^ 

pofee a adherer ^ la Conduite de ia Majefte Ca^ 

tholique envers elle. 

Par cette Adhefion Sa Msgefti^ Britarnnqne don» 

neroit d'abord a TEfpagnc et i toute PEtiropc une 

M^irqtie de Sa Juftice, de Sa Sagefle, let de* fM 

Impartialite, elle diftingueroit une Puiflance amie <jm 

ne foumit point de Secours k TEnnemie d*Anj^e- 

terre par Ambition, Haine, on aucune Vue videiife^ 

ni d'autres contre elle, mais feulement pour rem-- 

plir des Engagemens generaux cventuels et prb 

dans des Terns anterieurs, d'une Puiflance qui fe 

lieroit avec TEnnemi de T Angleterre contre cclk-cl - 

dans le meme Moment de la Guerre, dans le memci 

Efprit, les mcmes Vues hoftiles que fon ARi6c- 

. Sa Majefte Britannique procureroit a Royaume Uni 

de TAngleterre et de Tlrlande le graund ATantagc 

pour fes Habitans de la Continuation de leur Com* 

mcrce avec i'Efpagnc, non feulement pendant ia 

Guerre aduelle, mais aufli dans toirtes cdles 6u, ' 

n'ayant pas de part ni d'autre aucun Sujet de 

plainte, TAngleterre condnueroit en bonne Amitic 

avec TEfpagne malgre qu*elle fe troirvereit en Guerre 

avec la France ; Sa Majefte Britannique fixeroit 

en outre d^s a prefent la jufte Idee que Ton doit 

avoir, furtout en Angleterre, que la P "pture avec 

la France n'entraine point, ipfo h&o «t d'apres les 

Traitcs, celle avec P£§>agne. 

Sa 
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Sa Majeftc Britannique et fon Miniftere font trop 
Juftes et trop ^claires pour l^r fuppofer une Opi- 
nion contraire Air les Principes indiques^ et fur les 
Avantages qui en refulteroient pour PAngleterre 
meme du Concours de ceUe-ci au Syfteme de Con- 
duite dc Efpagne. Le Roi en eft tellcment conr 
vaincu.qu'il ne es permet point lemoindre Doute a 
ce Sujet, et s*attend avec une endure Conjfiance k 
recevoir dans TAdhefion de Sa Majefte Britannique 
et de fon Crouvemement au Syfteme de Conduite 
du Roi J une nouvelle Preuve de leur Droiture et 
de leors Sentimens amicales pour ie Roi et pour ia 
Natiox>^£fpagnoie. 



(Tranflation of No. 14.) 

c PAIN, the Ally of France, and at the fame Time 
a Friend of England, finds herfelf at this Moment 
called upon to fulfil towards each of them the re- 
Ipeflive Duties of Alliance and of Friendfhip* 

The Treaty of Alliance concluded with France 
in 1 796, although termed an offenfive and defenfive 
Alliance, being only, properly fpeaking, an Alliance 
ftridbly defenfive, according to the Tenour of all its 
Articie's, and the ftriking Difference which exifls be- 
tween its Engagements, and thofe contained in the 
Family Compaft of 1761, his Catholic Majefly 
trufts, )ie can reconcile his Engagements to furnifh 
to France the Succours ftipulated by the Treaty of 
1796, with his moft ardent Defire to maintain his 

friendly 
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fiiendly Connexions with His Britannick Majefljf. 
The perfeft Harmony and good Underftanding^ 
ivhich have fubfifted betwe^ti the Two Monarchs 
fince the Re-eftablifhment of the laft Peace ; the re- 
ciprocal Proceedings and the Principles of the llav 
of Nations to be purfued under Circumftancda 
fimilar to thofe in which Great Britain and Spainaiv; 
aduaiiy placed^ are fo many Reafons, which ptoipe 
the Juftice and the Neceflity of the Condud, which 
his Catholic Majefty propofes to purfue at the pre^* 
fent Moment. France confining herfelf to the Re* 
qnifition of the ftipulated Succours, and Spain, to 
fumilhing them to her, but without allowing h^irfelf 
to commit any Ad of dired Hoftility againft Eng- 
land ; His Catholic Majefty cannot for a Moment 
doubt of His Britannick Majefty's Difpofition td 
obferve a like Condud on His Part. 

By fuch a Condud, His Britilh Majefty Would^ 
in the Firft Inftance, afford to Spain, and to all 
Europe, a Proof of His Juftice, of His Wifdoni,^ 
and of His Impartiality. He would make aDiftin<i^ 
tion between a friendly Power who did Hot fur* 
nifli Succours to His Enemies through Ambition^ 
B-efentment, any vicious Views, or others inimici^l 
to Him, but folely to fulfil general eventual Eiw 
gagements previoufly contraded, and the Power 
who fliould form Connedions inimical to Englattd 
with her Enemy, in the very Moment of War, and 
with the fame hoftile Spirit and Views as its A^ly- 
His Britannic Majefty would obtain for the People 
of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland 

th« 
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the great Advantage of the Continuance of their 
Commerce with Spain, not only during the prefent 
"War, but alfo in all thofe in which neither Party 
liaving any Subjeft of Complaint againft the other, 
JElngland would remain in Friendfhip with Spain, 
xiotwithftanding her being at War with France. His 
JBritannic Majefty would befides eflabllih from this 
IMoment the juft Idea which fliould be entertained, 
Specially in England, that a Rupture with France 
cToes not necelTarily produce ipfo fa£to, and, accor- 
^ng to Treaties, a Rupture with Spain. 

His Britannic Majefty and His Miniftry are too juft 
and too enlightened for it to be fuppofed that they 
can entertain an Opinion contrary to the Principles 
above ftated, or to the Advantages which England 
-would derive from them, even fliould flie agree to 
the Syftem of Condudk purfued by Spain. So fully 
convinced is the King of this, that he cannot en- 
tertain the fmalleft Doubt upon the Subjeft ; and 
he expedts with perfeft Confidence to receive, in 
the Concurrence of His Britannic Majefty and of 
His Government in the Syftem of the King's Con- 
dufl:, a new Proof of their Redtitude, and of .their 
friendly Sentiments towards the King and the Spanifli 
People. 



» « 



No, I c. 
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No. 15. 

Memorandum from the Chevalier d' Anduaga, 
without Signature or Date, received ift 
September 1803. 

T A Qucftion pour PAdh^fion de TAngleterre i 
la Neutralite de I'Efpagne paroit fe reduire a 
fixer fi leTraite de I'Efpagne avec la France de 
1796, eft d'une Alliance oflFenfive ou defenfive. 

L'on convient que fi ceTraite ne contenait que 
des Stipulations de Secours limitcs, on pourroit le ' 
confiderer cbmme d'une Alliance purement de- 
fenfive ; mais comme T Article premier du Traitc 
dit. ** II exiftera a Perpetxiite une Alliance offcn- 
five et defenfive entre la Republique Fran9oife et 
fa Majeftc Catholique," et qu'en outre rArticl'e 
II. " porte que fi les Secours ftipules etoient ou 
devenoient infuffifans, les deux Puiflances mettront 
en Aftivite les plus grandes Forces qu'il leur fera 
poifible'* I'on pretend que par cette nouvelle Obli- 
gation les Secours deviennent illimites et PAliiance 
prehd alors le Charaftere d'offenfive. 

Quant a 1' Article premier du Traitc, on doit ob* * 
ferver que TAUiance offenfive et defenfive dont il' 
parle, font dans le Fond deux Alliances, chacune 
d*un Genre different, et qui fe rapportent ^ deuxf ^ 
Epoques diffcrentes : la premiere, eft celle ou la 
Puiffance amie de TAllie menace, ou attaque, n*agit - 
que comme Auxiliaire : la feconde celle oiX tous 
les deux viendroient a declarer la Guerre d'un com- 
mun Accord a une ou plufieurs Puiffances. La pre» 

mieiv 
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miere Epoque appartient a 1' Alliance defeniive ; la 

ieconde, a rAlliance offenfive; et quoique TAr- 

'^cle I. embraflc les deuxEpoques colleftivemcnt, 

les autres Articles du Traitc les diftingucnt de la 

IVIanicre la plus claire, ct ron y voit que T Alliance 

<Jefenfiye a Ueu dans un Cas, et 1' Alliance ofienfive 

cians . un autt-e, le quel n'eft qu* hypothetique, nc 

pouvant avoir lieu que quand les deux Allies vien- 

droient aidcclarer la Guerre d'un commun Accord. 

I^SLr confequent T Alliance defenfive peut exifter fans 

qvi.*elle devienne offenfive, ct fans qu*il y ait de Con- 

^J^atdidion avec TArticle premier qui fait Mention 

d^ toutcs les deux a la Fois. 

Cette meme . Diftinftion des deux AlUances et 

d^s deux Epoques fert egalement pour expliquer 

* -Article II. dajis fon vrai Sens et aveclajufticc 

^vte requicrt la Definition d'un Devoir fur la Nature 

^t: rjEtendue duquel il s'eleve des Doutes. Le Traitc 

^^i meme fixe et fepare dans fes Articles tellement 

les deux Alliances et les deux Epoques, que par leur 

^nipleLeaure on trouver que 1' Article i2. termine 

la. premiere Epoque et que dans T Article 13, com- 

^^c^nce la feconde; c'eft a dire, que T Article ii. 

^F>partient a rAlliance defenfive et TArticIe 13. k 

**-AHiaiice offenfive: il feut done que T Article 11. 

^^^nyne appartenant ^ TEpoque de T Alliance defen- 

*^^ej foit explique d'apres la Nature de cette Alli- 

^^"^-ceicct d'apres I'Analogie que la Condition ac^ 

^^ffoirieque j' Article ii. contient, a avec les Con- 

^^tioii$ prijucipales mcntionnces dans les Articles 

E 2 La 
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La Nature de PAlIiance defenfive eft d^obliger 
PAuxiliaire ^ foumir a T Allie des Secours limites ; 
et c'eft encore le cas dans 1' Alliance in queftion : 
car TExpreffion " Mettront en Aftivitc les plug 
grandes Forces qu'il leur fera poffible,** ne pcut ct 
ne doit fe conftruire comme fi PAuxiliaire ieiibit 
oblige a faire. les memes Efforts que TAIlie ;• xnfaig 
chacun proportionellement ^ la Nature de (a Situa- 
tion Tun met en Aftivite pour fe defendxte de fon 
Ennemi et lui faire tout le mal poflible, toutes^es 
Forces ; I'autre pour aider fon Ami, ajoute aux Se- 
cours foumis ceux qu'il lui fera poffible encore ; 
mais toujours fuivant fa Qualite d'AuxiUaire et en 
proportion avec les Secours ftipulcs. L'£xprei&on 
de TArdcle 1 1. qui paroit d-abord vouloir engager 
r Auxiliaire a founur k I'AIlie autant ou plus par h 
Suite n'a au Fond d'autre Signification qui celle-ci : 
*• r Auxiliaire ajoutera ce qu*il pourra" aux Secours 
flipules ; et quoique la Quantite des nouveauz Se- 
cours n'eft pas fixee dans T Article i r. Ton fent bien 
qui c'efl parce qu*on ne peut pas exiger beaucoup 
de PAuxiliaire apres avoir re9u ce que, fuivant la 
Nature de P Alliance, P Auxiliare etoit oblige de four- 
nir. Et c'eft encore un Avantage pour TAuxiliaire 
quel' Article ii. ne fpecifie point la Quantite qu'on 
doit ajouter aux premiers Secours : car autrement 
TAUie feroit le Maitre de prefcrire comluen 
TAuxiliare devroit lui foumir conformeitiiei^t ai| 
Traite au lieu qu'a prefent c'eft rAuxiliaire msme- 
\ qui doit fixer Tetendue des Secours d'apres fa 
Fofuion et fes propres Interets, fans manquer 

pourtant 
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pourtant a fes Engagements, L* Auxiliaire fe troii- 
vant dans le Cas de fe decider fur ce Point, ne 
peut jamais s'ecarter de la Regie qu*il doit fui;Te 
dans fon precede, s'il veut conferver fon Carad^re 
d'Auxiliaire et menager fes propres Intercts. Un 
de fes premiers Intercts eft celui de conferver fes 
Liens d'Amitie et de bonne Harmonic avec ' la 
Puiffance qui feroit en Guerre avec fon Allic j 
puifque fi TAuxiliaire depafibit les Bomes de fa 
Pofition envers lui en foumiflant des Secours con- 
fiderables, il dcgenereroit en vrai Ennemi de la dite 
Puiflance. Cette Confideration eft auifi le mdUeur 
garant pour la meme Puiflance que TAuxiliaire^ fe 
renfermeradans les Bomes prefcrites pas fa Pofition* 

II s'en fuit done que conformement aux Regies de 
la Juftice, de UEquite et de la Pofition d'lm Auxiliare 
envers fon AUie, on doit plut6t diminuer la Portion 
(des Subfides i ajouter; parce qu' en fixant la Ligne 
tic Demarcation entre I'Alliance defcnfivc et TAlli- 
* ance ofiehnve, plufr on pancfaera du Cote de celle-ci^ 
plvL^ la Puiflance Auxiliaire $'approche du Rifque 
d^efttrer en Guerre contre fa Volonte, et plus elle 
ie prive des Forces dont elle a befoin pour fa pro- 
pre Confarvation en cas qu*elle ait elle meme une 

Gttferre a foutenir. 

'Tout ce Raifoimement eft appuye fur le Traite 

meme de 1796. Parcequc apr^s avoir parle des 

Secours k fbumir d'abbrd, et de meitre enfuite en 

^ A^vitc les plus grandes Forces qu*il fera pofliblc 

V^ deux Puifiances, il eft dit dans TArticle 13. 

Jt>rf .... ^ 
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que quand elles viendront k declarer la Guerre d'un 

. commun Accord^ les " Limitations ctablies" dans 

les Articles prccedens, ccflcront d'avoir lieu. D*o]i 

rbn voit encore que meme d'apres T Article 1 3. 

les Secours a aiouter font rcconnus commedes 

■f » » • • ■ » 

Secours limited, 



(Tranflation of No. 15.) 

T^HE Queftion, whether England Ihall acknow- 
ledge the Neutrality of Spain, appears to be re- 
duced to the determining whether the Treaty of that 
Power with France of the Year 1796, is an of- 
fenfive or de&nfive Alliance. It is agreed, that if 
this Treaty merely contains Stipulations of limited 
Succours, it might be confidered as an Alliance 
ftriaiy defcAfive ; but as it is ftated in the Firft Artir 
cle of the Treaty, " there fliall exift a perpetual of- 
fenfiye and defenfivc Alliance between the French 
Republic and his Catholick Majefty;'* and more- 
over, in the Second Article, that if the ftipulat^ 
Succours were or fhould become infufficient, the 
Two Powers fhould put in Aftion the grealfeft 
Forces in their Power ; it is pretended, that by 
this new Obligation the Succours become unlimited, 
and therefore the Alliance takes an offenfive Cha- 
rafter. 

With 
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* Willi refpefl: to the firft Article of the Treaty, 
it 18 to be obferved, that the offenfive and defenfivc 
Alliance i^ken of is in fad two Alliances, each of 
a dtflferent Kind, and which refer to two different 
Periods. The Firft is that in which the Power, 
whofe Ally is threatened or attacked, ads merely 
as an Auxiliary. The Second is that in which both 
Powers ihould declare War by common Confent 
againft one or more Powers, The firft Period relates 
to defenfive, the Second to offenfive Alliance ; and 
although the firft Article embraces the two Periods 
colledively, the other Articles of the Treaty diiHn- 
guifh them in the cleareft Manner ; and it is evi- 
dent that the defenfive Alliance takes place in one 
Cafe, and the offenfive Alliance in another ; which 
latter is merely hypothetical, as it cannot take 
place, but when the two Allies fhall declare War 
by common Confent; ' confequently ' the defenfive 
Alliance may exift, without its becoming an offen- 
five Onie, and without being in Contradiflion to the 
firft article, which fpeaks of the One and the other 
at the fame Time. 

This fame DifUnftion of the two Alliances, and 
of the two Periods, ferves equally to explain the 
Eleventh Article in its true Senfe, and with that 
Juflice which is required by the Definition of 3. 
Duty, on the Nature and Extent of which Doubt§ 
have arifen. The Treaty itfelf fixes and f^parates in 
its Articles the two Alliances, and the two Periods, 
in.fuch a Manner as, that, on ;he bare reading pf 

s 4 it 
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it, one difcovcrs tb^t the Article 12. clofea the firft 
Period ; and that the fecond commences at Article 
1$. that 18 to fay, that Article ii. relates to Defau* 
five Alliance, and Article J 3. to oflFenfive Alliance, 
from which it refults, that Article ii. 9s relating 
to the Period of Defenfive Alliance, ibould be ex«- 
plained according -to the Nature of that Alliance^ 
smd according to the Analogy which the accefibzy 
Condition contained in Article 1 1» has with theprin«> 
dpal Conditions mentioned in the preceding Arti- 
cles. 

The Nature of Defenfive Alliances is to compel 
an Auxiliary to fumifii to his Ally limited Succour ; 
2fid this is the Ca£e in the Alliance inqueftipn; 
for the Expreffion, ^^ fliall put in Action the greateft 
•Force in their Power/' neither can nor ought to 
be conilrued as if the Auxiliary was compdied to 
make the fame Efforts as the Ally, but each One in . 
proportion to the Nature of his Situation. The 
One puts in A&ioa allliis Forces to defend himfelf 
againft the Enemy'^ or to do him all poflible lo- 
jury ; the cth6r adds to the Succours to be fur- 
nifhed any other in his Power, to affift his Ally, 

but always In quality <tf'Atixiiiaiyv ^i^d ii^ V^*^^ 
portion to theftipiilati^d Succours; That Exprefiion 
of Article 1 1 . which appears in the Firft Inftance to 
call upon the Auxiliary to funlifh ultimately as 
much or more to His AHy, has, in Faftjj no other 
Meaning than this :- '* The Auxiliary ffiall m«kc 
whatever Addition may be in Jiis Power to the 

ftipulated 
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Itipulated Bixccours V' and, aldlough the Amount 

-of the new Succours isnot fixed m Article 1 1. it is 

eridenty that it is becaufemuch cannot be required 

of the Auziiiary, after having received that which, 

; acoondiiig to the Nature of the Alliance, the Anx* 

iikfff wias bound to fumifh. And it is alfo an Ad- 

vaatage to die Auxiliary, that Article 1 1. does not 

specify the Amount to^ be added to the Firft Sac« 

cbstrs, for, otherwife, the Ally would have the 

IVlwer to prefcribe how much the Auxiliary ought 

to fumiih him in Conformity to the Treaty ; inftead 

of which at prefent it is the Auxiliary, himfelf who 

is to fix the Extent of the Succours, according to 

hii Pofition and his own Interefts, but, however, 

iHiihout failing in his Engagements. The Auxiliary 

bdng caUed upon to decide upon this Point, can 

never depart from the Rule which he ought to . 

follow in his J^ceedings, if he means to prefer ve his 

Gharader of Auxiliary, and to confult his own In- 

terefb* One of his firft Interefts is that of prefer* 

ving his Connexions of Friendfhip and good Un- 

deritanding with the Power who may be at war with 

lus Ally, fince^ if the Auxiliary ihould exceed the 

Limits of his Duty towards the Ally by fumifhhig 

cdnQderable Succours, he would degenerate into 

the real Enemy of the faid Power. This Confidera- 

tion is likewife the fureft Guarantee to t^at Power, 

that the Auxiliary will confine himfelf within the 

Boundaries which his Situation prefcribes. 



It 
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It therefore follows^ that^ conformably to the 
Rules of Juftice and of Equity, and of th« Pofition 
of ah Auxiliary towards its Ally, the Proportion \ 
of Subfidies to be added fhould rather be lefTened ; 
becaufe, in fixing the Line of Demarcation between 
a defenfive and ofienfive Alliance, the more one ' 
fhall incline to the latter, the more the auxiliary ' 
Power would incur the Rifk of being forced into 
a War, and the more would fhe deprive herfelf of 
.thofe Forces of which fhe would fland in need for 
her own Prdfervation, in cafe fhe b^rfelf fhould have 
a War to fuflain. 

All this Reafoning is founded upon the Treaty 
of 1796 itfelf ; becaufe, after having fpoken of the 
Succours to be fumiflied in the firft Inflance, and 
afterwards of putting in Aflion the greatefl Force 
which both Powers can bring forward, it \& ftated, 
in the 13th Article, that, when they declare War 
by common Confent, the ** Limitations eflablifhed** 
in the preceding Articles fhall ceafe to have Effefl:. 
From whence k is clear, that eveh, according to 
Article 13, the additional Succours are acknow- . 
ledged to be limited Succours. 



No. f 6. 
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No. 16. 
Dilpatch from J. H. Frcre Efquire to Lord 
Hawkefbury, dated Madrid, X2th Sep- 
tember 1803. 
My Lord, 

nrHE enclofed Note was fent in confequence of 
my being informed that General Bournonville 
h£d obtained PermiiEon for about 1500 Men, be- 
tween Saflors and Artillery-men, to pafs to Ferrol, 
to man the Ships there. I can hardly flatter myfelf 
that my Remonftrance will be attended to ; but 
I thought it ufeful and neceflary to enter a Pro- 
teft agiaioft a Proceeding contrary to the Principles 
of the Neutrality hitherto profefled by this Govern- 
ment, and which came fo nearly within the Scope 

of the Inftrudions which I received from your 
Lordflup. 

I have the Honour to be, 

(Signed) J. H. PRE RE. 
Tile Right Honourable Lord Hawkefbury, 
&c. &c* &c. 



(Inclofurein No. 16.) 

Note from J. H. Frere Efquire to Don Pedro 
Cevallos, dated 9th September 1803. 

Monfieur, 

JE viens de re9evoir des Nouvelles, de TExaftitude 
defquelles je ne puis pas douter, qui m'annon- 
cenc des Prcparatif^' oart du Gouverneraent 

Efpagnol 
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Efpagnol pour facillter le Paflage d'un Corps con- 
fiderable de Marins & d'Artilleurs deftines a renfor-. 
cer la Flotte Fran9iire a&uellement a Ferrol. 

Les Inftru£lions que je tiehs de ma Cour pour 
ma Conduite en cas de I'Entree des Troupes Fran- 
jaifes fur le Territoire Efpagnol font fi claires & fi 
pofitives, etce cas ell fi analogue acelui dont il eft 
a£luellement queftion, que je ne puis gueres douter 
de la Maniere dont ce Procede fera envifage par 
mon Gouverncment, & pendant que jem*emprefle 
de lui en falre part, je dois protefter de la Maniere 
la plus formelle contre une Infradion auffi ecla- 
tante de la Neutrality de TEfpagne. 

II feroit peutctre fuperflu de vouloir ici faire va- 
loir les Egards fcrupuleux qu'onc eu lesOfficiers 
de Sa Majefte Britannique pour le Territoire 
d'Efpagne, puifque Votre Excellence efl deja bicn 
convaincue, que telle eft intention du Gouverne- 
ment fous lequel ils fervent ; je ne puis pourtant 
m'empecher de lui en citer un Exemple recent, 
ou dans la Chaleur de la Pourfuite, & fur le Point 
memede faiGr fa Prife, la Flotte Anglaife a refpede 
la Neutralite des Cotes Efpagnoles, & a permis . a 
une Fregate ennemie de fe refiigier xians ce meme 
Port, d'ou avec les Secours qui y arrivent de la 
France elle fortira poor la combattre. 

II a ete TObjet conftant de tous mes Efforts ,de 
faire fentir a ce Gouveraement le veritable Int^et 
^u'il a a conferver rAmitie.& la bonne Intelli- 
gence qui fubfifteot entre les denx Couronnes : Sa 

Majeft6 
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Majefie a deji prouve au Monde entier, par ane 
Moderation fans Ezemple, le haut Prix qu'ElIe at- 
tache a ce Syfteme, & qu'ElIe y attachera toujours 
pendant qu'EUe verra quelque Efp^rance d'une Dif« 
pofiuon reciproque de la Pait de TEfpagne ; maii je 
a'oft pas croire qu'EUe verra avec IndifFerenee 
une Conduite fi peu conforme a la fienne, ou 
qu'EUe pourra reconnoitre la Neutralite de cette 
Puiflance, dont les Ports feroient deveiius, noa 
TAfyle, msus les Cbantiers^ fc les Arfenaux de Ton 

Eonemi. 

Je profite de cette Occafion pour, &c. 

(Signe) J. H-FRERE. 
A. S. E. Don Pedro Cevalios^ 
&c. &c. &c. 



(Tranflation of Inclofure in No, i6.) 
Sir, 9 th September 1803; 

T HAVE juft received Accounts, of the Accuracy 
of which I cannot doubt, informing me of the 
Preparations made by the Spanifli Government to 
facilitate the Paffage of a confiderable Body of 
Marines and Artillerymen deftin^d to reinforce 
the French Fleet now at Ferrol. 

The Inftruftions with which my Court has fur- 
nifhed me for my Conduft in the Event of French 
Troops entering the Spanifli Territory, are fo clear 
and pofitive, and the prefenc Cafe is fo analogout 
thereto, that I have little Doubt of the Light in 
which this Proceeding will be looked upon by my 

Govern* 
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Government ; and at the fame Time that I haften 
to communicate it to you, I mufl: proteft, in the 
mod formal Manner, againft fuch a flagrant Breach 
of the Neutrality of Spain. 

It would probably be fuperfluous, in this Place, 
to attempt to do Juftice to the fcrupulous Refpe£l: 
which the Officers of His Britannic Majefty have 
fliewn for the Spanifli Territory, fince your Ex- 
cellency is already well convinced, that fuch is the 
Intention of the Government under which they 
ferve, I cannot, however, refrain from .quoting 
a recent Inflance, in which^ during the Heat of 
the Purfuit, and even on the very Point of captur- 
ing the Prize, the Englifti Fleet refpefted the 
Neutrality of the Spanifh Coafl, and permitted an 
Enemy's Frigate to take refuge in the very Port ; 
whence by means of the Succours which arrive 
there from France, (he will put to Sea, for the 
Purpofe of combating that fame Fleet. 

It has been the conftant Objeft of all my Ef- 
forts, to caufe this Government to feel the »«al In- 
tereft it has in preferving the Friendfliip and good 
Underftanding which fubfifts between the two 
Crowns. His Majefty has already proved to the 
whole World, by a Moderation unexampled, the 
high Price which He attaches to this Syftem, and 
which He will continue to attach to it, as long 
as He (hall fee any Hope of a reciprocal Difpofition 
on the Part of Spain ; but I dare not believe that 
He win fee with Indifference a Condudt fo little 
conformable to His own, or that He can acknow- 
ledge 



. / 
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ledge the Neutrality of that Power j^ whole Ports 
ihall have become^ not the Afylum, but the 
Dock Yards and the Arfenals of His Enemy. 
I avail myfelf of this Opportunity to, &c, 

J. H. FRERE. 
To His Excellency Don Pedro Cevallos, 

&c. &c. &c* 



No. 17. 

Extrad of a Difpatch from J. H. Frere 
Efquire to Lord Hawkefbury^ dated Efcu- 
rial, 9th Oftober 1803. — Received 9th 
November. 
T H A.VE to announce to your Lord (hip the Conclu- 
(ion of the Negotiation between this Country 
snd France, agreeably to the Conjefture which I 
llaced in my lad Report to your Lordfhip upon 
the Subjefl ; namely, that, for the prefent Moment,- 
the Difference would be patched up with Money ; 
smd that it can only be for the prefent Moment, 
your Lordfliip will eafily conceive from the Exor- 
Vitance of the Sum, which is no lefs than Six 
millions of Livres a Month ; a Sacrifice beyond 
the Ability of Spain to furnifh, and, as I have dif- 
tinaiy explained to the Prince of Peace, far exceed- 
ing the Limits of any thing but a mere temporary* 
Connivance on the Part of England. 

On the 3d Inftant M. Herman arrived from' 
Tarls, and the fame Evening had a Conference with* 

the 
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the Prince of Peace at this Sitio, The next Day, 
there was a fecond Coilference; at which M. Cevallos 
was prefent. And on the following Day, the Prince 
of Peace fentto acquaint me that every thing was 
fettled; that they had made every Sacrifice to 
preferve their Neutrality ; and that they bad finally 
confented to pay Six Millions of Uvres a Month. - 

The Terms, it Teems, which M. Herman had 
been inftruded to demand, included the Payment 
of Arrears pretended to be due iince the Beginning 
of the War, at this fame Rate, together with a 
I^ayment in advance, the Amount of which I could 
not learn. The Rcfult of thefe Conferences was, 
to reduce them (imply to the monthly Payment of 
Six Millions of Livres. Upon M. Herman's Re«^ 
turn to Madrid, General Boumonville fet o£f bim- 
felf for the Sitio. He had Two fuccefHve Confer- 
c^^Dices with the Prince of Peace ; which termina* 
ted in obtaining fome further Addition to the Teroti 
which had been extorted by M. Herman, the exaS; 
Nature of which I have not yet been able to learn. 
When I prefled the iPrince of Peace upon the Sub- 
jed of the Treaty, he faid that there was nothing. 
l}ut an additional Article about tbeTranfit of French 
Woollens to Portugal. . I then afked what Security 
was obtained for that Country; he faid that was 
fettled: Portugal was to pay a Million of Livres 
a Month ; tha( the Demamd upon Spain was extra* 
vagiant in comparifon ; and that had been made 
ip, he believed, with ^ View of a future Ground of 

Quarrel, 
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Quarrel, in cafe they fhould find thisnifelves vtttihU 
to fulfil the Engagem^u Which thejT had beta 
forced to enter into« He faid^ however, that Orclers 
had been fent to M. Axara to fign a Treaty i and 
that they fhould think no Price too great for the 
MaiBCenance of their Neutrality ^ and he added 
fomething, which implied a Prefumption that fuch 
a Neutrality might continue through the War. 
I interrupted^ and' reminded Him of what I had faid 
on a former Occafion on the fame Subjeft, that I 
thought it poffible that Great Britain might con^ 
nive at a trifling Sacrifice, fuch as that which was 
exaQed from Portugal, or even at the prefent, if 
. confidered merely as a* temporary Meafure, and 
intended to give Time till the Difpofit ion of the great 
Powers of Europe fhould be more decidedly knowii, 
and till thofePowers themfelves fhould be acqiiaintfell' 
with the Circiimflances and Situation of this Coun- 
try. He afked. How was it poflible for iSpain to 
aft otherwife ? That their Conduft was the Eflfeft 
of their Weaknefs, and not of any real Hoflility 
to England. I admitted it ; but addied, that jtfae 
ESefts were the fame : that a Subfidy« fuch as they, 
weire about to grants was a much greater Injury to 
the Interefls of England than any that could be ap- 
prehended from their Hoftrlity. He admitted this ; 
but pleaded the utter Impoflibility of Refiftancey 
and the Neceility of fubmitting to Demands which . 
\vere backed by fuch a Force. I faid, that I hoped . 
that thefe Cpnfiderations would induce England to 
forbear for a l^imie, and that I woofd mbft earneftly 

F recom- 
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rtcommend it to him to look to fomething beyond 
fhe prefent, which could ferve as mothing but a 
tiemporary Expedient. 



No. i8. 

£xtra£l of a Difpatch from John Hookham 
Frere Efquire to Lord Hawkefbury, dated 
Efcuriali 9th Odober 1 803* — Received 
9th November* 

I HAVE referved for a feparate Difpatch feme 
^ Particulars which may perhaips appear intercfting . 
to your Lordihip, with a View to forming a Judge- 
ment refpe&ing the Meafures to be purfued by 
Great Britain, in confeqaence of thofe which have 
been adopted by this Court in their prefent Emer- 
gency ; and I mention them the rather as they may 
perhaps appear neceflkry to juftify my remaining 
here, which I have determined to do till fuch 
Time as I can receive In(lru£lions from Home. 
Your Lordfhip may reft afiured that the Compli- 
ance of the Spanifh Government is the Efied of 
Fear and Conftramt ; and that Fear is nothing lefs < 
than the Apprehenfion, by no Means an exaggera- 
ted one, of feeing a French Army at Madrid, be- 
fore there could be any Poifibility of their receiving 
Support or AiHftanpe from Abroad. Under thefe 
Circumftaitces, and knowing the Character of this 
Government, it will not appear extraordinary to 
your Lordihip, that theyfliould have preferred a' 
remote Dagger to one wluch was preifing and im- 

mediate. 



( «7 ) 

inedUte* At the fame Time I can renture to fiif^ 
that there ne? er was a Time in which the Bridlh 
Goyernment or the Britifh Nation were more po- 
pular here ; not only with the Country in general, 
but with the Court, with the Perfon in P6wer> and 
with the Royal Family ; and it is but doing them 
Ju(iiee to fay, that the Liberality and Generofity of 
hi$ Majefly's Condud has been felt in the Manner 
it ought ; while, on the other Hand, the Diiguft 
which has been created by the Brutality and Info-» 
lence of the French, has rifen to inch a Pitch at 
.to break through all Difguife. 



No. 19. 

Extraa of a Difpatch £rom J. H. Frere 

Efquire to Lord Hawkefbury, dated Efcu- 

rial, iithOdober i8oj« — Received 9tb 

November. 

A FTER having written the Two preceding Dif- 

patches^ I determined once more to call upon 

the Prince of Peace, in order to learn from him, if 

poffible, fomething further refpe^ling the additional 

Terms infifted upon by General Bournonville« He 

told me that our Conference mud be as fhort as 

poffible ; that he had only to tell me, that he had 

not yet figned any Thing, and that moft probably 

he Ihould not ; but that all depended upon the 

Difpofition of Portugal, and upon the Anfwer whicli 

he might get from Mr. Frere when he fliould fee 

F 1 him 



X ^ j) 

\nA tbensxt Daf. I aikedAim what the addkionai 
TerinEs :v!ere ?; '^He aofwefed that they were wholly 
ioafliiiiffible ; ihaA they detnandedv ^^ rEioignement 
;f desTroupes et tc Ffi(fiage.f' I faid, the Paffitge 
(hcovigb S^aioi! t6 PorttngUl h He anrweredi '••li 
^.Paffagcip&riontr-enfiii ia Qifperfion de ao« Trou* 
^* peft— dam no8^ Ports'— pitrtout^'' I reminded him 
#f the Dedafflititfa whicb the Portuguese Govern-^ 
Aenthad iffHta^ that they confidered the Pyreneans 
aa the comittioA Frontier which proteded the Two 
Coimtrb9. ; . ia»d laflitrod Um tfaat Engbnd would 
not fuffer Portugal tp ibniik fri^m thia Declaratioo 
in a cafe like this^ which undoubtedly involved 
the Two Countries in a common Danger. 



.1 . 
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. Exfraft of a Difpatch fVom Lord Hawkelbury 
toJ;H; Prere Efquire, dated Downing 
Street^ 24th November 1803. 

i^OUR. Difpatches to No* 40* inclufive have been 

received, and laid before the King. 
\ I have great Satisfaction m communicating to 
you His Majefty ^s entire Approbation of the Line of 
Conduct which you have adopted^ and the Lan- 
guage, which you have held in your different Con^ 
yerJTations with the.Spanifli Minifters. 
' In this Uncertainty which appears yet to prevai) 
whether an^, Treaty or Convention has a&uaUy 
b|9^n. coAcli^e^ b^tw;eca Fran<^e aiid .Spain, a^^ 

what 
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what are the precife Conditions of fuch Treaty 
or Convention) it is extremely difficult for me to 
^ve you any Inftru&ions which mud not be 
dependant upon Circumftances, of the Particu? 
lars of which His Majefly is not yet corre£Uy in** 
formed* 

The Prefervation of Peace with Spain has, froia 
the Period of the Commendement of the preienf 
War, been the conftant Objed of His Majefty'f 
Policy ; but the Spani(h Government mufl: thenar 
(elves feel, that this Objeft can only be attaiae4 
by thdr earneft Endeavours to do every thing 
which depends upon them for the Maintenance 
of a fur Syftem of Neutrality, and by their caufing 
that Neutrality to be refpeiied by the other Belli- 
gerent Powers. When the (^eftion, therefor^, 
occurs. How far His Majefty would confirm that 
the Spanifh Government fhould purchate theif 
Neutrality by an Advance of pecuniary Succours 
to the French Government, and would ftill regard 
them in the Charader of Neutrals, this mu(t be 
confidered aSi in fome Degree, depending oil the 
Amount of the Succours fo to be advanced, and 
likewife on the Determination of the Spanifh Go 
vernment to enfure their Neutrality in all other 
Refpeds ; for, at the Time when His Majefty 
might be difpofed to difregard any fmall or tempo-* 
rary Advance of Money, if eflential for the Attain*' 
ment of fuch an Objed, it would be impodible for 
Him to confider a permanent Advance to the Ex- 

F 3 tent 
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tent of that ftated by you, in any other Light than 
18 a Subfidy to the French Government, and at 
poffibly the mofl: efFe&ual Affiftance which the Spa* 
niih Government could aflfbrd them for theProfecu* 
tion of the War. 

In the Event of your being conianced chat any 
Arrangement of the Nature alluded to by you 
has been concluded between the Spanifli and 
French Governments, or of your having Reafon 
to believe that fuch an Arrangement, if not abfo* 
Itttdy concluded, is likely to take place, you 
will conform yourfelf to the following Inftruc* 
tions : 

' Firft, Tou will protefi: againft the Meafure, as 9^ 
Violation of Neutrality on the Part of Spain, and as 
confequently a juftifiable Caufe of War on the Part 
0f His Majefty. 

Secondly, Tou will explain didinSly that Hif 
Majefty can only be induced to abftain from im- 
mediate Hoftilities, in confequence of fuch a Mea- 
fure, upon the Confideration that it is a temporary 
Expedient, from which the Spanifh Government 
are determined to extricate themfelves as foon as 
poilible, and that His Majefty muft be at Liberty to 
confider a Perfeverance in the Syftem of furnifl^ing 
pecuniary Succours to France, as» at any future 
Period, when Circumftances may render it necef- 
fary, a juft Caufe of Wan 

Thirdly, His Majefty expefts that the Spanifli 
Government will perfeverc in their Intention of 

refuiing 
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refufing the Admiifion of any French Troops into 
the Spaniih Territories. 

Fourthly, Any Meafures taken by the Spanifli 
Government towards Naval Preparation, muft be 
confidered, under the prefent Circumflances, as 
Objc&s of the greateft Jealoufy, and any Attempt to 
fiimifli Naval Succours to France as an immediate 
Caufe of War. 

Fifthly, His Majefty has a R^ht to expeA, not 
only that the Ports of Spain ihould be open to 
the Commerce of His Subjedb, but that Hi& Ships 
of War, and the Ships of His Subje&s, (hall receive 
the fame Treatment as thofe of His Enemies. 

lliele are the Inllru^ons which you will adopt 
for the Regulation of your Co^du&• In the Eve^t ' 
of a French Army entering the Spanifh Territo- 
ries, or of authentic Information being received of 
any Naval Succours being in Preparation for the 
Purpofe of affording Ai&ftance to His Majeftyfs 
Enemies, you will confider your Miilion as at an 
End y and after the proper official Communications, 
you will leave Madrid, 

In the Event of your being under the Neceffity 
of leaving Madrid, you will give previous Notice to 
the Commanders of His Majefty's Forces in the 
Mediterranean, at Gibraltar, at Liibon^ and off 
Fenol, that they may proceed without Delay to 
Meafures of Hoftility. 

JohQ Hookham Frere, Efq. 

F 4 No. 21. 
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No* 21. 

£xtrad: of a Difpatdi from J* H* Frercr 
Efquire to Lord - Hawkdbury, dated 
Madrid^ 7th l)eqsmber» i[So3. — Receivec) 
3otbi December. 

C INCE the Date of my laft the Events of thil ' 
Court have proceeded in the Channel to which 
they feemed naturally tending ; and the Ratiiicatioii 
of the Treaty has taken place. It has been agreed 
that of the Six Millions which were ftipulated to' 
be paid monthly. Two are to be let apart for th^ 
Reimburfement of the Spaniih Claimants upon the 
French Government, and are confequently to be 
kept by this Government, in order that they them* 
felves may (atisfy the Demands of their own Sub* 
jeds. Since the Arrival of the Ratification a new 
Claim has however been fet up, for the Pa¥ment 
of Arrears amounting to about a Million Sterling, 
and which are pretended to be due fince the Begin«^ 
mng of the War. As yet no Payment has been 
made either upon this Account or that of th$ 
monthly Sub^dyt 
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No. t^. 

Extraft of a Dilpatch from J. H. Frere 
Efquire to Lord Hawkefbury, dated 
Madrid, S7th December 1803. 

TpHE Inftrudions which I had the Honour of 
recdving from your Lordfliip, by theMcflen. 
^ Boflet, were received by me with the highelt 
Gratitude for the gracious Expreflions of His 
Majefty's Approbation of my Conduft ; and with 
DO lefs Satisfadion on Account of the precife and 
detailed Kul^ laid down for my Guidance, and 
their fortunate Adaptation to the State of Things 
in this Country at the prefent JunOiure. 

Mr* Cevallos had for fome Time anfwered all 
Diy RepreleAtations with an Air of fo much Satis- 
&6Uon and fuptrior Information, that I was almoft 
fearful that, in the Warmth with which I had 
urged the feveral Topicks^ which are pointed out 
in your Lordfliip's Difpatch, I might have gone 
heyond the Feeling of His Majefty's Government. 

When I received your Lordfhip's Difpatch, I 
made it the Subjed of a Note to M. Cevallos as 
plain and fhort as the Subje£t would admit, and 
almoft entirely copied from your Lordfhip's Inftruc- 
tions. 

On the following Day I called upon M. Cevallos, 

and, in fpeaking on the Subjeft of the Note, ob- 

ferved to him that I trufted he would now do Juf- 
tice to the Intentions which had didated the Lan- 
guage I had formerly held to him, when he faw its 

precife 
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precife CoDformlty with the InftrufHons which I 
had received from my Court. M. Cevallos went 
into a long Diilertation upon Neutrality, and a 
Recapitulation of the Sacrifices, as he called them, 
which the King of Spain had made to preferve & 
Neutrality. I anfwered with the obvious Argu- 
ments which I do not now repeat, as they are 
nearly the fame as thofe contained in a Note 
which I have fince delivered, and which your Lord- 
ihip will find enclofed. M. Cevallos anfwered, that 
his Catholic Majefty had done every Thing in his 
Power to preferve a Neutrality, and thac if hk 
Endeavours failed it would not be his Fault, but 
that of His Majefty's Government, who would be 
refponfible in the Eyes of Europe. To this I re^ 
plied, that Europe would certainly judge which of 
the Two Governments was in the Right, and that 
I conceived that Great Britain had little to ap- 
prehend from fuch a Judgment j that what he cal- 
led a Neutrality, was in Faft a Subfidy, which the 
French would, whenever they pleafed, convert into 
adivc Co-operation, by making a faflTage through 
I his Country to Portugal ; an Event which the late 
Convention did not provide againft, and which 
they knew, and had been repeatedly warned, that 
England would confider as a Breach of Neutrality 
on the Part of Spain. 

After clofing this Part of the Subjed M. Cevain 
los queftioned me in return, and defired me to tell 
him pofitively, whether the affording the pecuniary 
Succours to France would be confidered as a 

Ground 
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Ground of War, and whether I was audiorized to 
dedare it ? to this I anfwered diftindly that I was ; 
and that a War would be the infallible Conre- 
qnence. In that cafe, faid he, his Majefty is bound 
by folemn Treaties, which he cannot depart from ; 
but if the pecuniary Succours are themfelves 
thought a Motive for War by Great Britain, the 
Ground of our Engagement is altered. I anfwered, 
that ic was not the Wi(h of England to crufli 
Spain, and ftill lefs to crufli her in favour of 
France ; that it could anfwer ho Purpofe that Spain 
ihould exhauft herfelf by firfl: fumifliing a Sub- 
fidy and afterwards a Contingent ; and that if he 
wiflied therefore to have a clearer and more dif- 
tind Declaration than that contained in my Note 
of the Day before, I would give it him. He faid, 
he thought that was unneceflfary, that the Note 
was flrong enough. 



(Firft Inclofure in No. 22.) 

Note from J. H. Frere Efquire, dared 
Efcurial, 13 th December 1803. 
l^nfieur, 

E m'acquitte des Ordres, qui me font arrives de 
ma.Cour, en tranfmet tant a votre Excellence 
fous une Forme authentique Ics Declarations que 
Vai fouvent eu THonneur de lui faire verbalement, 
Ct d'une Manicre moins pofitive ct precife. 

Depuis le Commencement des Hoftilities, Sa 
Majeft6 n'a jamais cefle d'envifagcr la Confervation 

' de 
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ide la bonne Harmonie avec la Cour d'Efpagne 
comme iin Objet prindpaux de fes Vues politiques* 
Cette Cour n'a pas meme cru devoir refufer de 
reconnoitre la Juflice des Intentions de Sa Majeft6, 
cc fa bonne Voiont£ a fon Egard ; mais il eft 6gale^ 
ment evident, et la Cour d'Efpagne ne pourra pai 
elle meme en difconvenir, que l'££fet de cette bonne 
Volont^et de ces Intentions doic.dependre de celui 
des Efforts que TEfpagne devra faire de fon Cot^^ 
d*abord pour confervcr un Sifteme de Neutrality 
abfolue, et enfuice pour le faire refpeder par les 
autres Puiflances Belligerahtes. 

Quant au premier, Sa Majefte fent parfaitement 
les Difficult^s de la Situation, dans la quelle ._ 
TEfpagne fe trouve, tant par I'Effet de fes an- 
ciennes Liaifons avec la France, que par le Ca* 
ra&ere et la Conduite habituelle de cette Puiflance, 
et de fon Chef j cette Confideration I'engageroit 
a fe preter a des Menagemens jufqu^a un certain 
Point, et notamment i fermer les Yeux fur des 
Sacrifices p^cuniaires^ qui ne feroient pas d^une 
Magnitude a forcer TAttention par leur EfFet Poll, 
tique. Mais il m'eft expreff^ment enjoinc de decia* 
rer a votre Excellence, que lesAvances pecuniaires, 
telles qu'elles font ftipulees dans la Convention re«> 
cemment conclue avec la France, ne pourroient etre 
regard^s par le Gouvernement Britannique que 
comme un Subfide de Gutrre; Secours le plus 
efEcace, et le plus adapte auxBefoins ec a ia Situation 
de TEnnemi, le plus nuifible aux Inieiets des Su- 
jets de Sa Majefte Britannique, et le plus dan,- 

gereui 
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gerelix pour^Ses Etats; enfin plus qu'Equivalent 
ai' toute autre efpece d'Aggreflion. Maigr6 Ses 
Sentimens particullers, rimperieufe Neceffit6, et 
ce premier Devoir qui oblige un Prince a confi- 
derer fur tout et avant tout, la Nation dont les 
Interets lui font commis, ont prefcrit a Sa Majeft6 
la Conduite, dont e)le ne pourra pas fe departir. 

Quant au fecond Article, celui de faire refpeflier 
cettc Neutralite par les autres Puiflances Belligeran- 
tes, il paroic (uperdu de rep^t^r a votre Excellence 
les Declarations, que je lui ai deja faites au Su- 
jet du Portugal ; cependant, comme cet Objet fe 
troQve de nouveau defign€ dans mes dernieres In« 
ftru£Hons, je ne crois pas devoir me difpenfer de 
r£iterer a votre Excellence la Declaration, que le 
Faflkge des Troupes Fran5aires par le Territoire 
d'Efpagne ferolt regarde comme une Violation de 
fa NeutralitCj et qu^en fuite d'un pareil cvenement 
Sa Majcftd fe verroit forcce a recourir aiix desr 
Mefures les plus decifives* 

Voita, Monfieur^ en abrege la Subflance des 

hftruftions que je viens de recevoir de ma Cour, 

et que je communique a peu pres dans les 

memes Termes. II y en a quelques unes d'une 

mpindre Importance, dont j'aurais THonneur de 

• vous. entretenir dans la Conference de demain. 

\ Au milieu de I'lnteret que je dois attacher a de 

Sujets audi importans, il me rede toujours la 

i Satisfaction de penfer que votre Excellence fera per- 

fuadce enfin que dans les Declarations que je lui 

avois faites precedemment j'ai etc bien loin d'ou- 

* g trepaffer 
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trepaffer lesVaes et les Sentimens demon Gouveme- 
ment, et que les ConfeiU que j'ai cru devoir fuggerer 
en confequence, ont ete fondes fur des Idces aflez 
exaftcs, et motives par le Defir tres fincere de per- 
petuer la Continuation de THarmonie, et de la 
bonne Intelligence entre les deux Pays. 

(Signe) J- H. FRERE. 
A. S. £• Don Pedro Cevallos, 
&c. &c. &c. 



(Tranflation of Firft Inclofure in No. 22.) 

Sir, Efcorial, 13th December 1803. 

I OBEY the Orders which I have juft received 

from my Court, by tranfmitting to your Excel* 
lency, in an authentick Shape, the Declarations 
which I have frequently had the Honour of mak- 
ing verbally, and in a Manner lefs pofitive and 
preci • 

Since the Commencement of Hoftilities, His 
Majefty has never ceafed to confider the Preferva- 
tion of good Underftanding with the Court of 
Spain as a principal Objed of His political AHews. 
This Court, indeed, has never refufed to acknow*^. 
ledge the Juftice of His Majefty's Intentions and 
Good Will towards it. But it is equally manifefti 
and the Court of Spain itfelf cannot but admit it, 
that the Effeft of this Good Will, and of thefc 
Intentions, muft depend upon that of the Efforts 
which Spain is bound to make on her Side ; in the 
firft place, to maintain a Syflem of abfolute Neu- 
trality^ 
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tralitjr, andy fecondly, to caufe it to be refpeSed 
by the other BelKgerent Powers. 

With regard to the former. His Majefty is per- 
fe£lly fenflble of the DifEculties of the Situation 
in which Spain is placed, as well by Reafon of her 
antient Ties with France, as on account of the 
Charader and habitual Conduct of that Power and 
of her Chief. This Confideration would induce 
Him to aft with Forbearance to a certain Degree, 
and particularly to overlook fuch pecuniary Sacri- 
fices as fhould not be of fufEcienc Magnitude to 
force Attention on account of their political EfFefts. 
But it is exprefsly enjoined me to declare to your 
Excellency, that pecuniary Advances, fuch as are 
flipulated in the Convention recently concluded 
with France, can not be confidered by the Britiih 
GoTernment but as a War Subfidy ; a Succour 
the mod efficacious, the beft adapted to the 
Wants and to the Situation of the Enemy, the 
moft prejudicial to the Interefts of His Britannick 
Majefty's Subjeds, and the moft dangerous for His 
Dominions ; in fine, more than an Equivalent to 
every other Species of Aggreflion. 

Notwithftanding His perfonal Sentiments, im« 
perious Neceffity, and that firft Duty which com- 
pels a Prince to confider, above and before all 
.Things, the Nation whofe Interefts are committed 
to his Care, have prcfcribed to His Majefty that 
Condud from which he cannot depart. 

With regard to the fecond Article, that of 

cauling this Neutrality to he refpefted by the 

other 
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Other Belligerent Powers, it appears fuperfluorrf 
to repeat to your Excellency the Declarations 
^hich I have already made on the Subjeft of Portu^ 
gal ; neverthelefs, fince this Objed is again pointed 
put in my lad Inftrudions, I cannot refrain from re^ 
peating to your Excellency the Declaration, that 
the Paflage of French Troops through the Territo- 
ries of Spain would be confidered as a Violation of 
her Neutrality, and that His Majefty would find 
bimfelf compelled to have recourfe to the moft 
decifive Meafures, in confequence of fuch an Event* 
Such, Sir, is an Abridgement of the Inftru&iofl^ 
which I have juft received from my Court, and 
which I communicate nearly in the fame Terms..- 
There are others, of inferior Importance, upoiu 
which I (ball have the Honour to converfe withi 
you in the Conference of To-morrow. 

Whilft I attach theutmoft Importance to thefe 
interefting Subjeds, it affords me much Satisfa£lioa 
to think that your Excellency will at length be peiv 
fuaded that I have been far from exceeding the 
Views and Sentiments of my Government in the 
Declarations which I have formerly made, and 
that the Advice which I have thought it right, in 
confequence, to fugged, has been founded upon 
Ideas fufEciently correft, and infpiredby thefincereft 
Defire of perpetuating the Continuance of Harmony 
and good Underftanding between the Two Coun* 
tries. 

(Signed) J. H. FRERE. 
His Excellency Don Pedro Cevallos, 

&C» &C.^ &Cr 

(Second 
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(Second Inclofare in No. 22.). 

Tranflatioa of a Note from Don Pedro 
Cevallos to J. H. Frere Efquirei, dated 
Efcurial, 1 6:h December 1803. * 

Sir, 
A S foon as the War began between France and 
England, Spain was required by the formet 
Power to farnifh the defenfive Saccours ftlpulated 
by the Treaty of 1796, the Execution of which, 
in as much as it is a Confequence of Engage- 
ments previoufiy contradled by Spain, and a 
frefh Proof of the King's good Faith, prefents 
in no Degree an Obllacle to the Continuance of 
Friendlhip and good Underftanding with Great 
Britain, with whom His Majefty has endeavoured 
to maintain them by every Means of Conciliation } 
Great Britain correfponding to the fame Objeft, by 
punifliing the Privateers who tranfgrefs the Law of 
Neutrality, according to repeated official Accounts, 
and chiefly thofe of the 29th November, a latet 
Date than the Expedition of the Courier whd ha^ 
given rife to the Note which you have jufl fentme. 

Although the Spaniih Cabinet i? penetrated with 
the Maxim, that the Idea of aiding France is com- 
patible with that of Neutrality towards England, 
iiis Majefty has thought that he could better main- 
tain thef;; Two Objeds by a Method, which, without 
-being difagreeable to France, ftrips her Neutrality 
towards Great Britain of that hoftile Exterior, 
"which Military Saccours neceflarily prefent^ which 

G fomc- 
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fometimes, in fpite of friendly Proteftations^ Itatdi 
the Minds of neutral Sovereigns to Miftruft, to the; 
Hazard of the vifhed<-for Peace. 

.{Such have been the King's political Views in 
agreeing to a Treaty of Subiidy to France^ equU. 
valent to the Military Succour. 

Neither before nor fince this Treaty has thr 
Spanifh Government omitted any of thofe Means- 
which lead to the Prefervation of good Uoder^.i 
ftanding with Great Britain, as is proved to you 
by the ImpVifonment inflided upon the Spaniard., 
who had dared to infuic the Britifb Fkg. v :^ 

The Britifh Cabinet in its Conferences with the - 
Sp<miih Minifter, hasr not con^dered that Spait ; 
violated her, Neutrality by the Ad of alfiftingi;, 
France with the Military Succour Aipulatod for her 
Defence. f ,i 

. The pecuniary Aid fubftituted in its Placer 
be^dea that it carries no hoftile Appearanoe^,^ 
nekher compromifes the good Underflanding pfj; 
thpfe who are neuter^, nor gives to France focli^] 
re^y and expeditious Means of HofUlity againi^ 
Great Britain. ' 

The King has employed^ his Offices with thil,^ 
French Government to, avoid the Entry of hpt-^ 
Troops into Sp^in, aod to calm the Apprehenfic^; 
of the Coiiri of; PxartHgal, . pbtainipg feomi ihuj 
Firfl Conful that thIsjPoint A^iuld become ait-^ 
Objeftof Negotiation between thfi Twoi ,Giyver%i 
ments^ aiid HJs rWfeJf ftf ofl^^g; tp co.operjute 
with his good 0$ces for the^Cpwhi^pnr of jaj 
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y which is to fhelter the Kingdom of Poitil^l 
9Lny Attack ; the favourable Effeds of which 
Monarchy has already begun to feel, and it it 
r Power to derive from it all the Advantage 
t (he defires. 

this Situation of Things I receive- yottr Note# 
teprefeats that Spam, in having fubftitut^d 
tary Supplies for her defeniive Engagem^fitt^ 
ifpleafed the Engli(h Cabinet in a Degree 
dft unexpefted, under Pretext that they excee4 
(ig^emencs ; whereas to reprefenc them undef 
dint of View, it would be neceflary to know 
iiHouht, which is not known ; or Knowing 
compare it with the E:itpence of fumiifaing' 
lenfive Succours due to France* 
rtrdinparative Statement of what has been 
to executed by Spain, and the Contents of 
Kote, and what is more the Contradidioa 
there is between the eqiiicabie and Cotud- 
Condod of Great Britain in fentencing to 
ment the Privateers, who haw violated the 
i Flag^ according to the Accounts of the 
November, and the alarming ExpreMons ia , 
your Note of thp 13th Indant is conceived^ 
I the Spanifli Cabinet to require of you more 
nd decifive Explanations of the Ideas of your 
^ which I hope you wil} be pleafed to 
micate to me with the Difpatch which xhebf 
tance demands* 

(Signed) PEDi^O CEVALLOS* 
Prete Efquife, 
l^&c. &c. 

€» ^ (Third 
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(Third Inclofurc in No. 22.) 
Note from J. H. FrereEfquire to Don Pedro 
Cevallos, dated Madrid , 26th December 
1803. 
Monfieur, 
J E me conforme aux Demandes de votre Excel- 
J lence en lui communiquant des Explications 
diftindes et decifives fur les Idees de mon Cabi- 
net, enonc^es dans ma Note du 13. Elles fcront sb 
peu pres les memes que celles, que j'ai eu I'Honneur 
de lui addrefler verbalement dans nocre Conference 
fur ce Sujet. Votre Excellence a remarque alors 
et la meme Obfervation fe trouve repetce dans is 
Note du 16, que laPreftation des Secours itipules 
par le Trait€ de 1796, n'etant qu'une Confequencc 
des Devoirs anterieurement contraftes, n'eft en 
EfFet qu'une nouvelle Preuve de la bonne Foi dc 
Sa Majeft6 Catholique, et ne peut nullement porter 
atteinte a la Continuation de la bonne Harmonie 
iayec Sa Majeftfi Britannique. 

Je Pavouc a votre Excellence, que fans avoir unc 
Idee trop favorable de mes Lumicres, je ii'ai pu ce- 
pendant me ' defendre d*un certain Sentiment 
d'Humiliation, en voyant qu'une Perfonne, dont 
jerefpeftois infiniment le Jugement, faifoit du mien 
fi peu de Cas ; et qu'elte croyoit pouvoir hafarder 
vis-a-vis de moi un Sophifme*, duquel, fi la Gravitd 
du Sujet pouvait Tadmettre, il ne feroit pas difficile 
de tirer les Gonfequences les plus abfurdes. 
En Eflfet il s'agit dc favoir fi une Puiffance peut 

acquerir 
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acquerir le Droit d'attaquer une autre, et en nienle' 
Tems impofer a celle-ci rObligation d'abftenir de 
toute Voie de Rcprcfailles. II n'cft pas aflurement 
neceflaire de difcuter ferieurement une (^eftion 
femblable; il fuffit de dire fimplcmcnt qu'un 
pareil Droit ne peut exifter, que la Nature et le 
Sens commun le repouflent, que toutes les Com* 
binaifons politiques ne peuvent le donxier, et qiie 
tres certainement aucune Nation ne pourra 
Tacquerir par un Afte de fon propre Arbitre tel 
que la Signature d'un Traice fait volontairement 
et fans Neceflit^l 

Mais, on demandera* ne faut il pas fe conformer 

aux Obligations des Traites? — Je n'examine pas 

fi dans le Cas aftuel TObligatlon du qui Trait6^ 

lie I'Efpagne a la France n'a pas 6tc annull^e par 

des Aftes r^itcres de cette Puiffance mcme. On 

pourra accorder a ce Traill toute la Force poflible j 

on admettra mcme qu'il eft dft TObligation la plus 

Tolemnelle, et que le Gouvernement Efpagnol eft 

tenu d*en execuier fcrupuleufement tous les Articles. 

^ais apres toutes ces Conceflions il me refte aremar- 

<juer de Pautre Cote que cette Obligation eft abfa- 

lument etrangcre a PAngleterre, et que le Gouverne- 

xnent Britannique n'eft pas tenu a refpeffccr TExecu- 

^ion d'un Traite, au quel il a ^te bien loin de con- 

^ribuer, qui a 6t6 fait a fon Inf9U, contre fa Vo- 

"^ont6, et mcme en Haine de fa Puiffance. L'ln- 

dividu qui ^toit libre Hier, s'engagc aujourdhui 

<omme-volontaire, demain il recevra TOrdre de 

■narcher a I'Attaque d'une Place, foa Honneur, 

x> 3 et 
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et rda Obligation eadgent qoNI rempliffe fon Devoir, 
Iteic ii aura tort s'il s'imagine ^ue cet(e Obliga* 
tioa doit ^tre rerped^e par I'Affieg^, ou quMie 
doit lui fervir de Garajntie centre les. Suites na- 
turdks d'une Refiftauce vigoureufe>-^ri eSe^ivc* 
ftoit il lui arrive an Malheur il ne doit le regarder 
que tomme une GonTi^queQce de I'Obligatioa qu^ 
a'eft impofife. 

Le fncme Raifonnement s'applique \ la Subftitu* 
tion des Subfides pecuoiaires^ et a plus forte Raifoa 
encore, fi ces Subfides par leur Maflet ou par 
TEffet d'autrcs Circonflances deviennent plus qu' 
Equivialens au Contingent ftipul^. Or dans le Cas 
tduel la France a montr^ un EnxprciTement mar* 
qa6 pour obtenir cette Subflitution ; la Cour d' Aa^ 
|;]cterre vient de declarer formellemeDt qu'elle U 
r^garde comnie plus nuifible que la Preftation du 
Contingent meinf. Ces deux Gouvcrnemens font 
vBureJnenlt les feuls et meilleurs Juges de ce qui 
ttonvient a leurs Interets refpedifs, et leuri 
Opinions ^nonc^es d'une Maniere auiOi incon* 
lettable doivent me difpenfer de repondrc aux 
•Raifonncipens de votre Es^cellence* 

II me refte encore une remarque a faire fur ce 
-Sujet^ et votre Excellence me la pardonnera d'auv 
Unt' plus facilement, 'qn'elle pent etre regardee 
-comme n£cc0aire en quelque Sprte a ma Juftificar 
tion perfonelle, Quand votre Excellence me 
fienlofgne la Sfirprifoi qu^ avoit cauf(fe la Dectanu> 
tion que je fis le 13 de'ce Mois, elle mt permettra: 
'(^e lui rappelier qne cettc Declaration Pe cbiltenoit 

"" quft 
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que I'ExpreSion formelle des xnem^s Iditi- tt ^tt 
m£me Langage^ que je lui arois tenu dans touted 
les Occafiom oii j'avots eu I'Honneur de lui parler 
au Sujet dels enormes Subfidcs demandis dcrniere- 
menc par la France* II etoit naturel pent itrt 
que vorre Excellence fe rapportit alors I d^aotres 
Informatxcms^ plutot qu' k des AiTurances verbalec 
de ma Part j jc le regrette certainemeat ; mats m 
mon Gouvernemrat ni moi doivent en Strere* 
fponfable. Quant a T Article oik il eft dit dans 
la Note de Votre Excellence que le Cabinet Britan- 
niqur dan* fes Conferences avec le Miniilre Efpagnol 
n*avoit pas ^t€ d' Opinion que TEfpagne port^ at-* 
feinted & Neutralite par le Preftation de Secourt 
iUpul^s, il fie me paroit pas facile de faifir la jufte 
Mefure de la Force de rExpreflioo dont votre 
Excellence fe fert dans rOriginal, mais fi je dbis 
i'entendre comme faifant AHufion ^ aqcune Decla- 
rajtion quelconque fur ce Sujet de la Part des 
Miniftres dc Sa Majefte, j'ofe prendre fur mdl foul 
la^Refponfabib'te la plus formelle denier TExiftence 
d^une pareille Declaration. 

,Pour ne rien omectre de tousles Points, qui 
fe (rouvent confign^s dans la Note de votre Excel* 
ifnccy il me {era neceflaire de dire un mot au Sujet 
du Portugal. 

Lors du premier Commencement des Hoftilir^^ 
je Die fui^ conform^ aux Ordres dq ma Cour eii 
cleclarant tant a votre Excellence qu'i Monfeigneur 
X«e Prince de laPlux, que Sa Majeftd par une 

^4 Suite 
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Suite de fon Alliance avec la Cour di Portugal 
fc voyoit obliged de confiderer le Nonpaflage dea 
Troupes Fran5aifes par le Territoire d*Efpagne 
comme un Article indifpenfable a la Neutrality de 
cette Cour. II paroit done que dam une Con-i" 
vention dont le 'but oftenflble & convenu devait 
Stre d'affirer la Tranquiliitdde PEfpagne, il aurait 
ete naturel d'admettre un Article, qui la raffurie 
contre une parcille Infraftion de fa Neutrali:e ;• 
^yant dtja la Certitude que cette Infraftion deci- 
deroit le Gouvernement Britannrque a ne plus 
oonfiderer TEfpagne comme Puiflance neutrc. 
On voit au contraire qu'il ne fe trouve dans le 
Traitc qu*un Article, par le quel TEfpagne 
s*cngage a interpofer fcs Offices avec le Portugal,, 
pour Tengager a fournir aufli a la France un 
SubfiJe contre fon propre Alli^.. Je viens deja 
d'exprimer a votre Excellence les Seatimens da 
ma Cour fur la Preftation de ccs Subfides- de la 
Part "de TEfpagne, en Reponfe aux Argumens de 
votre Excellence lefquels s'appuyent uniquement 
fur TExiftence des Traites anterieurs. II me fera 
done per mis de rappeller a votie Excellence que 
les Traites anterieurs de la Part du Portugal 
I'obligent a fournir dcs Secours a TAngleterre j . 
que le Portugal n'a aucune Neutralite a achetcr ; 
que fi le Portugal doit fe conformer au Siftemc 
adopts par I'Efpagne, c'eft adire celui de fubftituer 
2l un Contingent des Secours pecuniaires, ce^ 
Secours foac dus a T Angleterre j fi au contraire? 

OHL 
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on. doit acihcter fa Neutrallte en fournuTant des 
Secours a VEnnemi de fon Allid, comme on 
propofe maintenant au Portugal de faire, il s'en 
fuivrait que TEfpagne aufTi devoit fournir des 
Secours a TAngleterre & non pas a la France ; fi 
J'Efpagne rejeteroit comma un Affront une De- 
mande pareille, Elle ne devroit pas tacher de la 
iaire Valoir aupres du Portugal, On ne peut ad^ 
mettre deux Principes differens pour deux Cas 
abfolument femblables. Que Ton n'aille pas op. 
jDofer a cette Confequence jufte & fimple des Infinua- 
xions fondees fur une pretendue Difparit6 entre les 
T'orces des deux Puiffances Belligerantes ; Ces Con- 
siderations n'ont pas 6t6 admifcs par I'Angleterre ; 
die a dementi par uh Deft folemnel cette Aflertion 
•vaniteufe & legere, que T Angleterre feule ne pouvait 
pas lutter contre la Fracnce: Elle a donn6 ce Defi, 
JElle le foutiendra, ou Elle f9aura fuccomber glo- 
rieufement. Elle n*adoptera jamais PAdiiiffion 
d'une Inferiorite humiiiante ni pour Eafc de fa 
]Jropre Conduite, ni pour celle dc fes Relations 
exterieures. Je connois trop le Refpeck, qui eft du 

^ une grande & puiflante Monarchie, pour appuyer 
fur des Comparaifons offenfantes, fur tout dans 
une Forme officielle et permanente ; iMais vocrc 
Excellence fe rappelle^'a fans doute dcs Obfe vations 
<jue je lui ai faites verbalement relatives a TEtat 
refpefluf du Portugal & de TEfpagne, vis-l vis de la 
France ct de TAngleterre. Si je ne juge pas a pro- 
pes de les repeter dans cette Occafion, j'ofe. aHurer 

votre 
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TOtre Excellence que j^fuis bien loin deles difEmu* 
hfy ou de craindre qu'elles puiiTent etre difavbu^ 
par mon Gouvernement. 

L^expofe que je viens de donner me parbit 
riepondre aux Intention de votre Excellence^ mais 
je ne puis le terminer fans me donner la Satisfac* 
tion de rendre Juftice aux Intentions droites & 
amicales de Sa Majcfte Catholique, manifefteis 
dans plufieurs OccafiQns, & prefqu' uniformement 
dans le Langage & les Proced^s de votre Excel- 
lence* 

Votre Excellence aiiili de fa Fart /D*a pas tfU 

devoir rcfufer le mern^ temoignage en ' faveur 

des, Principes & de la Conduite dii Cduvern^i- 

mcnt de Sa Majeftc Bricannique. Malh^ureu&ment 

le Monde eft teilement conftitue q^e la JS,ivalic6 

ec 1^ Haine ne font pas les feuls Motifs qgi donneint 

lieu aux Hoftilites. Certainement s'il avoir (^Vi^ 

une Hame natIonale» ou iine Oppofition d'lnteret^ 

on auroit pu toujours s'attendre a la Continua* 

lion de cette^ Harmonie, qui convienc fi par&itAi 

ment aux Interets & aux Habitudes des deux 

Nations. Quoiqu^il en foit, et en tout cas ^i^ 

IViajefte fera bien loin d'accufer la Volont^ de Sa 

Majefte Catholique, ou les Intentions de foil 

Cduvemement, Elle accufera la Neceflite des 

Circonftances, & les Suites des matheureux Eti- 

gagemens qui one reum fon Ami i fon Eon^mi 

nature?. 

(Slgne) I. H. FRERE. 

A. S. E. Don Pedro Ce^railloi, 
&c. &c. &c. 

(Traaflatioti 
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(Trantfation of Third Inclofure laNo. 12.) 

Sir, Madrid) 26th December, 1803. 

. I COMPLY with your Excellency's Requeft, in 

_ ^ cpmmunicatiivg to you the explicit and deci« 

jSm ^^planations of the Ideas of my Cabinet^ 

. Ineotioned in my Note of the 13th Inftant. They 

. lare nearly the fame with thofe, which I had the 

..Honor verbally to addrefs to yon in our Con* 

Jferencc on this Subje^ Your Excellency then 

remarked, and the fame Obfervation again occurs 

In your Note of the 16th Inftant^ that the fur- 

niibiiig Abe Succours flipulated by the Treaty of 

1796, bdng but a Confequence of Engagements 

prefiouily contracted, is in Fad only a frefh Proof 

4>f th^ good Faitii of his Catholick Majefty, and 

can Jo no wife be prejudicial to the Continuance 

of good Harmony with His Britannick Majefty. 

Iconfefs to your Excellency, that without having 
too fiivorable an Opinion of my own Abilities, I 
tould not neverthelefs help feeling a Degree of 
Humiliation, on feeing that aPerfon, whofe Judge* 
menc I infinitely refpeded, fet fo little a Value on 
ooine ; and that be thought he might hazard with 
me a Sophifm, from which, if the Gravity of 
file Sufa^ft xioold allow of it, it would not be dif^ 
ficttit to draw the moil abfurd Confequences. 
• In fa£t, it remains to be known, whether a 
power can acquire the Right of attacking another, 
and at the fame Time impofe on her the Obli* 
gation to abftain from eyery Species of Reprifals. 

It 
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It cannot forely be neceflary ferioufly to difcufs a 
fimilar C^eftion : It fuffices fimply to fay, that fuch 
a Right cannot exift ; that Nature and common 
Senfe rejeO it; that all political Combinations. arc 
inadequate to beflow it ; and that moft certainly 
no Nation can acquire it by an Act of its own 
Judgement, fuch as the Signature of a Treaty con- 
cluded voluntarily, and without- Neceffity, 

iJut, it may be afked, fliould not the Stipulations 
of a Treaty be complied with ? I do not examine, 
if in the prefent Cafe the Stipulations of thsTreaty, 
which binds Spain to France, have not been an* 
nulled by reiterated ASs of this very Power. It 
may be granted that this Treaty is of the utmoft 
Validity; it may even be admitted that it is moft 
'ftriftly obligatory ; and that the Spani(h Govern- 
ment is bound to execute moft fcrupuloufly all its 
Articles ; but after all thefe Conceffions, it remains 
for me on the other Hand to remark, that this Ob- 
ligation is abfolutely foreign to Great Britain, and 
that its Government is not bound to refpeft the Exe- 
cution of a Treaty, to which it has been far from 
contributing, which has been made without its 
Knowledge, againft its Confent, and even in Op- 
pofition to its Power. An Individual who yefterday 
was free, enters to day a Volunteer, to-morrow 
he receives Orders to march to the Attack of 
a Place ; his Honor and his Engagement oblige hini 
to fulfil his Duty ; but he would be in the wrong 
to fuppofe that this Obligation ought to be re^ 

fpeftcd 
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ipefted b^ theBefieged, or that it will protedl him 

againft the natural Confequences of a vigorous Re- 

' fiftance. — If in Fadl any Migfortune (hould befall 

him, he ought to confider it folely as the Confe- 

quence of the Engagement he had entered Into. 

The fame Reafon applies to the Subflitution of 
pecuniary Subfidies, and ftlU more ftrongly, if 
thefe Subfidies, by their Amount, or by the Ef- 
feft of other Circumftances, become more than an 
Equivalent for the ftipulated Contingent ; but in 
the prefent Cafe, France has fhewn a marked Ea- 
gerncfs to obtain this Subftitution ; the Court of 
England has lately declared, in a formal Manner, 
that it confiders fuch a Subflitution as more pre- 
judical than would be thti fupplying the Contingent 
itfelf, Thefe two Governments are affuredly the 
beft and only Judges of what is conducive to their 
refpeftive Interefts ; and their Opinions, fo unequi- 
vocally declared, render it unneceiTary for me to 
reply to your Excellency's Arguments, There flill 
remains one Remark more to make on this Sub- 
jeft; and your Excellency will the more readily 
pardon me, as it may in fome Degree be confidered 
as ncceffary to my perfonal Jufliification. When 
your Excellency expreffes to me the Surprize 
which the Declaration I made on the 13th of this 
Month had caufed, you will allow me to call 
to your Recolleftion, that this Declaration merely 
containe i ihe formal Expreffion of the fame Ideas 
and of the fame Language which I had held on 

every 
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every Oecaficn when I4iad the Honor of fpeakmg 
to you on the Subje£i: of the endrmoas SubHdiM 
lately demanded by France; It was perhaps natu^ 
ral, that your Excellency ihould at that Tjicne havd 
referred to other Information, rather than to verbal 
Aflurances on my Part. I Certainly regret it ; but 
neither my Government nor myfelf can be re« • 
fponfible for it. With refped to that Part oi 
your Excellency's Note, which fays. That tbe^ 
Britifli Cabinet^ in its Conferences with the SpaniQi 
Minifterj was not of Opinion that Spain infrriig«d 
its Neutrality by affording the ftipuiated Succour^^^ 
it appears to me no eafy Taik to underftand dearly - 
the precife Force of the Exprefiion made ufe of 
by your Excellency in the Original; bu( if I am 
to underftand it, as alluding to any Declaration 
whatever on this Subjed on thePart of His Majefty't 
Minifters, I will venture to take upon my felf> under • 
the moll formal Reiponfibility, to deny ibe Exift-* 
ence of fuch a Declaration^ 

Not to omit any Thing on the fever al Points 
contained in your Excellency*SL Note, it .will ba 
necisffary to fay a Word on the Subjeft of For-' 
tugaL At the very Commencement of Ho^lities^ { . 
obeyed the Orders of my Court, by declaring both 
to your. Excellency, and toMon Seigneur the Prince* . 
of Peace* that His Majefty, in purfuance of 1ms v 
Alliance with the Court of Portugal, found Hinii* 
felf obliged to confider the Nonpaflfage of the Freacb 
Troq>B through the Spanifii Territories aa indiA^ 
^en&ble to the Matntenanceof tha NeutraiHty of 

ihas 
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Thki OdorC- It'tp()ears then, that in a Comrention 
Che oftenfiUe and acknovvlcdged Defign of which 
"vrerc tOr foctire the Tranquillity of Spain, it would 
Iia^e* bc^ natural to introduce an Article that 
nugbt 'fecure her againfl: a iixnilar Infradion of 
lierj^feiitrality ; it being manifeft, that fuch an In- 
fr^&hn would determine the Britifh Government 
3UX longer to toniider Spain as a neutral Power. 
Oathe contrary it appears, that the Treaty contains 
only Osle Article, by which Spain engages herfeif 
to taterpofe her good Offices with Portugal, in or«^ 
der jCo .prevail upon her aifo to furniih France with 
a Subfidy: againft her own Ally. I have juft dated 
to your Excdkncy the Sendments of my Court on 
the^iaritii^ of thefe Subfidies by Spain, in Reply 
toyottv Excellency's Arguments, which dwelt folely 
upon the£jdftence of prior Treades. It may there* 
fore be permitted me to remind your Excellency^ 
That Portugal is bound by prior Treaties to fur« 
n\(h Succours to England* That Portugal has no 
NcttCraEty to purchafe. That if Portugal is to 
conform to the Syftem adopted by Spain, that u 
to lay, the Subftitution of pecuniary Succours for 
a Contingent:, thefe Succours are due to England* 
lf,.'XMi the contrary, her Neutrality is to be pur- 
chafisd by fumtfhing Succours to the Enemy of her 
Ally, as is now propofed to Portugal to do, it 
would thence refult that Spain fhould likewife far** 
jiiih Succours to England, and not to France ; ir 
Spain ihould . rejed fuch a Demand as an Infak^ 
ihe ought nor.to endeavour to induce Portugal to 
■; fabmit 
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fubmil to it. Two oppofite Principles can never 
be admitted in two Cafes precifely fimilar. Let 
not lafmuations, founded on a pretended Difparicy 
between-the Forces of the Two Belligerenc Powers, 
be put in Oppofition to this jufl and natural Con'* 
fequence ! Such Confiderations have not been ad- 
mitted by England. She has, by a folemn Defiance, 
proved the Falfehood of the vain and gro.undlefs 
Affertionjthat England was unable to cope fingle- 
handed with Ftance. She has given this Defiance. 
She will maintain it, or flie will fall glorioufly. 
Never will (he admit the Idea of an humiliating 
Inferioritv, either as the Bafis of her own Con- 
du^!t, or of her Relations with Foreign Powers* 
Too well I know the Refpeft which is due to a 
great and powerful Monarchy, to dwell upon in- 
jurious Comparifons tfpecially in an official and 
permanent Form : But your Excellency will 
doubtlefs recolleQ: the Obfervations which I have 
verbally made to you refpefting the. relative Situa« 
tions of Portugal and Spain, with regard to France 
and England. If I do not think it proper to repeat 
ihem on this Oocafion, I can affure your Excellency 
that I am far from concealing them, or' from ap- 
prehending that they can be difavowed by my Go- 
vernment. 

Ic appears to me, that the above Statement will 
anfwer your Excellency's Ideas; but I cannot clofe 
it without affording myfelf the Satisfaclion of ren- 
dering Juftice to the upright and friendly Intentions 

of 
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of his Catholick Majefly, manifefted on feveral Oc« 
cafions, and almofl: uniformly in your Excellency's 
Language and Condud. 

r -Your Excellency has like wife afforded the fame 
Teftimony in Favour of the Principles and Conduft 
of His Britannick Majefty's Government., Such 
is> unfortunately, the Temper of Mankind, that 
Rivalry and Hatred are not the fole Motives which 
give Rife to Hoflilities. Doubtlefs, had a national 
Hatred, or an Oppofition of Incerefts been necef- 
fary, one might have expeded an uninterrupted 
Continuance of that Harmony, which is fo per- 
fe£Uy fuitable to the Habits and Interefts of the 
Two Nations. In all Cafes, and under all Circum* 
fiances. His Majefty will be very far from laying 
any Thing to the Charge of his Catholick Majefty's 
Wiflies, or of the Intentions of his Government. 
He will attribute it to a fatal Combination of Cir< 
cumi^ances, and to the Confe^uence of the un- 
fortunate Engagements which have re-uniced a 
• fiiendly Power to His natural Enemy. 

(Signed) J.H.FRERE^ 
HU Excellency Don Pedro Cevallos, 
&c* &c. &c. 
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No. 23. 

Extrafk of a Difpatch from J. H. Ftere 
Efquire to Lord Hawkefbury, dated 
Madrid, 27th December 1803. 

'Tp HE Reports which reach us h^re from other 
Quarters, have determined me to confine myfelf 
to the flrong Proteflation contained in the Note 
inclofed in my former Difpatch, and for the Reft 
to watch their Conduft, contenting myfelf with 
reporting it to your Lordfhip, unlefs Circumftancei 
ihould arife which would render my further Forbear- 
ance incompatible with the Obfervance of your 
Lordfhip's InftruSions. Since this Time I have 
learnt that this Government have already advanced 
to France the Eight Millions of Livres, and that 
they are on the Point of furnifliing a further Sum 
Four Millions. Befides this, the Recruiting for 
the Army, which had been going on brifkly, hai 
been flopped, or at leaft fuffered to ftop of itfelf ; 
while a greater Adivity prevails in the Marine 
Department — ^Though I conceived it my Duty to 
make a ftrong Remonftrance upon this Head, ani 
even to flake my Continuance here, agreeably to 
your Lordfhip's Inftrudions, upon the abfolute 
Ce0ation of thefe Naval Armaments, 

(Signed) J. H. FRERE- 
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No. 24. 

Difpatch from J. H. Frere Efqmre, to Lord 
Hawkdbury, dated Madrid^ 27th Decern-* 
ber 1803. 
My Lord, 
T tNDER the Circumftances mentioned in my 
Dtfpatch of this Date, I have thoaght it my Duty 
to trrite to Lord Nelfon and to Sir Edward Pdlewt 
tad likewife to His Majefty^s Confuls and Pro* 
confuls, advifing them, that the Situation of Athin 
between the Two Courts was fuch, as to juftiff 
jAe Appreheniion of an approaching Rupture. 

I have the Honor to be, &c. 

(Signed) J. H.FRERE.. 
The Right Honorable Lord Hawkefbury, 

&c. &c. &c. 



No. 25* 

Extrafl of a Difpatch from Lord Hawkefbur jr 
to J. H. Frere Efquire, dated 21ft Jan. 
1804. 
-X7^^^ Pifpatches, to No. 54. inclufive, have 
been received and laid before the King. 
His Majefty feels additional Reafons (confor- 
mably to the Syftem of Policy which He has already 
laid down) for endeavouring to preferve the Rela- 
tions of Peace with Spain as long as is compatible 
'^^ith His Honour, and a due Attention to the 
^flential Interefts of His Dominions. The Infor- 

II s mation> 
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mation, however, contained in your laft Difpatche« 
18 not fufficient to enable His Majefty to decide 
how far it may be poffible for Him to extend Hii 
Forbearance. The pecuniary Succours to be 
afforded by Spain to France unqueftionably furniih 
in themfelves a juftifiable Caufe of War } but Gon« 
fidering the Light in which they were explwied oft 
a former Occaiion, His Majefty is unwilling to 
proceed to Extremides under the prefent Circum* 
ftances^ on this Meafure alone, provided He can 
obtais a latisfadory Explanation on other Points> 
and that He can be convinced of the fincere Inten* 
tion of the Spanifli Government to caufe their Neu- 
trality to be refpeded in every other Farticulart. 
His Majefty's final Decifion, however, on this 
Pointj mud .depend on Circumdances, of which 
He has not at prefent fufEcient Information to 
enable Him to form His Judgment. Firft, What 
is the Purport of the other Stipulations contained 
in the Treaty between the King of Spsun and the 
French Government? Whether any Obligadons 
are impofed by them on his Catholic Majefty, in- 
confiftent with the Rights or juft Pretenfions of 
this Country ? Secondly, What are the Extent and 
Amount of the Naval Preparations in the Ports oi 
Spain, and what are the Explanations given of thofe 
Preparations by the Spanifh Government ? His Ma- 
jefty certainly has a clear Right to demand the 
fulled Explanation on both thefe Points, before He 
can be expefted to anfwer the C^eftion of Mon« 
fieur Cevallos,. Whether the pecuniary Succouit 

afforded 
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afforded by Spain to France will be made by ITii 
Majefty the Ground of War ? 
- You will therefore ftate to the Spanifh Govem- 
ment, that His Majefty conceives He has a Right, 
before they can claim any Forbearance at His 
Hands, to a full and entire Communication, in con^ 

■ 

fidence of all the Engagements fubfifting between 
the Spanifh Government and that' of France, (par« 
ticularly of the Whole of the Treaty recently con- 
cluded), and of the Principles upon which the 
Spanifh Government intends to regulate its Con- 
duct, as^ well with refpeft to Armaments as in all 
other Particulars ; that, when the whole Cafe is 
laid before His Majefliy, He will be enabled to deter- 
mine what Condud it may be proper for Him to 
adopt ; but that it cannot pofTibly be expeded that 
. His Majefty fhould acquiefce in one Stipulation of 
a Treaty, and that of a Nature highly injurious 
to His Interefls, and fubmit at the fame Time t» 
remain in complete Ignorance of all the other Sti- 
pulations it contains; that the Circumflance of 
Armaments in the Ports of Spain cannot but afford 
to His Majefly very ferious Ground of Jealoufy, 
and the greateft Sufpiclon that the Spanifh Govern- 
ment has in its Contemplation fome ulterior Pro- 
jeds of Hoftility againft His Dominions ; that an 
unreferved Confidence on the Part of the Govern- 
inent of Spain will not fail to be met by a reciprocal 
ConduA on the Part of His Majefty ; and that 
whatever may be the Iffiie of the prefent Difeuf- 

H 3 fions. 
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fions» neither Party will be in danger, by thcfc 
Means, of being hurried into Hoftilities from a Mif- 
congsption of the Views^ Intentions, and Engage- 
ments of the other. 

I cannot too ftrongly recommend to you to avoid 
bringing thefe Difcuffions to a fudden and unfits 
vounble Iffue, except in the two Cafes dated in 
your former Inftruftions, viz. the Entrance of a 
French Army into Spain, or authentic Information 
of a Naval Armament being in fuch forward Pre* 
paration, for the Purpofe of fupporting the Views 
of France, or for other Purpofes hoftile to this 
Country, as may fpeedily rec[uire the Exertions of 
His Majefty 's Forces. 



No. 26,. 
Copy of a Difpatcb from Iiord Hawkefbury 
to J. H. Frcre Efquire, dal^d Downing- 
Street, 21ft Janujiry 1804, 
Sir, 
TJ IS Majefly*s Government having received fre* 
quent Complaints from feveral Commanders 
of His Majefty's Ships of War, of the unfriendly 
Treatment to which they are expofed in the Ports 
of Spain, (more efpecially in that of Ferrol), and 
of the Refufal which they have experienced in 
many Inftances of PermifHon to purchafe in thofe 
Ports Proviflons and other Ncccffaries for the Ufe 
oi the refpe£tive Ships of War under the Command 



C »03 ) 

of thofe OfEcers; I have to fignify toyou Hit Ma« 
jefty's Plcafure, that you make the mofk forcible 
Reprefentations upon this Subjed to the Spanib 
Minifters ; and that you ftate to them His Majefty's 
jufl: Expedation, that the Commanders of His 
Ships of War fhall have full Liberty to purchafe ia 
the Ports of Spain Provifions, and any other ne- 
Oeflary Articles of vrhich they may be in Want } 
and, generally, that they may be treated precifely 
In the fame Manner as the Commanders of the 
$hips o| War of the French Republic, or of any 
other Country which may be at Peace with His 
CathpHc Majefty* 

I am, &c* 

HAWKESBURT. 
J. H, Frere Efquire, 
Ice. &c. &c. 



No« 27. 

Extraft of a Difpatch from J. H. Ffere 

Efquire to Lord Hawkefbury, dated Ma« 

drid, 3d March X804. 

T HAVE endeavoured to keep up fuch a Tonc^ 

as may enable His Majefty's Goverxunenc to 

take whatever Steps may be thought neceflary or 

expedient, without being expofed to the Reproach 

of abrupt or violent Condu£t, or of the Infradioa 

of any Engagement, either direCUy ftipukted, or 

which might be contended to have been implied 
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by a tacit and continued Acquiefcence ; m (hort, 
\i^ithouf lofing any Thing of that evident Juftice, 
which airSurope would have recognized and 
admitted, if the Firft Stipulation of Sublidy to 
France had been confidered and aded upon as % 
Ground for immediate Hoftilities. Being well 
aware how much the Juftice of fuch a Cafe may 
' fufier in Appearance by Delay, and by continued 
Forbearance, I have endeavoured, in my Corre- 
l^ndeace with M. Cevallos, not only to (how the 
perfed Faimefs of the Ptetenlions of His Majefty's 
Government, but to avoid any Thing like an Ad* 
miflion of the pretended Neutrality of this Court ; 
and without puihing Matters to Extremity, on the 
one Hand, or on the other, attempting to fettle 
and trace out the prefent Relations of the Two 
Countries. This Syftem is rendered ftill more ne- 
ceflary, by the Impoflibility of obtaining from Spain 
any fubftantial Pledge for her future Condudt ; fo 
long, at leaftj as fhe continues to follow the fame 
Syftem of Subordination to France. The Con- 
fequence, therefore, of any Explanation or Under- 
fianding between the Two Courts, would be only 
to bind His Majefty's Government gratuitoufly^ 
> while Spain would remain in her prefent State as 
long as the French Government might find it con- 
venient, and would afterwards, without Shame or 
Hefitation, plead NeceiCty as a fufHcient Excufe 
for any Violation of Faith which her A)ly might 
think proper to dictate. 
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. It will be proper to mention to your Lordfhip a 
Circumflance^ which fhews the Importance of at- 
tending to. the firft Confideration which I men- 
tioned, namely, that of the entire Subordination 
of this Country to France under Its prefent Syftem. 
When, in Conformity to your Lordihip*s Initruo 
tions, I applied for a Communication of the Treaty^ 
it was replied, that it was impoilible } that when it 
was firfl: made, the Neceflity of making fuch a 
Communication to the Britifb Government had 
been iniifted upon, but that General Boumonviile 
bad pofilively overruled this Propofal. In the 
Courfe of the fame Converfation, when I iniifted 
ftrongly upon the two Points of the Ceflation of 
NavaL Armament, and the Sale of Prizes, in An- 
fwer to what I faid upon the latter Point, ic was 
faid, *« Well, we mufl: tell the French that you will 
•* not put up with it, and that it cannot be.*' 
Thcfe Expreflions fo ftrongly mark, both the Value 
which the French attach to the Continuance of 
the prefent State of Things with refped to Spain, 
and the perfeft Dominion which they exercife ovei^ 
this Government, that I cannot but conceive that, 
even if they ftood alone, they would be a fufficient 
Proof of the Inftability of any Engagement with 
this Court, and of the Difad vantage which His 
•Majefty's Government would be expofed to by 
being bound to an Arrangement, which the French 
certainly confider as, in a high Degree, favourable 
to their own Interefts, and which they will find no 

DifEculty 
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Difficulty in violating, whenever in their Opinion 
il ceafes to be fo. 

Of the Notes, Copies of which are enclofed^ 
No. I. was written upon a Report which reached 
me of Orden having been fent down, and of g^eat 
Adivity prevailing in the Ports, which I thought 
it my Duty to take Notice of in pretty Aroag 
Terms. M. Cevallos' Reply is, as your Lordfliip 
will obferve, in the fame Stite, and in his Note 
he does not diflemble, that the Preparations are 
made^ with a View to vindicate and aflert their pre* 
fent pretended Syftem of Neutrality. This Note 
appeared to me, both from ij^s Subftance and Tone^ 
fo much like a Defiance, ahd fo impoffible to be 
pafled over, that I conceived it my Duty to return 
a very decided and peremptory Reply ; in which, at 
the fame Time, I took an Opportunity of Ilatin|^ 
as clearly as I was able, the evident Juftice of 
the Demand which t was charged to make on the 
Part of His Majefty's Government, concluding with 
a pofitive Intimation of the immediate bad Cionfe* 
quences which would enfue in cafe of a negative 
or unfatisfaftory Anfwcr. The Anfwer from M* 
Ccvallos is, as your Lordlhip will perceive, very 
different in Tone, though in fad conceding very 
little, and perfedly nugatory and trifling upon 
the Two important Points, of a Ceflation of Na^ 
val Preparations, and the Sale of Prizes, and con 
eluding by defiring an Explanation of the Intentions 
and Views of England with refped to the prefent 
Situation of Spain, In my Anfwer, which I have 
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firamed in a correfpondent Tone of Moderation, 
l avoid taking any Notice of this (^cftion, and 
infift upon the Difference between the Conceffions 
of the Spanifli Government on the other Points, 
and the Demands of His Majefty^ and argue them 
at fome Length, toncluding with a Repetition 
of the fame Intimatibns of the dangerous Con- 
lequences to be apprehended from a Perfcverancc 
in the prefent Meafures. 



(Firfl Inclofure in No. 27.) 

Note from J. H, Frcre Efquire to Don Pedro 
Cevallos, dieted Madrid, 2d January 1 804. 

Monfieur, 
IL y a quel que Tems que les Promefles de 

votre Excellence, et les Nouvelles qui me par- 
venoient dcs Ports m*avoient tranquillife fur le 
Point des Armemens maritimes, et paroiffoient 
mem€ affurer que leur prompte Ceffation oterait 
tout Sujet de Mefiance a cet Egard. II feroit 
fuperflu d'indiquer a votre Excellence les Circon- 
ftances qui prouvent pofitivement a un Miniftre de 
Sa Majefte Britannique que ces Armemens ne 
peuvent avoir d*autre Objet que ce lui des Hofti- 
lites contre fon Maitre, ou celui plus offenfant en- 
core de vouloir foutenlr par un Appareil menafant 
k Syfteme des Subfides, Syfteme qu'on a deja com- 
mence de fuivre, malgrc les Proteftations de la 
f^lrt de Sa Majefte dans lefquelles il eft declare 
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formellement que ce Syftenie efi: regarde comme 
plus injurieux que la Preftation meme d'un Con- 
tingent de Giierre. 

U eft poifible quelquefois de pafler par une Injuf- 
tice, xnais votre Excellence f9ait trop bien qu'iine 
Injuftice foutenue par une Demonftration de Force 
devient lin Affront >et par confequent impofe a cdai, 
qui en eft TObjet, la Neceffite d'cn demander 
Raifon. 

J'efpere done que votre Excellence me mettra 
a m£me de faire un Rapport fatisfaifant a ma 
Cour, et qu'elle m'epargnera le D^fagrement de lui 
faire aucune Intimation fur les Mefures tres ded- 
fiyes, qui m'ont ^te prefcrites dans le Cas contraire. 

(Signe) J. H. FRERE. 
A Son Excellence Don Pedro Cerallos^ 
' &c. &c. &c. 



(Tranflation of Firft Inclofure in No. 27.) 
Sir, Madrid, January 2d i3o4« 

qOME Time has elapfed jGnce your Excellency's 
Promifes, and the Accounts I received from 
the Ports had removed my Uneafmefs on the 
Subjeft of the Naval Armaments, and even aflford- 
cd the Belief that their fpeedy Ceffation would re- 
move every Caufe of Diftruft on that Head. It 
would be fuperfluous to point out to your Excel- 
lency the Circumftances which pofitively prove to 
His Britannic Majefty's Minifter, that thefe Arma- 
ments 
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ments can have no other Objed than that of Holli-* 
lities againd the King his Mafter, or that (till 
more . ofFendve one of wiQiing to fupport by a 
menacing Attitude the Syftem of Subfidies ; a 
Syftem which has been already purfued, notwith- 
ftanding the Remonftrances of His Britannic Ma- 
jefty, wherein it is formally declared that this 
Syftem is more injurious than even fupplying a War 
Contingent. 

It is fometimes pofGble to overlook an Injuftice ; 
but your Excellency too well knows that an In- 
juftice fupported by a Demonftration of Force be- 
comes an Infult, and confequently impofes on 
that Power, who is the Objeft of it, the Neceffity 
of demanding Satisfaflion. 

I hope, therefore, that your Excellency will ena- 
ble me to make a fatisfaftory Report to my Court, 
and chat you will fpare me the unpleafanc Talk of 
announcing to yqd the very decifive Meafures 
which, in the contVary Cafe, I am ordered to 
adopt. 

lam, &c. 

J, H. FRERE. 
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(Second Inclofure In No. 27.) 

Note from Don Pedro Cevalbs to J.H. Frcre 
£fq. dated Aran] uez^ 15th January 1804* 

Sir, 
1 HAVE received the Note, which you were 

pleafed to tranftnit to me on the 2d Inftant, 
fequiring Satisfa^ion upon the Naval Armaments 
which it dates are making in the Ports of Spain, 
which can have no other Objedl than that of Hof* 
tility to Great Britain, and of fupporting a Syftem 
of Subfidy, which you afTert has been adopted 
by this Government, notwithftanding the Protefts 
of His Britannic Majefty, wherein it lias been 
formally declared, that fuch a Syftem is held to 
be more injurious, than the fupplying a \?ar Con- 
tingent. 

In Anfwer to the above Note, I mufl: ftatc ta 
you, that the Ideas of this Oyirt with refped to 
that of London, are as pacifig^ I have declared 
them to be in all the official Communications ia 
which I have mentioned them ; that the whole Con^ 
duft of the Spanifli Government is confonant with 
thefe Ideas ; that the moft convincing Proof of 
her not wifliing to alter them, is the Treaty of 
Subfidy concluded with France, for the Sake 
of avoiding any hoftile Attitude towards Great 
Britahi ; that the Ships of War which are armed 
in the Arfenals, were already fo at the Time of 
concluding the Treaty of Neutrality ; and that as 
long as the Official Communications of the Britifh 
Government are conceived in Terms calculated 

to 
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to infpire Apprehepfions that the Dcfigns of Great 
Britain are not conformable to thofe of Spain, 
Prudence^ Policy, and Decorum, will require from 
the latter the Employment of thofe Precautions 
which in fo many Refpeds (he owes to herfelf. 

(Signed) PEDRO CLVALLOS. 
/. H. Frere, Efquire, 
&c. &c. Src. 



(Third Inclofure in No. 27.) 

Note from J. H. Frere Efquire to Don Pedro 
Cevallos, dated 17.4th January 1804. 
Monfieur, 

A PRES avoir reflefli tres ferieuefmcnt fur le 
Sujet de la Note de votre Excellence en Date 
^u ^3>jc fens enfin laNcceffitc d'en veniraune 
Explication claire ec abfoluce. 

Dans ma Note du 13 du Mois pafTe j'avais de 
dare I votre Excellence par Ordre de mon Gou- 
vernement que la Pi-eftation des Secours pecunx- 
aires, telle qu* elle avoit etc ftipulce par le Traite rc- 
cemme/it conclu avec la France, etoit regardc par 
SaMajeft^ comme le Secours !e plus efficace, et le 
plus adapte aux Befoins de TEnnemi; le plus 
nuifible aux Intcrcts des Sujets de Sa Majeftc Bri- 
tannique, et le plus dangereux pour fas Etats ; enfin 
plus qu* Equivalent a toute Efpece d'Aggreflion. 

J'ai repetc encore la memc Declaration en Tajv 

)^uyant fur des Argumens d£taill^ dans une anrre 

Note 
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Note du 26 a laquelle votre Excellence h*a pas cru 
cvoir repondre : Effeftivemcnt clle n'ctait pas dc 
Nature a demander unc Reponfe ; TAngleterre y 
dcclarait qu'elle voyait dans la Conduite de la Cour 
d'Efpagne un jufte Motif de Guerre ; elle ne fait 
aUcun Reproche ; elle ne demande aucune Satisfac- 
tion ; elle fe borne a une Declaration des Torts 
qu'elle a efluycs ; et quand elle feroit forcee a un 
Commencement de Mefures hoftiles, elle n'auroit 
pas befoin d'autre Declaration que celle qui fe 
trouve dcja faite» Cependent il eft indiquc dans 
cette Declaration mcme^ et yotre Excellence ne 
peut pas ignorer, que Si M ajefte Britannique n'etoit 
nuUemenc difpofee a precipiter cette Crife» a laquelle 
il paroit maintenanc que nous acbeminons i grands 
Pas. 

Sa Majeftc Britannique bien perfuadee que la 
Conduite effentiellement hoftile de la Cour d'Et 
pagne n'etoit nullement d*Acord avec les Principes 
et les Intentions de faMajefte Catholique, a defire 
de fe preter a tons les Arrangemens admiflibleSj a 
fin de prolonger jufqu' a un Terme indefini la Suf- 
penfion des Hoftllities^ efperant avec Raifon que 
TEtat variable du Continent pourrait enfin fe fixer 
d*une Maniere a aflurer le Repos TEfpagne, et lui 
donner les Moyens de fortir de cette Situation, a 
laquelle il plait a votre Excellence de donner le 
Norn de Neutralite, pour fe placer enfin dans un 
Elat de Neutral ire vrai et refpeftable. 

Cette Conduite eft la Preuve . la plus cpnv^un- 

quante 
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^uante clu Prix que TAngleterre attachcrait i 
L'Amitic de TEfpagnCj et de Tlntcret avcc lequel 
ille envifage fon Independence. Sous tout autre 
Rapport de pareils Mcnagemens feroient abfolu- 
ment inezplicables* 

Sa Majefte Britannique ne peut pas cependant 
Te difpenfer d'infifter fur des Conditions fondees 
Tur la Juftice & la Raifon, et qui font toujours 
toon de former un Equivalent aux Avantages que 
l*Efpagne derive de Tlnadion des Forces Brican-^ 
niques. 

JDabord il ne paroit pas jufle que TEfpagne 
profite des bonnes Difpofitions de rAngleterre> 
pour lui faire une double Guerre ; la premiere, la 
plus, nuiiable de toutes, en fourniflant des Se- 
cours pccuniaires a l*£nnemi ; et encore une fe* 
coAde en admettant PEnnemi dans fes Ports fur 
un pied plus favorable ; en permettant la Vente 
des Prifes faites par leurs Coffaires, en encourage- 
ant ^Armament en courfe ; en fin, en leur accor- 
dant dans toutes les Occafions une Preference dc- 
cid^e. Une autre Condition non Moins Equitable 
eft celle de la Sufpenfion de tout Armement ultc- 
rieur dans les Ports de ce Roy^ume. Dans tous 
les Cas oik les Hoftilites font fufpendues entre 
deux Puiffances, il ed invariablement convenu 
qu'elles doivent refter in ftatu quo relativement 
a leurs Preparatifs militaires. Quant a TAngle- 
terre elle n'eft pas dans rincention ni dans la Ne- 
ccflite d^augmentcr le Siens } tous fes Preparatifs 
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ont etc faits il y a long Tcms, la Peninfulc eft 
cemee par fes EfcadfeSj leurs Commandans n^aN 
tendcnt que TOrdre poiir agir. 

Je vous ai cxpofe, Monfleur, fans Referve Ics 
Idees de mon Gouvernement fur TEtat aftuel des 
Relations entre les Deux Pays> ainfi que les Prin- 
cipes qui en derivent, et les Pretenfions irreciiiablei 
fondees fur ces Principes. Ces Pretenfions s'eten- 
dent a deux Objets, favoir, la Ceflfation de tout 
Armament Maritime; et une parfaite Egalite dans 
le Traitement accorde aux Sujets et aux Vaiflfeaux 
de Sa Majefte Britannique avec ceux de I'Ennemi. 
Je dois audi puvenir votre Excellence qu'en vous 
propofant les dites Conditions je vous communique 
la derniere Refolutibn de mon Gouvernement, 
avec la Certitude qu*une Reponfe negative, on 
peu fatisfaifance amenera immcdiatement les Con* 
fcquences, que depuis fi long Terns je me fuis 
ciForce a ecartcr. 

(Signc) J. H.FRERE* 
A Son Excellence Don Pedro Cevallos, 

&c. &c. &c. 



(Tranflation of Third Inclofure in No. 27.) 
Sir, 24th January i8o4» 

A FTER having very deeply reflcded on the Sul>— 
jefl: of your Excellency's Note of the 15th Iri— 
ftant, I find myfelf at laft under the Neceffityofi 
coming to a clear and explicit Explanation. 
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In my Note of the 13th of laft Month, I declared 
to your Excellency, by Order of my Government, 
that the Supply of pectiniary Succours, fuch as 
had been ftipulated by the Treaty recently con- 
cluded With France, v/as confidered by His Ma- 
jefty as the Kind of Succours the moft efficacious 
and' beft adapted to the Wants of the Enemy, 
the moft prejudicial to the Interefts of His Britan- 
nic Majcfty's Subjefts, and the moft dangerous to 
his Dominions; in ftiort, more than equivalent 
to every Species of Aggreffion. 

I again repeated the fame Declaration, fup- 
ported by Arguments in detail in another Note^ 
dated the 26th, to which your Excellency has not 
thought proper to reply. Indeed, it was not of 
a Nature to require an anfwer. Great Britain 
there declared, that fhe faw in the Conduft of 
the Court of Spain a juft Motive for War ; (he 
makes no Reproaches, fhe demands no Satisfac- 
tion, fhe confines herfelf to a Declaration of the 
Wrongs fhe has fuffered ; and were fhe com- 
pelled to commence Hoftilities, fhe would need 
no other Declaration than that which has already 
been made. Neverthelefs^ it is pointed out in 
this Declaration itfclf, and your Excellency cannot 
be ignorant, that His Britannic Majefty was by 
no Means difpofed to precipitate this Crifis, to 
which it appears that we are now approaching 
with hafty Strides. 

His Britannic Majefty, fully perfuaded that this 
truly hoftile Conduft of the Court of Spain was by 
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no Means in Unifon with the Principles and Inten- 
tions of His Catholic Majefty, was deiirous of 
, liftening to every admiflible Arrangement, in order 
to prolong for an indefinite Term the Sufpenfion of 
Hoftilities, in the reafonable Hope that the fluduac- 
ing State of the Continent might at lail be fettled 
in fuch a Manner as to fecure the Tranquillity of 
Spain, and to afford' her the Means of extricating 
herfelf from that Situation which your Excellency is 
pleafed to term Neutrality, in order to place herfelf 
in a State of real and refpedable Neutrality. 

This Condud is the moil convincing Proof of 
the Value which England attaches to the Friend- 
fhip of Spain, and of the Intereft which ihe takes 
in its Independence. In every other View fuch 
Forbearance would be abfoluteiy inexplicable. 

His Britannic Majefty, however, cannot avoid 
infifting upon Conditions founded in Juitice and 
in Reafon, and which are very far from being equi- 
valent to the Advantages which Spaifi derives from 
the Inaftion of the Britifh Forces. 

Indeed, it does not appear juft, that Spain fhould 
take Advantage of the good Difpofitions of Eng- 
land, to carry on againft her a two-fold Warfare : 
The firft, the moft prejudicial of any, by furniih'^ 
ing pecuniary Succours to the Enemy j and the 
fecond, by admitting the Enemy into its Ports upon 
a more favourable Footing, by permitting the Sale 
of Prizes made by their Privateers, and by en- 
couraging the fitting of them out ; and, in fine, 
by (hewing them, on all Occafions, a decided Pre^^ 

ference« 
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ference. Another Condition^ not lefs equitable 
is that of the Sufpenfion of all farther Arming in 
the Ports of this Kingdom. In every Cafe wherein 
Hoftilities are fufpended between Two Powers, it 
is invariably agreed, that they fhould remain in 
ftatu quo relative to their military Preparations. 
As to England J (he is neither in the Intention, nor 
under the Neceffity, of increafing her's ; all her 
Preparations have long fince been completed ; the 
Peninfula is clofely blockaded by her Squadrons^ 
whofe Commanders wait only Orders for adling. 

I have thus, Sir, without Referve, laid before 
you the Ideas of my Government on the a&ud 
relative Situation of the two Countries, as well 
as' on the Principles refulting therefrom, and on 
the indifputable Pretentions founded upon thofe 
Principles* Thefe Pretcnfions extend to Two Ob* 
jeds ; namely, the Ceflfation of all Naval Arm&- 
meais^ and a perfect Equality in the Treatment 
ibewn to the Veflels and Subjeds of His Britan- 
nick Majefty and to thofe of the Enemy. I muf): 
likewife inform your Excellency, that, in propofing 
the above Conditions, I communicate the ultimate 
Refolution of my Government, with the Certainty 
that a negative or unfacisfadory Anfwer would im- 
mediately produce the Confequences which I have 
&} long endeavoured to avert. 

(Signed) J. H. FRERE. 
To His Excellency Don Pedro Ccvallos, 

&c. &c. &c. 

I 3 (Fourth 
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(Fourth Inclofure in No. 27.) 

Note from Don Pedro Cevallos to J. H. 
Frere Efquire, dated Aranjuez, 27tb 
January 1804, 
Sir, 
T HAVE received Three Notes from you, dated 
the 23d and 24th inft, and having given Ac- 
count of their Contents to the King, my Mafter, 
I have the Honour to reply to you in the following 
Terms : 

You complain that, notwithftanding our Co* 
lonial Syftem, a F|*ench Privateer has received 
Shelter in the Bay of Cumana, and been permitted 
to fell an Englifti Veffel captured in the Gulf of 
Paria. Although our Legiflation does not permit 
foreign Ships to enter the Ports of our Colonies, 
there are certain Cafes, recommended by Huma- 
nity and natural Right, which form many Excep- 
tions to that general Rule. The French Privateer 
flicUered in Cumana will probably have found her- 
felf in fome fuch Situation ; and in order to ex- 
amine into the Affair, and to take fuch Meafures 
as may be fuitable to the Rcfalt, His Majefty 
has commanded me to tranfmit the ftrideft Or- 
ders to the Minifter of War. 

The Purchafe of Prizes brought into neutral 
Ports has never been looked upon as an AQ, of 
Hoftility, or Infradion of Neutrality, but as a law- 
ful Speculation of the Commerce of neutral Nations. 

The 
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he King, my Mafter, has recognized the Juftice 
. which you claim that His Britannick Majefty's 
jefts fliould be treated throughout Spain with 
fame Confideration as French Citizens ; and, 
5 the Date of the Treaty of Neutrality with 
ice, has given the ftrided Orders to avoid 
f Prediledion, which can appear in the leafl; 

ree inconfident with our Syftem of ftridt Neu- 

8 foon as'His Majefty had Notice by His Mi* 
r in London of the Occurrences which have 
Q place in the Ifland of TenerifFej which form 
Subjed of the Note which you were pleafed to 

me on the 24thy* without waiting for the 
iplaint contained in that Note, he commanded 
o tranfmit an Order to the Goveriaor of the 
[fland, to give Satisfadion as to the Charges, 
[nformation upon the Ads which are attributed 
im. Thefe Orders are now repeated, accom- 
5d by the Depofition of Two Subjefts of His 
ionic Majefty, which you are pleafed to tranf- 
to me, in order that the Governor's Juftifica- 

may correfpond to each of the Subjefts of 
plaint. 

>u judge, with your known Prudence and Dif- 
3n, that thefe Abufes, if they exift, cannot 
nate in Orders iflued by the Spanifli Govern- 
:, and you do it the Juftice lo believe that 
ill punifh them as foon as the Refult of its 
liries fhall put it in a Situation to fhew itr 
rity towards thofc who may have merited it, 

I 4 You 
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You are pleafed to tranfmit to me another Note 
of the fame Date, in which you aiTure me that 
His Britannic Majefty, duly appreciating the Prin- 
ciples and pacific Intentions of the King my 
MaAcT^ has wifhed to lend Himfelf to every ad- 
ikiiffible Metfure for the Sake of prolonging the 
Sufpenfion of Hoftilities to an indefinite Period ; 
aSufpenfion which, if indeed it is founded upon 
thofe Data, will have no Period, and will be as firm 
as are tHofe Principles which efientially conlUtute 
the Policy of the King my MaiRier. 

Another Subied of Complaint is the Petmiffioa 
to fell Prizes in our Ports* I have had the Honor 
to fay in Anfwer to another Note, that the Pur- 
chafe of Prizes is an AQl of authorized Comitierce, 
free from all Hoftility, when the Permiilion of feU 
ling is not confined to one of the Belligerent 
Powers, but common to both. 

With regard to the Complaint that the French 
Ships are received in* our Ports upon a more favour- 
able Footing, and that a decided Preference is given 
to them, I have the Honor to repeat to you that 
the Orders of the King my Mailer are confined to 
an Equality of Proteftion, and the moft ftrift Neu-^ 
trality. 

Befides thefe Conditions for the Continuance 
of Neutrality, you demand a Sufpenfion, on the 
Pkrt of Spain, of all further Armament in the Ports 
of this Kingdom, founding your Demand upon the 
Identity of the Principle, by which, when Hoftilities 
are fufpended between Two Powers, they are fixed 
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in ftatu ^uo with regard to their Military Prepa*. 
rationsl The Principles which hold good in a Sut 
penfion of Hoflilities, cannot be applied to a Cafe 
of Neutrality, without infringing which, a Power 
may arm, in order to be prepared for every Event, 
or even to prcferve the Neutrality which flie defires* 

The Intentions of the Spanifli Government are 
very far removed from all Hoftility, His Britao* 
nick Majefty could not do lefs than recognize the 
pacific Views of the King my Mafter j his Majefty 
has given irrefiftible Proofs that he does not de« 
fire to change them, both in the Sacrifices which 
baive been made to procure the Neutrality of this 
Kmgdom, and a free and fecure Circulation for 
the Commerce of his Subjeds ; as well ^s in the 
prompt Juftice, which has been executed, before 
it was demanded, upon thofe of his Subjedls, who 
have forgotten the Duties which the Neutrality im- 
poks. 

Thefe Data being laid down, I do not find how 
it is poifible that you ihould apprehend that Spain 
is occupying herfelf with further Armaments, with 
which fhe may a£t in a Senfe contrary to her 
pacifick Syflf m. 

The official Correfpondence, by which you have 
endeavoured to maintain a good Underftanding, 
whilft it claims my Acknowledgments, forms the 
Glory and conftitutes the Effencc of your Miflion ; 
but you will agree with me, that your Note abounds 
In Phrafes of a contradiftory Signification ; feme 
iSure the Continuation of a good Underftanding 
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between the Two Powers, and others breed Appre- 
henHons that it may be difturbed ; and this CollKion 
of Security and Miflrufl: is a great Impediment to 
the Advantages which the King propofed to him- 
fcif from his Neutrality. 

In order that they may be no longer thus embar- 
rafled, I hope^ Sir, that, making a due Eftimate of 
th^ Franknefs and precife and politive Terms in 
which I have had the Honor to declare to you the 
invariable Syftem of the Spanifh Cabinet, you will 
in return declare to me in like Terms, whether 
Great Britain is, as I hope, determined to con- 
tinue in a good Underftanding with Spain during 
the prefent War with France. 

(Signed) PEDRO CEVALLOS, 
J. II. Frere Efquire, 
(kc. &c. &c. 



(Fifth Inclofure in No. 2y.) 

Note from J. H. Frere Efquirc to Don Pedro 
Cevallos, dated 1 8th February 1804. 

MonGeur, 
TN ES Confideradons, fur lefquelles il eft main- 

tenant inutile de m'appuyer, m'ont engag6 a 
difierer rExecution de mes InftruSions, quant a la 
Reponfe que je devais rendre a la Note de votre 
Excellence en Date du 27 pafle, Les formes 
amicales & les Expreflions perfonellement flat- 
teu^es de cette Note me rendent infiniment penible 

Ic devoir dont je m'acquitte en vous reprefentant 
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tmt Difference, qui fe trouve cntre les Con- 
is propofi£es de la Pare de Sa Majefl:6 Britan. 
^, & celles que votre Excellence a cru devoir 
ittre. Je le regrette d'autant plus, fachant 
:cs Propofitions forment rUltimatum de mon 
trernement, & que fes Refolutions prifes a cet 
d ne font pas fufceptibles d'aucun Changement. 
1, Monfieur, je defefpdrerois abfolumcnt de 
encore fubfifter les Chofes dans leur Situation 
die, fi la Confiance, que m'infpirent les Prin- 

dc Sa Majcft6 & les Lumieres de votre Ex- 
ace ne me faifoient pas entrevoir la Poflibilit6 

Arrangement conforme aux Demandes de 
Aaje(l6 Britannique & a cette Juflice fur la- 
le elles f 'appuyent. 

es armemens maritimes de I'Efpagne, dans la 
ition aftuelle dcs Affaires, ne pouvaient pas 
quer d*exciter des Apprehenfions de la Part 
ia Majefte Britannique. Maintenant que la 
lion de la Louifiane fe trouve terminee, ces 
lemens nepeuvent avoir pour Objet que I'An- 
rre, ou la France. Pendant que les Dif- 
ons avec les Etats d'Amerique fubfiftaient en- 
, il €toic pcrmis d'imaginer que ces Preparatifs 
^aient avoir une Deftination non avouce j s'ils 
inuaient maintenant, il ne feroit plus poflible 
5ur fuppofer un autre But, que celui que votre 
:Ilence m'annonnce, c*eft a dire, une Jaloufie 
Intentions de TAngleterre, & une Determina- 

de foutenir par la Force un Etat de Chofes 
ifie par le Nom de Neutralitc, mais auquel les 
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Conditions nccelTaires d'une Neutralite manquent 
abfolument. Cetce Pretention n'elt pas moins in- 
jurieufe pour les Intfirets de TAngleterre, qu'offen? 
/ante a fon Honneur. U y a encore une autre Con* 
fideration plus importante. Sa Majefte tout ea 
rendant Juftice aux Difpofitions de Sa Majefte Ca* 
tholiquej & aux Intentions de fes Miniftres, ne peuc 
pas fe di/Gmuler Tlnfluence, que fes Ennemis ont 
obtenue dans ce Pays> & TEfp^ce d'Autorit6, qu'ils 
y excerceni: } cette Confideration a motiv6 de la 
Fart de Sa Majeft6 Britannique des grands Manage* 
mens, auzqueis EUe ne fe feroit pas pretee certaine- 
mentj fi Elle avoit imagine que les Intentions de 
la Cour d'Efpagne etoient en Unifon ayec fes 
Mefures. Mais cette meme Confideration doit 
it^ceflfairement infpirer aux Miniftres & aux Coil* 
feillers de Sa Majefte une jufte Defiance quant a 
la Conduite ultdrieure de TEfpagne ; les Aflurances 
de votre Excellence feroient certeinement une ga- 
rantie fufEfante de la Volont6 et des Intentions de 
Sa Majefte ; raais malheureufement elles ne pour- 
raient pas repondre de la Volonte de la France, ni 
de I'Exercice d'une Influence, qui pourrait bien 
Temporter fur les Decifions antdcedentes de cette 
Cour. II conviendrait done, et il deviendraic un 
devoir indifpenfable de la Part du Gouvernement 
Britannique, de furveiller les Armemens et les 
Mouvemens des Efcadres deja equippes dans les 
Ports de ce Royaume, en Employant des Efcadres 
d'une Force €gale. Je dis que le Miniftre, qui 
negligeroit uncparcille Precaution fe rendrait re- 
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ifable en vers fa Patrie dans le plus haat Degre. 
je fupplie votre Excellence de confiddrer quel 
ic n6ceflairement TEtat r^latif des Deux Pays, 
fpagne fournirait ^ la France les Secours p6cu« 
res> qui lui font indffpenfables pour poufler une 
?rrc aftivc contre TAngleterre. Elle obligerait 
»re I'Angleterre a foutenir un Etat defenfif tres 
eux pour furveiUer les Efcadres qu*elle auraic 
pp6s dans fes Ports. Je vous demande, Mon- 
*, fi un pareil Etat de Chofes eft admiffible en 
dqne ou en Moral ; et fi Ton peut, avoir la Pre- 
ion de vouldr qu'il foit tolere de la Part d'aucun 
iremement ? N'en rdfulterait il pas ndceflaire- 
t ccttc ConfSquence, que les Forces, qui fe- 
lt Charg^es de furveiller les Ports d'Efpagne> 
vraient en m6me Terns une Commiffion pour 
? Si cctte Confequence eft immanquable, Ic 
ivemement Britannique croit tenir une Con- 
e plus droite, plus franche, mcme plus amicalej 
prefentant d'abord comme immediate et pro- 
ne une Confequence, qui malgr6 qu'elle foit 
line, pourroit peutetre paraitre moins feniible 
I un avenir un peu eloigne. C'eft par cettc 

on, Monfieur, qu'il m'eft ordonne de vous de- 
•r que le Syftemc de Managemeas de la Pare de 

igleterre tlent abfolument a la Ceflation de tout 

lement Maritime dans les Ports de ce Roy- 

ej et qu'il m'eft expreffement defendu da 

onger ma Refidence ici,, fi malheureufement 

I Condition venoit a etre rejett6e«. 

II 
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n y a encore une autre Condition egalement ef- 
fentielle et indifpenfable. 

Le Principe fur lequel la Grande Bretagne s'eft 
montree juftement la plus jaloufe eft celui de la 
Confervation de Pancien droit maritime ^tabli de- 
puis des Siccles, et univerfellement reconnu par 
toutes les Nations Chretiennes, jufque dans ces der- 
nieres Tems. La Republique Fran5aife fe trou- 
vant genee par la Superiorite de Ton Adverfsdre, a 
crue pouvoir fuppleer a cet' inconvenient, en d^trui- 
fant Tancien Code, dont les Principes, qu autoirt- 
faient les Avantages, qui refultaient d'une Supert- 
orite de Force devaient necefTairement lui paroitre 
contraires ; en conlequence elle a tach^ de faire 
adopter deux Principes, dont le premier en cou- 
vrant les ESets d'une Puiflance Belligerante, fous 
la Protedlion d'un Batiment neutre, affurerait i la 
Puiffance inferieure une defenfive Efficace. Ce 
Principe etoit capable d'un certain coloris d'Huma- 
nite et de Bien public, puifqu'il tendait imm6diate- 
ment a fouftraire aux malheurs de la Guerre les 
Proprietes des Individus, et a renfermcr rAdion 
de ce Fleau dans des Bornes plus etroites^ Cepen- 
dant le Refpecl pour les anciens Ufages, et une 
Juftice plus eclairee ont prcvalu, et ce Principe 
innovateur a etc generalement rejette, II fallait 
auffi a la France un Principe de Guerre offenlive 
egalement favorable au plus faible. Elle a cm Ic 
trouve, dans le Droit qu'elle s'eft arrogee de con- 
damner et dc vendre fes Prifes dans des Ports neut 
ties } mais comme il s'en faut bien que ce Prin- 
cipe 
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cipe ait le mSme Avantage que le Pr^c^dent, pulf- 
qu'il etend fans Mefure les Ravages de la Guerre, 
et les Sacrifices des Individus, ii a 6i6 rejett6 et di- 
favoue plus promptement et d'une Maniere beau- 
coup plus formelle. Une Puiflance des plus re- 
fpe^bles a fenti qu'elle etoic obligee en Juflice 
et en Honneur de fatisfaire aux Torts que TAd- 
miflion inconiid^r^e de ce Principe avait Occafion- 
nes : Cette Puiflfance pourfuit maintenant elle meme 
des Reclamations aupres de cette Cour, avec la 
jufte Confiance de pouvoir obtenir une Compenfa- 
ciofi femblable a celie, qu'elle a cru devoir accorder. 
Cependant I'Efpagne efl de toutes les PuiHances 
celle qui eft la plus intereffee a la Confervation 
des anciens Principes : Quelle feroit effedivement 
fa jSituation visa-vis des Puiflances abfolument in- 
attaquables pour elle, fi en cas de Guerre les Ports 
de la Jamaique, de Trinidad, et de Gibraltar, etoienc 
ouverts ^ leurs Corfaires ? Encore cet Ufage amene 
necefiairement des abus infinis ; les Corfaires font 
fouvent les Proprietes des Sujets neutres, et n^ont^s 
par un Equipage neutre ; les Exemples de ce Scan- 
dale ont etc prouves dans le Cas de plufieures 
Prifes faites fur des Batimens Americains ; et re- 
cemment meme des Corfaires ont ete equippes a 
Tencriflfe, et a Tarifa, qui ne peuvent Tavoir ete 
pour le compte des Individus Franjais, qui en etaient 
les Proprietaires oflenfibles, II efl evident que TEf- 
pagne par reloignement et Tetendue de fcs Poffef- 
fions, feroit de toutes les Puiflances la plus expofe6 
adevenir refponfable des Abus de fa Neutralitc, 
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dansleCas que le nouveau Principe fut etabli; ell£ 
feroit ^galement Sujette en cas de Guerre a fe voir 
attaquer par desPuiflancesdont I'Adivite, heureufe-' 
ment pour elle, fe trouve bornee par les ancicns 
Principes ; cependant elle efl: la Seule qui croit 
pouvoir et devoir les enfreindre. Je n'imagine 
pas que votre Excellence puifTe fe flatter que la 
Grande Br^tagne ayant montre une ii grande 
T6nacit6 a s'oppofer a rEtabliflement du premier 
de ces deux Principes, pourrait cere difpof^e a 
admettre rEtabliflement du fecond^ infiniment plus 
pernicieux plus deraifonnable, et d6ja rejettd par 
toutes les autres Puiflances. 

Mes Ordres a cet Egard font tput auf& pofitifs 
que fur le Sujet des Armemens* Je les com« 
munique a votre Excellence avec cette Confiance 
que m'infpirent vos Lumieres et votre Sagefle j 
mais je dois auili vous declarer fans Detour que je 
ne fuis pas autorife a admettre aucune Modification } 
et que fi je ne puis obtenir de votre Excellence 
rAdmiflion de ces Deux Conditions, c'eft a dii« 
la CeiTation de tout Armement ; et des Ordres 
pour faire ceffer la Vente des Prifes ameneesdans 
les Poris de ce Royaumc, je dois regarder tout 
Sujet de Negociation comme termini, et ne plus 
fonger qu* a retournw auprcs de mes Sup^rieurs 
pour rendre compte de ma Miflion, 

(Signe) J.H*FRERE. 
A S. E. Don Pedro Cevallos, 
&c. &C4 &e. 

. (Traniladm 
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(Tranfiation of Fifth Inclofure in No. 27.) 
Sir - 

^CONSIDERATIONS, on which it is at prefent 
unneceiTary to dwdl, have induced me to defer 
the Execution of my Inftrudions, as to the Anlwer 
which I am to give to your Excellency's Note of 
the 27th ult. The friendly Form and the flattering 
perfonal ExpreiEons of this Note, render it an in-^ 
fimteiy painful Duty to me to difcharge inreprefent- 
ing to you the extreme Difference which exifts 
i>etweien the Conditions propofed on the Part of 
His Britannic Majefty, and thofe to which your Ek-» 
9cIIency has thought it right to agree. I regret it 
the more,' from the Knowledge that thefe Propofi. 
tions form the Ultimatum of my Government, and 
ti^at the Refolutions which it has taken in this re- 
fytdi aretiot fufceptible of any Alteration. In fine, 
^ir, I ihould abfolutely defpair of feeing Things 
remaia longer in their prefent Situation, if the 
Confidence with which the Principles of His 
Mayefty and the Difcernment of your Excellency 
jnfpire me, did not hold out to me the Profped, 
that an Arrangement might poflibly be ^made, in 
conformity with the Demands of His Britannic 
Majefty, and with that Juftice upon which they 
are founded. 

The Naval Armaments of Spain, in the adtual 
Situation of Affairs, cannot fail to excite Appre* 
henfions on the Part of His Britannic Majefty. 
The (j^eftion of Louifiana being now terminated, 
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thefe Armaments can only have England or France 
for their Objea. Whilft the Difcuffions with the 
American States ftill exifted, it might be fuppo- 
fed that thefe Preparations were for an unavowed 
Deflination. Should they ftill continue, it would 
be no longer poflible to attribute them to any other 
Motive than that which your Excellency announces, 
namely, a Jealoufy of the Intentions of England^ 
9nd a Determination to maintain by Force a State 
of Things qualified by the Name of Neutrality, but 
to which the neceflary Conditions of Neutrality are 
totally wanting. This Preteiilion is not lefs inju- 
rious to the Interefts of England than offenfive 
to its Honour. There is another Confideratioa 
jlill more important. His Majefty, at the fame 
Time that he does Juftice to the Difpofitions of 
His Catholick Majefty, and to the Intentions of 
His Minifters, cannot be blind to the Influence 
which His Enemies have obtained in this Coun* 
try, and the Species of Authority which they exer- 
cife in it. This Confideration has been the Motive 
of great Forbearance on His Britannic Majefty'i 
Part, to ' which He would certainly not have cott» 
defcended, had He imagined that th,e Difpofitions 
of the Court of Spain were in Unifon with its 
Meafures. But this fame Confideration muft ne- 
ceflarily infpire His Majefty's Minifters and Coun- 
fellors with a juft Diftruft of the future Conduft of 
Spain. Your Excellency's Affurances would cer- 
tainly be a fufEcient Guarantee of the Intentions and 
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Wiflies of His Catholick Majefty; but unfortunately 
thcfe cannot anfwer for the Will of France, nor for 
the Exercife of an Influence which may be para- 
mount to the former Decifions of that Court* It 
would therefore be proper, nay, an indifpenfable 
Duty, on the Part of the Britifh. Government, to 
watch the Armaments and the Movements of the 
Squadrons already equipped in the Ports of this 
Kingdom, by employing Squadrons of equal Force : 
I fay, that the Miniftcr who fhould negleft fuch 
Precautions^ would render himfelf refponfible to 
his Country in the higheft Degree. Therefore, 
I intreat your Excellency to confider what would 
necelEirily be the relative Situation of the two 
Countries. Spain would furnifli to France thofe 
pecuniary Succours which are indifpenfable to her 
carrying on an aftive War againft England. She 
would moreover oblige England to fupport a molt 
burthenfome dcfenfive Eftabllfhmenr, in order to 
watxrh the Squadrons which (he might have equip* 
ped in her Ports^ I demand of you. Sir, If fuch 
a State of Things is politically or morally admifOble, 
and upon what Pretence can be founded the Defire 
fhat it fhould be tolerated by any Government ? 
Would not this Confequence neceffarily refult from 
it, that the Forces which fliould be employed to 
watch the Ports of Spain, would at the fame Time 
receive a Commiflion to afl: ? If this Confequence 
be inevitable, the Britifli Government holds its 
Conduft to be more juft, more frank, nay, moro 

K % . amicable^ 



( 13^ ) 

amicable, in reprefenting^ in the Firfl: Inftance as 
itDmediate, a Confequence, which, although cer- 
tain, might perhaps appear lefs flriking in a more 
diftant Profped. It is for this Reafon, Sir, that 
I am ordered to declare to you, that the Syftem 
of Forbearance on the Part of England abfolutely 
depends on the CefTation of every Naval Armament 
Trithin the Ports of this Kingdom, and that I am 
exprefsly forbidden to prolong my Refidence herfc^ 
if unfortunately this Condition ihould be rejeded. 
There is likewife another Condition equally 
efientiial and indifpenfable. The Principle upon 
which Great Britain has juftly manifefted the ut- 
mod Jealoufy, is the Maintenance of the ancient 
Maritime Law, eftabliihed for Centuries, and univer- 
fally acknowledged by all Chriftian States, until 
thcfe latter Days. The French Republic, finding 
herfelf cramped by the Superiority of her Adv.er- 
fary, has endeavoured to remedy that Inconve^ 
nience, by deftroying the ancient Code, the Prin- 
ciples of which, fincc they authorifed the Advan* 
tages rcfulring from a Superiority of Force, would 
neceiTarily appear inimical to her. She has, in 
confequence, endeavoured to eftablifh two Princi- 
ples ; the firft of which, by covering the Effefla 
of a Belligerent Power under the Safe-guard of a 
Neutral Bottom, would fecure to the weaker Power 
an efficacious Protection, This Principle was ca- 
pable of a certain colouring of Humanity and 
public Good ) fince it had an immediate Tendency 
to withdraw the Property pf Individuals from the 
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Calamities of War, and to confine the EfTefls of this 
Scourge within a narrower Compafs. But Refped 
for ancient Ufages and a more enlightened Juftice 
have prevailed, and this innovating Principle has 
been generally rejedted. France had alfo need of 
a Principle of oflFenfive War, equally favourable to 
the weaker Power. She truftcd fhe had found it, 
in the Right which Ihe arrogated to herfelf of con- 
demning and of felling her Prizes in Neutral Ports ; 
but as this Principle is very far from having the fame 
Advantages as the preceding one, iince it extends 
without Bounds the Ravages of War and the LofTes 
of Individuals, ic was reje^ed and difclaimed, more 
promptly and in a more formal Manner. One of 
the moft refpedable Powers has felt that Ihe was 
obliged, in Juftice and in Honour, to give Satisfac- 
tion for the Wrongs which had been occafioned 
by the inconfiderate Admiffion of this Principle* 
This Power is now herfelf profecuting Claims ac 
this Court, \vith the' juft Confidence of being able 
to obtain a Compenfation, fimilar to that fhe 
thought it incuttibent on her to grant. But Spain 
is the Power of all others the moft interefted in 
the Prefervation of ancient Principles. What, in- 
deed, would be her Situation with regard to 
thofe Powers, whilft ihe poffeffes no Means what- 
ever of attacking, if, in the Event of War, the 
Ports of Jamaica, of Trinidad, and of Gibrahar, 
were open to their Privateers:? Moreover, this 
Ufage neceflarily produces an Infinity of Abufes. 
Privateers are frequently the Property of neutral 

K 3 Subjefts, 



( '34 ) 

Subjefts, and manned with a neutral Crew. Ej:- 
amples of this atrocious Proceeding have been 
proved in feveral Inftances of Captures of American 
Veffels, and even recently Privateers have been 
fitted out at Teneriffc and at Tarifa, which could 
not have been on account of French Individuals, 
who were the oftenfible Proprietors. It is evident, 
that Spain, owing to her diftant and extenfive Pbf- 
feflions, would be of all Powers the moft liable 
to become refponfible for the Abufes of her 
Neutrality, in cafe this new Principle was eftablifh- 
ed. She would likewife be fubjefted, in the Event 
of War, to be attached by Powers whofe Aftivity, 
happily for her, is reftrifted by ancient Principles ; 
never thetefs, flie is the only one who thinks (he 
has the Right and the Power to infringe them. 
I do not fuppofe that your fexcellency can flatter 
yourfelf, that Great Britain, having fo tenacioufly 
perfifted in oppofing the Eftablifhment of the firft of 
thefe Principles, can be difpofed to admit the Efta- 
. blifhment of the fecond, infinitely more pernicious, 
more unreafonable, and which has already been 
rejefted by every other Power. 

My Orders on this Head are equally pofitive 
with thole on the Subject of the Armaments. I 
communicate them to your Excellency with that 
Confidence which your Wifdom and Penetration 
infpire ; but I muft alfo explicitly declare, that I 
am not authorifed to admit any Modification ; and 
that, if I am unable to obtain from your Excel- 
lency 
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lelicy the AdmilGion of thefe two Conditions, 
namely the Ceflation of all Armaments, and Orders 
to flpp the Sale of Prizes brought into the Ports of 
this Kingdom^ I am ro confider all Negotiation as at 
an End, and to think only of returning to my Su- 
periors, to render an Account of my Miilion. 

(Signed) J. H.FRERE. 
To His Excellency Don Pedro Cevallos^ 
Sec &c. &c. 



No, 28. 

Copy of a Difpatch from }• H. Frerc 
Efquire, to Lord Hawkefbury, dated 
Madrid, 3d March i8o4, — Received 
29th. 
, My Lord, 

^HE incloled Note upon the Subjeft of the 
Armaments fuppofed to be deftined'to fail from 
Ferrol, was difpatchedby Mcffengcr to Sir Edward 
Pellew before I thought it a^vifeable to mentioti 
the Subjeft of it to the Government. On my 
fpeaking of it to the Prince of Peace, he pofitivdy 
denied any fuch Intention, which faved me frorti 
the Neceffity of informing him of the Step which 
I bad taken. 

It has been mentioned to no one except to 
the American Minifter, Who had been greatly 
alarmed, conceiving that the Armament was 
dcftined to oppofe the Occupation of Louifiana. 

X4 The 
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The Troops ftill rem&in in Gallicia, but all Ideft 
of their being deftined to foreign Service feems 
1SOW at an El^d. \ 

The American Minifter has received a Note, 

in which the CIsdm of his Government to Louifiant 
is fortnally recognized. The only remaining Dif- 
ference is with refped to its Limits, which have 
been conftrued to comprehend Weft Florida. 
I have the Honour to be, &c. 

J. H. FRERiU 



(Inclofure iii No. aS.) 

Copy of a Letter from J. H. Frere Efquirc 
to Sir Edward Pellew, dated Madrid, 
28 th January 1804. 
Sir, 
I T appears that this Court have it in Contempla- 
tion to fend out a confiderable Expedition from 
the Port of Ferrol, confifting, at the loweft Eftima- 
tion, of about Six tboufand Men. 

Though it is not evident that they have any 
immediate Objedk of Hoftiiity in View, yet, in the 
prefent Situation of the Two Countries, I fhould 
confider myfelf as wholly tnexcufable if I were to 
connive .at the Execution of a Meafure of fuch an 
important, and, under all its Circumftances, of fo 
fufpicious a Nature. I muft therefore recommend 
it to you as an Objeft (as it appears to me) of the 
ntmolt Confequence to His Majefty's Service, that 
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the failing of the above-mentioned Armament 
Ihould be oppofed ; firft, by a Declaration of your 
being authorized to oppofe it by Force, and finally, 
by tUe Execution of Force, if unhappily fuch an 
Extremity fliould become necefTary. 

The Expedition cannot I fuppofe be in a State 
to put to Sea for fome Weeks ; and it is pofliblc 
that the Protefts, which I fhall think it my Duty 
to make, may fo far delay it, as to render it pofliblc 
to recdve Inftrudions from England. In the mean 
Time however, and unlefs you ihould yourfelf 
receive Inftruftions to the contrary, I beg to be 
confidered as charging myfelf with any Refponfi- 
bility which may attach to the Meafure which X 
recommend. 

As it is my WI(h to avoid any needlefs Ap- 
pearance of Menace, I would advife the utmoft 
Secrecy upon the Subjeft of this Letter. I fhall 
myfelf communicate it to the Minifters here, but 
to no one elfe. They will, I apprehend, be much 
more difpofed to give way, when they find that 
our Difcretion enables them to do fo with Decency.. 

(Signed) J.H.FRERE. 
To Sir Edward Pellew BarU 
&c. &c. &c. 
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No. 29. 

Copy of a Dlfpatch from J .H. Frerc Efqmrci; 
to Lord Hawkefbury, dated Madrid, 4th 
M^rch 1804. — Received 29th March. 
My Lord, 
J HAVE the Honour to inciofe a Tranflation of 
the Anfwer which Mr. Cevallos has returned to 
the Reprefentations which I was inftruded to make 
.in confequence of the Permiilion given to the 
Enemy of equipping their Privateers in the Pgsrts of 
the Ifland of Cuba. 

I have the Honour to be, &c. 

J. H. FRERE. 
Rt. Hon. Lord Ha^kefbury^ 
&c. &c. &c. 



(Tranflation referred to in No. 29.) 

Sir, Aranjuez, 3d March 1804^ 

T HAVE given an Account to the King ray Matter 

of the Note which you were pleafed to addrefs to 
me under Yefterday*s Date, concerning the Per- 
miflion given in St. Jago de Cuba, and other Places 
under the Jurifdidlion of the Captain General of 
that Ifland, to arm Privateers which annoy the 
Britifli Commerce. And his Majefl:y, being in- 
formed of what you have exprefled upon this Sub- 
jefl:, has direfted me to reply, that there exifl: 
in this Miniftry repeated Proofs of the Circum- 
fpeSion and Prudence with which the Captain 

General 



Cencral of the Ifle of Cuba has conduced himfclf 

in the prefent Circuniftances, as well as during the 

Whole of his Government ; but that, notwith- 

Handing, the Complaint which you have made 

fhall be communicated to him, with a Repetition 

of the ftrifteft Orders, not to permit the lead 

T^lation of Neutrality, which can injure the good 

Underftanding between the Two Sovereigns. His 

' Majefty has likewife ordered me to aflure you, that 

if the Captain General fhould prove to have aded 

In Oppofition to the friendly Intentions of his 

Majefty, he will make knowi) to him his Royal 

Difpleafure» 

In this Anfwer,you will fee nothing but the Con- 
tinuation of the uniform Wifli of the King my 
Scatter to preferve, fcrupuloufly, the ftriflreft Neu- 
trality, and that His Majefty negle£bs no Means 
for preferving with His Britannic Majefty the good 
Underftanding which happily fubfifts between both 
Monarchies. 

(Signed) PEDRO CEVALLOS. 
' J. H, Frere Efquire, &c, &c. &c. 



No. 30. 
Ext raft of a Difpatch from J. H. Frere 
Efquire to Lord Hawkeft)ury, dated 
Madrid, the 5th of March 1804, and 
received the 29th. 

A CONVERSATION which I had this Morning 

with the Prince of Peace, has fo much con- 

&rme4 ni6 in the Opinion which I have already 

ftated 
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ftated to your Lordfliip, that I cannot avoid men- 
tioning fome Particulars of it. It feems the French 
had fent to demand the Payment of an Inftalment 
of their Subfidy, which I fuppofe imprefled the 
Subjeft more ftrongly on his Mind. After a good 
deal of other Converfation^ he complained of the 
Uncertdnty in which they were kept with refpe£i; 
to the Intentions of England ; that their Trade 
was ruined ; that the Merchants dared not make 
any Expeditions ; and he concluded by dwelling 
on the general Embarraflment created by their pre- 
fent Uncertainty of bringing home their Money 
from America, and the Scarcity and Diflrefs 
throughout the Country. I fsdd that I had already 
mentioned to him the necefiary Preliminary to afty 
Underftanding upon this Head, namely, the Com- 
munication of the Treaty. He repeated the fame 
Objedion which he had made ufe of before, and 
which is mentioned in a former Letter to your 
Lordfhip ; and when I remarked upon the Unrca- 
fonablenefs of expecting that Great Britain fhould 
give her Aflent to an unknown Agreement, he 
faid that it was a Subjed in which he had no- 
thing to do, and which belonged to the Secretary 
of State. I fhall accordingly make it the Objefl: 
of a Conference with M. Cevallos, and intend 
going to Aranjuez for that Purpofe. 
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No. 31. 
Copy of a Letter from the Chevalier d*An- 
duaga to Lord Hawkefbury, dated Port* 
land Place, 9th March 1804. 
Milord, 
A YANT refu dc ma Cour par le dernier Ri- 
quebot de Lrfbonne des Depeches mterefiantes, 
Jc dfefirois d*entretenir votre Excellence fur ktir 
Contenu, mais M. Hammond m*ayant fait enten- 
dre combien rotre Excellence eft occupee prefente- 
ment» j'ai cm que pour donner a V. E. le moins 
. d*Embaitas poffible> et pour ne pas manquer 
d'aiUeurs i, ^Execution des Ordres qui m'ont 
616 envoyes, je ferors mieux, et ce feroit m6me 
plus agreable I V. £• de lui donner ians Delai et 
confidentiellement une Idee de TObjet de I'En- 
tretien que j'ai demande a V. E. par la Voie de 
M. Hammond. L*extr6me Confiance, Mylord, 
que vous avez fu m'infpirer, me porte k vous com- 
muniquer fans Referve tout ce qui, d'une Maniere 
quelconque, pourra contribuer a convaincre V, E. 
sdnfi que le MiniftSre Britannique, des Vues ami- 
calesy et des Sentimens pacifiques de ma Cour. 

Vous vous rappelerez, Mylord, que toutes les 
Fois que j'ai eu THonneur de parler a V. E. des 
Principes fur lefquels le Gouvernement Anglois 
devroit confentir a la Neutralite de TEfpagne dans 
la Guerre aftuelle, quand meme celle-ci fourniroit 
^ la France les Secours en Troupes et VaifTeaux, 
ftipules dans Ic Traitc de 1796, amli que des 

Moyens 
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Moyens par lefquels il y pourroit parvcnir ; je pria 
inftamment le Miniftere Britannique d'examiner 
miirement cette Affaire, avant que de prendre une 
R^folution decifive, puilque, outre les Raifons 
que j*alleguai alors a Tappoi du Syfleme que je 
propofoisj il n'arriveroit jamais, que TEfpagne prc- 
fentat ni un feul Vaifleau, ni un feul Soldat cohtre 
TAngleterre ; attendu^ que d*apres des Nouvelles 
eza&es, le Gouvernement Efpagnol auroit d^ja 
entame une Negodation avec la France pour fub- 
(Btuer de 1* Argent auz Secours en Troupes et en 
Vaifleaux; et que cette Subftitution etant recipro- 
quement avantageufe aux deux Pays, elle ne pour- 
roit que s'effe&uer fans Difficulte. Je me croyois 
d*autant' plus autorife a parler avec une telle Aflu*. 
ranee, que je fuppofois TAngleterre parfaitement. 
d*accord fur ce Point ; vu que dans aucuns- de nos 
Entretiens, o^ votre Excellence me temoignacon«< 
ftamment de TOppofition a ce que TEfpagne fournit 
des Secours en Nature, et principalement en Vaif- 
leaux, elle ne fit jamais aucune Mention de Sub-' 
fides p6cuniaires. 

C'eft en confcquence de cette Perfuafion, a la. 
quelle je contribuai moimeme, que TEfpagnc fe 
decidaafaire le Sacrifice d*Argent qu'elle a fait par 
fon dernier Traitc avec la France, en fc flattant- 
de s*aflurer par ce moyen TAmitie de T Angleterre* - 
Sans cela comment feroit il poffible, que I'Efpagne 
cfit figne un Traite de cette Nature, fi ce n'^toit 
pour micux obtenir rAccompliffement de fes Vue$ 
pacifiques par rapport a- I'^ngleterre f Paurra- 

t-ou 
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t»on s'imagiiier^ que TEfpagne fe foit pretee a faire 
des Sacrifices^ pour eviter la Guerre, et qu'cn 
in^me Terns elle ait eu lieu de craindre, que ces 
memes Sacrifices feroient un Sujet de M^conten- 
temenc pour le Miniflere Britannique ? 

Le Gouvernement Anglois n'ayant done pas. 
trouvcmauvais, que TEfpagne foumit de I'Argent 
a la Place, de Vaiflfeaux ec de Troupes ftipules 
dans le Traite de 1796, il ne peut non plus fe 
plaindre, fi les Sommes a payer par I'Efpagne font 
proportionnees aux Depenfes qu'elle auroit du faire 
pour I'Entretien des fufdits Vaiifeaux et Troupes : 
II y auroit meme de Tinconfequence k refufer la 
(econde Condition^ apres avoir tacitement acquiefce 
a la premiere. Dans le Cas m6cne o^ TEfpagne 
auroit promis a la France quelque chofe de plus 
que I'Equivalent, ce ne feroit pas la Faute de ma 
Cour. Tout le Monde fent bien, qu'cUe n'auroit 
fait alors que ceder a la Force des Circonftances ; 
car dis le Moment oil PAngleterre s'oppofa a ce 
que TEfpagne foumit des Secours en Nature, il ne 
refloit a cclle-ci d*autre Parti a prendre, que celui 
de fe conger ter avcc fon Allie fur la Fixation d'un 
Equivalent. 

Quoiqu'il n'y ait point de Raifons pour croirc 
que le Gouvernement Francois ait exige de ma 
Cour plus que TEquivalent des Secours ftipules, il 
eft cependant douloureux de rappeler a prefent a 
votre Excellence Tune des Obfcrvations que je fis 
pendant la Negociation pour engager le Minift^re 
Britannique a reconnoitre la Neutrallte de TEf* 
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pagne, quand meme elle fourniroit les Secours tn 
Nature j faroir, que fi rAngletterre y avoit a^ere^ 
elle auroit obtenu deux grands Avantages ; i% ce- 
lui de faire un A^e ^clatant de Juflice et de Poli- 
tique, unAde conforme aux Droits des Gens, et 
propre k s'attirer les Suffrages de TEurope enti^ ; 
2% celui d*dter a la France tout Moyen d'outrer 
ies Pr^tenfions vis-a-yisde i'ETpagne, en cas qu-elle 
en eiit la Volonte. 

Si le Trait6 des Subiides pecuniaires, fatt demi« 
^rement entre I'Efpagne et la France^ mcrite toot 
Egard de la P^rt du Gouvernement Bntanniquey 
quand on Texamine fous le Rapport des Vues paci^ 
fiques qui en ont 6f6 le Motif pour la premiere de 
ces Puiflances, et fous celui des Circ<Hiftahces qm 
en ont precede et accompagne la Conclufion, il n*ea 
eft pas moins un Sujet de Menagement et d* Appro* 
bation pour TAngleterre, fi Ton fait Atcencionl 
Tepargne qu'il a procure a cette Puiffance d'iia6 
Augmentation de Forces Navales, qu'elle auroit ^tc 
forcee de faire pour les oppofer aux Vaifleaux que 
I'Efpagne auroit foumis a la France, fuppofe que 
le Traite de Subfides en Argent n*eut pas dteconclu; 

A cet Avantage il faut ajouter un autre, qui n'eft 
pas d*une moindre Confequence pour TAngleterre j 
e*eft que tant que I'Efpagne payera les Subfides 
pecuniaires fliipultfs dernierement, le Gouvemement 
Fran9ois ne pourra engager fon AUie dans aucune 
Demarche contraire aux Loix de la plus ftrifte Neu- 
tralite, et que dans cette Securite TAngleterre peat 
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•oncdiitrelr *fe& Operations militairea dans TEmploi 
de toutes fes Forces de Terre et de Mer. 

Les Faits ct Ics Reflexions que je viens d'expo- 
fer a votre Excellence prouvent, i° La Sinccritc 
avec laquelle l^Efpagne a delire et defire encore 
de conferver fon Afnitie avec I'Angleterfe, 2° Que 
fa Conduite a ere parfaitement conforme ^ ces 
D^firs, 3* Que dans fon dernier Traite avec lo 
Gouvernement Freji9ois, el!e a cherehe a concilier 
fes Rapports d*Amitic avec I'Angleterrei et fes 
Devoirs cnvers la France ; enfin que I'Angleterrc 
retire des A vantages reels dudit Traite de Subfides* 
D'apres to^t ce qui precede, il eft hors de Dout« 
que la Cour d'Efpagne, tant par la bonne Foi qu'elle 
a deployee dans toutes ces Demarches pendant la 
N^gociation, que par les Preuves reiterees qu'elle 
a conftamment donnees au Gouvernement Britanu 
nique de fon Tmccre Defir de continuer fes Rapports 
d'Amitie avec I'li^ a un Droit inconteftable a la 
plus parfaite Reciprocite de la Part de l*Angleterre, 
fur les Sentimens de laquclle je n*ai jamais entre- 
tenu le moindre Doute, furtout depuis les Confe- 
rences que j'ai eues avec votre Excellence le 21 
ct 26 Janvier dernier* 

Dans ces Conferences, dont j'ai la plus grande 
Saiisfa^ion a me rappeler le Sujet, V. E. fit ecla-^ 
ter les Sentimens les plus judes et les plus pre* 
cieux pour TEfpagne. Elles me firent connoicre 
combien le Gouvernement de Sa Majefte Britan- 
nique fentoit la Pofition de ma Cour envers la 
France au Moment de la Concluaon de fon Traite 
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tvec elle, et qu* entrant dans toutes les Confi* 
derations qui auroient pu porter I'Efpagne i con- 
venir de quelque Chofe qui pourroit deplaire a 
TAngleterre, celle-ci feroit prete a y dcfcrer ; pourvu 
que TEfpagne agit franchement avec le Gouvernc- 
ment Anglois, et qu'elle montrit dans le refte di 
fa Conduite cette bonne Foi qui convient a tine 
Puiffance amie, qui obferve la Neutralite entrc !e> 
belligcrantes. Cette Declaration que je m*em- 
prefTai de tranfmettre a maCour par le m^me Covl" 
rier que V. E. exp6dia le Jour rn^me de la premieid 
Confif rence, a du neceflairement avoir TAccueil le 
plus favorable a Madrid. Elle aura m^me diffipe 
les Doutes et les Crainces que la Note de M. Frere 
du 13 Decembre (fur le Sent de laquelle le Mim- 
ftere Efpagnol pria M. Frere, de demander des E^ 
plications a fon Gouvernement) avoit fait naitre. 
Mais comme dans cet Intenralle M* Frere a remi 

une feconde Note, dans laquelle le Minidere Ef- 
pagnol n*a pu voir encore quelle pouvoit 6tre Tln- 
tention de TAngleterre dans la derniere Demarche 
de M. Frere, il a cru indifpenfable de m*ordonner 
de demander au Miniftere Anglois de vouloir bien 
s'expliquer d'une Manicre franche et prccife fur fes 
Intentions envers TEfpagne. Or, comme il eft 
important, que, dans une Affaire qui intereffe tant 
les deux Gouvernemens, et fur le Fond de laquelle 
ayant ete toujours d'accord, ils fe font mutuellemenc 
invites a s'expliquer, ils s^emprefent a fe conimu« 
niquer *leurs Voeux rcciproques j je penfe qu'il 
fera tresavantageux pour les deux Cours, cfde jVn- 

tretienne 



ttetie&ne votre Excellence fur quelqiies Poihcs qui 
fiuiflent faciliter rAccompliflement de ccs racmcs 

VOCUXi 

C'cft potlr cela, MHord, que je pferids la liberty 
de voaS' demand er une Conference} je me flatte 
que votre Excellence voudra bien me TaCdorder 
ku plutdt i>oi!ible, d'autant plus que le Ri^fultat 
lie peut ctre que trfes-heureux d'apris les Inftruc* 
tions que j'ai revues de ma Cout. 
Je iadlis aVec Empreflement cetee Occafion de, &Ci 

(Sigue) Le Chev. D'ANDUAGA. 
A S. E. Milord Hawkefbury, 
Principal Si'cretaire d'Etat pour 
les Affaires Etrangeres* 



(Tranflation of No. 31-) 

l/C d'Andiiaga to Lord Hawkefbury, dated 
Portland Place, 9th March 1804. 

My tord, 
ti AVING rjceived frorh my Court, by the laft 
P-icfcet. from Lifbon, fome interefting Dif- 
patches, I wifhed to converfe with your Excellency 
ion the Subjeft of them ; but Mr. Hammoild 
having given me to underftahd how extremely 
occupied yoiir Excellency is at prcfent, I have 
thought, that, to give your Excellency the leall 
poflible Trouble, and at the fame Time not to 
iiegleft the Execution of the Orders which had 
been fcht to me, I fliould do better, and it would 
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even be more agreeable to your Excellency, to give. 
you without Delay, and confidentially, forae Idea 
of the Objeft of the Audience which I requefted of 
your Excellency through Mr. Hammond. That 
perfeft Confidence, with which your Lordfliip hai 
infpired me, leads me to communicate to you, 
without Referve, every, Thing which can in any 
wife contribute to convince your Excellency a^ 
well as the Britifh Miniftry, of the amicable Isien^ 
tions,^ and of the pacific Sentiments of my Court- 
You will recoiled, my Lord, that whenever 1 
have had the Honour to converfe with your ExceU 
lency on the Principles on which the Engiiih Go- 
vernment might confent to the Neutrality of 
Spain in the prefent War, even though flic fur- 
ni(hed to France thofc Succours in Troops and 
Veflels ftipulated by the Treaty of 1796, as well 
as on the Means by which it might be accompliflied, 
I earneftly requefled the Britifti Miniftry maturely 
to confider this Affair, before they took a decifive 
Refolution ; fince, exclufive of the Reafons which I 
then alleged in fupport of the Syftem which I pro- 
pofed, it never would happen that Spain would 
furnifli, either a fingle Veffel, or a fingle Soldier, 
againft England ; fince, according to accurate In- 
telligence, the Spanifh Government would thea 
have already entered upon a Negotiation with France 
to fubftitute Money in the Place of the Succours 
in Troops and Veffels ; and that this Subfl:itution 
being reciprocally advantageous to both Countries, 
it could not but be effefted without Difficulty. I 
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confid^red myfelf asfo much the more authorized 
to fpeak with fuch Confidence^ as I fuppofed Eng- 
land perfefUy agreed with us on this Point ; fince^ 
in none of our Converfations, in which your Ex- 
cellency conftantly teftiiied to me an Oppofition 
to the fumifhing by Spain of Succours in Kind, 
and principally in Ships, did you ever make any 
Mention of pecuniary Succours* 

It was in confequence of this Perfuadon, to 

which I myfelf contributed, that Spain determined 

to make that Sacrifice of Money, which (lie ha$ 

made by her laft Treaty with France, flattering 

.herfelf that ihe would by this Means infure to her- 

felf ' the Friendfhip of England ; elfe, how would 

\t be po(Iible that Spain would have figned aTreaty 

,of'thif. Nature., if it was not in order the better 

,to obtain the Accomplifhment of her pacific Wifhes 

with refped to England? Cto it be imagined, 

th^ Spain would be induced to make Sacrifices 

in order to avoid a War, and that at the fame 

Time die would have Reafon to fear, that thefe 

.very Sacrifices would be a Subje£t ofDifcontent 

for the Britifh Miniflry ? 

The Britifh Government, not having therefore 
taken it amifs, that Spain fhould furnifh Money 
initead of the Troops and Ships flipulated by the 
Treaty of 1 796, cannot moreover complain, if the 
Sums to be paid by Spain be proportioned to the 
Expences which fhe niufl have been at for the 
Maintenance of the abovementioned Ships and 
Troops : It would even be inconfequent to refufe 
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the fecond Condition, after having tacitly acqtdefeed 
in the firft : In the Event even of Spain having 
promifed to France fomething more than an Equiv 
valent, it would not be the Fault of my Court, 
All the World well knows, that Die would not ift 
that Cafe have done more, than fubmit to the 
Neceffity of Circumftances ; for, from the vcty 
Moment that England oppofed itfelf to the fuv- 
hifhing by Spain of Succours in Kind, there re* 
mained for her no other Courfe to take, thaa 
that of concerting with her Ally the Amount ta 
'be fixed upon as the Equivalent. 

Although there is no |t.eafon to believe, that difi 
French Government has exaded from my Court 
more than an Equivalent to the fUpulated SUccbuiy^ 
it U neyerthelefs painful to recall at this Mot 
mei^t to your Excellency, One of the Obfef vatiotii 
which I made during the Negotiation, in order to 
induce the Britifh Miniftry to recognize the Neur 
trality of Spain, even thoygh (he (hould furnifh the 
Succours in Kind ; namely, that if England had 
adhered to it, (he would have obtained X^o gie^t 
Advantages : Firft, That of performing a ftriking 
A&ipn of Ju{lice and of Policy, an Adion co ^br- 
iqable to tjie Law qf Nations, and likely to gain 
over to her the Suffrages of all Europe : Secondly, 
/J'hat of depriving France of all Means of increafing 
her Claims on Spain, in cafe (he fhould wifli fo to dot 

If the Treaty of pecuniary Subfidies lately con- 
^li^led between Spain and France defjprves tvtjy 
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Attention on the Part of the Britiih Government, 
when examined with refped to the pacific Views 
which were the Motive of the former of thcfe 
Powers for concluding it, and to the Circumftances 
which preceded and accompanied its Conclufion, 
it is not the lefs an Objed of Forbearance and of 
Approbation for England, if Regard is had to the 
Saving which it procured to that Power of an 
Augmentation of Naval Forces which (he would 
Jbave been forced ta make, to oppofe to the Veflfels 
which Spain'would have furnifhed to France, fup- 
pofing that the Treaty of pecuniary Subiidies had 
not been copcluded. 

^o this Advantage mufl be added another^ 
vi(hich is not of lefs Importance to England ; it 
i$f *that as long as Spain fhall pay the pecuniary 
■^ubfidies lately (lipulated, the French Government 
cannot engage Its Ally in any Step contrary to the 
Laws of the (Irided Neutrality ; and that, with this 
Security, . England may concentrate its Military. 
Operations in the Employment of all its Land and 
Sea Forces. 

The Fads and the Reflexions which I have now 
laid beford your Excellency, prove, Firft, the Sin# 
cerity with which Spain has defired, and dill defires, 
to maintain her Friendfhip with England. Second- 
ly, That her Condud has been in perfe£l Confor« 
mity with thefe Defires. Thirdly, That in her laft 
Treaty with the French Government, fhe has 
fought to conciliate her Relations of Friendfbip 
with England, and her Duties towards France t 
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5A (hort, that England reaps real Advantages ftotn 
the faid Treaty of Subfidies*. 

From all that I have now ftated, there cannot 
remain a Doubt, that the Court of Spain, as well 
from the good Faith which ic has manifefted in all 
ics Proceedings during the Negotiation, as from the 
reiterated Proofs which it has conftantly given to 
the Britifh Government, of its Hncere Defire to 
continue its Relations of Fiiendfhip with them, 
has an inconteftible Right to the moft perfeft Re^ 
ciprocity on the Part of England, of whofe Senti^ 
ments 1 have, never entertained the leaft Doubt, 
particularly fince the Conferences which I had with 
your Excellency on the 2ift and 26th January lall. 

In thefe Conferences, on the Subjeft of which X 
have ijifinite Satisfaftion in reflefting, yourExceU 
lency manifefted the moft juft and moft valuable 
Sentiments with regard to Spain. They difcovered 
to me, how fuUy fenfible His Britannic Majefty's 
government were of the Situation of my Court 
with refpeft to France at the Moment of the Con* 
clufion of its Treaty with her ; and that, entering 

into all the Confidtrrations which could have induced 
Spain to agree to any Thing which might difpleaft 
!|England, they would be ready to give way to them, 
provided that Sp^^in afted frankly with the Englifli 
Government, and that (he manifefted in the reft of 
her Corduft that good Faith which is confonantto 
a friendly Power, who obferves a Neutrality towards 
belligefent Powers^ Ifhis Declaration, which I 
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haflened to tranfmit to my Court by the fame Mef- 
fenger which your Excellency difpatched the very 
Day in which the firft Conference was held, muft 
neceflarily have met with the moft favourable Re- 
ception at Madrid* It will even have diflipated the 
Doubts and Fears to which Mr. Frere*s Note of 
the 13th December, (on the Meaning of which, 
the Spanifh Miniftry requefied Mr. Frere to demand 
Explanations of his Government), had given rife. 
But as, during this Interval, Mr. Frere delivered 
a Second Note, in which the Spanifh Miniftry 
could not yet difcover what might be the Intention 
of England in the lafl Stfep which Mr. Frere had 
taken, they have thought it indifpenfable, to order 
me to requefl the EngUfh Miniftry to explain them- 
felves in a frank and precife Manner as to their 
Intentions towards Spain. Now, fmce it is impor- 
tant that, in an Affair which fo deeply interefls 
both Governments, and on the Principle bf which 
having always agreed, they have mutually invited 
each other to Explanations, they fhould haften to 
communicate their refpedive Wifhes— I think that 
it will be very advantageous to both Courts, that I 
fhould converfe with your Excellency on fomc 
Points, which may facilitate the Accomplifhment 
of thefe Wiflies. 

It is for this Reafon, my Lord, that I take the 
Liberty to requefl of you a Conference. I flatter 
myfelf, that your Excellency will grant it to me as 
foon as poflible, particularly, as, from the Inflruc,* 
tions which I have received from my Court, the 

]R.efuU cannot but be very favourable^ 

I avail 
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I avail myfelf with Eagernefs of this Opportunity 

(Signed) The Chev. D'ANDUAGA, 
Hit Excellency Lord Hawkeftury, 
Principal Secretary of State 
for Foreign AflFairg, 



No. 32. 

Copy of a Letter from the Chevah'er d'An* 
duaga to Lord Hawkcfbury, dated Port- 
land Place, 30th March 1804. 

■ Milord, 

^•EST avec le plus grand Empreffement que 
^ je dcfire d'entretenir votre Excellence fur le 
Cont'enu des D^peches, que je viens de recevoir 
de Dia Cour par le dernier Paquebot arrive de 
Lifbonne. EUes fourniflent la Confirmation la 
phis complette de tout ce que j*ai eu THonneur 
d'avancer a votre Excellence dans toutes nos Con- 
ierfiitionsy et furtout dans celles du 2 1 et du 26 
Janyfer, au fujet des Sentimens etde la Conduite 
do Roi mon Mafcre envers Sa Majefte Britannique. 
Je i)e repeterai pas ici la Reponfe que S. £• Monf. 
le Chev. d« Cevallot donna a M onfieur Frere, le 
ajT Fevrier, pour fatisfaire aux Plain tes portee^ 
par celui-ci dans fes trois Notes, dat^es du 23 et 
du 24 du m^me Mois. Cette Reponfe, tant par 
la Simplicity, et la Force des Raifonnemens, que 
par TEfprit condliant et par les AiTurances les 
jplus poikivcs de la Droiture du Roi dans tous fes 

I Proc€d^, 
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'FcocedeSf d^K la Sinccrite eft appuy^e. fur des 
Faits notoire^y ne peut plus laiffer au Gouvernemenc 
Britannique h moindre Doute fur la Conf]uite de 
I'Efpagne dans Ja Ncutrailitd qu'elle a adopte entre 
les Puiflances belUgerances, Je fuppofe, Mylord, 
que cette Reponfe vous fera parveuue, et je m'y 
refcre enti^rement. 

Mais comme je n*ai jamais manque la moindre 
Occafion d*informerma Cour de tout ce qui pour- 
rait contribuer a accelerer un parfait Accord encre 
les deux Gouvernemens relati\remeat a la Neutra- 
lite de I'Cfpagne, et nommement des Craintes 
que le Minift^re Britannique temoignoic que dans 
le Traite de Neutralite conclu avec la France, 
l!on n'eut ftipule quelque Cfiofequi pourroit nuire 
k TAngleterre; je m'emprefle. Milord, de coiti^ 
muniquer a vocre Excellence ce que Monfieur 
le Ch^v. de Cevallos me mande a ccc Egard en 
Date du 4 Mars, ^< Dans le Traite de Neutralite 
<« avec la France, * dit-il, nous n'avons admis 
.f« aucun Article prqudiciahle a TAngleterrc, et 
^^ nous en avons rejete quelquefuns qui parurent. 
M etrangers i un Traite de Subfides, Pour fixer 
** la Quantite de ceux-d, on a eu egard aux D^- 
^* penfeg que nous auroient coutes les Secours en 
*< Nature, tels qu'ils font ftipules dans notre 
♦* Traite d' Alliance avec le France. Une partie 
*' meme de ces Subfides eft retenue pour le Paye- 
f^ ment des Spmmes que nous doit cette Puiflfance. 
f < Nous avons foumi aux Anglois tous les Secours 

" dont 
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•• dont leurs Vaifleaux ont eu befoin, fans violer 
Botre Neutrality. C^eft encore d'apres les Prin* 
cipes de celle-ci, que nous avons regie notre 
Conduite avec les Fran9ois. Lts Notes remife 
au Miniflre de Sa Majefte Britannique qui refide 
ici, ne refpirent que Franchife, bonne Foi, ct 
*• Defir de conferver la plus ftFide Neutralite. La 
•* Preuve la plus r^cente en eft la Note que je lui 
•^ tranfmis le^p Fevrier dernier, en Reponfeaplu- 
•* ficurs Plain tes qu*il m'avoit adrefl'eeSjdelaquelk 
«* j'envoie une Copie literale a votre Excellence, 
** pour que vous puiffiez enr fiaire Ufage aupres de 
** Milord Hawkefbury. Vous y obferverez, que 
•• Monfieur Frere ne repond pas a notre Fran- 
•• cbife, tt i notre Ouverture ; puifque tout ea 
•* proteftant que fon Gouvernement entretient les 
•• meiileurs Defirs d'etre en bonne Intelligence 
«* avec TEfpagne, il seme des Propofitions capa- 
** bles de nous alarmer, et de gener notre Com- 
^ merce, malgre que nous lui avons demande des 
Explications claires et terminantes. Enfin Je 
puis affurer a votre Excellence, que lien n'a 
ete ftipule dans le Traite des Subfides relative- 
^* ment au Commerce." 

En vous faifant prealablement. Milord, c^ttc 
CommMnication prompte et amicale, je me flaftc 
que votre Excellence voudra bien m'accorder aru 
plut 6t un Moment d*Audience, pour que noiis 
puiflions conferer fur des Objets qui intereflent tant 
les deux Gouvernemens* 
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Je faifis cette Occafion de renouveller, &c. 

(Signe; Le Chev. D'ANDUAGA. 
A fon Excellence Milord Hawktfbury, 
Principal Secretaire d'Etat pour leg 
Affaires Etrangeres. 



(Tranflation of No, 32.) 

Chevalier D'Anduaga to Lc;d Hawkefbury, 
dated Portland Place, 30ih JVJarch 1804. 
My Lord, 
iT is with the greatefl: Eagcrnefs that I defire to 
confer with your Excellency, on the Contems 
of the Difpatches which I have juft received fnnu 
my Court by the laft Packet arrived from Lilbon. 
They afford the fulled Confirmation of every Thing 
which I have had the Honour to ftate to your 
Excellency in all our Converfations, and efpeciaily 
in thofeofthe ?iil and 26th January, refpe(5ting 
the Sentiments and Condud of the King my 
Mafter, towards His Britannic Majefly. I will not 
here repeat the Anfwer which his Excellency the 
Chevalier de Cevallos gave to Mr. Frere, on the 
27th Februajy, with regard to the Complaints 
brought forward in his three Notes of the 23d 
and 24th of the fame Month, This Anfwer, as 
well from its Simplicity and the Force of its Rea- 
foning, as from its conciliating Spirit, and the 
mod pofitive Aflurances of the King's Uprightnefe 
in all his Proceed ngs, the Sincerity of which is fup- 
ported by well known Fads, cannot leave on the 

Britilh 
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Britiih Government the leaft Donbt at to ttie Con^ 
dud ' of Spain in the Neittralftjr which {ht has 
adopted with regard to ihie bclligerenc Powers. I 
fuppofe^ my Lord, that this Anfwcr \idll have reach- 
ed you, and I refer you entirely to it* 

But as I have never loft any Opportunity of in-^ 
forming my Court of every Thing which could 
contribute to acccfierate a perfc^ Undvrftanding 
b^twprn the two Governments rehtive to the Neu-* 
trality of Spain, and efpecially of the Fears man!- 
fefted by the Britifh Government, left a^ny lliing 
to the Prejudice of England would have been fti- 
pulated in the Treaty of Neutrality concluded 
with France, I haften^ my Lord, to commumctt(f 
to your Excellency what the Chevalier' de Cevaltds 
informed trie in this Refpeft on the 4th March 
laft. ** In the Treaty of Neutrality with France/^ 
fays hCj ^< we haive not admitted any Article pre- 
** judicial to England ; and we ha^e rejected fomef 
** which appeared foteigii to a Treaty of Subfidy. 
** In order to fix the Amount of thefd, regard has 
'* been had to the Expeilce which the Silccours in 
'* Sand, fuch as are i&puhited in oiir Treaty of AU 
^' liance with Fractce^ would have coft us. One 
*^ Part even of thefe Subfidies is retaiped for tbd 
^^ Payment of the 3Ums owed us by this Power; 
" We have, without vidlating our Neutrality, 
<^ afforded to the Englifiiall the Succours of which 
^' their Veflcls have been in need. Our Condu£t 
*^ towards the French has alfo beeh governed by 
'^ the fame Principles. The Notes tranfmittcd 

''to 
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'• to His Britannic Majefty'i Miniftcr, refidttt at 
*^ this Courts breath nothing but Candour^ good 
*< Faith, and the Delire to preferve the ftrideft 
•* Neutrality : The nlofl redrnt Proof o^ this is 

the Note which I cranfmittad to hini on the 29tii; 

February laftj in anfwer to fcveral Gomplaimt 
<* which he had addrefled to noLe, and of which 

I fend your Excellency a literal Copy, to enable 

you to make ufe of it to Lord Hawkeflbury* 
^* You will there obferve, that Mr. Frere makes no 
<* Return to our Candour^ and to our OiA^rrnrir/ 
^* fince at the very Time he protetU that his Go- 
^ vernment entertaiis the moft ardent Defires to 
^ keep up a good Underftandiog with ^pain, h^ 
** tbrows out Propofkions capable cif alarming ui« 
*^ and of clogging our Commerce^ although w^ 
*^ have deman^led of htm clear and definite £x» 
«< planations. In ihort, I can aifure your ExceU 
*^ lency that nothing relative to Commerce bat 
•* been ftipulated in the Treaty of Subfidy/' 

I flatter myfelf, my Lord^ in previoufly making 
you this prompt and friendly Communicaiion> that 
yoMr Excellency will grant me as ipoa as poi^ble 
an Audience, in order that we piay confi^r toge- 
ther on Objeds which are fo deeply intercfting to 
both Governmenis. 

I avail myfelfofthis Opportunity;, &cc. 
(Signed) The Chevalier D! AND U AG A. 
His Excellency I ord Hawkefbury, 

Principal Secretary of State for 

Foreign Affairs. 

No. ^y 
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No, 33. 

Extrad of a Difpatch from J. H. Frcre 
Efquire to Lord Hawkelbury, dated 
Madridj, i S t h. April 1804. 

T Have the Honor of enclofing the TranOatios 
of a Note from Mr. Cevallos, in t^^hich he 
informs me that HisL.Catholic Majefly confents to 
I^roliibit the Sale of firitifh Prizes in the Ports 
of his Dominions. Your Lordlhip will obferve that 
Mr« Cevallos ftates: k as* having been demanded 
as a Condition, under which the.Britifh Govern* 
Hkent would confent to recognize the Neutrality 
of Spain, as being confident with the Performance 
of the Engagements of their prefent Treaty with 
Fiance. As there is nothing in any Note of mine 
which could be broiught forward as a Foundation 
for fuch a Conclufion, and on the contrary it is 
particularly and exprefsly guarded againft, I have 
not thought it worth while to enter any Proteft 
in Anfwer to Mr. Cevallos* Infinuation. 

The Right Honorable Lord Hawkefbury, 
&c. Ice. &c. 
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(Inclofiire referred to in No. 33.) 

Note from Don Pedro Cevallos to J.H.Frerc 
Sfquire, dated Aranjuez, lad March 1804. 

Sir, 
^O anfwer the Note which you were pleafed to 

. tranfmit to me on the i8ch February laft, upon 
taripus Points rdbitive to the Neutrality of Spain 
in the a&ual Occurrences of Europe between Eng- 
land aad France, I have taken the Time which the 
Wei^ and Importance ot aSubjed requireSi 
which is fo intereftin^ to the common Happiaeis 
of the SubjeSs of both Sovereigns. 

In theNote above mentioned, after propofing the 
Points or Safes upon which your Court found the 
Recognizance of our STeutrality, and difcuffing 
wifely the Confequences and Advantages of each 
of them, you conclude with propofing definitively^ 
by Order of your Government, as the Bafis of this 
Recognizance, theCeflation of all Armaments, and 
of the Sale of Prizes brought into the Ports of 
this Kingdom; of which definitive Propofal you 
add, that you have no Authority to admit of any 
Modification. 

As for the firft Point, or Ceffationof all Arma- 
ments, I have nothing to add to what I have figni* 
fied to you on feveral Occafions, efpecially in my 
Note of the 28th of January lafl: ; and the Condud 
of this Cabinet in the prefent Occurrences ought 
to diflipate even the looft remote Shadow of Suf- 
picioa of a hoftile Difpofition on the Part of the 

M King 
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King my Matter ; and I am confeqaently perfuaded 
upon this Point, that the Wiflies and Demand? 
ojf His Britannic Majefty are perfeftly fatisfied. 

With regard to the Geffation of the Sale of 
Prizes brought into the Ports of Spain, although 
it was a Demand fuiceptible of much DifEculty, 
the pacific Defires of His Majefty have been able 
to furmount them j and you may affure your Cou-^t, 
that, according to i:s Demand, the Sale of the Prizes 
of any of the Belligerent Powers brought into the 
Porlf of thefe Kingdoms will not be permitted, Hh 
Majefty having givpn the Order, and it will be 
rigoroufly obfcryed. 

HBs Majefty hopes that as this Prohibition is 
prejudicial to his Interefts and thofe of his Subjedls, 
|hc King of England will regard his Compliance 
as the moft efficacious Proof of his Defire to main- 
tain themoft perfeft Intelligence with His Britannic 
Majefty^ and that an additional Obligation is laid 
upon England, to obfcrve towards Spain all the 
,Confideratiqn which is due to the Reflirudc, good 
Faith, Generofity, and pacific Views of the King 
my Mafter. 

(Signed) PEDRO CEVALLOS, 
To J, H. Frere Efquire, 
&c. &c« &c. 
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No. 34. 
Copy of a Letter from the ChevaKerd'Aiu 
duaga to Lord Hawkefbury, dated Porc« 
land Place, ift May 1804. 

Milord, 
A YANT envoy c a ma Cour une Copie de la Note 

confidentielle que j'eus THonneur de tranfmet- 
tre i votre Excellence, le g Mars dernier, au Sujcc 
de la Neutralite de TEfpagne, j'ai la Satisfac* 
vtioa d*anooncer a voire Excellence, que le Roi 
mon Maitre a cntiirement approuvc fon Contenu, 
ct que Sa MajeftS y a trouve TExpriffiion fiJele de 
fea loyales Intentions fix de fes Vjies pacIHques 
en vers rAngleterre* C'eft ce que me mande M. 
le Chevalier de Cevallos dans fa Dtfpeche du prey 
mier Avril, en ajoutant, *' que pour ne pas laifler 
'• Ic moindre Sujet de Doute au Miniftre Britatl- 
•* nique fur )c vgritable Syft^aic de notre Cour, 
•* Sa Majeftg avoit acced£ aux Conditions qiie M, 
^* Frere avoit demandees comme n^ceflaixes pour 
^ affurer la Reconnoiffance ct i'Obfervanpe da 
^* notre NeutraUc6*de la Part de l*An^leterre." 
M. le Chevalier de Cevallos me tranfmet eti 
xneme temps une Copie de la Reponfe qa*il a faite 
i la Note de M. Frere du 1*8 Fcvrier dernier, 
ct j*ai l*Honneur de vous en envoyer une Traduc- 
tion litterale, par laquelle votre Excellence ne 
pourra que fe convaincre de la Sincerite de toutes 
mes Communications, er des Difpofitions conftan- 
Uz de Aia Cour aaSermir et relTerrer les Rapports^ 
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d^Amiti^ qui fubfiftent entre les deux Gouvemcir 
mens. 

Je faifis cette Occafion de tenouYeller, &c. &c. 
(Signtf) LeChev. D^ANDUAGA* 
A Son Excellence Milord Hawkefbury, 

Principal S€cr6:aire d^Ets^t pour le« 

^aires I^trangeres. 



(Tranflation of No. ^4.) 
M. D'Anduaga to Lord Hawkelbury, dated 
Portland Place, iftMay 1804* 

My Lord, 
TjAVING fent to my Court a Copy of the conr 

fideutial Note, which I had the Honour to tranf? 
. mit to your Excellency on the 9th March laft, on 
the Subjefl: of the Netjtrality of wSpain, I have th<5 
Satisfaflion to announce to youf Excellency, th^t 
the King, ipy Mafter, has fgnti^-ely approved of its 
Contents, and that his ^ajefty has found therm 
the faithful IJxpreffion of his loyal Indentions, and 
pf his pacific Yiewi^ towards England. With tti$ 
I am made acquainted by the Chevalier de Cevalloe, 
in his Difpatch of the ift April, who adds, " that 
f* in order not to leave the Britifli Miniftry the 
f^ Icaft Room for Doubt on the real Syftem o£ our 
^* Court, his Majefty had acceded to the Condi- 
f* tions which Mr. Frere had demanded, as neccfr 
*' fary for infuring the Acknowledgment and Ob? 
f^ fervance of our Neutrality on the Partof-Eng? 
f^ land,-' The Cheyaliei fie C^yallps at the fame 

Time 
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'f itrte tranfmkted to me a Copy of the Anfwcf 
which he returned to Mr. Frere's Note of the i8th 
February laft, and I have the Honour to fend you 
a literatTianflationof it^by which your Excellency 
cannot fail to be conTiriced of the Sincerity of all 
my Communications, and of the conftaiit Difpo- 
fitions of my Court to ftrengthen and increafe 
the Relations of Friecdihip which fubfift between 
the two Gorernments* 

I avail my felf, &c; 

. (Signed) The Chevalier D'ANDtJAGA. 
His £xcellency Lord Hawkefburyi 

Principal Secretary of State for 

Foreign Affairs* 



(inclofure in No. 34.) 

pOXjR r^pondre a la Note que vous me fitcs 
THonneur de me tranfmettre le 18 Fevri^r 
dernier, fur divers Points r^latifs I la Neutralite dd 
I*Efpagne entre l^Angleterre et la France, dans 
les Circonftances aftuelles de I'Europe ; j'ai pris 
Ic Temps qu^exigeoit l^Importaiice d'une Affaire 
qui int^reffe tant au Bonheur commiin des Sujets 
des deux Souverains. 

• Dans 1 diie Note, aprSs avoir propof^ les Points 
cuBafes, fur lefquels votre Courfonde la Recon« 
lK)iflance de notre Neutralite, et difcutd fagement 
Ibr cbacun d'euXj leurs A vantages et Conf6quences, 
vous conduez en propofant d^finitivement pat 

M 3 Ordre 



( i66 ) 

' Ordf e de votre Gouverncment comme Bafes dc Fa- 

dite ReconnoifTance, la Ceflation de tout Anncs 

ment, et de la V>nte des Prifes conduires dans 

let Ports de ces Royaumes, ajoutant n'6tre pas 

antoriff a admettre aucune Modification fur cette 

Propofition definitive. 

Quant au premier Point, c'cft-a-dire, la Ceflation 
de tout Armament, jen'ai rien a ajouter a ce qu'en 

diflP^rentes Occafions j'ai eu I'Hanneur de vous 

communiquer, nommdment dans ma Note du 8 

^nvier dernier, puifque la Conduite de ce Cabinet 

dans les Circonftances prdfentes, doit diffiper juf- 

qu'a la plus petite Ombre de Soup9on d'Intentions 

hoftiles de la Part du Roi mon Maitre ; et par con* 

• Icquent, je me perfuade, que les Dffirs et Deman- 

des de Sa Majeft£ Britannique reflent entidrement 

fatisfaits fur ce Point. 

Pour ce qui regarde la Ceflation de la Vente 
de Prifes conduites aux Ports d'Efpagne^ quoique 
c'etoit une Affaire fufceptible de plofieurs Diffi- 
cultds, elles ont pourtant etc ftirmoatces par les 
Voeux pacifiques de Sa Majefld ; et vous pouvez 
aflurer votre Cour qu*on ne permettra pas la Ventc 
de Prifes d'aucune des Nations belligerantcs con- 
duites aux Ports de ces Royaumes, comme rous 
I'avez demande ; Sa Majefl:(3 ayant donnc des Ordres 
a ce Sujet, qui feront obferv^s a la Rigueur, 

Sa Majede efpire, que cette Prohibicion,'€tant^ 
comme elle I'eft en effiet, nuifible a fes Interets, et 
a ceux de^fqs Sujets, le Roi de la Grande Bretagne 

regardcra- 
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fegafdera cettc Cdndefcendance, commc dtant la 
Preuve la plus efficace de Son Defir de confcrver 
ia plus parfaite Intelligence avec Sa Majefl;^ Britan- 
nique, ec impofar.t a I'Angleterre une nouvelle 
Obligation d'avoir pour TEfpagne toutes les Conid^ 
derations dues a la Droiture, bonne Foi^ G^nerofite> 
et Vue6 pacifiques du Roi mon Mattfe. 

Je fuis, &c* 
(Sign^; PEDRO CEVALLOS. 



(Tranflation of Inclofure in t^o. 34 j 

tN order to anfwer the Note which you did mfc 
the Honour to tranfmit to me on the i8th Fe^ 
bruary laft, refpefting fevcral Points relative to thi 
Neutrality of Spaiti, as with regard to England 
and France, intheprefent Circumftanccs of Europe, 
I have taken that Time which the Impottance of 
Jin Affair fo intetefting to the common Happineft 
of the Subjefts of both Sovereigns required. 

In the above-mentioned Note, after having prof- 
pofed the Points or Bafis on which your Court 
founds the Ackno^^'ledgrtient of out Neutrality, 
land wifely difcuffed the Advantages and Confe- 
quenceg of ea h of thofe Points, you conclude, by 
propofing definitely by Order of your Governmenc, 
as the Bafls of the faid Acknowledgment, the CefTa* 

• tion of all Armam nts, and of the Sale of Prizes 
carried into the Ports of thefe Kingdoms ; adding, 

• that yau are not authorized to admit any Modifi* 

. cation on ibis definitive Propofitioa. 
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As to the fird Point, that is to fay, the CeflTatioii 
tf all Armaments, I have nothing to add to thar,. 
which on different Occafions, and particularly in my 
Kote of the 8th of January lad, i have had the Ho* 
Hour to commttnicate to you, fince the Condud of 
this Cabiner, under ther prefent Circumftances, 
ought to diflipate evevy Shadow of Doubt, ef any 
hoftile Intentions on the Pkrt of the Eling my 
Mafter; and confequently, I am perfuaded that 
His Britannic Majefty's Wi(hes and Demands are 
entirely fatisBed on this Point. 

With regard to the Cei&tion of the Sale of 
Prizes brought into the Ports of Spain, although 
that Affair was fufceptible of great Diflkul ties, they 
have, neverthelefs, been furmoimted by his Ma-- 
jefty^s pacific Wifhes ; and you may afiure your 
Court, that, conformably to your Demands, the 
Sale of the Prizes of either of the belligerent Nsi- 
tions brought into the Ports of thefe Kingdoms 
will not be permitted^ his^ Majefty having given Or^ 
ders relating thereto^ which wHl be rigoroufly 
obfcrved. 

His Majefly hopes, that as this FroMbitlon ^ 
really prejudicial to His Interefls, and to t^fe of 
bis Subje&s, the King of Great Britain wrll^.look. 
on this Condefcenfion as the moft tfGcacious. Proof 
of his Delire to preferve the moft perfefl: Under- 
{landing with His Britannic Majefty, and as ini<» 
pofing on England a frcfli Obligation to have for 
Spain all the ConIideralions> due to the Fpright* 






( i69 ) 

njB&, the good Fartb, the Gcnerofity, and the paci- 
fic View* of the King my Mafter. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) PEDRO CEVAU.OS- 



No. 35. 

Copy of a Letter from Lord Harrowby to 

J. H. Frere Efquire, dated Downing Street, 

2:idMay 1804. 

Sir, 

tT being extremely defirable m the prefent State 

of cbe political Relations between this Country 

and Spain, that His Majefty's Government fbould 

obt^n the mod accurate Information with refpedr 

to the a&ual Condition of the Ports and Arfenais 

of Spain, I have to figmfy to you the King's Plea- 

fure that you tranfmit to me a detailed Statement, 

in as far as it can be procured, not only of any 

warlike Preparations which may be carrying on in 

any of thofe Ports, and of the Ships of War both in 

Commiilion and in Ordinary, but alfo of the State 

of the Royal Arfenals, and of the Extent of the 

Means exifling in them to increafe their prefent 

Naval Eftabli(hment» You will likewife inftruft 

the Confute to eiktearour to difcover any Meafures 

which may have been adopted by the SpaniQi 

Goremment for the Purpofe of obtaining Supplies 

of Naval Stores, the Amount of fuch Supplies, the 

Countries from which they are to be (hipped, and 

the Msnnev in whi^ they are to be conveyed to the 

Ports 
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Ports of Spain. With a Reference to this Siibjeift, 
it is alfo important, that His Majefty's Government 
fliould befurniftied with an Account of the Specie 
imported into the Ports of Spain in the Courfe of 
the laft Year, and with an Eftimatc of the probable 
Amount of the Shipments of the prefent Year, 
as well as with Information of the Periods at 
which they may be expe£ted to arrive in Europe. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) HARROWBY- , 
To J. H. Frer2 Efquire, 
&c. &c. &c. 



No. 36. 
' Copy of a Difpatch from J. H- Frertf Efcjuirt 
to Lord Haffowby, dated Madrid, 5th 
July 1804. 
My Lord, 
r Have to acknowledge the Receipt of yotir Lord-*- 
fhip's Difpatch, No. i, of the 22d May; aiict 
though there has not yet been Time to fatisfy the? 
Enquiries which your Lordfhip direfls me to make^^ ' 
yet your Lordfhip will fee ftom the Tenouf of 
my other Letters of this Date, that there can be 
no Rtafon to apprehend that this Court are xlifpofcdt 
to renounce their prefent Syftem of nominal ^Neit-^ 
trality ; and I fliould apprehend' that the Ercncfr* 
Government are as little difpofed, for theSak-C?- 
of a momentary Afliftance, to cxchaiige^n ufefci'^ 

Tribuiary for a burdcnibmc Ally* The Accouib t:^ 

whicfa 
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which I receive from the Ports do not indicate any 
Preparation on the Part of this Government, 
and Mr. Cevallos' Language is in the fame Tone as 
before, fpeaking of the Neutrality of this Country 
as a Thing fettled and admitted, and feeming to 
wi(h to lead me on to fimilar Language. 1 hu.<; 
when I thought it my Duty to queftion him refpe£l- 
ing the Situation of the Ports, faying that though 
I had no Reafon to believe that any Preparations 
were going on, yet that I had learnt that fome Re- 
ports to that Effed were in Circulation, and that I 
wifhed to be able to explain to my Goverrnicnt 
the Ground and Origin of fuch Reports; he replied, 
that they were wholly without Fpundation ; that 
the Britifh Government had infixed upon the Non^ 
armament as One of the Conditions of Neutrality ; 
that be had informed me in an Official Note 
that Spain consented to defift from any further Ar- 
mament; that (he had donef); and that every 
Thing remained at this Moment upon the fame 
Footing, I then queftioned him upon the Sab- 
jcd of Mr. Lebrun*s Miffion, refpefting which he 
did not feem difpofed to give me any Explanation. 
The Objeft of tbis Miffion dill remains unknown, 
though, from the Circumflance pf Mr. Lebrua's 
having vifited the Port of Fcrrol in hi^ Way, and 
being himfelf a Naval Officer, there can be little 
Doubt of its being connected with fome Maiicinm 
Proje^k. 

I have the Honour to be, &c. 

J. «. FRERE. . 

No. 37. 
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No. 37. 
Extrafi: of a Difpatch from J • H. Frere 
Efquire^ to Lord Harrowby, dated Ma'> 
drid, 5th July 1804.— Received 27th July. 

^HE Subiidy paid by this Country to France 
had beea regularly acquitted up to the Month 
of May, at the Rate of Scojcoo Dollars per Month. 
A hew £x|>edient has fince been hit upon for ena«^ 
bling the French Government to avail itfelf of the 
Refources of Spain to an Extent which will not 
be limited by thofe Difficulties which muft fooner 
or later have put a Stop to the Extraftion of 
Specie. A Loan of Five Millions of Dollars has 
been negotiated at Paris in Favour of this Govern^ 
ment, or more properly fpeaking, in Favour of 
that of France, as it is not to be imagined that any 
Part of it will ever find its Way into this Country^ 
or be applied to any other Purpofe than that of 
the Payment of the ftipulated Tribute. It is agreed 
that the Capital is to be repaid at the End of Three 
Years ; the annual Intereft to be Six per Cent*,, 
with an Allowance of Three per Cent, for Com* 
miffion upon the whole Capital fubfcribed ; there 
is befides a further Advantage allowed to the Con* 
tradors, namely, a Privilege of exporting, free of 
Duty, a Quantity of Dollars, to the Amount of 
the Capital fubfcribed ; this cannot be calculated 
at lefs than Six per Cent, and may be mtich 
more. Thefe Suras therefore divided amongft the 
Three Years, make at leaft an additional Three 

per 
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pqr Cent., and give Kme per Cent, as the loweft 
Rate of annual Injereft paid by this Govern ttient 
for an exigible fiebt. It may, I ftiould imagine, 
be fafely reckoned as only a Httle fhort of Ten 
per Cent., or nearly the Rate of Intereft upon 
the Vales, which bear Six per Cent.^ and are at a 
DiTcount of Thirty.fix. 



■•<*> 



No. .38. 

Extraft of a Difpatch from the Right Honour- 
able Lord Harrowby to J. H. Frere Efquire, 
dated Downing Street, 1 1 th July 1 804. 

AS it h the Wilh of His Majefty to perfevere as 
long as poffible in the Syftem of Forbearance 
which has hitherto been purfued towards Spain ; 
and for that Purpofe to attempt once more to prefs 
upon the Spanifli Government the NecefGty of 
making an unreferved Communication of its 
Engagements with France, and of its Views with 
refped to Portugal } it is evident that no fuch At- 
tempt can be made with any Profpeft of Succefs, 
while Circumftances of perfonal Irritation prevent 
any Intercourfe between the JBritifli Miiiifter and 
the mo{l leading Perfon in the Spanifh Councils. 



No, 39, 
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No.39- 
Copy of a Difpatch from B. Frerc Efquire 

to Lord Harrowby, dated Madrid, 29th 

Auguft 1804. 

My Lord, 
U AVING been informed hy Admiral Cochrane 

of the Arrival of Reinforcements through 
Spain to the French Fleet at Ferrol, I wrote to 
Mr. Cevallos the Note of which the inclofed is a 
Copy ; and after fome*Days having received no 
Anfwer, and having learnt pofitively from other 
CHiarters, the Paffage of fuch Reinforcements 
through the Spanifh Territory, I made a Second Ap- 
plication to Mr. Cevallos upon the Subjed. He 
has as yet returned me no Anfwer, and I think 
it right not to wait any longer for his Explanation, 
before I acqqaint your Lordfliip with the Circum- 

llance ; more efpecidlly fince there being no Doubt 
of the Fad complained of, no very fatisfa£lory 
Explanation ^n be expeded. 

I have the Honor to be, &c. 

(Signed) B. FRERE. 
The Right Honorable Lord Harrowby, 
&c. &c* &c. 



(Firft 
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](Firft lacloftire referred to in No. 39.) 

' Note- fronr B* Frere Efquirc to Don Pedro 

Cevallos, dated 20th Auguft 1 804. 
Moafi^ur, 
T £ ipapiuine Gjsneral de la Galice n'aura pas 
. ^ manque de fommuniquer a votre Excellence 
lea Repriefentatibns que lui ont ete faites par le 
Commaindant eu Chef de la Fiotre Bricannique 
ftationnee deyant leFerroI, par rapport auxRenforts 
de Soldats et de Marins qui traverfent I'Efpagne 
pourarciver a TEfcadre Fran^Qlfe, quife trouve dans 
ce Pore. L'Amiral Cochrane de fon Cote m'a 
tranfcnU fa Corrcfpondancc, et quoique j'aurois 
deiire pouvoir verifier ^vpc plus de Precifion quel 
fonclement il po»irroit y avoir pour ces Plaintes, 
avaut de le$ porter officiellement fous les yeux de 
votre Excellence, j'ai cru plus conforme ai»x 
Difpofitions de mon Gouverncmenr, de tacher de 
prevcnir par des Remon trances, qui peuvent etie 
pr^oiaturees, un Adle fi decidemment hoflile a 
rAfigleterre, plut6t que de rifquer de me voir dans 
UNeceffitfe encore plus penible, que m'impoferoit 
la Certitude de fon Execution. J'avouerai aufS 
a ^otre Excellence que les Informations panicu- 
lieres que je poflede fur le Paflage de Soldats 
Fra»9ois de Malaga au Fcrrol, m'ont paru accrediter 
les autres Rapports qui ont fete faits a I'Amiral 
Cochrane. Et il elt pcflible que ce Gouverne- 
ment ne s'etant pas oppofee a cette Violation 
iadirede de fon Territoire, la France ait etc en- 

courig^e 
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couragce a en tenter unc plus ouvcrtc ct plus 
fffrontee, en faifant traverfer PEfpagne par des 
Troupes, qui fortent de la France fn^nae, pour 
renforcer Ton Efcadre auFerroL 

Comme le Commandant en Chef^ en me com* 
muniquant fa CorreTpondance avec le Capitame 
General de la Galtce, m'apprend qu*il Pa en mcme 
Temps tranfmis a fon Gouvemementt j'rfpere que 
votre Excellence me mettra bientot I m^me de 
tranquiilifer I'Inquietude qu'il doit concevoir <lit 
Projet dont il eft Queftion^ en me donnant l*Aifii« 
ranee que des Difpofitions efficaces ont etc pci£BS 
pour eppecber ^Execution. 

(Signe) B. FRERE. 
A S» £. Don Pedro Cevallos, 
&c. &c: &c. 



(Tranfladon of Firft Inclofure in No. 39.) 

Sir, 
•THE Captain General of Galicia will not have 

failed to communicate to your Excellency the 
lieprefentations which have been m^ade to him 
]by the Commander in Chief of His Britannick 
Majefty's Fleet Rationed off Ferrol, with regard 
to the Reinforcements of Soldiers and Sailors 
who traverfe Spain, in order to reach the Frencn 
Squadron now in thjit Port, Admiral Cochrane, 
on his Side, has tranfmitted to me his Correfpon^ 
dence ; and although I fhould have defired to be 
f^nablcd to verify yflih more Precifion what Founcf- 

atlon 
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ttion there might be for thefe Complaints, before 
I laid them . offidrally before your Excellency, I 
have thoi%ht it more conformable to the Dif-* 
pofitions of itiy Grovernmentj to endeavour to 
prevent, by Rcmonftrances, which may bd pre- 
mature^ an A& . fo decidedly hoftile to England, 
than CO ri(k being under that ftili itiore painful 
Keceflity which the Certainty of its having been 
performed would impofe upon me« I ^111 alfo 
confeb to yonr Excellency, that the private Informa* 
don 1 . poQefs on the PalTage of French Soldiers 
from Malaga to Ferrol, has feemed to me to con^ 
firm, the other Accounts which . have been given 
to Admrral Cochrane. And it is poi&ble that, as 
this Government did not oppofe this indired Viola-* 
tion of its Territory, France may have been en- 
couraged to try a ftill more open and flagrant One, 
by obtaining a Paflage through Spain for Troops 
going from France itfelf, in order to reinforce its 
Squadron at Ferrol. 

As the Commander in Chief, in communicating 
to me his Correspondence with the Captain- 
General of Galicia, informs me, that he at the fame 
Time tranfmitted it to his Government, I hope that 
your Excellency will foon enable me to quiet the 
Uneafinefs which they muft feel from the Projeft 
in (Jueftiori, by giving me the Affurance that effica- 
cious Meafures have been taken to prevent its being 
carried into Execution. 

(Signed) B. FRERE. 
To his Excellency Don Pedro Cev^mosj 

&c. &c. &c. 

M (Second 
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(Second Inclofufre referred to in No. 39.) 

Note from B. Frcre Efquire to Don Pedro- 
Cevallos, dated 27th Augufl 1804. 

Monfieur, 

J£ me flatte que votre Excellence ne blamer» 
pas mon Impatience a recevoir quelque Reponfe 
fbtisfaifante fur le Sujet de ma Note du 20 de ce 
Mois. J'ai re^ii depuis cette Date, la NouveBe 
authentique du PafTage de plulieurs petits Detacher 
mens de Francais qui vont a Ferrbl, et je croij 
que cette Circonflance ne doit pas aujourdhut 
etre entiereraent inconnue au Gouvernement de 
fe Majefte Catholique : Mais en tout cas, s*il croit 
devoir prendre des Informations fur le Fait il me 
fburniroic quelque Satisfaftion de recevoir en at- 
tendant I'Affurance de votre Excellence que les^ 
Mefures etoient deja prifes pour fair ceffer cet Abus^ 
dont le Gouvernement Efpagnol doit fe charge 
dorenevant des Confequences de fa Continuation^^ 

(Signc) KFRERK 
A S. E. Don Pedro Cevalbs> 
&c. &c. &c. 



(TranflSation of Second Inclofure in No. ^gf.) 

Sir, 
J FLATTER myfelf; that your Excellency vri 
not blame my Impatience to, receive feme fatis 
fadkory Anfwer on the Subject of my Note of th 
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of this Month* I have fince that Day rc» 
:d authentick Accounts of the Paffage of 
al fmall Detachments of Frenchmen going 
errol; and I believe that this Circumftancc 
ot at this Moment unknown to His Catholick 
;fty*s Government ; but in atiy Cafe, fhould 
think proper to make Enquiries into the Fad» 
>uld afford fome SatisfaAion io me, to receive^ 
le mean while, your Excellency's Affurance^ 
Meafures were already taken to put a Stop to 
Abufe, of the Continuance of which, the 
iflb Government muft henceforward charge 
' with the Confequences. 

(Signed) B; FRERE* 
lis Excellency Don Pedro Cevallos, 
&c. &c. &c. 






No. 40. 

Copy of a DIfpatch from Lord Harrowby 
to B. Frere Efquire, dated Downing 
Street, 29th September 1804. 

iir, 

FORMATION has been received from Rear 
dmiral Cochrane, that Orders have been given 
he Court of Madrid, for arming without Lofs 
ime at Ferrol Four Ships of the Line, Two 
itcs, and other fmaller Veffels ; that fimilar 
TS have been given at Carthagena and Cadiz ; 
particularly that Three Firil Rate Ships of 

N % the 
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the Line are direfled to fail from the lad mentioned 
Port ; and as an additional Proof of hoftile Inten- 
tions, that Orders have been given to the Packets 
to arm as in Time of War. 

In confequence of this Information, I am com- 
manded to fignify to you His Majefty's Pleafure, 
that, as foon as you receive this Difpatcb^ you 
(houid requelt an Audience of M. de CevaUos. 

Tou vidli exprefs to him the Surprlfe and Con* 
cem with which the Intelligence of thefe unez- 
pefted and unjuftifiable Meafures has been received 
in this Country. 

You will recall to the RccoUedion of that NGm- 
fter, the Grounds^ upon which His Majefty has 
hitherto forborne from confidering Spun as an 
Enemy. That nothing could have induced I£nt 
to continue this Forbearance, but a fincere Defire. 
to avoid extending the Calamities of War, and ab-^ 
Willingnefs to confide in the Aflurances of the 
Spanifh Government, that the Payments made tc^ 
France were only intended to gain Time, untiL 
Circumffances (hould enable them to adopt Mea- 
fures more confiftent with therr Imerefts and their* 
Wifties. That His Majefty had repeatedly required 
a Communication of the Ei>gagements entered 
into with France ; but had only received in anfwer 
to luch Demands an indefinite Aflurance, that 
whatever might be the Amount of the Payments 
to be made by Spain to France, they iiad been 
calculated with a Reference to the Expence of the 
tvoilitary and Naval Succours ftipulated by Treaty. 

That 
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That no Means had been afforded to His Majefty 
of judgitig whether the Payments were in fa£t only 
an Equivalent for the Succours, or whether they 
to far exceeded that Amount as to make it iin- 
poifible to coniider Spain otherwife than as .a 
Principal in the War. 

That His ^(aje(ty therefore had been under the 
ITeceflity of expreisly rc&rving to Himfelf the ful- 
^ Right of regulating his Conduct towards Spain^ 
accordtng to the Appearance of exiding Circutn- 
ftances; but that the abftaining from all Naval 
Preparations on the Part of that Pow^ had been 
di^tindly declared to be one of the indifpenfable 
Conditions annexed by His Majefty to the Con* 
tinuance of His Forbearance. 

You will ftate to M. de Cevallos, that, after 
fuch Declarations had been made, it would be 
diffictilt to fuppofe that any Explanation could be 
given of the prefcnt Naval Preparations, which 
would. render fuch a Proceeding confident with 
the Neutrality which is profeflfed ; but it is mani* 
feftly impof&ble to confider it, unaccompanied as 
it has been by any pi'e¥ion6 Explanation whatever, Jy" 
in any other Light, than as aMeafuredireftly hoftile, 
. and imipofing upon His Majefty the Duty of taking, 
without Delay, every Mcafure of Precaution ; and 
particularly of giving Orders to His Admiral, off 
the Port of Ferrol, to prevent any of the Spanifli 
Ships of War from failing from that Port, or any 
additional Ships of War from entering it. 

K 3 The 
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* The whole Condufl: of His Majefty towards 
Spain has abundantly proved His earned Defire 
to carry that Forbearance to the utmoft Limit which 
t due Regard to the Safety and Inierefts of His 
People would admit : But He cannot depart froin 
the Declaratioas He has already made ; nor allow 
Spain to enjoy all the Advantages of Neutrality, 
and, at the fame Time, to carry on againft Him 
It double War, by affifting His Enemies with pectt<* 
Xiiary Succours, to which no Limit is affigned ; 
gnd by obliging Him, at the fame Time, to divert 
a Part o^ His Naval Force from ading againft 
thofe Enemies, in order to watch the Armaments 
carried on in Ports profeffing to be neutral. 

You are, therefore, dircded to require from the 
Spantfh Government the immediate Recall of all 
Orders for the Naval Armament at Fcrrol, Cadiz, 
and Canhagena, as well as for fending Rein*» 
forcements from feme of thofe Ports to others; 
and you will apprize M. de Cevallos, that, unlefs 
you receive a fatisfaSory Anfwer without Delay, 
you are ordered to quit Madrid. If pofitive and 
unequivocal Affurances are given, not only that 
the prefent Naval 'Equipments fhall be difcon-* 
tinned, but that the Naval Armaments in the 
Ports of Spain fhall be placed upon the fame 
footing on which they were prcvioufly to the 
Commencement of Hoftilicies between Great 
Britain and France, you will engage to tranfmit 
fuch Aflurances to His Majefty, and you will take 
ppon yourfelf to anfwer for its being the Intention 

of 
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of His Majefly, in cafe there appears fufEcient 
Reafon to believe that they will be ftridly fulfilled^ 
to fend a Minifter to Madrid, for the Purpofe of 
entering into an amicable Difcuflion of all other 
Points of Difference. 

It muft, however, be diftin^ly underftood, 
that no fuch Difcuilion can be entered into unlefs 
the Court of Spain is prepared to give fuch an 
Explanation of its Engagements with France, and 
of the Syftem which it intends to adopt, as may 
enablq His Majefly to afcertain the Nature of the. 
Relations which are to fubfid between Himfelf 
and his Catholic Majedy. 

If the Anfwer given by M. de Cevallos Ihould 
be: negative or equivocal, you will demand your 
Paflports, and kave Madrid. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) HARR0WB1% 
To B« Frere Efquire. 



No.4i« 

Copy of a Difpatch from Lord Harrowby 

to B. Frere Efquire, dated Downing-ftreet, 

29th September 1804. 

Sir, 

^HE preceding Difpatch is written with the View 

of being read in extenfo to M. de Cevallos, 

in your Conference with him ; and if you (hould 

fold it necefiary to make any Communication ia 

N 4 Writing, 
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Writing, you will frame it in exa£l Conformity to 
the Infiruf^ions contained in that Difpatch. 

After the Step which has been taken by the 
Court of Spain, it is impoffjble to rely implicitly 
upon any Affurances, however pofitlvc ; and you 
will therefore take the mod fpeedy and effediual 
Means of learning, with certainty, at Ferrol, at 
Carthagena, anf] at Cadiz, whether the Armaments 
have been countermanded^ and the Orders for that 
Purpofe are aftually in the Gourfe of Execution ; 
and you will forward without Delay the Intelligence 
you may receive from thofe Ports, 

In every View in which theSubjefk has beencon- 
fidered here> it has appeared fo improbable that any 
Explanations can be given by the Court of Spain; 
of the Motives of this Armament, which can induce 
His Majefty to acquiefce in its Continuance, that I 
have not adverted to that Cafe : but if, contrary to 
Expedation, any Explanation fhould be offered, 
which in your Judgment appears fatisfaftory, you 
are authorized to fufpend your Departure from 
Madrid until His Majefty's Pleafure can be taken ; 
tut you will exprefsly declare, ^hat you have no 
Authority to fufpend during that Interval the Ex- 
ecution of thofe Me^ures of Precaution which His 
Majefty has already thought it neceffary to dirgft to^ 
^e taken. 

B. Frere Efquirp. 



No. 42 • 
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No. 42. 

£xtra£k of a Difpatch from Mr. Conful Get> 

neral Hunier to Lord Harrowby, dated 

Madrid, 5th Oclober 1804. 

J HAVE the Honour to inclofe Copies of the two 

following official Letters which have pailed on 

tl^ Subjed of the Naval Armaments at Ferrol| 

?iz. 

From Mr. B. Frere to Don Pedro Cevallos, 
d^ted 27th September. 

Anfwer by his Excellency to Mr, Frerc, dated 3d 
][nfl:ant. 



{Hrft Inclofure referred to in No. 42.) 

Note from B. Frere Efquire to Don Pedro 
Cevallos, dated ? 7th September 1804. 

Monfieur, 
r jNE Maladie qui me retient encore dans le Lit, 
m'a empeche de m'addrefler plutot a votre Ex- 
rcUcnce ajj Sujet de I'Armemcnt Naval qui fe pre- 
pare i Ferrol. 

La Ceffation abfolue de tout Preparatif dans les 
?orts ayant ^te la Condition principale demand^c 
)ar TAhgleterre et accept|6e par I'Efpagne comme 
Mx de la Continuation de ce Syfteme de Menage- 
nent que TAngleterre a obferve jufqu' a prefent on 
le peut regarder la Violation de cette Condition 
rontrelaquellcjeprotefte aduellement, que comme 
me Aggreflion hoftile de la Part de I'Efpagne et 
in pcfi donne a I'Angleterret 

Je 
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Je cherche en vain quelque Interpretation plut 
agreable aux Voeux de mon Gouvernement et 
moins defaflreufe pour les deux Pays que je pour- 
rois donner a cet Armament precipite. II devienc 
m6me encore plus mena9ant par la Prefence d'une 
Efcadre Ennemie dans le Port oi^ il fe fait. 

Ayant fait mon Devoir cnvers mon Gouverne- 
ment en proteftant contre cette Mefure, il me'en 
refle encore un a remplir envers celui de Sa Majefte 
Catholique, c'eft a dire^ de Tavertir qu* en aucun 
Cas I'Angleterre ne pent 6tre indifferente a T Arme* 
ment qui fe fait, ni confentir a sa Continuation ; tt 
je fupplie votre Excellence avant de me repondre 
de reflechir bien aux Confequences ferieufes qui 
doivenc en refulter, fi Ton veut combler la Mifere 
qui pefe ad:uellement fur ce Pays en le plongeant 
inutilement dans une Guerre ruineufe. 

Je profite de cette Occafion pour reiteret i 
votre Excellence les Aflurances de la Confidenji' 
tion refpeftueufe avec la quelle j'ai I'Honneur 
d'etre. 

A Son Excellence Don Pedro Cevallos, 

&c. &c, &c. 



(Tranflation of Firft Inclofure in No. 42.) 

Sir, a7th September 1804. 

AN Indifpofition, which ftill confines me to my 

Bed, has prevented me from addreffing your 

Excellency fooner, on the Subjefl: of the Naval 

Armament which is carrying on at FerroL The 

total 
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total Ceflation of all Preparations in the Ports hav- 
ing been the principal Condition required by Eng- 
land, and agreed to by Spain> as the Price of the 
Continuance of that Syftem of Forbearance which 
England has hitherto obferved, the Violation of this 
Condition, againfl which I now proteft, can be con- 
iidered in no other Light than as a hoftile Aggreffion 
fen the Part of i:3pain, and a Defiance gireft to Eng- 
land. 

' ■ It IS in vain that I fcek to interpret this precipi- 
tate Meafure in a Manner mote conformable to 
the Wi(hes of my Government, and lefs difaftrous 
to the two Nations. It becomes ftill more menacing. 
In confequencc of a Squadron of the Enemy being 
in the Port where it is carrying on. Having dif- 
charged my Duty towards my own Government 
in proteiling againfl: this Meafure, it ftill remains 
for me to fulfil the one I owe to that of His Ca- 
'tholic Majefty ; namely, to apprize them, that in 
no cafe can England be indifferent to the Armament 
which is preparing, nor confent to its being car- 
ried on ; and I entreat that your Excellency, pre- 
vious to giving me an Anfwer, will duly confider 
the ferious Confequences which will refult, if it 
be determined to complete the Mifery which prefles 
fo heavily on this Country, by plunging it unnecef- 
farily into a ruinous War, 

I avail myfelf of this Opportunity to, &c. 

(Signed) B. FRERE, 
To his Excellency Don Pedro Cevallos, 

&c» &c. &c. 

(Second 
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{Second Inclofure referred to in No. 42.} 

Note from Don Pedro Cevallos to B, Frcrc 

Efquire^ dated Efcurial, 3d Odober 1804. 

Sir. 

T HAVE made a Report to the King my Maftesr, 
of theContents of your Note of the 37th ultimo, 
in which you fpeak of a Naval Armament which 
you fuppofe to be fitting out in Ferrol. His Majefty, 
being informed of your Reprefentations, orders me 
to anfwer, that he has never thought of being 
wanting to the Agreements entered into ^th the 
Britifli Governmenti— that the Ceflation of all Na^ 
yal Armament againft Great Britain fhall be ob* 
ferved as it has been hitherto ; and that whatever 
Information to the contrary may have reached 
you. is wholly unfounded^ and offeniive to the Re« 
putation which the Spanifh Government juftly eor 
joys.' I take this Opportunity of renewing to 
you the Aflurances of my Wifhes to oblige you^ 
and I pray God to preferve your Life many Years. 

(Signed) P. CEVALLOS. 

To the Charg^ d* Affaires 

of His Britannic Majefty, ' 
ice* &c. ScCf 
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No. 43. 

Extrad: of a Dif][>atch from B« Frere Efqulre 
to Lord Harrowby, dated Madrid, 12th 
Odober 1 804.— ^Received 2d Novemben 
'T^HE Accounts which I have received from^ 
Mr. Du£F fince my lad, mention that there is. 
no Appearance whatever in the Harbour of Cadiz 
of an Intention to arm. 



No. 44. 

Copy of a Difpatch from Lord Harrowby to 
B. Frere Efquire, dated Downing Street^ 
niftOdober 1804. 
Sir, 
^HE Lively, Captain Hamond, arrived at 
Portfmouth on Wednefday Morning with the 
Fama, a Spanifh Frigate^ laden with Dollars from 
the Rio de la Plata, and brought Information of the 
A£lion which took place on the Fifth Inflant be* 
tween Four of His Majefty's Frigates, and the 
fame Number of Spanilh Frigates, in which Three 
of the latter were captured, and One unfortunately 
blew up. 

Although from the Situation of the Ships wlien 
this Aftion happened, it is probable that the Event 
is known at the Court of Madrid, I have thought 
it neceffary to give you this Information without 
Lofs of Time, in order that you may be able to 
explain to the Spaniih Government the Principles 

upon 
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upon which the Orders given to His Majefty's Na- 
val Commanders are reded, and the Effed: which 
this Event is here confidered to have upon the re* 
lative Situation of the Two Countries. 

As the Subjed was fully difcufled in a Confer- 
ence which took place yefterday between thd 
Spanifh Minifter and myfelf, I cannot point out 
to you more diftindly the Language which His 
Majefty thinks proper to be held upon this Occa« 
fion, than by ftating to you the Subflance of this^ 
Converfation. 

In Anfwer to the firft Queftion of the Spanifli 
MSnifter, in what Ligl^t this Event was to be con*- 
£dered ; I informed him, that it was an Ad done 
in confequence of exprefs Orders from His Majefty, 
to detain all Ships laden with Treafure for Spain. 
That fuch Orders had been iffued as foon as In- 
telligence was received of the Equipment of Naval 
Armaments in the Ports of Spain, and particu- 
larly at Ferrol, without any previous Explanation. 
That the Court of Madrid could have no Reafon 
to be furprized that fuch a Step was taken, as 
It had been repeatedly ftated to the Spanifli Go- 
vernment, and particularly in a Note delivered by 
Mn Frcre on the i8th of February laft, that af 
long as they continued in a Situation of merely 
nominal Neutrality, any Naval Armament in their 
Ports muft be confidered as putting an immediate 
End to the Forbearance of England, and as rie- 
ceffarily producing Confequences that were diftinftly 
pointed out. I added, that upon the firft Intellt* 

gence 
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gence of the Armament, Admiral Cochrane had 
been direfted to communicate to the Governor of 
Ferrol the Orders he had received to oppofe the fail« 
ing of any Spanifli Ships of War to or from the 
Port of Ferrol ; and Mr. B, Frere had alfo bcett 
direSed to inform the Court of Madrid of the Or» 
ders given by His Majefly, that all necefl^ry Mea« 
fures of Precaution fhould be taken, and parti^ 
cularly thofe notified by Admiral Cochrane. The 
Spanifh Minifler then obferved. That his Court 
was not apprized of the Orders given to detain the 
Ships laden with Treafure, which being Ships of 
War, their Refiftance to any Attempt to detain 
them muil have been forefeen. I obferved in Reply, 
That this was the firft and moil obvious of thofe 
Meafures of Precaudon which had been announced. 
That it had been thought right to announce pre- 
cifely the Intention of engaging the Ships of War 
which might a^empt to fail to or from Ferrol, 
becaufe it would depend upon the Spanifh Govern- 
ment, after receiving fuch an Intimation, to give 
fuch Orders as to their failing as it might think 
proper, and to prevent a hoflile Meeting between 
the Two Squadrons ; but that to have announced 
more particularly the Intention of detaining the 
Treafure Ships, mufl either have been perfedbly 
nfelefs, if the Spanifh Government had no Means 
of giving them Notice of fuch Intention, or mulk 
Aave afforded the Opportunity of rendering it com» 
yletely abortive. That Spain having violated One 
cf the Conditions upon which the Forbearance of 

His 
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His Majefly* depended, it became iinihediat«Iy 
necefiary for Him to prevent the Continuance o£ 
thofe Succours which were furniflied by Spain 
to France. That thefe Succours were of Two 
Kinds; Naval Armaments and Treafure. That 
HisMajefty had hitherto fubmitted with unexampled 
Moderation, to connive at the Payment of a Subiidy 
by Spain to France, upon the Grounds which have 
been often ftated; but that, from the Moment 
Spain had manifefted the Intention, inilead of con« 
filing herfelf to pecuniary Afliflance, to add her 
Naval Forces to thofe of France, and had mani* 
felted it in the lead equivocal Manner, by equips 
ping a confiderable Squadron in the Port of Fcrrol,. 
where it would be ready to join a Squadron of 
French Ships, and to outnumber the Britifh Force 
employed in blockading them; from that Moment 
His Majefty could no longer Delay carryiijjg into 
Execution every Meafure of neceffary Precaution } 
and He had as juft a Right to detain Treafure defti-* 
ned to increafe the Means of His Enemies, as to 
attack the Ships of Spain failing in Gonjundioa 
with thofe of France. I exprefled in fl;ong Terms 
His Majefly's Concern at the Lofs of fo many valu^* 
able Lives in the Confiid, and particularly at the 
unfortunate Accident, which deftroyed One of the 
Spanifh Frigates, (the Mercedes) with nearly the 
Whole of her Crew. I did not controvert his Ob- 
fervation, that it was impoffible * for thofe Frigateaf 
not to refift, when they were met by fo equal 
a Force 3 aiid I thought it tight to avow without 

Hefitation, 
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Hefitation, that, although it was hoped the Trearure 
might have been brought in iingle Ships, of a 
Force fo inferior to His Majeft/s Squadron as 
to juftify the Expectation that they might be de- 
tained without Violence, yet that His Majefty's 
Government were aware that this Expedatton 
might be difappointed, and as the Ad itfelf wa( 
thought neceflary^ had determined to incur the 
Hazard of what might follow from Refiftance. 

To the Queftion put by the Spanifh Minifter, in 
vrhat State the Spanifh Frigates and their Crews 
vere to be confidered ; I replied, in the fame 
State as Ships and Crews detained under fimilar 
Circumftances upon former Occafions. That the 
Officers and Men would be treated with every 
poifible Attention, and the Treafure would be 
tranfported to a Place of Security, to await fuch 
Orders as the Iflue of the prefent Difcuflions with 
the Court of Madrid may appear to His Majefty to 
require. 

After thefe Points had been difcuffed, the 
Spanifh Minifter defired to know, whether this 
Event was to be confidered as putting an End to 
all further Explanation, and placing the Two 
Countries in a State of War. 

*To this I replied, that it was certainly by no 
Means fo confidered on our Part. That it was 
ftill the earnefl Wifh of His Majefly, that fuch 
Explanations, AfTurances, and Securities might be 
pvcm by the Court of Madrid refpe^ng their 
Kaval Armaments, prefent and future, and refped- 
% • o ing 
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iog all other Subjefts of Difcuffion between the 
Two Governments, as might not only maintain an 
amicable Intercourfe between them, but eftablifii 
it in future upon a more diftlndt and permanent 
Footing, ^n Explanation of the Naval Arma- 
ments sdone, would not then (replied M. d'Anduaga) 
now fatisfy the Englifli Government ? 

To this I anfwered, that fuch anExplanation alone 
would not now fatisfy us, nor would it have been 
fatisfaclory at any former Periods The Court of 
Madrid had repeatedly been informed, that His 
•Majefty could not be fatisfied without being made 
completely acquainted with the Relation in which 
Spain (lands with refped to France, in order 
to be enabled to judge upon a full View of afl 
the Gircumftances, in what Relation He could 
confent to confider Spain as {landing with refpeA 
to Great Britain. 

In reply to feveral Obfervations which fell from 
the Chevalier d' Anduaga, that Aflurances had been 
given, as to the Amount of the Subfidy which was 
ftated to be only an Equivalent for Military Suc- 
cours; as to the Contents of the Treaty with 
France, which was alledged to contain nothing 
injurious to the Interefls of Great Britain; as 
to the innocent Deftination of any Armaments 
which: might be made; as to the decided Incentioii 
of his Catholick Majefty to preferve the ftrideft 
Neutrality ; and as to the Injuftice of any SuJ^udom 
which could attach to Spanifli Honor and Vera- 
city — I affured him, in return, that both ,the Go- 
vernment 
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vernment and the Nation had the highefl: Value and 
Refped for Spanifli Honor and Veracity ; but that 
we had too much Ground from Experience to be 
flow in trufting the Ability of Spain to ad up to 
the honorable and independent Principles by which 
her Condud would naturally be guided. That I 
fincerely wifhed the Armaments in Queftion mighc 
prove to have been really, as he had endeavoured 
to reprefent them, only the Confequence of an Or- 
der given under the Preflure of Neceffity, for the 
Purpofe of tranfporting Troops to fubdue the Re- 
volters in Bifcay ; but that if this were really the 
Intention of the Order, it was inconceivable, that 
no Notice fhould havfe been given to the Britifli 
Minifter at Madrid, or to the Admiral off the 
Port of Ferrol, who might have conveyed the Ex* 
planation of the Armament at the fame Moment 
with the News of its Exiftence. That it was Angu- 
lar, if Ships of the Line were to be ufed for this ^ 
Purpofe, that they ihould not have been equip- 
ped merely as Tranfports. That although the 
Orders were received at Ferrol on the Seventh of 
Uft Month, and muft confequently have been given 
at Madrid fome Days earlier, yet up to this Mo- 
ment he was poiTefled of no dire£t Information 
from his Courts was authorized to give me no 
Explanation, and was reduced to flare upon this 
Subjed his own Conjetlure, founded upon imper- 
fcGt Intelligence, and upon his own earned Wiflics 
to explsun the Tranfaflion in a Manner calculated 

2 to 
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to prevent a Rupture between the Two Countries. 
Harlng dwelt upon the various Grounds, which 
made this Explanatiop improbable and unfatisfac- 
tory, I concluded the Convcrfation by expreffing 
my Fears, that the Orders would be fouad to have 
proceeded from that Influence, which had unfor- 
tunately fo long diverted the Spanifh Councils from 
an Attention to their real Intereft and Dignity ; that 
the Meafure, if dictated by that Influence, would 
probably be perflfted in ; and that a Breach would 
then become inevitable ; but that the Moderation 
and Forbearahce of His Majefl:y's Condufl: hitherto, 
(to which the Spanifli Minifl:cr bore the fuUeft 
Teftimony), would be a fufEcient Security, that no 
reafonable Means of Accommodation would be re- 
jeded ; and that I fhould be equally defirous with 
himfelf to be the Inftrument of efliablifliing between 
our refpeftive Countries a greater Degree of Har- 
mony and Cordiality than could exifl: between a 
nominal Neutrality on the one Side, and a jealous 
Forbearance on the other. 

I am in daily Expeftation of hearing from you 
what pafled at Madrid upon the Receipt of the 
Communication made by Admiral Cochrane to thd 
Spanifli Governor of Fcrrol ; until that Informa- 
tion is received, I have nothing to add to my for^ 
mer Inftrudions. 

P. S. Since this was written, an Account wa(? 
received of the Arrival of His Majefty's Ships th^ 

Amphioa 
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Amphion and Indefatigable, with the SpaiuQi 
Frigates, the Medea and the Clara. 

I am> &c. 
(Signed) HARROWBY, 
B- Frerc, Efq. 
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Difpatch from B. Frere Efquire to Lord 
Harrowby, dated Efcarial, 27 th O&ober 
1804. 
My Lord, 
VQUR Lordfliip's Difpatches No. i. and 2. were 
delivered to me by the Meflenger Smith, on 
the Night of the 1 8th, in confequence of which I 
loft no Time in coming down to the Efcurial, where 
the Court are refident at prefent, and having de» 
manded an Audience of M. Cevallos, which he 
^ave me on the 21ft, I told him that I believed 
he would find by his Letters ffom England, that 
.the Senfation which the late unexpe&ed Armament 
at Ferrol had caufcd there, had been by no Means 
over-rated in the Not^ which I had addreffed to 
iiim upon th^ Subjed fome Weeks ago ; that I was 
now charged to declare to him formally His Ma- 
jefty's Surprize and Concern at fuch a Meafure 
having been adopted, without any previous Com- 
munication to Him, and unaccompanied by any 
Explanations of its Objefl: ; and to require the 
immediate Recall of all Orders which might have 
jbeen given at Ferrol or elfe where, for increafing 

o 3 their 
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their Naval Force, or for altering its Pofidon ; and 
that it fhould be reduced to the State in which it 
was at the Beginning of the War. M. Cevallos 
fidd, that he found that there had been a great 
deal of Mifreprefentation and Exaggeration upon 
dieSubjed of this Armament, which he affeded 
to treat very lightly ; he iaid^ that the Expedition 
confifled of a few Ships, which were already armed 
at the Time, whofe Deftination I muO: be well 
acquainted with ; that the Projedl was now given 
up, and he wifhed to infer, that there was there^ 
fore no Ground of Complaint for what had pafled». 
I replied that I knew no more of the DeiUnatiw 
of this Expedition, than what I had learnt from 
publick Report, which was, that it was me^nt 
to convey Troops to quell an Infurreflion in 
Bifcay ; but that it had appeared to me fo incredible 
that Ships of War fhould be armed to carry Forces 
to a Province, which had no Ports to receive 
them, which was already in the PoffeiTion of 
their Troops, and which was fo fituated, that the 
March by Land might be performed in a much 
Ihorter Time than was neceffary for preparing fojr 
and making the Voyage ; that I had not ventured 
to write this Report home to my Government* 
M. Cevallos however alTured me that this was the 
Defign, and, extravagant as it was, the March by 
"Land into Bifcay of the Troops before deftined 
for the Embarkation fcems to confirm his Affu^ 
ranee. I obferved that whatever might have beeiji 
the Objefl: of this Armament, it was equally a 

BreacI) 
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Breach of the Convention which Spaun had entered 
into with England ; and as M. Cevallos maintained 
that the Engagement had been only contraded 
for not arming againft Great Britain, I referred 
him to my Brother's Note of the 1 8th February ,- 
in wbi<:h the Ceflation of .all Armaments is de-, 
manded in the cleared Terms. I told him at the 
lame Time, that if he was* now inclined to difpute. 
this Point, I muft revert to the InftruSions upon' 
which the Demand was framed, and which were* 
to the full as pofitive as thofe which I had nom 
received. He protefled againft the Extravagance 
of fuch a Pretenf^on, which he faid would reduce 
them to the loweft State of Humiliation if Spain^ 
could not arm to repel the Infults of a Foreign 
Enemy, or to quell her own rebellious Subjeds/ 
I repeated the Affurances of His Majefty's Difpofi- 
tion to make every poffible Conceilion in favour of 
Spain ; but that this was an Engagement, which 
the Security of His Kingdom called for, and that. 
Spain might rely upon its being puflxed no further. 
than that Objed required. Finding that it was. 
needleis to attempt drawing any fatisfadory Aflfu* 
ranee from M . Cevallos in Converfation, I told 
him that my Inftrudions related likewife to fome 
other important Points ; that if he pleafed I would 
read them over to him, after which if he thought 
it neceffary I would deliver to him in Writing a 
Summary of their Contents, 

In treating of the Subjeft of the Money furnifticd 
to France, he affeded much Surprize at its being 

confidered 



confidered merely as a temporary Meafure^ and 
afked from whence my Court could have got that 
Idea, of which he himfelf difqlaimed any Sharet 
I told him that I knew my Brother had repeatedly 
received fimilar Aflurances at the very Time when 
the Treaty was negotiating from a Perfon high iq 
Authority, whofe Aflurances were then efkeemed 
iauthentic, and that as fuch he had tranfmitted theni 
to his Government. M. Cevallos repeated thai 
they had no fuch Views ; that the Treaty was 
concluded for the Whole of the prefent War j 
that it contained no Article whatever hoQile to 
Great Britain ; and as to the Amount of the Subif 
fidies, he could only repeat what he had sJready 
faid> and vvhat M. Anduaga had Dated to your 
LordOiip, that they are calculated with a Refe^f^ 
rence to the Expence of furnifhing the Succour^^ 
ftipulated by Treaty. This Aflurance he faid he 
trufted I fhould think fufEcient, and that England 
would fo far do Juftice to the good Faith of the 
Spaniih Cabinet as to pronounce herfelf fatisfied 
with fuch a Declaration, I obferved to him that 
my Government was already in Pofleflipn of thus 
much Information upon the Subjeft, when my 
prefent InftruSions were forwarded to me, and 
therefore that I mufl: expefl: a more explicit 
Anfwer, or comply with the Orders to demand my 
Paffports ; that in the Terms in which he flated 
it, the Amount of the Succour ftipulated was 
without any Limit, fmce the Treaty provides that 
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In Cafe of Neccffity the auxiliary Power is liable 
to be called upon to affifl her Ally with all her 
Forces; in which Situa^on there would be no 
fiounds to the Sums which Spain might furnifh 
to the Enemy under the Denomination of an 
Equivalent for thefe Succours. I did not however 
fucceed in obtaining any further Explanation upcni 
4he Subjed ; and there was in M. Cevallos* Man? 
ner, a more decided Determination not to give way 
ttpon this Point) and more Difpofition to ill Humour 
iSlc being prefTed upon it> than upon that of the total 
Ceflation of alt Armaments in the Ports. He took 
no other Notice olF the Orders given to Admiral 
CtHshraae to fliut the Port of Ferrol to their Ships 
of War, than by afking me to read that paragraph 
i fecond Time ; and when I had finifhed the Dif* 
piatch, he faid that Spain would continue to zGt 
with the feme good Faith which ihe had always 
hitherto done; that England ought to be per^ 
fcftly at Eafe upon the Subjedk of the Armament, 
which had never been of any Confequence, and was 
now laid afide^ that upon the Queftion of the Sub* 
iidies, (he had all the Satisfaction that (he could 
reafonably require ; and that it was Time that 
fhe herfelf ihould give fome Affurance of her own 
Difpofitions, without which a Neutrality, refllefs 
and difturbed as that which Spain now pbffeflfcs, 
would prove as prejudicial to the Country as War 
itfelf, I anfwered, tl^at the Difpofitipns of my 
povernment towards Spain were not lefs friendly 

than 
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than they had ttlways been^ and that it was to 
the Condudt of Spain herfelf that he mud attribute 
the unfettled State of th^e Connection between the 
Two Countries ; nor could it be otherwifc, at 
long as fhe maintained this Referve upon a Point 
which affeds fo eflentially the kiterefts of Great 
Britain as that of her pecuniary Engagements with 
France ; and I left him, by faying, that I hoped 
that upon Confideration he would fee it in the 
fame Light, and that I fhould receive a more fatif- 
fadory Anf wer to the Note which I fhould tranfmit 
to him, than I had been able to obtain from the 
Conference. Your Lordihip will obferve an Intenral 

of fome Days between this Conference and the 
Date of my Note, during which I have been con- 
fined by a Return of Indifpoiition which difabted 
nie from Writing ; having however dated fo fully 
beforehand the Nature of my Inftrudtions to M. 
Cevallos, I am in hopes that no Time will have 
been loft by this Circumftance, and that I fhall 
receive his Anfwer as foon as if my Note had been 
prefented immediately after our Conference. 

I have the Honour to be, &c. 

B. FRERE. 
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(Inclofure rcfeiTe4 to in No. 45.) 
Note from B. Frere Efquire to Don Pedro 

Cevallos, dated Efcurial, 26th October 

1804. 
Monfieur, 
TpN confequence du Defir que Votre Excellence 
m'a t6moignd, j ii THonneur de vous tranf- 
mettre par Ecrit la Subftance des Reprefentations 
que je me trouve charge par mon Gouvernement 
de vous Ikire. 

8a Majeft6 Britannique a appris avec un Melange 
de Surprife & de Chagrin, les Pr^paratifs navals 
g^ui fe font fairs dans les Ports d'Efpagne, n'ayant 
]£lle«meme rien omisj des le (Sommencement des 
Hoftilites avec la France, de ce qui pouvoit contri- 
buer a 61oigner de PEfpagne les Calamites de cette 
Querre^ dans laquelle en conf(^quence de fes 
Trait6s elle devenoit en eSet du Nombre de Ses 
Ennemis. Rien n'auroit engag!^ Sa Majefle a 
perfifter dans ce Sifleme de Mod<£ration, finon ce 
meme Motif bienveillant, appuyjg par une Difpoii- 
lion jde croire aux AiTurances du Gouvernement 
Efpagnol, que les Paiemens fournis a la France 
ne fe faifoient qu'avec Tlntention de gagner du 
Terns, jufqu'a ce que les Circonftances le mif- 
fent a mcme de fuivre un Sifteme plus d'accord 
•avec fes Voeux & avec fes Inter cts. 

Sa Majefte a fouvent demande la Communication 
4.CS Engagemens conclus av^c la France ; mai^ la 

feule 
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fculc Reponfe a toujours etc une AfTurance rague 
que quel que fut le montant des Sommes a payer 
par I'Efpagne elles etoient calculees d'apres ce que 
devoient couter les Secours navals & militaires 
ftipulcs par le Trait^. Et il n'a. ete fourni a Sa 
Majefte aucun Moyen de juger fi ces Paiemens ne 
font en efFet qu* un juftc Equivalent de ces Secours, 
ou s'ils Texcedent tellement qu'il faudroit regarder 
rSfpagne comme Puiflance principale dans la 
Guerre. 

Dans cet Etat d'Incertitude Sa Majefte a ct^ 
obligee de fe referver expreffement le plein Droit 
de regler Sa Conduite envers TEfpagne d'apres 
PApparence des Circonftances du Moment } mais 
EUe a toujours declare fans equivoque, que ja 
Ceflation de tout Preparatif naval de la Part de . 
cette Puiflance etoit une des Conditions infepa* 
rables de la Continuation de fa Moderation. Cettii^ 
Declaration ayant ete faite, il feroit difficile d'ea^- 
pliquer un Armement naval de la Part de VEU 
pagne de maniere a le concilier avec fon Sifteme 
pretendu de Neutralitc ; & il devienc impoflible de 
regarder eelui-ci, qui n'etoit accompagne d'aucutte 
Explication, fous un autre Poinc * de Vue que 
comme une Mefure direftement hoftilc, & qui 
appelle Sa Majefte a prendre fans Delai toutes lc$ 
Mefures que la Prudence lui di6lera ; & furtout 
de donner Ordre a fon Amiral dcvant le Perrol 

d'empecher a tout Vaiffeau de Guerre Efpagnol 

Tentrce & la fdrtie de ce Port. 

La Conduite fuivie de Sa Majefte tovers TEf — 

pagni 
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« 

a fuffifamment prouve fon Delir ardent de 
fa Moderation jufqu'a I'extreme Limite qu'un 
gard pour la Surety & ies Int^rdts de fes 
s le Lui permet ; mais S^ Majefte ne peut 
ccarter des Declarations qu'elle a faites, ni 
tre que FEfpagne jouiffe de tous Ies Avan- 
le la Neutralite, pendant qu'Elie Lui fait 
mble Guerre, d'abord en fourniiTant a fes 
lis des Secours en Argent, qui n'ont po'nc 
lite, & enfuite en I'obllgeant de detourner . 
irtie dc fes Forces navales de leurs Opera* 
:ontre^ fes Enneniis afin d'obferver Ies Ar- 
isqulfe font dans des Ports foi-difans Neutres. 
re9U en coulequence Ies Ordres de Sa 
6 de demander au Gouvernement Efpagnol 
rpel immediat de tous Ies Ordres qui pour- 
roir ct^ donne i Ferrol, a Cadiz, ou a Car- 
le, auffi bien pour i'Equippement de Vaiifeaux 
Mir envoy er des Renfprts de Tun a i'autre dc 
^rts ; & non feulement que ces Preparatifs 
arretes, mais que Ies Artnemens navals dans 
ies Ports d^Efpagne.ibient remis fur le mSme 
m \\ fe trouvaient avant le Commenceuieut 
oftilit^s entre I'Angleterre & la France. 
ne flatte que je ne me verrai pas dans le cas 
>uncer a Votre Excellence plus formellement 
e n'ai deja fait quelles feront Ies Confequen- 
evitables d'un Refus ^ cette I>emande ; fi elle 
Hnement fatisf^ite je peux repondre des In- 
ns de Sa Majefte d^envoyer a Madrid un 
^re charge de difcutcr a Tamiable tout autre 

8 Sujet 



( io6 ) 

Sujet de Difference : Mais encore cette Difcuffioa 
ne pourra avoir lieuj a moins que TEfpagne ne 
foit prete a donner une Explication diftin^e 
de fes Engagemens avec la France, & du Sifteme 
qu'ElIe fe propofe ; d'apres laquelle Sa Majefte 
pourra j-»ger de la Nature des Relations qui 
devront fubiifter entreLui & SaMajefte Catholique. 
Votre Excellence pourra juger de Tlmpatience 
arec laquelle j'attendral fa Reponfe, et quelqups 
Jours etanc deja pafles depuis que j'eus THonneur 
de lui parler fur le Sujet de cette Note, j'efpere 
que fa Decifion fera deja prife, et que je ppurrai 
me flatter d'avoir en quelque forte contribue a 
Taneantiifement des Alarmes journalieres qui trou- 
blenc la bonne Harmonie entre les deux Pays, et 
qui derivent neceflfairement de TOpiniatrete de 
I'Efpagne a refufer la Satisfadion qui eft fi jufte- 
ment due a la Conduite de S. M. Bricannique. 

(Signc) B. FRERE. 
S. E, Don Pedro Cevallos, 
.&c. &c. &c. 



(Tranflation of Inclofure referred to ia No, 45,) 

Sir, Efcurial, 26th Oftober 1804. 

tN confequence of the Defire your Excellency ha 
exprefled'to me, I have the Honour to tranfmit t 
you in Writing the Subftance of the Reprefentation 
which I have been direfted by my Government t 
make to you. 
It is with equal Surprife and Concern that Hi 

Britanni 
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Britannic Majefty- received the Account of the 
Naval Preparations which have been carrying on 
in the Ports of Spain, having on Hh Part omitted 
nothing, from the very Commencement of Hof- 
tilities with France, which could contribute to 
remove from Spain thofe Calamities of a War, 
in which, owing to her Treaties, (he was in fafl: 
placed in the Number of His Enemies. Nothing, 
indeed, could have induced His Majefly to per- 
fevere in this Syftem of Moderation, except the 
fame benevolent Motive, fupported by a Difpofition 
to give Credit to the AfTurances of the Spanifh Go- 
vernment, that the Sums furniflied to France were 
only paid under the Idea of gaining Time, until 
Circumftances would enable her to follow a Syftem 
more congenial to her Wiihes and her Interefts. 

His Majefty has repeatedly reqhefted a Com- 
munication of the Engagements concluded with 
France ; but the only Anfwer has uniformly been 
a vague Aflurance, that, whatever might be the 
Amount of the Sums to be paid by Spain, they 
were calculated according to the Eftimate of what 
the Succours, Naval and Military, ftipulated by 
Treaty, would amount to. But His Majefty has 
never been furniflied with any Means of judging, 
whether thefe Payments are in h£t only a fair 
Equivalent for thofe Succours, or whether they 
fo far exceed it, as to render it neceffary ta confider 
Spain a Principal in the War. 

In this State of Uncertainty, His Majefty has 
\ been compelled exprefsly to referve to Himfelf the 

fuU 
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fbll Right to regulate his Condud towatcUi Sp^ih 
according to the Appearance of Circumftances at 
the Moment. But he has ever declared unequivo- 
cally, that the Difcontinuance of all Naval Prepa- 
rations on the Part of that Power was an indifpen* 
fable Condition of the Continuance of His Mod<h 
ration. Such a Declaration having been inade« 
it would be difEcult to account for a Naval Arma^ 
ment on the Part of Spain, in fuch a Manner 
sfT to reconcile it with Her pretended Syftem oi 
Neutrality ; and it becomes impoffible to confider 
the prefent Armament, which was unaccomipanied 
by any Explanation, in any other Light than as a 
Meafure decidedly hoftile, and which calls upon 
His Majefty to take, without delay, every Step 
which Prudence may dictate -, and more efpecially 
to give Orders to His Admiral off Ferrol, to prevent 
any Spanifh Ship of War from entering or leaving 
that Port. 

His Majefty's uniform Conduft towards Spain 
has abundantly proved His ardent Defire to carry 
His Moderation to the utmoft Extent, which a 
due Regard for the Interefts and Security erf 
His People will permit. But His Majefty cannot 
depart from the Declarations which He hasmade^ 
npr permit that Spain fhall enjoy all the Advan- 
tages of Neutrality, whilft fhe wages a twofold 
War againft Him, firft, by furnifliing to His Enemies 
unlimited pecuniary Succours ; and, fecondly^ by 
compelling Him to divert a Part of His Naval Force 

from a^ing againft the Enemy, in order to watctt 

the 



Che Armaments nrhich are preparing ia Ports 
pretending to be Neutral. 

I have in confequence received Orders from 
His Majefty, to require of the Spaniih Goveriw 
ment the immediate Recall of all the Orders wUch 
have been given at Ferrol^ at Cadiz, or at Cartha* 
gena^ as well for the Equipment of Ships, as for 
f<:&ding Reinforcement from one to the other of 
thofe Ports, and not only that fuch Preparations 
be ftopped^ but that the Naval Armaments in all 
the Ports of Spain fhall be put precifely on the 
fame Footing as before the Commencement <^ 
doftilities between England and France. 

I flatter myfelf, .that I fhall not be under the 
Neceifity of announcing to your Excellency^ more 
Formally than I have hitherto done, what mud: 
be the inevitable Confequences of a Refufal of 
this Demand. If it is fully complied with, I can 
infwer for the Intentions of His Majefty to fcftd to 
\{adrid a Miniiler authorifed to difcufs, in an 
imicable Manner, every other Subjeft of Difpute ; 
}ut ftill this Difcuflion cannot take place unlefs 
Spain be prepared to give a diflinfl Explanation 
^ her Engagements with France, and of the 
Syftem which fhe propofes to adopt, according 
to which His Majefty may be enabled to judge of 
the Nature of the Relations which fliould fubfift 
between Him and His Catholick Majefty. 

Tour Excellency may conceive the Impatience 
v^ith which I Ihall expeft your Anfwer ; and fome 
Days having already dapfed fince I had the Honour 

p to 



to converfe with you on the Subjed of this Note, 
I hope that your Decifion has been already taken, 
and that I may flatter myfelf in fome Degree to 
-have contributed towards the ExtinfHon of the 
daily Alarms which trouble the good Underftan- 
-ding between the two Countries^ and which are 
the neceflary Confequence of the Obftinacy of 
Spain in refuting to give that Satisfadiqn fo juftly 
due to the Condu£l of His Britannic Majefty. 

(Signed) B. FRERE. 



No. 46. 

Copy of a Letter frdm the Chevalier 
d'Anduaga to Lord Harrowby, dated 
Portland Place, 4ih November 1804. 

Milord, 

A PEINE j'avais re9u avant hier les Depeches d< 

^-^ ma Cour que je me rendis au, Bureau des AP^ 
iaires Etrangires ou je foUicitai de parler a votr 
Excellence. Ayant appris par Moufieur Hammon 
que vous etiez indifpofe, mais pret cependant a 
re9evoir en cas que je Texigeaffe abfolument, 
crus que la Difct ction me defendolt de vous 
ranger alors, et je me contentai d'indiquer « 
M. Hammond le Sujet de PEntreiien que j€ 
foi^aitois d'avoir avec votre Excellence en 1« 
:^priani en rhemeTems de vous engager a m'aco 
der une Audience au plut6t. £n attendant (^ 

j*aie THonneur de voir votre Excellence, je mV 

pTc£e 
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prefle de vous anoncer que j'ai re9U parle dernier 
Paqueb6t de Lifbonne une Copie de la Note de 
Monfieur Frere, datcedu 27 Septembre, ainfi que 
de la Reponfe de ma Cour. . 

Je ne faurais diilimuler \ votre Excellence ma 
Surprife en lifant la Lettre de M. Frere et en voy- 
ant le (\)n(ra(le frappant de fon Style avec le Ton 
noble, franc et modere du Miniflere Efpagnol. 
M« Frere en fuppofant trop gratuitement un faic 
dpnt il auroit dii d'abord verifier PExidence, 
et en connoitre bien la Nature, protefle contre un 
Armement Naval qui fe pr6pareroit au Ferrol. 
M« Frere a ete induit en Erreur lorfqu'il a cru i 
xxn pareil Armement, puifqu'il n'en a exifte aucun 
capable de meriter les Plaintes qu'il en a portees 
dans fa Lettre. 

- Si au Commencement de Septembre le Roi mon 
Mattre avoit juge i propos d'ordonner TEnvoi en 
Bifcaie de quelques Batimens de Guerre pour y 
tranfporter des Troupes, Sa Majefte n'ecoit maU 
heureufement que trop autorifee a prendre cette 
Mefure, a caufe des Troubles qui venoient d'eclater 
dans cette Partie de TEfpagne. M. Frere ne pouvoic 
pas ignorer cette Circonftance et il n'auroit jamais 
dd par confequenc attacher des Intentions auili 
odieufes a des Preparatifs dont il ecoit fi facile de 
favoir la Deflination. 

Le Gouvernement Britannique n'avoit pas lieu 
non plus de s'alarmer en apprenant ces Preparatifs, 
puifque par la m£me Fregat^ (la Nayade) qui em 
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apporta la nouvelle, il cd arriv^ pIuHeurs Lettresr 

anon9anc d'une Maniere uniforme et pofitive le 

veritable Objet de ces pretendus Armemens. J*ea 

parlai moimeme a V. £• dans ma Conference du 

24 et j'eus THonneur de vous prefencer le 26 

Septembre M. Brickdale Lieutenant Colonel du 

Regiment de Hibernia qui montra a V. £• deux 

Lettres qu'il avoit refues de fon Colonel en Date du 

5 et II de Septembre. Ces Lettres, datees du 

Ferrol, ecritcs par le Commandant d'un Corps qui 

s*7 trouvoit en Gamifon, et remplies des Details 

r€lacifs a la Deftination des Troupes, done fon Re* 

giment m^e devoit faire partie, etoient des te*- 

moignages irrecufables et bien propres a eflfaoer 

jufqu' au moindre doute> Mais ce n'eft pas tout ; 

s'il falloit encore de nouvelles donnees pour raf- 

furer le Gouyemement Britannique, les avis fub- 

fequens arrives du Ferrol en Date du 18 Septem* 

bre durent mettre le Comble a la Convidionde 

V. E. par Rapport aux Intentions enti^rement 

pacifiques de ma Cour, attendu qu'a cette Epoque 

fa Majefte avoit deja ordonne la Sufpenfion de 

tout Preparatif, et TEnvoi par terre des Troupes 

deftinees i retablir la Tranquillite en Bifcaie. 

D'apres cela comment fe peut-il que M, Frcre> 
dans fa Note du 27 Septembre n^ait pas heiicc a 
qualifier " d'Aggrcffion hoftile*' un Armament (s*il 
e(l permis de Tappeler ainfi) qui avoit cefie depuis 
plufieurs Jours, et. qui par la Notoriete de fon 
But n'auroit ete fufceptible, dans aucun Gas, 
d'une Qualificatioa fi extraordinaire ? Comment: 

a.t4F 
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a-t»Il p^ prefenter fous des Couleurs aufli defavor- 
ables qu'Injurieufes au Roi une Mefure non moin« 
ecrangere aux Interets de TAngleterre, qu'indif. 
penfabie pour ie Maintisn de TOrdre dans une 
Province de I'Efpagne ? Comment a*t-il pH croire 
necefl^e d'appelcr TAttentiou du Gourernement 
£fpagaol fur les ^' Confequenci^s fcrieufes qui de 
voient refuUer '' de fa Reponfe, d^ peur que celui*d 
ne '' plongeat inutilemenc r£i]pagne dans une 
^* Guerre ruincufe ?'* 

Qu'il y a loin du Ton, d*Amertume et de 
Menace qui perce dans route la Lettre de M. Frere 
au Langage plein de Dignite, de bonne Foi, de 
Moderation et de Franchife qui regne dans la Note 
du Miniflere de Madrid. Fort de la Purete des 
Vues qui ont toujours guide TEfprit du Roi, Im 
Minift^re Efpagnol dans fa Reponfe fe contente 
d'aflfurer ^' que fa Majede n'a jamais penf^ a man- 
'^ quer aux Engagemens qu'elle a pris avec le 
** Gouvernement Britannique, que Ton obfervera 
*^ ainfi qu'on I'a fait jufqu' a prefent toute Cef- 
*^ fation d- Armement contre la Oraode Bretagne, 
*^ et que tout ce qui feroit parvenu a la Connoiifapce 
^* de M. Frere contre une telle Affurance, eft 
^' abfolument denue de Fondement et injurieux 
*' a ia Reputation dont Ie Gouvernement Efpagaol 
« jouitajufte Titre." 

Cette Reponfe que n'ont aucunemcnt dementi lej^ 
Renfeignemens re9us par le Miniflere Britannique 
relativement au pietcndu Armement, etant parfaitc- 
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pjcnt d* Accord ayec la Conduitc iople ct confer 

cj[uente que ma Cour a conftamment fuivie depui$ 

la Rupture entre I'Angctcrre et la France, doit 

raflurcr leGouvernement'Britannique fur les Sen* 

timens paciBques que fa Majede n^a jamais cefic 

d*entretenir a I'Egard de TAngleterre. IKaiHeurs 

le RoJ tient trop i coeur le bien-etre de fpn Peuple, 

il attache trop de Prix a fes Devoirs envets les 

autres Souvefains pour qu*au Sein de la Paix, aa 

m^pris des Traites et en depic des Pronfieflfes le$ 

plus authentiques et folennelles, il fe fut engag^f 

jdans uneDemarche qui en attirant fur fes Royaumes 

le plus terrible des Fleauz, porteroit un coup mpr- 

tel a fa renpmm^e et lui raviroit la PoCrflions d'an 

bien que fa Majefl:^ eftime par deflus tout, Ic 

^emoignage de fa Confcience. 

Je profite de cette Occafion, &c, 

(Signe) 
Le Chev. D'ANDREAGE. 



,(Tr5tnflation of No. 46.) 

My Lord, Portland JPIacc, 4th November 1804. 

IMMEDIATELY after the Receipt of Difpatches 
from my Court the Pay before Yefterday, I cal- 
led at the Office for Foreigij Affa.irs requefting an 
Jnteryiew with your Excellency. Having learnt 
from Mr. Hammond that you were unwell, but not- 
jirithflanding ready to fee me in cafe I (hould abfo- 
Jutely require if, I judged it would be indifcreet to 
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mtrude upon you, and contented myfclf with men^ 
tioning to Mr. Hammond the Subje6t of the Con« 
verfation I wifhed to have with your Excellency^ 
requefting him at the lame Time to induce your 
Lordihip to grant me an Audience as foon at 
poifibie. In the mean Time I haflen to inform you, 
that I have received by the laft Packet from Lilbon 
Copy of Mr. Frere's Note of the ayth September» 
and of the Anfwer of my Court thereto. 

I cannot conceal from your Excellency the Sur« 
prife which the Pcrufal of Mr. Frere's Lietter has 
occafioned me, when compared with the ftriking 
Contraftdifplayedin the noble, frank, and moderate 
Style and Tone held by the Spanifli Minifter. Mr. 
Frere in too eafily taking forgranted a Fa£t of which 
he fliould previouily have afcertained the Exig- 
ence and the precife Nature^ protefls againft a 
Naval Armament preparing at Ferrol. Mr, l*Verc 
-has been led into an Error when he gave Credit 
to fuch an Armament, iincc none exifts of a Na- 
ture to juftify the Complaints which he has broughjt 
forward in his Letter. 

If in the Beginning of September the King my 
Mafter ihouglrt proper to give Orders for fome 
Ships of War to fail for Bifcay, in order to tran- 
fport Troops thit^ier, His Majcfty was unfortunately 
but too well juftified by the Troubles which had 
Juft broken out there in taking that Step. Mr. Frere 
<:ouId not be ignorant of this Circumftance, and 
j:qnfcquently ought never to have attributed fuch 
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odious Intentions to Preparations the DeftiaiatioQ 
of which it was fo eafy to difcover. 

Neither had the Briti(h Coyeirnn^ent any Ground 
for Alarm in hearing of thefe Preparations^ fince 
the Naiady the Frigate which brought the Account! 
of thefe pretended Armaments, brought alfo feireral 
Letters, announcing, in a pof^ive and uniform 
Manner, the real Objed of them, I mentioned 
them myfelf to your Excellency in my Conference 
of the 24th September, and on the 26th I bad 
the Honour of prefenting Mr. Brickdale, Lieutep> 
nant Colonel of the Regiment of ]B[ibernia^ who 
ihe^ed your Excellency two Letters which he had 
received from his Colonel, dated 5th and iich 
/September* Thefe Letters, dated from Ferrol, 
.written by the Commander of a Qorps in Garrifoa 
fhtsty and filled with Details rcfpefting the Defti- 
nation of the Troops, of which his own Regi- 
pient iifelf was to form a Part, were convincing 
Teftimonies, and well calculated to remove the 
jShadow of a Doubt. But this is not all : If it 
were neceffary to furnifh other Data in order to 
•re-eftablifli Confidence in the Britifli Government, 
fubfequent Advices from Ferrol of the 1 8th Septem- 
ber muft have completely convinced your Excel- 
lency of the entirely pacific Intentions of my Court ; 
inafmuch as at that Moment his Majefty had 
aiftually ordered every Preparation to be fufperided, 
and the Troops deftined to re-cftablifli Tranquillity 
fp Bifcay to be fen t by Land. 
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After this, how is it poflible that Mr. Frere, i^ 
his Note of the 27th September, h^s not hefitated 
to treat as ^' an hoijkile Aggreilioni" an Armament 
(if it can be fo called) which had ceaf$d for feve* 
ral Days, and which by the Notoriety of its Deiti- 
nation could AOt have merited, under any Cafe, 
fo extraordinary a Denomination ? How could he 
reprefent to the King in fuch un&vourable and 
unjufl: Colours a Meafure not lefs foreign to the 
[nterefls of England than indifpenfable for the 
Support of Order in a Province of Spain ? How 
could he think it necelTary to call the Attention 
of the Spanifh Government " to the fcrious Con- 
" fequences which muft refult from their Anfwer, 
^^ left they (hould plunge Spain unnecelTarily into 
" a ruinous War ?*' 

How different from the Tone of bitter Menace 
9vhich pervades the Whole of Mr. Frere's Letter is 
the Language^ full of Dignity and good Faith, of 
{ifoderation and of Franknefs, in which the Note 
of the Spanifli Miniftry is expreffed ; ftrong in 
the Purity of the Views with which the King's 
Mind has been ever guided, the Spanifli Miniftry 
'n their Anfwer content themfelv^es with the Af- 
urance " That his Majefly never entertained an 
'• idea' of being wanting to his Engagements with 
* the Britifti Government ; that they would con- 
'* ninue, as they had hitherto done, to prevent any 
'* Armament being fitted out againft Great Britain ; 
^* and that every Report which might have reached 
" Mr. Frere contrary to fuch Affurance is abfolutety 
F* ypid of Foundation, and injurious to the Reputa- 

" tion 
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•* tion which the Spanifli Government fo juftly 
*' poflefles." 

Thi$ Anfwer, which is in no Degree contradided 
by the Information received by the Britilh Mioiftry 
relative to the pretended Armament, being per- 
fe£tly confonant with the loyal and fyftematic Con« 
duEt which my Court has invariably followed fince 
the Rupture between Great Britain and France, 
ought to infpire the Britifli Government with Con- 
fidence as to the pacific Sentiments which his 
Majefty has never ceafed to cheri/h with regard to 
England. Moreover, the King has the Welfare of 
his People too much at Heart ; he attaches too 
much Intereft to what he owes to other Soverdgm^ 
to permit him, in the Midft of Peace, fettingTreatiei 
at Defiance, and in Oppofition to his mod: folemn 
and facred Proraifes, to venture on a Step which 
would draw down on his Kingdoms the raoft cruel 
of all Scourges, would deal a deadly Blow againfl: 
his Fame, and tear from him that Treafure which 
his Majefty values beyond aji others, the Tcfti* 
mony of his Confcience, 

I embrace this Opportunity to renew to your 
Excellency the Aflurance of the Iiigh Confideratioa 
mth >vhich J havfi the Honour to be. 

My Lord, 
Your Excellency's moft obedient 
humble Servant, 
(Signed) The Chevalier d'ANDUAQvl 
jHis Excellency My Lord Harrowby, 

Principal Secretary of State for 

Fpreign AffairS;. 

No. 4- 
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pifpatch from B. Frere 5fquirc to Lord 
Harrowby, dated Madrid, 3 th November 
1804- 

My Lord, 

« HAVE the Honour to inclofe a Copy and Tran<^ 

* flation of Mr. Cevallos' Anfwer to my Note of 

the 26th, which was delivered to me on the Mom* 

]ng of the 3:Oth. Your Lord(hip will find, that 

neither this Note, nor the Paper which it in- 

clofed, and which is a Copy of Mr. Cevallos' In- 

/irudions to Mr. Anduaga, contain any Satisfa£tion 

)vhatever upon the two principal Points, viz. a Sti- 

puladon to abftain from all Naval Preparation ; and 

aDiipolition to enter upon fome fuller Explanation 

of thdr pecuniary Engagements with France. On 

the contrary, Mr. C<2vallos obferves to Mr. Anduaga, 

that the Explanations which have been given upon 

the latter Point are fuflScient, if the Complaints of 

England are made with good Faith ; and through- 

put both Papers there is a Tone of Irritation, which 

^ews a Difpofition far from conciliatory. Under 

4thefe Circumftances I have thought that my In- 

ttruflions left me no Choice, but to repeat diftinftly 

xny former Propofals, and at the fame Time to 

f^emand my Paffports, if they were not acceded to- 

*3rhis I accordingly did, without the Icaft Delay in 

tthe Note, of which the Inclofed is a Copy ; and 

jbaving obferved that Mr. Cev alios aSeS:ed to 

attach 
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attach the highed Importance to a flight and, I am 
perfuaded, accidental Variation between the Con- 
ditions which I was inflru&ed to demand, and 
the Convention before agreed to, I truft that I fhali 
not be thought to have taken too much upon my- 
felf in venturing to make the Alteration necefiary 
for reconciling them. Having delivered this Note, 
I returned to Madrid to finifli my Preparations for 
difpatching the Meflenger, and expe&ing in the 
Interval to receive Mr, Cevallos' Rep ly* After 
having waited in vain till the 2d, I determined 
to write again to him, to prefs him for an Aofwer, 
and accordingly fent the Note, No. 5. by Courier, 
who returned the next Day, (the 3d), bringing me 
Mr. Cevallos' Note, ^f which I inclofe a Copy and 
Tranflation, and in which, after a very formal Iii» 
trodu£lion, and much Parade of Precifion in the 
Terms of his Anfwer, he leaves the two principal 
Queftions e3:a£lly in the fame State as before. I, 
therefore, on the fjjme Day returned a fliort Note, 
repeating my Demand for Paflports, of which no 
Notice having been taken, on the Evening of the 
5th, I determined once more to fend the Meflenger 
down to the ^fcurial with a ftill more preffing Re- 
newal of my Appliisation j and after having beca 
delayed upwards of two Days, he returned this 
Morning, bringing me my Paflports, which were 
accompanied by the inclofed Note (No. 10 ) la 
confequence of this, I propofe to leave Madrid on 
jhe Day after Tomorrow, and Mr. Hunter will 

foUow 
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follow me as Toon as he conveniently can. I am 

unwilling to delay the Meflfenger a Moment longer 
than is neceilary for making your Lordihip ac- 
quainted with the final Determination of the SpanUh 
Government; but I cannot help exprcfllng my 
Confidence, that His Majefty's Government will not 
fee, in the Courfe of this Negotiation, any Found- 
ation for the Charge of Precipitation, which is 
brought againft me by Mr. Cevallos. If I have 
any Apprehenfion, it is left my Hopes that a more 
deliberate Refle£Uon upon the fatal Conftquences 
of a Rupture, and a due Senfe of the Moderation 
of the Propofals made by His Majefty with a View 
of avoiding fuch an Extremity^ would induce this 
Government to admit my Demands, (hould have 
led me to be lefs decided than the urgent Terms of 
my Inftrudions will ftridlly juflify. 

I have the Honour to be, &c. &c. 

(Signed) B. FRERE, 
The Right Honourable Lord Harrowby, 
&c. &c. &c. 



(Firft Inclofure referred to in No. aj.) 
Tranflation of a Note from Don Pedro 
Cevallos to B. Frere Efquire, dated San 
Lorenzo, 29th Oftober 1804. 

Sir, 
j\ S foon as you knew that Preparations were 

making at Ferrol for the Tranfport of Troops, 
ignorant, without doubt, of their Deftination, you 

fent 
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fent a Note to me, ezprefling the ikpprehenfion* ■ 
which this Occurrence infpired, and demanding ' 
from me an Explanation of the Intentions of Spain. 
I gave you fuch as the Circumftances permitted, 
and fully fafEcient to tranquillize your Apprehen^ 
fions, affuring you that His Majetly had no Ideas 
that could offend the Harmony and confEanC 
Friend (hip offered to His Britannic Majcflty. 

Nothing was more natural than that the Bricifd 
Cabinet fbould have waited the Refult of the Re- 
prefentations made by its Miniftey to the King, 
my Matter, difregarding in the mean Time all 
Advices which were not authentic, and paying 
this Deference to the trie4 good Faith of the 
Spanifh Cabinet. Unhappily it has not been fo ; . 
for, without other than mercantile Advices, whicli 
are generally fiibricated through Intereft^ the 
Englifti Government has formed its Complaonrs, 
laying down, as certain, the Fa£t of an Armament, 
and ftyling it hoftile, whereas its ObjeQ: was not 
fo, neither, as it was, did it take Effeflt. 

Notwithftanding that I had tranquillized the 
Apprchenfions which you fhewed that this Arma- 
ment caufed in you, His Majefty having learnt 
from the Conference which I had with you, that 
the Court of London being ill informed, raifed 
Complaints which are as ill founded as they arc 
unconformable to the true Defigns of Spain, by 
His Royal Order, I have fent to Don Jofeph D'An- 
duaga, his Minifter at that Court, the propier In- 

ftruftions. 
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flru&ions, with a View to difTipate the Apprehen-* 

iions of Great Britaun, and declaring the true 

Limits of the Engagements of Spain in Favour of 

France, and likewife in Favour of England^ as 

you will fee by the Copy which I have the Honour J 

to inclofe. 

By its Contents you will be undeceived, in 
finding that Spain has not given the Subiidies to 

France with a View to gain Time, and of waiting 
for an Opportunity of difplaying a Syftem more 
analogous to her Wifhes, as you have permitted 
yourfelf to aflert ; it being difficult to' conceive how 
you can aflbciate the Idea of momentary Subfidies, 
and fuch as are fumi/hed purely in £xpe£btion, 
with the Knowledge and Aifurance of there having 
been concluded a Treaty of Subfidies between 
Spain and France, equivalent to the Naval and 
Military Succours determined by the Alliance of the 
two Nations, for the Cafe of the prefcnt War. 

England agreed to the Neutrality of Spain, 
upon Condition that fhe fhould ceafe her Arma- 
ments, which fhould remain in the Sts^te in which 
they were at the Time of the Convention ; and 
notwithftanding its fpecified Terms and religious 
Obfervance of it by the Spanifli Government, 
you claim that the Armaments fhould be reduced 
in the Ports of this Kingdom to the State io which 
they were before the Beginning of Hoftilities 
between England and France. The K^ing cannot 
but fee in this Demand a notorious Infraction of 
the Conveution of Neutrality propofed by England 

herfelf. 
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herfelf, and in this View he orders me to dire£l! 
his Atinifter in London to proteft againft a Pre- 
tenfion* which is the more unfeafonable, inafmuch 
as the Apprehensions are greater of a DePire on the 
Part of England to alter the ftipulated Relations 
between herfelf and Spsun. 

It is a Meafure not lefs infraQory which yon tell 
me your Government have taken, in order that 
the Commander of the Fleet before Ferrol fiiould 
prevent the failing of the Spanifh Ships of War 
which are in that Port, and the Entrance of others 
of the lame Defaiption. This Meafure, belides 
being nugatory (fuppofing the good Faith of 
Spain), is ofienfive to her Honour and Dignity, 
and truly hoftile* In ^hich View, I communicate 
to the King's Minifter an Order to proteft againft 
it> and to exa6l from the Englifli Cabinet dear 
and precife Explanations concerning her Ideas with 
regard to Spain^ whofe Neutrality is abfolutely 
unproductive, if (he is to continue in the uncert^n, 
agitated, and equivocal State in which (he has 
hitherto been. 

(Signed) PEDRO CEVALLOS. 

The Charge d'Affaires of His 
Britannic Majefty. 



(Second 
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(Second Inclofure referred to in No. 47.) 

Tranllation of a Note from Don Pedro 

Cevallos to Don Jofeph de Anduaga, 

dated San Lorenzo, 26th October 1804. 

Sir, 

nnHE Affurances which England has receive4 

from Spain upon her Exadnefs in fulfilHng 

the ftipulated Neutrjihty, and the good Faith which 

is as it were charaderiftic of the Spani{h Cabinet, 

ought to have infpired the Britilh Cabinet with 

more Circumfpeftion, fo as not to give Credit to 

the unauthentic News of Armaments in Cadi:; 

and Ferrol. Spain obliged herfclf to ceafe her 

arming, and fhe has fulfilled it, fince the Two or 

Three Veflels which fhe thought to deftine to 

the Coaft of Bifcay were armed before the Epoch 

of the agreed Ceflation of Armaments. 

The Idea of this Agreement was to aflure Great 

Britain, that Spain, under the Colour of Neutrality, 

ihould not arm her Ships to unite them to thofe 

of France when it might fuit that Power. To 

wifli by this Agreement that Spain fliould not arm 

even when Ihe fees herfelf offended by any Power, 

or when the Tranquillity of the State requires it^ 

is to ftrain the Letter and Spirit of the Treaty, 

^nd to difregard the invariable Principles which 

declare and explain Treaties between Sovereigns. 

In fuch a Cafe the Lot of a neutral Power, con^ 

JJdered ujitil no^ ^s the moft advantageous, 
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l^ranknefs ; and that^ in like Manner, as We havd 
ptotefted that we will maintain our pacific Relations 
with England, fo alfo fhe fhould confirm to us 
clearly and definitively that her Views are equally 
p^icific, and the more fo, when fhe has feen that 
we have not iiifringed any of the Conditions of 
the Neutrality agreed on. 

AH which, by Royal Order, I transfer to the 
Kotice of your Excellency for your Information, 
and the correfpondent Ufe in your Conferences^ 
and Converfations with that Miniftry. 

(Signed) PEDRO CEYAIX06. 

Don Jofeph de Anduaga^ 
&c. &c. &c. 
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(Third Inclofure referred to in No. 47.) , 

Monfieur, Efcorialji ce 30 Oftobrc 1804. 

J^AI eu rHonncur de recevoir laNote de votrc 
Excellence en Date d'Hier renfermant la Copic 
d*une Lectre a M. d*Anduaga, dans lefquelles jc 
ne vois aucunc Efperance,. qui pent juflifier la Pro- 
longation de ma Refidence ici ; et je me bornerois^ 
en conf(£quence, a Aiivre les Ordres de ma Ccnrf 
en demandant mes Pai&ports fi je ne croyois pas 
devoir d'abord remarquer qirclques faufTcs Concep- 
tions que votre Excellence s^eft formee fur la 
Nature des Relations qui fubfifleht entre PAn* 
gleterre et TEfpagne ; apres quoi il ne me fera pal 
difficile de repoufTer la Charge de PrecipitatioHj 

que 
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que votre Excellence a jct^e fur la Conduite recento 
ide mon Gouvernement. 

Votre Excellence parle de la Neutralite de l*Ef« 
pagne, et raifonne laMJeflfus comme fi c'£toic une 
Chofe con venue entie les deux Puiflances tandis 
que Don feulement dans les Prppofitions faites par 
|e Miniftre de Sa Majeft^ Britannique dan$ fa Note 
du 1 8 Fev^ mais dans toute fa Correfpondance il 
n'en a jamais €i6 (^edion. Sa Majeft^ Britannique 
en effet a annonv e i I'Efpagne leg Conditions 
fans lefqueiles il lui ctoit abfolument impoffible de 
continuer plus long- terns le Sifleme de Menage- 
mens qu'elle avoit fuivi jufqu'alors, mais jamais 
elle ne lui a prefente r£fp6rance d'une Neutrality 
done des Traitcs mSme avec fes F.finemis la ren- 
doient incapable. L'Efpagne a €i6 mife fur fon 
veritable pied, c*eft a dire, fur celui d'une Puiffance 
avec laquelle il y avoit une Sufpenfion d'Hoftilites ; 
et la Convention conclue dans ce fens a eu pour 
Objet non feulement, comme dit votre Excellence, 
de Temp^cher d'armer fes Vaiffeaux et de les unir 
a la France, mais aufli de fe mettre dans un 
meilleur Etat offenfif ou defenfif vis-a-vis TAngie- 
terre que celui od elle fe trouvoit au Commence* 
ment des Hoftilites, Ec comment pourroit Elle 
s'attcndre a fe voir rapprocher plus etroitement 
pendant que fes Engagemefts avec fes Ennemis, et 
les Sommes qu'elle leur founiiffoit reftoient on 
Miftere pour T Angleterre ? II eft vrai que Sa Ma- 
jeft6 Britannique a re^u des Affurances vagues fur 

0^3 le 
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ie montant de ces Sommes, mais ces Aflurances ni 
fuffifent pas pour la mettre i mSme de decidef 
fur la Nature des Relations permanentes qui 
doivent fubfifter tntr'elle etSa Majefte Catholiquei 
furtout quand fl ces AfTurances lotit exaftes il ne 
i'efte auciine Raifon pour refufer la Communication 
du Traite, puifque votre Excellence ra-a aflur6 qu'il 
toe contient aucune Stipulation hoftile a I'Angleterre; 
J*ai eu I'Honneur de dire k votre Excellence 
que rien n'auroit engage Sa Majcftc a perfifter 
dans fon Sifteme de Moderation, fi non 3a propre 
Bienviellance appuyee par une Difpofition de croire 
aux Aflurances du Gouvernment Efpagnol que 
les Paiemens fournis a la Fl-ance ne fe faiibient 
qu' avec I'lntention de gagner du Terns jufqu'a ce 
que les Circondances Ie mettiroient a.meme de fuivre 
un Syfleme plus d'accprd atec fes Vues et avec fM 
Int6rets. Votre Excellence paroit ne pas com- 
prendred'ouj'ai pu tirer cctte Affcrtion, et quoiqqe 
j*aurois cru lui ei^ avoir aflez clairement defigne In. 
Source, pour m'exculper de l^Imputation de I'avoir 
imagine moi meme, je dois lui dire que fon Excel- 
lence Ie Prince de la Paix, toutes les Fois qu'il 
^toit Queftion de payer des Su|)fides a la France, 
donnoit de pareilles AiTurances au Miniftre de 
Sa Majefle Britannique : II paroit depuis conflate 
que les Aflurance§ de fqn Excellence n'etoient 
pas celles de fon GQuvernement, dont on ne pent 
pas done les reclamer; mais cet Eclairciflement 
fera fans Doute un Changement eiTentiel dans les 
|ddes de mon Gouvernemenc k TEgard des Projefs 

ultericurs 
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aiterieurs de I'Efpagne, qu'il doit rcgar3er dorc- 
navant comme li6e irrevocablement a ia France 
pendant toute la Guerre par un Trait6 de Subfides 
dont elle ne veut pas avouer les Stipulations. 

Dans cet etac d'Inquietude qui eft la Suite 
naturelle du Silence obferv6 par I'Efpagne fur fcs 
Engagemens avec I'Ennemi, Sa Majeftd Bfitannique 
ayant re^u de fon Amiral devant Ferrol la Nouvelle 
smthentique d'un Armement qui fe preparoit dans 
ce Port, n'<5toit nullement appellee i attendre les 
Explications que TEfpagne viendroit lui en offrir, 
St qui n'ont jamais etc ofibrtes ; il fuiEt pour juftiiier 
les Mefures qu' Elle a prifes & encore des plus 
dedfives, de favoir que 1' Armement fe faifoit, & 
que les Engagemens etoient violes. 

J*ai ainfi tache de donner une Idee exa£te de la 
Nature des Relations, qui ont fubfifte entre les 
deux Fays des le Commencement des Hoftilites 
airec la France, puifque ce n'eft que dapres cette 
feulc Confideration que Ton puiffe former une jufte 
Eflimation de la Conduite aduelle des deux Gou- 
vcraemens : Et fi votre Excellence n'eft pas 
preparee a me donner PAffurance quMl ne fe fera 
pas dans les Ports d'Efpagne Armement quelcon- 
quoj que les Vaiffeaux de Guerre feront mis 
dans I'Etat ou il fe trouvoient a la Conclufion de 
U Convention avec l^Angletcrre ; qu*il ne fe fera 
^ucun Changement dans la Diftribution des Forces ; 
ni enfin aucun Preparatif naval ; fi en meme Tems 
elle n'eft pas prete a donner a mon Gouyernement 
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la Satisfaf^Ion que j'ai eu THonneur de lui de« 
mander fur les Engagemens avec la France, je 
dok regarder mes Affaires ici comme termini^es^ 
ic il . ne me rede que le Devoir penible de priet 
YOtre Excellence de m'envoyer les Pafleponts ne- 
ccfTaires pour moi & mes Domeftiques pour retour« 
ner le plutot poflible en Angleterre. 

Voire Excellence fe plaint de ce que dans ina 
Kote j'ai demand^ la Redui^ion de la Marine i 
I'Etat ou elle fe trouvoit avant la Guerre, tandis 
que PEpoque defignde dans la Convention pour 
fixer TEtat ou elle devoit ecre reduite etoit cellede 
la Convention meme. II efl vrai que cette premiere 
Epoqu^ a ete nommee dans mes Inftru&iotis, mais 
reconnoifTant qu'il a ^te d^ja convenu d^une autre, 
et facbant trop bien la Loyaute de mon Gouveriie- 
ment pour croire que la Subftitutioti ait pu f&faire 
dutrement que par megard^ je n'ai pas hefit6 de 
reftituer TEpoque de la Convention ; trop heureux 
fi ce leger Changement pent lever quelque Obfta* 
cle ^ la Satisfadion de mes Demandes. 

(Signe) B. FRERE. 
A S. E. Don Pedro Cevallosi 
&c. &c. &c« 
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(Tranflation of No. 3. referred to in No. 47.) 

Sir, EfcoriaU 30th O&ober 1804* 

T HAVE had the Honor of receiving your ExceU 
lency 's Note of ycfterday*8 Date, inclofing Copy 
of a Letter to M. d'Anduaga^ in which I fee no 
Uope which can juftify the Prolongation of my 
B^efidence here ; and I ihould in confequence con-^ 
fine myfelf to follow the Orders of my Court, by 
Tiequefting my Paflports, if I did not think ic my 
Duty previouily to notice fome falfe Conceptions 
tprhich your Excellency has formed as to the Rela* 
Ij^ons which fubfift between England and Spain, 
according to which, it would not be difHculc for 
me to repel the Charge of Precipitation, which your 
Excellency has call on the recent Conduct of my 
Government. 

Your Excellency fpeaks of the Neutrality of Spain, 
9nd argues thereupon, as if it were a Circumfliance 
agreed upon between the Two Powers ; whereas no 
Mention whatever has been made of it, either in the 
Propofitions contained in His Britannick Majefly^s 
Note of the 18th of February, nor in any other Part 
gf his Correfpondence. His Britannick Majefty hat 
in fad announced to the Spanilh Government the 
Conditions without which it would be abfolutely 
jmpoffible for Him any longer to purfue that Syftem 
of Forbearance which He has hitherto followed j but 
Jle has never offered to Spain the Hope of a Neu- 
trality, which Treaties, even with His Enemies, 

rendered 
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ITenclered her incapable of enjoying. Spain has 
been placed on her proper Footing, that is to lay, 
on that of a Power with whom there was a Suf- 
pcafion of Hoftilities ; and the Agreement made 
under this Idea had for its Objeft not only, as your 
Excellency fays, to prevent the Equipment of her 
Ships of War, and their Junftion with the French 
Forces, but alfo to place herfel fin a better Pofition 
both otfenfive and defenfive with, refp^d to Eng- 
laiid, than that in which (he found herfelf at the 
Commencement of Hoftilities ; and how could (he . 
expeft to fee herfelf more clofely connefted with 
England, whilft her Engagements with its Enemies 
anjJ the Sums with which (he furnilhed them, re- 
mained a Secret to England. True it is, that His 
Britannick Majefty has received vague Affurances 
as to the Amount of thefe Sums ; but thefe Af- 
ftirances are infufficient to enable Him to decide 
upon the Nature of the permanent Relations which 
fhould fubfift between Him and His Catholick 
Majefty, efpecially as, (hould thefe Aflurances be 
cxaft, no Reafon remains to refufe the Communica- 
tion of the Treaty, fince your Excellency has a(rured 
me, that it does not contain any Stipulation hoftile 
to Great Britain, 

I haVe had the Honour to inform yourExcellencyj 
that nothing could have engaged His Majefty to 
perfevere in His Syftem of Moderation, but His 
well-known Benevolence, fupported by aDifpofition 
to give Credit to the Aflurances of the Spani(h Go- 

vernmenr, 
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♦eminent^ that the Payments furniflied to Frand^ 
were only made in the Intention of gaining Time, 
^nd till Circiimftances would enable Her to follow 
a Syftem more congenial to Her Interefls and Het 
"Wifhes. Your Excellency does not appear to com- 
prehend, whence I haVe derived this Affertion ; 
and although I fhould have fuppofed, that I had 
already pointed out its Source, fo clearly as to excul- 
pate myfelf from thelmputation of havihg fabricated 
it myfelf, I muft inform you, that His Excellency 
the Prince of Peace gave fimilarAflurances lo the 
Minifter of His Britannick Majefty, whenever 
Mention was made of the Payment of the Subfidies 
to France. It appears to be fmce afcertained, that 
the Affurances of His Excellency were not thofe df 
His Government, by which therefore it cannot be 
called upon to abide : But this Explanation will 
doubtlefs make an eifential Alteration in the Ideas 
of my Government refpeding the future Projeftc 
of Spain, which muft henceforward beconfidered as 
irrevocably conneSed with France, during the 
whole War by a Treaty of Subfidy, the Stipulations 
of which fhe will not avow. 

In this State of Inquietude, which is the natural 
Confequence of the Silence obferved by Spain as 
to its Engagements withthe Enemy, His Britannick 
Majefty, having received from His Admiral off 
Ferrol authentic Accounts of an Armament fitting 
cut in that Port, was in no wife called upon to wait 
for the Explanations that Spain might oflFer there- 
pn. and which have never been offered ; it i$ fuf5- 

II cient 
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has taken, nay ftill more declfive ones, to know 
that an Armament was fitting out^ and that the 
Engagements were violated. 

I have thus endeavoured to give an exa£l Idea of 
the Nature of the Relations which have fobflfted 
between the Two Countries from the CommoacC" 
ment of Hoftilities with France, fince it is from 
this Confideration alone, that a juft Opinion can 
be formed of the prefent Condud of the Two Go- 
vernments ; and if your Excellency is not prepared 
to give me an Aflurance, that no Armament what- 
ever fhall be carried on in the Ports of Spain ; that 

the Ships of War fiiall be put precifely in the 
Statd in which they were at the Concluiion of the 
Convention with England ; that no Alteration fhall 
take i^lace in the Diftribution of Force, nor indeed 
any Naval Preparation ; if your Excellency is not 
ready, at the fame Time, to afford my Government 
the Satisfaction which I have had the Honor to de- 
mand^ as to the Engagements with France, 1 muft 
confider my Employment here as at an End, and 
there only remains for me the painful Duty of 
l^equefting your Excellency to fend the necelTary 
Pafiports for myfelf an^ Servants, in order to re* 
turn as foon as poflibje to England. 

Yo\ir Excellency complains of my having in 
my Note demanded the Redu£i;ion of the Marine 
to the State in which it was previous to the War, 
y^hilft the Period pointed out in the Convention for 
fixing the Eftablifiiment to which it was to be re- 

ducedj 
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duced, was that of the Convention itrelf. It is tnie^ 
that this firil Period was named in my Inftrudiions $ 
but bearing m Mind that another has been already 
agreed upon, and too well convinced of the good 
iFaith of my Government to believe that the 
Subftitution could h|ive been made otherwife than 
by Miftake, I have not hefitated to reftore the 
Period of the Convexition, too happy, if this trifling 
Change can remove any Obfiacle to the Satisfaction 
of my Demands. 

I have, &c, 

B. FRERE, 

His Excellency Don Pedro Cevallos, 
&c. &c. &c. 



(Fourth Inclofure referred to in No. 47.) 

Note from B. Frere to Don Pedro Cevallos, 
dated Madrid, 2d November 1804. 

Monfieur, 
F\^Apres les Termes precis dans lefquels etoient 
con9ues les Demandes que j'eus THonneur de 
faire a votre Excellence dans ma Note du 30, et qui 
n'adiiiettoient aucune Modification, j'aurois du 
avoir deja re9ue de votre Excellence, ou une Re* 
ponfe favorable, ou les Paffeports pour mon Depart ; 
mes Inftruftions font trop preflantes pour que je 
puifle difFercr plus longtems la Repetition de mes 
Demandes, et en mcmc terns de prier votre Ex* 
cellence, fi elle ne peut pas m'en donncr la pleine 

Satisfaftion, 
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Satisfaftion, de vouloir bien ajouter aux Pafleportv 
queje luiai demandes, ceux pour Mr. Hunter etfa 
Famille, avec un Ordre au Gouverneur du Confeil 
pour, leur fournir aufli bien cju' a moi, ineme la 
Garde qui fera neccff^ire poyr nous efcortef jufqu* . 
a la Frpntiere, 

Le Courier qui porte cette Lettre attcndr^ la 
RepcHife de votre Excellence^ que j'efpere qu'cUe 
aura la Bonte de m'expedier dans le Courant de 
la Soiree. 

(Signc) B. FRERE, 

A S, E. Doa Pedro Cev^illos^ 

&c. &c. kCf 



(Tranflation of Fourth Inclofure in No. 47.) 

Sir^. — Madrid, ^d November 1^04. 

A CCORDING tp the precifi? Terms in which 
the Demands I had the Honor to make to your 
Excellency, in my Note of the 30th ult. were 
couched, and which admitted of no Modification, 
I ought already to have received from your Ex^ 
cellency, either a favorable Anfwer, or Paffports 
for my Departure ; my Inftrudtions are too preffing 
to allow me to defer any longer the Repetition of 
my Demands, and at the fame Time to requeft 
your Excellency, if you are unable to give me full 
Satisfaftion on them, to have the Goodnefs to 
fend, in addition to thofe I have already demand 
ded, Pafiports for Mr. Hunter and his Family, 
together with an Order tp the Governor ,of th^ 

(CoupciJ 
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Council to afford them as well as myfelf fuch a 
Guard as (hall be neceffary to efcort us to the 
Frontiers. 

The Meflenger who carries this Letter waits 
for your Excellency's Anfwer, which I hope you 
will have the Goodnefs to difpatch to ^me in the 
Courfe of the Evening. 

(Signed) . B. FRERE* 

To Hla Excellency Don Pedro Cevallos, 

&c. &c. &c. 



/Fifth Inclofure referred to in No. 47 ) 

Tranflation of Note from Don Pedro Cevallos 
to B. Frerc Efquire, dated S. Lorenzo, 
3d November 1804. - 

Sir, 
f HAVE received the two Notes which you were 
pleafed to addrefs to me, dated the 3Gth Odlober 
laft and the 2d Inft. and having given Account 
to the King my Mafter of their Contents, I have 
the Honour to declare to you, that Spain has 
given conftant Proofs of good Correfpondrncc 
with Great Britain, of her Fidelity in obferving 
the Treaty of N utrality, (called by you a Suf- 
penfion of Hoftilities, though they have not dif- 
; turbed the State of Peace fince the Treaty of 
Amiens), and has completely done away the Ap- 
prehenfions, which England founded upon vague 
Accounts, of Armaments which neither did exift^ 
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nor, if th^y had exifted, had any Tendency pre- 
judicial to the Tranquillity of Great Britain. 

And although thefe three Points are fatisfied 
in my Note of the 29th of OSlober' laft, ftill his 
Majefty is willing to make a frefli Sacrifice to 
Peace, carrying his royal Condefcenfion to tho 
Point which you defire, and ordering me to fsitisff 
your Queftions as I do, in the moft unequivocal 
Manner; faying, 

To the Firft. — That Spain, in confequence of 
the Treaty of Neutrality concluded the 19th 
Odlober 1803, will make no Armament contrary 
to the faid Convention. 

To the Second, — ^That there is not a greater 
Number of Ships armed than there was at the 
Epoch of the faid Convention. 

To the Third.— That no Change, infraSory 
of the Neutrality, (hall be made in the Diftribution 
of the Ships already armed ; nor is it likely that 
there fhould be any Need to change the faid Diftri- 
bution, under the Suppofition of Neutrality. 

To the Fourth.— That the Treaty of Subfidies 
with France contains nothing ofFcnfive to our 
Neutrality with Great Britain ; and that the Sub# 
fidies are equivalent to what would be the Expence 
of the naval and military Succours, ftipulated in 
the Treaty of Alliance with the French Republic. 

As my Anfwers are not lefs diftind than fatis- 
faftory, for they have been formed in no other 
Stile than that of good Faith, I think I have a frefli 
Right to be fatisfied by you in regard to the 
Mcafure taken by the Britiih Cabinet, in order that 
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:he Commaoider of its Forces before Ferrol fhould 
prevent the Entrance of the Spanifli Ships in the 
*4id Port i a Complaint which I have not had the 
Elonour to fee fiitisfied by you, as becomes a 
Meafure which carries with it Miftrufl: of. the 
Sp^niih Governm^t, and offends its Honour and 
Dignity, by (hackling the Ezercife of its domeflic 
Authority. 

. I do not believe that you will have any DIffi- 
CYilty in recognizing the Violence of which this 
Meafure of your Government partakes, when I 
obferve, by your Note of the 30th, (which did 
not reach me till after a Delay of Two Days,) that 
your good Faith and conciliatory Spirit have 
prompted you to do away the Equivocation which 
there was in the Inft ructions of your Court, 
with regard to the Epoch which is to regulate the 
Redu^on of the.Maritime Forces of Spain, making 
a due Appreciation of my Obfervations, which 
were founded in the exprefs Determination of the 
Gompa£|k of Neutrality. 

(Signed) PEDRO CEVALLOS. 
7%e Cbarg^ d' Affaires of England. 
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(Sixth Inclofure referred to in No. 47,) 
Note from B. Frere Efquire to Don Pedro 
Cevallos, dated Madrid, 3d November 
1804. 

Monfieur, 

JE viens dVoir I'Honnieur de recevoir votre 
Note d'aujourdhui, et je fuis fache de remarquer 
que fur les deux Points principaux elle eft aufli 
equivoque ec auiE peu fatisfaifante que celles qui 
J'ont precede. Votre Excellence ne me rcpond pa^ 
fi elle veut, ou non, prendre I'Engageraent qu*il ne 
fe fera pas Armement quelconque dans les Ports 
d'Efpagne; mais elle me rapporte aux Termcs 
d*une Convention fur la Force de la quelle nous ne 
fommes point d/accord j votre Excellence foutenaiit 
que I'Engagement a ne pas armer n*etoit pas 
general (comme je le demande) mais qu*il regar- 
idoit feulement des Armemens contre TAngleterre. 
Sur la Queftion des Subfides fournis a la France 
jevois auffi avec regret que je n*ai pas avance qn 
feul pas ; la Reponfe que votre Excellence me 
donne aujourdhui eft la meme qui a ct^ donnee 
aux premieres Inft^nces de mon Gouvememeat 
fur cc Sujet, et il m'eft abfolument impoffible de 
la lui tranfmetre comme fatisfaifante, ou de retircr 
la demandes de mes Paflports. 

(Signe) B. FRERE. 
A S. E. Don Pedro Cevallos, 
&:c. &c« &c. 
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(Tranflation of Sixth Inclofure in No. 4y.) 

Sir, Madrid, 3d November 1804. 

y HAVE juft had the Honour of receiving your 

Uotc of this Day, and I am concerned to remark, 
that upon the Two principal Points it is as equivo- 
cal and as little fatisfaftory as thofe which preceded 
it. Your Excellency gives me no Anfwer whether 
you will or not enter into an Engagement that no 
Armament whatever (hall be fitted out in theSpanifh 
Ports, referring me only to the Terms of a Convene 
lion, upon the Force of which we are by no Means 
agreed, your Excellency-maintaining that the En- 
gagement riot to arm was not a general one, (which 
I require), but that it merely referred to Armaments 
agaioft Great Britain. I fee alfo with Regret that 
J liave nol advanced a (ingle Step on the Queftion 
of the Sub(idies granted to France. The Aniwer 
which your Excellency now gives me is the fame 
which wa3 returned to the (irft Reprefentations of 
my Government on this Point, and it is abfolutely 
impo(fibIe for me to tranfmit it as fatisfa£lory, or to 
withdraw my Requeft for PalTports. 

(Signed) B. FRERE. 

{lis Excellency Don Pedro Cevallos, 
jScc. &c. &c. 
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(Seventh Inclofure in No. 47.) 

Note from B. Frcre Efquire, to Don Pedro 
Ccvallos, dated 5th November 1 804 

Monfieur, Madrid, ce 5 November 1 804. 
xtOYANT par la Note de votre Excellence en 
Date du 3* qu'elle n*avoitrien . de (atisfaifant a 
m'oSrir fur les Demandes que je lui avoi$ faites 
au Nom de mon Gouvemement, je Tai prie de 
nouveau ce Jour la meme de m'envoyer les Pafle- 
perts neceffaires pour mon Depart. U devient 
enfin abfolument indifpenfable de mettre un Terme 
i, I'Incertitude de mon Gouvernement fur le Succes 
de mes Efforts ; et ces Delais, qui d'abord paroif- 
jbient indiquer une Difpofition plus favorable et me 
prometter la Satisfaction de ce que je demandois, 
jie peuvent plus etre regardes fous ce m£me Point 
(de Vue. Je dois done protefter de la Maniere la 
plus formelle contre cette Conduite de la Part du 
Cabinet Efpagnol, et en meme Terns annoncer a 
yotre Excellence mon Affurance que Sa Majeftc 
Catholique ne veut pas que je fois reduit a TiVlter- 
natif tres extraordinaire, ou de partir fansPafleports, 
ou de reiler a Madrid, mes Fon^ions etant finies, 
" comme je les regarde des que je ne re9eive la pleine 
Satisfadlion des Demandes de mon Gouvernement. 

(Signe) B. FRERE- 
P, S. Le Courier qui porte cette Lettre a 
mes Ordres pour attendre ceux de votre 
Excellence 
A S. Et Don Pedro Cevallos, 
&c* &c. &c, 

(Tranflatiott 
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(Tranfladdn of Seventh Inclofure in No. 47.) 

Sir, Madrid, 5th Novexnber 1804. 

pERCEIVING, by your Excellency's Note of 
the 3d Inftant, that you had nothing fatisfac* 
tory to ofTer to me on the Demands which I had 
made to you in the Name of my Govemmenty I 
requefled you anew, on that very Day, to fend 
Ine the Paflports neceflary for my Departure. It 
becomes at tail abfolutely indifpenfable to put an 
End to the Uncertainty of my Government on the 
Succefs of my Efforts ; and thefe Delays, which at 
firft appeared to indicate a more favourable Difpoii* 
tion, and to prom-fe me that Satisfadion which I 
demanded, cinnot now be regarded in this Light. 
I muft therefore protefl;, in the mod formal 
Manner, agaiafl: this Condud on the Part of the 
Spani(h Cabinet ; and, at the fame Time, announce 
to your Excellency my Belief that his Catholic 
Majefty does not wi(h I fhould be reduced to the 
very extraordinary Alternative, either of departing 
without Paijports, or of remaining at Madrid, my 
Fun£tions being at an End ; for I mud confider 
them as fuch» when I do not receive full Satisfadion 
to the Dehiands of my Government. . 

(Signed) B. FRERE. 

P. S. — The Meffenger who carries this Letter 
has my Orders to wait for thofe of y ourExcellency. 
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(Eighth Inclofure referred to in No. 47.) 

Tranflation of a Note from Hon Pedro 
Cevallos to B. Frere, Efquire, dated St. 
Lorenzo^ 7th November 1804. 
Sir, 
U[IS Catholic Majefly has feen with Concernr^ 
by your Note of the 5th, the violent Deter- 
mination which you have taken to break the 
T bread of the FimfUons of your Miffion, by de- 
parting as foon as you receive the Paflfport, which 
you have afked for that Puipofe. Ifis Majeffy 
cannot deny you the Faflfports, which he ordered 
me to expedite immediately, and I inclofe them for 
yourfelf and Family, and for that of Mr. Hunter^ 
the Conful-Gcneral, and the Order necefiary for 
the Efcort which you afked for ; but, at the lame 
Time, I have to fay to you, by his Royal^Order, 
that this Government not having given the flighted 
Motive for your Refolution, bur, on the contrary^ 
every Explanation which is fuitable to the State 
of our Connexion with Great Britain, he cannot 
but look upon you as refponfible for the Refult 
your precipitate Refolution. 

(Signed) PEDRO CEVALLOS. 

The Charge d' Affaires of England. 
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No. 48. 

Copy 9f a Letter from the Chevalier d'An-i 
duaga to Lord Harrowby, dated Portland 
Places nth November iSo4. 
Milordi 
l^OTRE Excellence aura dcji appris fans Doiittf 
TArrivce ^ Portfmouth d'une Fregate de' 
Glierre Efpagnole nommife la Mathilde, qui a iic 
detenue le 2^ Odobre, et atnen6e le 8 du Courant 
dans le fvifdit Port par la Medufe. Les Gircon- 
ftances de cctte houvelle D^tentidn, dont j'ai 
ete inftruit par le Rapport du Capitaine EfpagnoU 
He ' font que rendre plus odfeux les £6fbts de 
rOfdte emane du Gouvernement Bruannique, 
qui ya donne lieu. 

I^rtie le 2^ 0£tobfe de Cadix avec toute la 
S€curite que devoient infpirer les Rapports en- 
tieremenit pacifiques qu'on y fuppofoit exifter 
€3ic6re entre TEfpagne et I'Angleterre, la Fregate 
Efpagnole rencontra le lendemain le Donegal de 
84 Canons, et la Medufe de 44. Cette demiere, 
at>res ^voir tire un Coup de Canon, auquel la 
Mathilde repondit comme de Coutume, ne fit pas 
e moindre Scrupule de lui licher toute une Bordee. 
Le Capitaine Efpagnol ctonnc d'un pareil Proccde 
s'en plaignit au Commandant du Donnegah lequel 
lui ayant fait quelques Queftions fur le Point de 
fon Depart, fur le Nombre dcs Malades qu*il y 
avoit a bord de la Fregate, le pria de lui envoyer 
une Chaloupe. Le Capitaine Efpagnol lui envoya 
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en Effet la Chaloupe avec un OfEcier de Marine 
qui parle TAngloiSi et le chargea de porter au 
Commandant Britannique I'Expreilion de tons les 
Sentimens qui font naturels en pareils Cas entre 
des OfGciers appartenant a deux Gouvernembns 
amis. Voyant que Ton faifoit attendre trop long 
Tems r OfEcier Efpagnolj le Capitaine de la Ma* 

thilde pria le Commandant Anglois de le lui 
renvoyer auilitot que poffible, pour qu'il fflt ea 
£tat de continuer fon Voyage. Sur cela le Com- 
mandant lui repondit, qu'il etoit occupe a ecrire 
une Lettre qui lui fut envoy ee bient6t apres* 
Cette Lettre ecrite en Anglois portoit ea Subftance, 
que les Differens furvenus entre les deux Cours 
ayant oblige celle de Londres a ordonner la 10e- 
tention de tout Batiment de Guerre Efpagnolt 
lui, le Commandant fe voyoit dans la Neceflite ' 
d'arreter la Mathilde, et fommoit le Capitaine de , 
fe rendre fans faire aucune Refiftance, et dans I'Ef- 
pace de cinq Minutes, " s'il ne vouloit pas 6tre 
" coule has.** Le Capitaine Efpagnol n'entcn- 
dant pas TAnglois, chargea TOfEcier meme qui 
avoit ete lePorteur de cette Lettre, de lui en 
expliquer le Sujet, mais quelle fut fa Surprife, 
lorfque le Vaiffeau et la Fregate commencerent a 
faire feu fur la Mathilde avant aue le fufdit OflBlcier 
put s'informer du contenu de la Lettre. Le Capi- 
taine Efpagnol fe defendit avec Courage contrc 
cette Attaque imprcvue, et ne fe rendit a une Su- 
perioritc de Forces fi prodigieufc, qu'apres une 
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R^fiftance atilli honorable qu'inutile, cfui acoat^ 
la Vie a deux Indiyidus de fon Equipage, pluiieurs 
ftutres ayant etc bleflcs. 

Je m'abftiendrai de faire des Reflexions fur la 
Maniere dont le Commandant Anglois s^ed con- 
duit dsms une pareille Circonftance. Des Procede^ 
ie cette Nature ne peuvent que deflionorcr ceux 
qui s'en rendenc coupablcs ; ils bleffent trop ouverte-: 
ment les^ Loix de THonneur, pour ne pas exciter 
rtndignation dans toute ame douee des nobles Sen- 
timens qu* il infpire. 

Mais jc crois de mon Devoir d'obferver a votre 
Excellence^ que cette nouvelle Violation du Droit 
des Gens n*eft propre qu* a augmenter les Doutey 
que Icmalheureux Evcnement du 5 Octobre aura? 
ne^effidrement fait naitre dans TEfprit du Roi fur 
ks Sentimens du Minift^rc Britannique a fon 
Egard, en mcme Terns qu* elle convaincra Sa Ma- 
jefte de I'Inutilite des Efforts qu' ellc a faits poui' 
maintenir fes Relations amicales avec I'Aiigleterre. 

Que le Gouvcrnement Britannique eut etc 
alarme^ en apprenant la premiere Nouvelle de 
nos Preparatifs a Ferrol, lorfqu' elle lui a etc tranf- 
mife par les Voyes qui femblent s'ctre plues a 
defigurer la Vcrite, et a la reprefcnter fous un 
Jour tout-a-fait defavorable } que dans fon premier 
Mouvement de Surprife, auquel cependant if 
n'auroit jamais dd fe livrer fi facilement, il eut 
donne cet Ordre extraordinaire, dont les Confc-r 
quences raalheureufcs auront frappcs d'Etonnement 
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Routes les Cours de PEurope, c^etoit fans Dotlte 
im Procede auili contraire aux Principest, les plus 
facres, qu'il etoit inattendu d'apres les RapportSr 
exiftant entre les deux Cours, mais il laiflbit 
encore TEfpoir, que revenant de fes premi^re# 
AlarmeSj et apres avoir re9u des Renfeignemens 
plus exa&es fur la Natureet I'Objet de nos Prepa-*' 
ratifs, le Gouvemcment Britanoique (^(doitneroit^ 
exprtflenient a fes Vaifleaux de refpeder dorena-; 
vaut le Pavilion Efpagnol, et attendroit avec la 
Calme digne d'un Miniftcre qui deiireroit fincire« 
ment la Continuation de la Paix, I'Iflue des Nego- 
ciations entamees avec I'Efpagne. 

Mais lorfque celle-ci verra, que rien ne £uffit. 
pour que le Miniflere Britannique d^fifte de cei. 
Mefures hoftiles } que ni la Conduite impartiale que 
ma Cour a conftammenc deployee depuis le CoiOr* 
mencement des Hoftilites entre la France et I'An* 
gleterre ; ni la Sufpenfion locale des Preparacifs 
de Ferrol ; feul Motif allegue par PAnglcterre 
pour juftifier le Syfteme qu'elle paroit s'etre fait 
la Loi d'adopter depuis quelqueTemsj ni la Re^' 
ponfe franche et nw)deree faite aux Reprefenta- 
tions outrees du Charge d* Affaires Anglois refidant 
a Madrid, ne peuvent pas mettre le Roi a TAbri 
des Atteintes que fon Pavilion en eprouve tous 
les Jours, ne fera-t elle pas autorifce a foup^onner 
que Angleterre s'eft propofe d'accumuler toutc 
Sorte d'Aggreffions fur TEfpagne, afin d'amener 
une Rupture que les Scntimens connus de fa 
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Ma}e(l6, et fon conftant Empreffement i pr^venif 
tout Sujdc de Plainte r^ciproque deyroknt rendrc 
impoflible. 

Je vous I'avou^rai, Milord, franchemcnt, quelque 
anime que foit le Roi moti Maitre du Defir fifl- 
cdre de maintenii' fes Rappoits d'Amitle avec le 
Gouvernement Bricannique i quelque pret qu'il 
foit i, fare encore des Sacrifices pour le Maintien 
de la Paix ; fi PAngleterre perfevere dant le 
Syftdme, que Son Miaift^re a dernidremeht de^ 
Tcl6pp6, fa Majefte fe vcrra fbrcee d'^touffer les 
Sentimensi pacififques de fon Coeur pour n'^couter 
que rinteret qu'elle porte au bien-Stre de fon 
Peuple, et a la Surete generale de fes Royaumes. 
U ne tient done qu'au Gouvernement Britannique 
d^dler au devant des Confequences defaftreufer 
^un tel Ev^ement, en mettant un Terme a des 
Mefures violentes dont la Continuation ferait ailK 
Teux de rEurope enticre, unePreuve inconreftable 
qu'il feroit abfolument decide a faire la Guerre it 
PEfpagne. 

Je faifis cette Occaiion, &c. 

(Signc) Le Chev. D'ANDUAGA. 

A Se Ex. Milord Harrowby, 
&c. &c. &c«. 
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(Tranflatioh of No. 48.) 

My Lord, Portland Place, nth Nov. 1804. 
VrOlJR Excellency will doubtlefs have already 

learned the Arrival at Portfmauth of the 
3panifh Frigate Mathilde, which was detained on 
the 23d Odober, and carried into the above 
pained Port on the 8th Inftant by the Medufa. 
The Circumftances of this new Instance of Deten- 
tion, of which I have been informed by the Spanifli 
Captain's Report, only fender more odious the 
Effects of that Order iffued by the Btidih Govern- 
ment, which has given rife to it. 

The Spanifli Frigate which left Cadiz on the ^ad 
6f Oftober laft, with all the Security naturally in^ 
fpired by the completely pacifick Relations whicll 
were fuppofed ftill to fublift between Spain and 
England, having on the following Day fallen' iH 
with the Donegal of 84 Guns, and the Medufa of 
44 ; this latter Ship, after having fired One Gun> 
which, in the ufual Mannei*, the Matilda returned, 
made not the lead Scruple of difcharging at her 
a whole Broadfide. The Spanifli Captain, afto- 
iiiflied at fuch a Proceeding, complained of it 
to the Commander of the Donegal, who, having 
alked him fome Quefliions with regard to the Time 
of his Departure, and the Number of the Sick 
who were on board the Frigate, requefted him to 
fend him a Boat. The Spanifli Captain fent him 
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accordingly the Boat with an Officer of the Navy, 
who fpeaks Englifh, smd diredted him to convey to 
the Britiih Commander the Expreffion of all thofe 
Sentiments which naturally arife in fimilar Occa-r 
(ions between Officers belonging to Two friendly 
Governments. Perceivings that the SpaniOi Officer 
was detained too long, the Captain of the Mathilde 
requefted the EngliQi Commander to fend him 
back as foon as poffible, in order that he might 
be enabled to continue his Voyage. To this the 
Commander replied, that he was occupied in 
writing a Letter, which was foon after fent to him. 
The Import of this Letter, which was written in 
Engliih, was^ that the Differences which had 
arifen between the Two Courts having obliged 
^at of London to order the Detention of all 
Spanifh Ships of War, the Commander was under 
the Necefficy of detaining the Mathilde, and fum* 
moqed the Captain to furrender without making 
jany Refinance, and in the Space of Five Minutes^ 
" if he did not wifli to be funk." TheSpanifli 
Capt^n^ not underftanding Englifh, direfted the 
Officer who was the Bearer of this Letter, to 
explain to him the Subjeft of it j but what was 
Ikh Surprife, when the Ship of the Line and the 
Frigate began to fire on the Mathilde, before the 
above-mentioned Officer could get at the Contents 
of the Letter. The Spanifti Qaptain defended 
himlelf with Courage againft this unforefeen At- 
tack, and did not furrender to fo prodigious a 
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fiaperiority of Force till after a Refiftance as how 
fiourable as it was ufelefs, in which Two of his 
Ship's Crew were killed, and fevera) otheis 
wounded. 

I will abftain from any Refledions on the Man* 
ner in which the Englifli Commander conduftcd 
himfdf on this Occalion. Proceedings of thfs 
Nature cannot but difhonuur thofe who are guilty 
bfthem; they are too openly repugnant to the 
Laws of Honour not to excite Indignation in every 
Mind endowed with the noble Sentiments which it 
tnfpires. 

But I think it my Duty to obferve to your Ex* 
eellency, that this new Violation of the Law of 
Nations can only tend to augment the Doubts to 
<rhich the unfortunate Event of the 5th of O&ober 
will necelTarily have given rife in his Majefty's 
Mind, as to the Sentiments which the Britiih 
Miniflry entertains towards him ; at the fame 
Time that it will convince his Majefty of the 
Inutility of the Efforts which he has made to 
maintain his amicable Relations with England. 

That the Britifli Government (hould have been 
alarmed, on learning the fir ft Accounts of our 
Preparations at Ferrol, when they were tranfmit- 
ted to them through Channels which feenied 
to take Pleafure in disfiguring the Truth, and 
in reprefcnting it in a Light altogether unfavour- 
able j that under the firft Emotion of Surprife^ 
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to v^hich neverthelefs it never (hould have fo 
^afily yielded, it (hould have given that extraoN 
dinar 7 Order, the unhappy Confequences of which 
will have (truck with Aftonifhment all the Courts 
of Europe, was doubtlefs a Proceeding as oppofite 
to the mo/jt fagred Principles, as it was unexpe&ed 
from the Relations fublifting between the two 
Courts ; but it dill left the Hope, that, recovering 
from its former A'a^rms, and after having received 
more correft Intelligence on the Nature and the 
Object of our Preparations, the Britifh Govern- 
ment would give exprefs Orders to its Ships to 
re(pc£t henceforward the Spanifh Flag, and would 
twait with the Tranquillity natural to a Miniftry 
fincerely defirqus of the Continuance of Peace, 
the Iflue of the Negociations entered upon with 
Spain. 

Bat when Spain (hall perceive that nothing will 
cauie the Britiih Miniftry to deiift from its hoftile 
Meafures ; that neither the impartial Condud 
which my Cpurt has conftantly manifefted fince the 
Cptnniencement of Hoftilities between France and 
England, nor the total Sufpenfion of the Prepa^ 
rations at Ferrol, the only Motive alleged by 
England to juftify the Syftem which fhe feems to 
have made it a Rule to adopt for this fome Time 
paft, nor th^ frank and moderate Anfwer made 
to the exaggerated Rcprefentations of the Englilh 
Charge d* Affaires refiding at Madrid, can fecure 
his Majefty from the Infults which his Flag con- 
tinually receives, will it not warrant a Sufpicion 
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that England pufpofes to accumulate on Spain every 
Kind of Aggreflion, in order to bring on a Rup» 
ture, which the well-known Sentiments of his 
Majefty, and his conftant Eagernefs to prevent 
every Subjed of reciprocal Complaint, ought to 
render impoflible ? I will confefs to you, my 
Lord, in Franknefs, however animated the King 
my Mafter may be with the fincere Defiro to main*- 
tain his Relations of Friendfhip with the Britifli 
Government, however ready he may be to make 
ftill more Sacrifices for the Maintenance of Peace ; 
if England perfeveres in the Syftem which its Go- 
vernment has lately developed^ his Majefty will find 
himfelf obliged to (tifle the paciBck Seiidments 
of his Heart, in order to attend only to the In- 
tereft which he takes in the Welfare of his People^ 
and in the complete Security of his Kingdoms. 

It only depends therefore on the Britifli Go- 
vernment to prevent the difaflrous Confequences 
of fuch an Event, by putting an End to thofe 
hoflile Meafures, the Continuance of which would 
be an inconteftablc Proof in the Eyes of all 
Europe, that it was* abfolutcly decided upon to 
make War on Spain. 

I avail myfelf of this Opportunity, &c. 
(Signed) The Chev. D'ANDUAGA^ 

Jo His Excellency Lord Harrowby, Principal 
Secretary of State for Foreign Aflfairs, 

&c. &c, &c. 



No< 



( m ) 

No. 49. 

Copy of a Letter from W. Marfden Efquire, 
to George Hammond Efquire, dated 
Admiralty-Office, i^th November 1804. 

Sir. 
T HAVE received and communicated to my Lords 

Commidioners of the Admiralty^ your Letter to 
me of Yefterday's Date, inclofing a Copy of one 
From the Chevalier d'Anduaga ; and I have their 
Lordfliips Commands to acquaint you, that no 
Time fhali be loft, in making a ftri£t Enquiry into 
the Circumftances therein ftated ; which appear 
to them the more extraordinary, as in the Report 
made to them by the Captain of the Donegal, 
mention is made only of a few Shot fired at the 
Expiration .of the Time limited for the Surrender. 

I am, &c. 

W. MARSDEN. 



No. 50. 

Extrad of a Letter from W. Marfden 
Efquire to G.Hammond Efquire> dated 
Admiralty Office, i6th November i8o4« 

I AM commanded by my Lords Commiffioners 
*• of the Admiralty to tranfmic to you inclofed, 
for the Information of Lord Harrowby, Copy ©f a 
Letter from Captain Gore of the Medufa, in anfwer 

s to 
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m t^^ Stitement he was called upon to make^ 
of the Ci'^cumflances attending the Surrender of 
the Spaniih Frigate Matilda* 





(Inclofure in No. 50.) 

Medufa, at the Mothcrbank, 

Sir, 16th November 1804. 

t HAVE received your Letter of the 1 3th InftanI 

and in reply thereto I have to acquaint you, thatj 

during a very fqually Night of the 2 2d ult. th< 

Donegal and Medufa were feparated, and that 01 

the Moaning of the 23d at Half pad Seven A. M. 

Pre faw a Ship in the N. E. which we judged to 

a Man of War and not the Donegal), I confc 

quently wore and made fail towards her. As we 

approached I obferved (he was evidently a Spanil 

Frigate, and making fail to crofs us. She goinj 

on A Wind to the 8. W. we to the North ward,\\'in( 

at V/. N. \V. I confequcntly Ijt Two Reefs cut, an( 

hoid^^cl ?:n Englifli St. Geo^-.-^c's Enfipin. Nearly 

the 'amc Moment I faw the Poiec^al in theN. W^ 

n»)l» deprtiTcd, i^oauii^ig a Merchant Brig, and foe 

after b^ar up and m^ke fa'l *ov.ards us. 

At about Iljlf jufl Nine o'Clock the ftranj 

Ship croffed cur Weather Bow about One Mil*. 

under Spanifli Cv^Iours and a Prefs of Sail, • I 

dered a Shot to be fired far ahead of her, whi^ -5cA 
fhe anfwcrcd by a Gun without a Shot, but dEE^rft/ 





lot 
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liot bring to. I fired a Second and Third, when 

Hie fired one fhotted ; and, when fhe was upon our 

Weather Beam, I ordered the Broadfi-J to be fired 

over her, and tacked ; (he then brougac ro. During 

this Time the Donegal had-elofed, and while I was 

working the Medufa up, fome Communication had 

pafled between Sir Richard Strachan and the 

Spaiiifh Captain, and about Half paft Ten Sir 

Richard fiimmoned me on board by Signal (their 

Lordfliips are already in Poffeffion of the Refult of 

our Determination, which was the Effeft of mature 

HeliberationJ ; after which, a Quarter paftNoon, 

% returned to my Ship, and the Space ofTen Minutes 

being elapfed from the Time the Spanifh Officer had 

got on board his Ship, Sir Richard made the 

Medufa's Signal to wear and engage, (I muft here 

obfenre that the Medufa was about Piftol Shot 

diftant upon the Matilda's Lee Beam, and the 

Donegal advanced upon her Weather Bow), having 

previoufly urged me to be cautious not to hurt any 

One on, board the Spanifti Frigate, if it waspoffible 

to be avoided, and to give my Orders to fire over 

her, and previous to my quitting the Donegal, I 

heard Sir Richard charge his Officers to the fame 

Effea- 

I did fo, and upon our firing our Broadfide 
a-head, a-ftem, and over her, fhe ftruck her Co- 
lours ; but the Situation of the Donegal prevented 
Sir Richard Strachan perceiving it, and as the 
Spanifh Broad Pendant was fUU flymg, theDonegal 

s 2 fired 
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fired her Quarter Deck and Poop Carronades, but 
not a fingle Gun (her lower Deck Guns were not 
run out), nor did the Medufa fire a Gun a fecond 
Time. Only two Shot ftruck the Matilda; one 
from the Donegal entered her larboard Bow in the 
Carpenter's Store Room^ and one from the Medufa 
entered her Side at the Gangway ; and I moil ^ 

roundly aiTcrt that neither OfEcer or Man was killed 3 

or wounded on board her, both from our owj 
Knowledge and the Declaration of Captain de h 
Guardia, and all his OiScers, for it was the firft — '■ 
Qucfbon 1 aiked when they came on board thi 
Medufa, and the Spanifh Captain has repeatedly toli 
me that all our Shot, except Two, went clear -=^ 
of the Matilda. 

And how he could deliberately affert that wt 
had k'Ucd two and wounded feveal of the Crew, 
I a'U at a Lofs to conceive, more particularly as 
that Letter was written in my Cabin, and I fur- 
niflied him with Data, and ultimately fcnt hi- -S 
Letter to the Spanifh Minifter, with theDifpatche 
to their Lordihips on the Day of our Arrival, whicl 
is the only Circumftance in this Tranfafkion 
which I can charge myfelf with having afte ^ 
improperly, and even here I truft I can acqu" — it 
myfelf, for I did it with the Motive of befrienczzii- 
ing Captain de la Guardia, his Officers and CreT=^% 
and of obtaining them that Relief which I had it 
not in my Power to btftow. 

The following Copy of Sir Richard's Stracha«ni'^ 

Letter 
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Letter to Captain de la Guardia refutes his Afler- 
don, that the Captain of the Donegal recommend* 
cd him to furrender without Refiftance (" s'il pe 
vouloit pas ^trecoulcbas.") 

Sir, His Majef^y't Snip Donej^, 13d 0£t. 1804. 

The Negociations which are pending between 
our Two Governments reader it my 1 uty to pre- 
rent his Catholic Majefty's Frigate Matilda, under 
your Command, from proceeding upon her prefent 
Voyage, and that I muft detain her until my Sove* 
reign's Pleafure is further known. 

I therefore requeft you will furrender to our 
Wifhes, and I allow you the Space of Five Minutes 
to determine. •« 

I beg Leave to call your Attenjdon to the very 

great Superiority of Force now before you, and that 

any Refiftance on your Part muft ke unavailing ; 

and I .muft add, that if His Majedy's Ships or 

Sub}e£ls receive any Injury, you muft expeflt it to 

be retaliated feverely. 

I have, &c. 

R. I. ST RACH AN. 
To the Captain of the Spanifh Frigate Matilda. 

Fafts fpeak ftrongly in this Cafe, for had it been 
bur Intention to have ftruck the Matilda, iituated 
as the Donegal and Medufa were, one BroadfiJe 
from each would have annihilated her ; inftead 
of which neither Maft, Yard, Sail, or R<^pe, were 
touched* Did it become me to follow the Example 

S3 of 
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of the Spanifh Captain, to cenfure and reprobate 
the Cbndufl of the Spanilh Government, the Oc- 
currences during the lad Twelve Months, when 
have been entrufted with the Command as Senioi 
Officer of His Majefty's Ships and Veffels on th( 
Gibraltar Station, aiTord me ample Subjed foi 
Animadverfion ; and I do not hefitate faying,^ -^, 
that the open Partiality they have marked towardssr Js 
our Enemies merits any Chaftifement His Majeft* 
may think proper to inflifl:. 

I am, &c. 

JOHN GORE, 
y^^ Marfdcn Efquire, &c. &c. &c. 




No. 51. 

Letter from the Chevalier D'Andijaga t 
Lord Harrowby, dated Portland Plac 
22d December 18041 — Received 23d. 

Milord, 
A PRES la Maniere brufque et inattendue dont 
le Charge d' Affaires Britannique a Madrid ' 
Tompu toute Communication diplomatique avecl 
Cabinet Efpagnol, je pcurrais bien me difpenfei 
de rappeler T Attention de vorre Excellence fuc 
les Precedes entierement pacifiques qui ont fignal^ 
le Syfteme fuivi par ma Cour a I'egard de TAn^ — 
gleterre, mais defiranc conformement aux Ordre^ 
de fa Majeftc, montrer jufqu'au dernier Moment:: 
cet Efprit de Conciliation qui conftilue TEflena^ 

• • ■ de 



( 263 ) 

dc mon Mln-fle-e, et le CiraQ^re dlftlnSif de mon 
Souverain, j'ai cru de mon Devoir de faire encore. 
un dernier Effort tendant a prefencer fous fon vrai 
Jour la Conduire amicdle et frafi he que le Roi 
n'a ceiTe de d6|)loyer depuls la Rupture ent.e la 
France et PAngl terre atraverj* les Diffirultcs de 
fa k^oCnioti vis *a- vis les deuK PuiiTances belrige- 
rantes. 

Dhs le Moment oft le Roi eut apprls la R -prife 
des Hoftilites entre la France et TAi^lecerre, fa 
Majefte d*>nna tous fe& Soins a la MAnie-e dont 
elle devroit fe prendre pour prcvenir tout Sjjjt dc 
Mecontentement de la Part de ces deux ' tats, et 
au Syltime quVlle auroit a fuivre dans u e telle 
Conjonifture pour concilier fes Eugageuiens con- 
ine Alliee de la France avec fes Devoirs d'\niiti^ 
■envcrs TAngleterre. Quoique fa Majeftc favoij 
tris bien que fa Qjj dite d*Auxi:iaire de I4 pre- 
miere de ces deux Poillances n'etoit a icunement 
incompatible avec celle d*Amie do la fjconJe, tl'e 
Xsntit parfaitement d'abo d, et fa IVevoy ^nce fiit 
«nfuite confirmee par les Rapports de fun Mi n. it re 
^ Londres, que le Gouverneinent Brita \ni . ue cou- 
fcntiroit diiHcilement a ccqu'elle fiur.ic a la 
France les Secours tels qu'ils foiic flipid s par le 
Traitc de 1796. Dans ceite l-crfuafhin, et afiii 
d'oter toute iipparence hoftile a fes Liaifons avec 
wCette derniere Puiflance, elle rcfolut de propofer a 
-.fon Allie la Conclufion d'un nouveau Intitc, par 
^kquel on fuDftitueroit des Subfides pecuxiiaires aux 

s 4 Secours 
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Secours en Troupes et en Vaifleaux, qu'clle s^etoit 
engagee de lui fournir par le Traite d'AIiiance. 
Apr^ des longues et penibles Negociadons^ le 
Roi fe felicita enfin d'avoir obtenu TObjet de fes 
Vues amicales par la Conciufion d^ua Traite de 
Subiides. 

Confiee dans la Droiture de fes Intentions et dans 
les Sentimens pacifiques qui lui avoit fuggere cette 
Demarche, fa Majcflc ctoit tres perfuadee que le 
Gouvernement Britannique ne laiiTeroit pas que 
d^apprecier cette Marque d'Amitie ii peu meconr 
noiflable. Audi les Plaintes porcees bientdt apref 
par M. Frere contre la fufdite Convention ; Plainte&^ 
qu'il renouvella a plufieurs Reprifes, quoiqu^^ 
toujours en Termes tres vagues, et fans jamais 
en faire un Point effentiel et decifif, furent poui^ 
fa Majefte un veritable Sujet de Surprife. Ce?-^ 
pendant elle ordonna d'y faire des Reponfes pleine^^ 
de Moderation et de Franchife, on L*on dcploya. 
les Motifs qui Pavolent portc a faire un Traite, 
dont le Gouvernement Anglois avoit Lieu d'autani: 
xnoins de fe plaindre, que c'etoit uniquemcnt par 
cgard pour lui, que fa Majefte s- etoit decidfe de le 
conclure. 

Prefque a la meme Epoque, le Miniftre de h 
Majefte Britannique ay ant adrefl<S des Rcprefenta- 
tions a ma Coiir fur des Armcmcns qu'il prcU 
tendoit qu'on fefoit dans nos Ports, et qu*il fup- 
pofoit diriges contre PAngleterre, fa Majefte lui 
fit egalcment repondre, " Que les Vues du Gou- 

*' vernemcqi 
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^^ vemement Efpagnol •etoient tris-^loignes d$ 
^ toute Hoftilite ; que fa Majefle Britannique nt 
^^ pouvoit pas meconnoitre les Intentions paciR- 
^^ ques du Roi d'Efpagne, qui lui avoit donni 
^ tant de Preuves inconteftables d'Amitie ; et que 
^ ces Preuves etoient configures, tant d^ns les 
<^ Sacrifices faits par le Roi pour aflurer la Pais, 
y que dans la feverite exercee, avant meme qu' 
<^ elk fut demandee, fur ceux parmi fes Sujets qui 
^^ avoient meconnu les Devoirs de la Neutralite, 
^ Eui^ que d'apres toutes ces Donnees, il 
^ n'eziftoit pas le molndre Sujet de Crainte 
f* que I'Efpagne s'occuperoit d'Armemens ulte- 
^lieurs, car cela feroit agir concre fon Syfteme 
^* padfique/' 

. £t meme Terns, comme la Cour de Madrid 
a'^toit pas a meme de porter un Jugement exafte 
«t 6xe des Principes, ec de la Conduite que le 
Gouvernement Britannjque fe propofoit de fuivre, 
k caufe du Langage equivoque dont M. Frere en- 
.veloppoit toujours fes Reprefentations, elle invita 
celui-ci a s'cnoncer d'une Mani^re claire et prccife , 
/ur les Intentions et les Vues de fon Gouvernement 
par rapport a I'Efpagne. C'eft en confequence de 
xette Invitation franche et amicale, que le Minidre 
jdeSa Majeite Britannique precifa enfin k ma Cour 
,dant une Note qu'il lui tranfmitle i8 Fevrier, 
dernier, les Conditions auxquelles fon Gouverne- 
Tuent feroic difpofee a reconnoitre la Neutralitc 
^e TEfpagne. Ces Conditions etoient la Suf- 
8 penfion 



penfion dc tout Armement ulterieur, ct la Prohf* 
bition He la Vente des Prifes dans les Domaines 
de Sa Mstjtfle. N'en ayant pas exige d'autres, il 
eft de la derni^re Evidence, que le Miniflere Bri- 
tannique s'cngageoit par ia a refpeder la Neutra- 
lice, des que le Roi mon Maitre acquiefceroit a 
celles-ci. 

Sa Majeftc, qui avoit Tefolu de faire tous les 
Sacrifices compatibles avec le bien £tre de fon 
Peuple, afin de lui aflTurer ics Bientaits d'une Paix 
folide, fe dccida a defendre la Vente des Pri£:« 
dans fes Royaumes, ce qui eut Lieu le 23 Mars 
dernier. £t pour ce qui regarde les Armemcns, 
elle renouvella les Aflfu ranees, que. le Gouvem&^ 
ment Britannique avoit deja rc9ues a ce Sujet ; 
Aflurances, dont la Sinctrite ctoit bien garantie 
par le vif Interet que Sa Majeftc a conftamment 
attache au Mainticn de la Paix depuis la Ruptuf^ 
entre la France et TAnglererre. 

Get Empreffement do R )i a combler toufi let 
Voeux du Cabinet Britannique, ct le Sacrifice 
penible que Sa Majrfte venoii de taire des Avao- 
tages qu* oflFroit au Commerce Efpagnol la Vente 
des Prifes dans les Ports d'Efpagne, devoient mettre 
le Sceau a la Securite de TAnglererrc, et dcracinec 
dans I'Efprit de fon G uverncment jufqu'au moin- 
drc Doute fur les Sentiniens pacifiq es de ma 
•Cour. Audi le Miniftcre Anglois paroiflbit avoir 
fenti tout le Prix d par^. ils Sacrifices, puifqiill 
ne fit plus entendre des Plaintes^ et que la plus 

parfaite 
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parfaice Harmonic fembloic rapprocher tous let 
Jours dayantage les deux Cabinets* 

Tels ecoient les Rapports exiftant entre les deux 
Nations^ lorfque dans le Mois de Septecnbre der- 
nier, quelque Mecontentement ayint cclat^ dans 
la Bifcaye, fa Majefle ordonqa rEmbarquement 
d'une Partie des Troupes qui etoient en Gamifoii 
au Ferrol pour £tre tranfportes fans Delai dans le 
Theatre du Defordre. C'eftalors que Its Exmeniis 
de TEfpagne, fonnant TAIarme, fous le Pretexte 
qu' on fefoit des Armemens coniiderabies dans fes 
Ports chercherent a communiquer leurs faulfes In- 
quietudes au Gouvemement Britannique, en lUi 
prefentant fous des Couleurs hoftiles'^une Mefure 
auifi etrangere aux Intercts de TAngleterre qu'elfe 
etoit indifpenfable pour etouffer dans leur Naiflance 
des Mou?emens qui s'etoient manifedes dans une 
Province de TEfpagne. C*efl: alors que le Charg€ 
d'Affaires Britannique entraine par des Rapports 
qU* avoit exageres la Malveillance, et fans examiner 
ni la Nature, ni TEtendue, ni TObjet bien conna 
de ces pretendus Armemens, en porta des I^aintes 
dans une Note en Date du 27 Septembre dernier, 
oft il les r6prefentoit comme une Aggreffion hoftile 
iontre fon Gouvernement et comme un Defi 
donne a TAngleterre, et s'exprimoit en d'autres 
Termes non moins injurieux a la Reputation du 
Roi que contrairef aux Rapports qui exiftoient 

tntre les deux Cours. 

' Quoique 
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Qaoique de pareils Reproches, en retour des 

Preuves que le Roi avoit toujoufs donnees de 

fon Empreffement a rcfferrer les Liens d'Amitic 

qui runiflfoiepc au Gouvemement tiritannique 

^toient de Nature a lui caufer la plus vive Sur- 

prife, Sa Majetfe n' en fit pas moins repondre 

auz ReprefentaHons peu mefurees de Mr. Frere 

avec cette Moderation qui eft le Trait k plus 

iSadllant dans I'Hiftoire de fa Conduite politique ; 

Moderation d'autant plus eclatante dans cette 

Circonftance, que le fufdit Armement, dont on a 

fait tant de Bruit, fc renfermoit dans les Bornes 

prefcrites par un Accord qui s'etoit paffe le 19 

Oftobre 1803, entr& les deux Mii^ifteres, puifqu'il 

fe bornoit au meme Nombre de Vaifleaux qui 

ctoienc deja artnes avant cette Epoque, ec ce qui 

eft plus decifif encore pour m<^ttre en Evidence 

les Vues pacifiques du Roi, c'eft que rArmcment 

en queftion avoit etc fulpenclu par Ord e ceSa 

Majefte plufieurs Jours a ant que le Charge d'At 

faires Bricannique en tut f rmc dcs Plainccs. 

Malgre cela, malgre les Affurances d'.Anxiiiect 
de bonne Foi renfermees dans la Reponfe de ma 
Cour, nonobflant !a Ccffation abfolue de ces prc- 
tendus Armemens, fur lefquels les Enneipis de la 
Paix avoient fondc leurs Efpcrances criminp les, 
(Ceffation qui ne pouvoit eire ignore par le 
Charge d*A9aires Britanniquej, au lieu d'adoucir 
le Ton mcna^ant qui'l avoit d*abord adopce ; au 
lieu de reprendre le Langage amical que la parfaite 

Jultification 
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Juftification de ma Cour lui commandoit, il ne 

fit qu' accunuler de nouveaux Reproches, dont 

TAigreur ct I'Injuftice commencerent ^ devoiler le 

Syfteme hoftile qa'tl n'a pas difcontinue. 

Le Gouvernexnent Brirannique de fon C6ik 

oubliant tout d'un coup les Relations paclfiques 

qu'il avoic entretenues pendant pluiieurs Mois 

avec mon Souverain, et fans attendre des Informal 

# 

tions plus exaftes ec moins fufpedes fur nos Pre« 
paratif$ au Ferrol, d'oii il n'avoit reju que les 
Avis exageres, arrives par la Nayade, et ce qui 
eft plus etonnant encore, fans faire Attention aux 
Renfeignemens que je lui tranfmis par le Canal 
dc votre Excellence fur Tlnnocence et le veritable 
Objet de ces prttendus Armemens, n'hefita pas 
I donner cet Ordre extraordinaire, qui cant par 
fa Nature, que par fes Confcquences defaftreufes 
a d^ frapper d'Horreur tous les Cabinets de 
I'Europe. Au lieu de commencer par demander 
des Explications a ma Cour fur Ic Sujet de ces 
Alarmes, il romp la bonne Intelligence qui fub* 
fiftoit catre les deux Nations par un Trait d'Hof- 
tilite dont les Guerres les plus achatnees ofirent 
3i peine rExcmple; et comme s'il craignoit. que 
les Explications du Miniftere Efpagnol, et les Avis 
ukerieurs de TEfpagne le forceroient de refpeder 
une Neutrality, a laquelle il paroiifoit abfolument 
^decidi de mettre un Tcrme, il .s'eraprefle de lui 
faire la Guerre fans aucune Declaration prealable, 
et meme au milieu de la plus proLnde Paix. 
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Le 5 Odobte a vu r^pandre le Sang ianocetit dtf 
plufieurs Femmcs et En^ns> qui font peris Vic- 
times d'une Violence inouie ! Et ce San^ a 6te 
verfe par les Mains d'une Nation, dont le Gou« 
vcrnement declare lui-meme enfuite, qu*il n*eft pas 
en Guerre avec I'Efpagne. 

En attendant que la Noiivelle de cet affreux 
Evcnement parvenoit a la Connoiflance du Roi,lc, 
Charge d'Aflfaires Britannique paroit sVtre mis en 
devoir d*aigrir le Coeur de fa Majefte par tous 
les Moyens imaginables. Ne pouvant pas fe diffi* 
tnuler la Frivolitc de fes Inculpations relativement 
a nos Preparatifs du Ferrol. attendu qu ils n*€X- 
iftoicnt plus depuis long Tems, il a du appelet 
t fon Secours de nouveaux Griefs audi peu fondeS 
qu*ils font depourvus de bonne Foi, et n'a pat 
manque dc fairs de nouvelles Demandes, les unca 
contraires a ce qui ctoit convenu entre les deux 
GouvernemenSj les autres tout-a-fait inadmiilibles 
par leur Tendance injurieufe. C'eft ainfi, qu'il a 
exige de ma Cour TEngagement *^ Qu'il nc fe 
" fera pas Armenient qutlccnque'* dans les Ports 
de PEfpagne, tandis que fon Gouvernement et lui- 
meme avoient conlcnti a ce que les Forces Na- 
rales de TEfpagne fuifcnt maintenues fur le memc 
Pied oil elles fe trouvoient a TEpoque de TAccord 
ci-deffus mentionne. C'eft ainfi, qu'il a pretendu 
que fa Majefte s*etoit toujours refufee a donner 
une Explication diftin£le de fes Engagemens avec 
la France j que fans cette Communication pr6alable - 

le 
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e Gouvcrnement Britanniqur n'aroit jamais voulu 
foufcrlre a la Neutralitc de ITfpagne ; enfin c'eft 
alnfi, qu'il a fini pir demanJer imperieurement 
cettc Communication, fans cnoncer pourtant quelle 
fcroit la Conduice ulterieure de fi Cour, en cas 
que S. M, acquirfccroit a cette F^eniande. 

Lc Roi mon Mai: re auroit pA refufer une Re- 
ponfe a cette Sommation extraordinaire. L'Liexac- 
titude des Supp )fitions, fur Icfquelles elle eft fon- 
dee, et les Drmarches anterieures du Minift^re 
Britannique, qui panni les Conditions etablies par 
I'Angleterre pour la Reconnoiffance de la Neu- 
tralitc, n*avoit pas compris la Nccdiite d'une 
telle Communication, ?utorifoient fufcfamment Sa- 
Majefte ^ ne pas ccouter une Demande de cette 
Nature* Vocre Excellence fait qu* immediate* 
ment apres la ConcluHon du Traite de SubHdes^ 
le Gouvernement Britannique addreifa des Re^ 
prefentations a ma Cour, dont TObjet n'ctoit 
aiallement de demander une Explication diltinde 
des Engaf^emens qu'il renfermoit, mais de de- 
clarer pofitivement, " que la Preftation dc$ 
•* Avancca telle qu'elle eft ftipulce dans la Cou- 
•^ vention conclue avec la France ne pourro t 
** 6tre regardce que comme un Subfide de Guerre, 
«* &C.'' Ces Expreflions, les mSmes dont fe fervit 
le Miniftre Britannique dans la Note qu'il adrefla 
^ cet EfFet en Date du 3 Decembre, ne permet- 
tent pas de douter que fon Gouvernement ne con- 
ndtdijatres biea aiors le Contenu de la f fdite 

ConventioR. 



( 27^ ) 

Convention. Car autrement, M'. Frcre auroit' ih 
pu tcnir ce Langage fans connoitre I'Etenduc de 
nos Subfiles, fur tout aprcs avoir declare dans la 
meme Note, " Que fon Gouvernement ^toit dit 
'* pofe a farmer les Yeux fur des Sacrifices pectt- 
•' niaires qui ne fcroient pas d'une Magnitude a- 
" forcer 1* Attention parleurEffets politiques ? '* 
Si done il ecoit alors informe du montant der 
Sommes que Sa Majeftc devcit payer a la France, 
comment pourroit il Tignorer aujourd*hui? EC' 
ne rignorant pas, quel But fe propoferoit ; a&ii-' 
ellement a demander la Revelation d*un Secret qtt^' 
n'en auroit jamais etc un pour lui ? 

Suppofe meme, que les Engagemcns de fa Ma- 
jefle avec la France, par rapport aux Subfides re-' 
fteroient #ncore un Myftcre pour le Gouvernement 
Britannique, il n*en fera pas moins vrai, qu'il 
n'a plus le Droit de demander une Explication 
diftinflie a ce Sujet, au moins comme une Con- 
dition eflcntielle au Maintein de la Paix. Si le 
Gouvernement Britannique attachoit tant d'lmpor-^ 
tance a cette Communication, qu'il croyoit devoir 
en faire une Condition, fans laquelle il ne faureit 
prendre TEngagement de refpeflier la Neutrality 
de TEfpagne, il auroit du Tenoncer expreflement 
a I'Epoque ou, cedant aux SoUicitations da 
Roi mon Maitre, il fixa les Bafes d'une perma-' . 
nente et folide Neutralti^. Ne Payant pas fiit 
alors, il n'avoit plus le Droit de le faire; car 
autrement cet Ade par lequel on determina left 

Conditions 
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Conditions elTentielles k la Neutrality, et dont 
rObjet fividemrhent 6toit de faire difparottre I'lo* 
certitude des Relations qui exiftoient entre les 
deux Cours, feroit entierement illufoire, puifqo'il ' 
lalfleroic toujours i TAngleterre la Facility d'a- ' 
jouter continuellement de nouvelles Conditions k 
celles dont on feroit deja convenu* II s'en fidt 
done, que le Gouvernement Britannique ne pouvoit 
plus exiger une Explication diftin&e au Sujet des 
8ub(ides comme le Prix de fon refpeS pour la 
Neutralit6 de TEfpagne, tant que les deux Coxu 
ditions relatives aux Armemens, et i, la Vente 
des Prifes feroient exa6kement remplies. 

Malgre tous ces Motifs, d'apres lefquels le Roi 
auroit pu fe difpenfer 4e repondre dire^ement % 
cette Demande, Sa Majefte fe mettant au deflus 
toutes les Confid(!rations qu'exiftoit naturellement 
la Conduite inconfequente de M. Frere, a biea 
voulu condefcendre a faire une Reponfe explicite 
et fatisfaifante, en lui renouyellant la m^me j\£- 
furance que j'avois deja donnee par fon Ordre 
au Couverneinent Britannique, favoir, que les 
Subiides ftipul6s par la Convention, ne font que 
rEquivalent des Secours en Troupes et en Vaiffeaux 
qu'elle s'ctoit obligee par le Traitc de 1796 de 
fournir a la France, et que dans cette Conveu" 
tion, il n'y a aucun Article prejudiciable a TAn* 
jleterre, ou contraire aux Loix de la Neutr?>lite. 
Cette Reponfc moderce, franche et raflurante de 
i»»Cgur n'a fervi qu*l lui ?ittirerdcs nouvelles 
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Plaintes de la Part du Charg^ d' Affaires Britan* 
nlquey qui n'a pas h6(ite en mSme Terns a de- 
mander fes PalTeports. Sa Majefte toujours fidcle 
a fes Principes de Moderation, a tacbd de prevenir, 
par tous les Moyens compatibles avec Sa Dignity 
les Suites d'une Demande aufli extraordinaire, et 
n'a pas fait DifEcult6 a lui r€it6rer encore les* 
Aflurances les plus amicales & les plus franche^^ 
tant fur les Subfides que fur les Arm£mens ; mais^ 
tous fes Efforts one 6t6 inutlles. Enfin voyant^^ 
qitll s'obfUnoit a vouloir s'^lcngner de Madridp. 
attendu que dans TEfpace de fept Jours il airoic 
demande quatre fois fes Pafleports, et qu*a fa 
demiere Inftance il avoic meme menac^ de reftei* 
comme (imple Particulier, ou bien de partir fans 
I^fleportSy Sa Majefte^ s'eft vue dans la Neceffit^ 
de les lui accorder, quelques facbeufes que fuffent 
pour Elle les Confequences qui devoient naitre 
d'une Demarche aufli precipitee. 

En meme Tems que ce Coup inattendu enlevoit 
au Roi prefque toutes les Efperances qu'il avoit en- 
tretenues jufqu* alors, fon Coeur fut penetr6 de la 
plus profonde Affliftion, en apprenant Taffreux 
Evcnement du 5 Octobre, et les Circonftances dif- 
aftreufes qui l*avoicnt accompagne. Quoique les 
Details qui lui etoicnt par venus de toute Part, et 
PUniformit6 de tout les Rapports donnoient a cette 
Nouvelle toute la Force d'un Fait indubitable, fa 
Majefte, cntrainee par la Reftitude incbranlabic 
de fes Sentimens, ec n'ayant pas encore des Infor- 
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jnatlojtift officielles a cet Egard, fe plaifok a r^vo* 
quer en doute un Attentat de cetce Nature, au 
moins elle ne poqvoit pas fe perfuader, qu'il tUt 
6i6 provoque par uu Ordre emane du Gouverne* 
ment Britannique* En confequence fa Majeft6 
jn'ordonna de demander i celui-ci des Explications 
cat^gariques fur la Detentiop de fes Frigates, fur 
Ics lnftru£tions qu'on auroit envoy^es au Com^ 
mandant Anglois, et fur les Motifs qui avoient pa 
Aigager le Charge d' Affaires Britannique i rompre 
toute Communication avec le Miniit^re EfpagnoL 

IM^gre la Coincidence d*une Nouvelle auffi al- 
latmante avec la Conduite irregulicre de Mr. Frere, 
le Roi ne peuvoit pas fe r6foudre i prendre aucune 
Mefiire qui ei^t la moindre Apparence d'HoftiliteJ 
Taut la Continuation de la Paix lui tenoit a Coeur ! 
Ce n'efl qu'apr^s avoir appris d'une Mani^re 
authentique VAQit de Violence exerce fur les 
fufdites Frigates en vertu d'un Ordre exprds du 
Gouvernement Britannique, que fa Majefte s*cft 
vue dans la Neceflit£, pour confulter PImdrct de 
fon Peuple, de faire mettre un Embargo par droit 
de Reprefailles, fiit toutes les Proprietcs Anglaifes 
l!xiftant dans fes Domaines. 

Dans cet Etat de Chofes, (i le Roi ne peut plus 
fe flatter de TEfpoir d*un Accommodemcnt, fi le 
Syfleme d6ploy6 depuis quelque Terns par I'An- 
gleterre paroit rendre inevitable une Rupture entr^ 
deux Nations, que leur Interet reciproque devroit 
porter a vivre toujours en bonn^ }nu Uige ce, Sa 
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Majefte n'a pas au moins abandonn€ le IMf de 
fc prdtcr a dcs Ourcrtures pacifiques et eft encofc 
dtfpofe6 a faiiir tous les Moyens de ConciUationi 
qui feront compatibles arec la Dignit6 de fa Coa« 
ronnes, et avec la Surety de fes Royaumes. 

Mais fi, malgr6 cette Declaration conciliatoire 
tt pacifique que j'ai THonneur de £aare i rotrt 
Excellence, conformement aax Voeuz da Roi mon 
Maitre, le Gouvernement Britannique fe decide i 
prendre la Refolution de lui declarer une Guerre 
cuverte, Sa Majefte alors, fe repofant fur la Kdelili 
de Ses Sujets, et fur la Purete de Sa Confcience, 
aura recours aux Forces que la ProvMence lui t 
confines pour la Defenfe de fon Peuple, et remettta 
au Sort des Armes le Refultat d'une Lutte qu'dk 
ti'a aucunemdit provoquee, et dont Elle n*aura 
par conf6quent a fe reprocher les Suites. 

Jeproiite de cette Occaiion pour renouveller, &a 
(Signe) Le Chey. D' ANDUAGA* 
A S. E. Milord Harrowby, 
Principal Secretaire d'Etat 
pour les Affaires Etrangeres. 



(Tranflation of No. 5 1 .) 

My Lord, PortUnd-place, 2 2d December 1804. 

A FTER the abrupt and unexpefted Manner in 

which the Britifli Charge d' Affaires at Madrid 

has broken off all Diplomatic Communication with 

II the 
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the SpaniOi Gabmct» I miglit wdl difpcofe with 
recalling to your Excellency's Attention the com- 
pletely picific Proceedings which have conftantly 
marked the Syilcm followed by my Court towards 
Eoglmd ; but jdefiring, confdrmably to his Majefty'jB 
Orders, to (hew to the laft Moment that S^rit of 
Conciliation which conftitutes the Eflence of my 
JdiflSonj and the diftioguifluog Charaderiftick of my 
Sovereign, I have thought it my Duty to make yet 
.One more Effort, tending to ffaew in its true Light 
the frank and friendly Condud which the King 
juts not ceafed toilifplay fince the Rupture between 
f ranee and England, amidft the Difficulties of his 
Situation with regard to the Two belligerent 
jPpvers. 

From the very Moment that the King had 
learned the Commencement of Hoftilities between 
France and England, his Majefty gave all his Atten- 
. lion tm the Manner in which he (hould conduft 
himfelf in order to prevent all Room for Difcontent 
on the Part of thefeTwo States, and to the Syftem 
which he would have to follow in fuch a Coh- 
jun&ure, in order to conciliate his Engagements 
as the Ally of France with bis Duties of Friend- 
fhip towards England. Although bis Majefty knew 
very well, that his Quality of Auxiliary to the firft 
of thefe Powers was in no wife incompatible with 
that of Friend to the fecond, he was, from the 
very firft, perfedly fenfible, and his Opinion has 
been fmce confirmed by Accounts from Us Minifter 
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itLondon, that the Britiih Government *otiUi with 
Difficulty, confent to his furniihing tO France Suc^ 
cours, fuch as are ftipolated by the Treaty d 
1796. In this Perfuarion, and, in order to remove 
every hoftile Appearance in hisConne&ions mth the 
latter Power, he refolved to propole to his Ally die 
Conclufion of a new Treaty, by whieh pecuniary 
Succours ftiould be fubftituted for the Sticcours 
in Troops and Ship, which he had engaged to 
furniih to France by the Treaty of AUfanee^^ 
After long and difficult Negotiations, the King 
congratulated himfelf on having at laft obtained the 
Objed of his amicable ViewSj by the ConclufioA 
of a Treaty of Subfidy, ' 

Confiding in the Uprightnefs of his Intentionli 
and in the pacific Sentiments whicb- had prompted 
him to take this Step, his MajeHry was liilly 
perfuaded that the Britifh Government would not 
fail to appreciate this very unequivocal Mark of 
Friendfhip. The Complaints brought forward foon 
afterwards by Mr. Frere againfl the above men* 
tioned Conventionr— Complaints which he has at 
diflferent Times renewed, though always in very 
vague Terms, and without ever making an effential 
and deciifive Point of them — were therefore a real 
SubjeQ of Surprife to his Catholic Majefty» Never# 
helcfs, Anfwers full of Moderation and Candour 
were by his Order made to them, in which Anfwers 
were fet forth the Motives which had led him to 
make a Treaty ©f which the Englifli Government 

had 
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jiad the lefs Room for Complaint^ as it was folely 
out of Regard to them that his Majefty had deter- 
mined to conclude it. 

At nearly the fame Time, His Britannic Majefty's 
Minifter having addrefled to my Court Reprefenta- 
iSous on the Armaments which he pretended were 
carrying on in our I^orts, and which he fuppofecf 
to be direQed againft England^ his Majefty ordered 
Anfwers to be in like Manner made to him, 
•' That the Views of the Spanilh Government were 
^ very far from any Motive of Hoftility ; that his 
^ Britannic Majefty could not miftake pacific 
** Intentions of the King of Spain, who had given 
^* Him fomany inconteftible Proofs of Friendfhip ; 
^* and that thefe EVoofs were manifefted as well in 
^ the Sacrifices made by the King to fecure Peace, 
^ as in the Severity exercifed, even before it was 
'^demanded, towards thofe of his SubjeAs who 
^ had afted contrary to the Duties of Neutrality. 
<* In fine, that, according to thefe Oata, there 
-^ ifid not exift the leaft Caufe for apprehending 
^ that Spain would engage in further Armaments, 
^^ for that would be adting againft her pacific 
•*'Syftiem.'^ At the fame 'lime, as the Court of 
Madrid was not enabled to form an exadb and fixed 
Judgment of the Principles and the Conduct which 
the Britifli Government propofed to follow, on 
Account of the equrvgcal Language in which 
Mr. Frere always enveloped his Reprefentations, 
)t .invited k\tn to exprefs himfclf ia a clear and 
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precifc Manner as to the Intentions and the Vii^Wl 
of his Government with regard to Spain^ It ivat 
in confequence of this frank and friendly Invita- 
tion, that His Britannic Majefty's Minifterat.laft 
particularized to my Court, in a Note which hi^ 
traufmitted to it on the 1 8th f*ebruary lafl:^ the 
Conditions on which his Government would be 
difpofed to recognize the Neutrality of Spain« 
Thefe Conditions were, the Sufp^nfion of ail 
ulterior Armament, and the Frohitutioa of the 
Sale of Prizes in his Majefty's Dominions, Not 
having exaded others, it is perfeQiy cleari that 
the Britifli Miniftry engaged itfelf thereby to r^pe^ 
the Neutrality^ as foon as the King, my Malleri 
Ibould acquiefce in thefe Conditions. 

His Majefty, who had refolved to make erery 
Sacrifice compatible with the Welfare of his People, 
in order to fecure to them the Benefits of a folid 
Peace, determined to forbid the Sale of Prizes 
in his Kingdoms ; which Prohibition took place on 
the 23d March laft; : And with regard to tlie 
Armaments, he renewed the Aflurances which the 
Britiih Government hadalreadyreceived onthishead; 
Aflurances the Sincerity of which was well guaran^ 
teed by the lively Intereft which his Majefty has 
conftantly attached to the Maintenance of Peace, 
fince the Rupture between France and England, 

This Eagernefs of the King to fulfil all the 
Wifhes of the Britifli Cabinet, and the painful 
Sacrifice v^bjch bis Majefty had juft made of the 
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Advantages which the Sale of Prizes iR the Ports 
of Spain hdd out to Spantfh Commence, ought to 
have completed the Confidence of England, and to 
have eradicated from the Opinion of its Govern- 
ment every Atom of Doubt on the pacific Sentu 
meots of my Court : Accordingly, the Englilh 
Minifter feemed to have felt all the Value of fuch 
Sacrifices, fince he brought forward no more Com- 
plaints, and that the mod perfed Harmony feemed 
every Day to unite nK)re and more the two Go« 
yernments. 

Such were the Relations fubfifting between the 
two Radons, when, in the Month of September lafl:, 
fome Difcontent having b*^Giken out inBfcay, his 
Majefty ordered the Embarkation of a Part of the 
Troops which were in Garrifon at Ferrol, in order 
tp their being tranfported vithout Delay to the 
Place where theDiforder had occurred. Then it 
was,^ that the Enemies of Spain, founding the 
Alarm, under the Pretext that confiderable Arma^ 
ments were carrying on in her Ports, fought to 
comamnicate their fe gned UneaPinefs to the Britifli 
Government, by placing before them in the moft 
hoftile Colours, a Meafure as foreign to the In- 
tordls of England, as ic was indifpcnfable to the 
ftifliag in their Birch Movements, which had 
manifefted themfelves in a Province of Spain, 
Then it was, that the Britiih Charge d'AfFaires, 
hurried on by Reports which Malevolence had 
iRcaggerat^d, and without examining either the 

Nature, 



( S82 ) 

Naturr^ the Extent, or the welUknowii Qbjeft of 
thefe pretended Armaments, made Cornplaints -of 
them in a Note, dated the 27th Septeonber laft, 
in which he reprefented them as an hoftHe Ag- 
greffion again (I his Government, and as a Defiance 
given to England, and exprefled himfelf in other 
Terms not lefs injurious to the Reputation of the 
King> than contrary to the Relaticns^which fub- 
fifted between the tvro Countriet, 

Ahhough fuch Reproaches, in return for the 
Proofs v'hich the King had always given of lus 
^agernefs to ftrengthen the Bonds of Friendfhip 
which united him to the Britilh Governmenr, were 
of a Nature to excite in him the greateft Surprize, 
his Majefty, neverthelefs, dircfted Anfwers to the 
intemperate Reprefentations of Mr. Frere, to be 
made with that Moderation which is the moft 
ftriking Point in the Hiftory of his political Con- 
dudl: ; a Moderation the more fignal from ithis Cir- 
cumftance, that the above-mentioned Armament, 
which excited fo much Scnfation, was confined 
within the Limits prefctibed by an Agreement, 
which was concluded on the 19th Oftober 1803, 
between the two Governments, fince it was reftricted 
to the fame Number of Veflels which were already- 
armed before this Epoch j and what proves iliU 
more clearly the pacific Views of the . King it, 
that the Armament in queftion had been fufpended 
by his Majefty 's Orders fome Days before the 
Britifh Charge d' Affaires had brought forward hil 
Complaint on the Subje^. 

Notwithftanding 
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Kotwithftanding this, notwithftanding the Af- 
ftirances of Friendfhip and good Faith exprefled in 
the Anfwet of my Court, notwithftanding the al> 
folute Ccflation of thefe pretended Armaments, 
c(n which the Enemies of Peace had founded 
their criminal Hopes, (a Ceffation of which the 
Britifh Charg6 d* Affaires could not be ignorant,) 
hiftead of foff ening the menacing Tone which he 
had at firft adopted, inftead of refumingthat friendly 
language which the perfefl: Juftification of my 
Court required of him, he did but accumulate 
freih Reproaches, the HarOinefs and Injuftice of 
which began to reveal the hoftile Syftem which he 
has not fmce difcontinued. 

The Britifh Government on their Side, forgetting 
On a fudden the pacifick Relations which they had 
maintained during feveral Months with my Sove- 
teign, and without waiting for more exadt and 
lefs fufpicious Information on our Preparations at 
Ferrol, from whence it had received none but 
exaggerated Accounts, brought by the Naiad, and 
which is ftill more ^onifliing, without paying 
Attention to the Information which I tranfmitted 
to it through the Channel of your Excellency, 
on the Innocence and the true Obje£t of thefe pre- 
tended Armaments, did not hefitate to give that ex- 
traordinary Order, which, as well from its Nature, 
as from its difaftrous Confequences, mud have 
ilruck with Horror every Cabinet in Europe. In- 
'Atad of beginning by demanding Explanations from 

my 
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my Court on the Subjed of thefe Alarms, it breaks 
off the good Underftanding which fubfifted be- 
tween the two Nations, by an A& of Hoftility of 
which the moft rancorous Wars fcarcely afford aa 
Example ; and, as if it feared that the Explan^ 
tions of the Spanifh Minifler, and ulterior Accounts 
from Spain, would force it to refped a Neutrality 
to which it feemed abfolutely determined to put aa 
End, it haftened to make War againft her without 
any previous Declaration, and even in the Midft 
of the moll profound Peace. The 5 th of Odober 
was Witnefs to the (bedding of the innocent Blood 
of feveral Women and Children who perjihed 
Vidims of an unheard of Violence! And diii 
Blood was ^fiied by the Hands of a Nation, whofe 
Gov(;rnmenc themfelves declare afterwards that 
they are not at War with Spain ! 

Before the News of this dreadful Event came to 
the Knowledge of the King, the Britilh Charge 
d' Affaires feems to have made it his Bufinefs to ex* 
afperate his Majefty by all imaginable Means, Not 
being able to conceal from himfelf the Frivolity of 
his Accufations relative to our Preparations at 
Ferrol, fmce their Exidence had ceafed a long 
Time before, he was obliged to call to his Aid 
fome new Grievances, as flightly founded as they 
are deflitute of good Faith. He did not fail to 
make new Demands, fome of them contrary to what 
had been agreed upon between the two Govern* 
ments^ the ethers entirely inadmifUble from their 
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injurious Tendency. Thus it is that he exafted 
from my Court the Engagement^ " That no 
Armament whatever fhould be carried on'* in the 
Ports of Spain, whilft his Government and himfelf 
had confented that the Naval Forces of Spain 
(hould be kept up on the fame Footing as they 
Were at the Hme of the abovementioned Agree* 
ment. Thus it is, that he pretended that hi< 
Majefty had always refufed to give a diilind £x* 
planation with regard, to his Engagements with 
Fran(:e ; that without this previous Communication 
the Britifh Government had never been willing to 
eonfent to the Neutrality of Spain ; in fhort, thus 
it is, that he ended, by imperioufly demanding 
this Communication, although without declaring 
what would be the ulterior Condu£t of his Court, 
tn cafe His Majefty fhould acquiefce in this 
Demand* 

The King, my Mailer, might have refufed an 
Anfwer to this extraordinary Summons. The 
Inaccuracy of ihe Suppofitions on which it is 
founded, and the previous Seeps of the* Britifli 
SiCniftry, who, amongit the Conditions fixed by 
JEngland for the Acknowledgment of the Neu- 
traCty, had notcomprifed theNecefTity of a fimilar 
Communication, fufEcIently authorized his Majefly 
not to attend to a Demand of this Nature. 
Your Excellency knows that, immediately after 
Ac Conclufion of the Treaty of Subfidy, the Britifh 
Government addrefled to my Court Reprdenta* 
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tions, the Objed of which was by no Means to 
demand a diftinft Explanation with regard to 
the Engagements which that Treaty contained, 
but pofitively *• to declare that the fumifhing 
*^ the pecuniary Advances, as ftipulated in the 
^^ Convention concluded with France, could not 
•' be looked upon otherwife than as a War Sub/idyt 
•' &c." ThcfeExprcffions, the very fame as ufedby 
the Britifh Minifter in the Note which he delivered 
to this EScGt on the 3d of December laft, do not 
admit the Doubt that his Government was not 
at that Hme thoroughly acquainted vnth the 
Contents of the abovementioned Conventioiu 
Had it been otherwife^ could Mr, Frere hare held 
this Language without knowing the Extent of our 
Subfldies, efpecially after having declared in the 
fame Note, ** That his Government was (Ufpoied 
^* to overlook fuch pecuniary Sacrifices as ihould 
** not be of fufEcient Magnitude to force Atren« 
«* tion on account of their political Effeds ?" 
If therefore they were then acquainted with the 
Amount of the Sums which his Majefty had to ps^y 
to France, how could they now be ignorant of it ? 
And not being ignorant of it, what End do they at 
prefent propofe to themfelves in demanding the 
Difclofure of a Secret which could never have been 
one to them ? 

Suppofing even that his Majefty's Engagements 
with France, with refpeft to the Subfidies, fhoqld 

ftill remain a Myftery to the Bricifli Government, 
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u would not be lefs true, that they have no longer 
the Right to demand a diflind Explanation on this 
Subject, at lead, as a Condition efl*ential to the 
Maintenance of Peace. If the Britifli Government 
attached fo much Importance to this CommunU 
cation^ that they thought it right to make ic a 
Condition^ without which they would not engage 
to refped the Neutrality of Spain^ they ought to 
have exprefsly declared fo at the Epoch, when^ 
yielding to' the Solicitations of my Mafter, they 
fiiced the Bads of a permanent and folid Neutrality^ 
Not having then aded in this Manner, they ha4 
np. longer a Right to do fo; for other wife, that 
Aft, whereby the Conditions eflential to Neutrality 
were fettled^ and the Objed of which was evidenkiy 
to.rempve the Uncertainty of thofe Relations which 
fgjbiiiled between the Two Courts, would be en- 
tirely illufory, fince it would {till leave to England 
a Facility of continually adding frefli Conditions to 
thofe already agreed on. Hence it^ follows, that the 
Britifb Government could no longer ex9d a 
'diftinft Explanation on the Subjeft of the Sub* 
fidies, as the Price of their Refpeft for the Neu* 
trality of Spain, fo long as the Two Conditions 
relative to the Armaments, and to the Sale ot 
Prizes, fhould be ftriSly fulfilled. 

Notwithftanding all thefe Motives, according to 
which the King might have difpenfed with anfwer- 
ring diredly to this Demand, his Majefty, putting 
himfelf above all thofe Connderatioiis naturally 
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excited [by the irregular Conduft of MnFrere, 
has even condefcended to make an explicit and 
fatisfaftory Anfwer, in renewing to him a fimilar 
Affurance; to that which I had already given by his 
Order to the Britifli Government ; namely, that the 
Subfidies ftipulated by the Convention are but an 
Equivalent for the Succours in Troops and Shipt 
which he was obliged by the Treaty of 1796 to 
fiirnifh to France^ and that, in that Convention, 
there is no Article prejudicial to Englandj or con- 
trary to the Laws of Neutrality. This moderate, 
frank, and fatisfaSory Anfwer of my Court ferved 
but to produce frefh Complaints on the Part of the 
Britiih Charge d' Affaires, who did not hefitate at 
the fame Time to demand his PafTports. His 
Majefly, conilantly faithful to his Principles of 
Moderation, endeavoured to prevent, by every 

Means compatible with his Dignity, the Confe-^ 
quences of fo extraordinary a Demand, and did 
not make any Difficulty in reiterating to him again 
the moft amicable and moft frank Aflurance, as 
well on the Subfidies, as on the Armaments ; but all 
his Efforts have been ufelefs. At length, perceiv- 
ing that he was obftinate in wifhing to leave 
Madrid, fmce in the Space of Seven Days he had 
Four Times demanded his Paflports, and that, at 
the laft Solicitation, he had even threatened to 
remain there as a private Individual, or elfc to 
depart without Paflports, the King found himfelf 
under the Neceflity of granting them to him, how-^ 

ever 
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e¥ef utapieafing for his Majefty mightbe the CbAft^ 
quedce which would arife froih ib precipitate a 
Step. 

At the fame Time that this uhexpeSed Stroke 
deprived his Majefty of nearly all the Hopes he 
had till then entertalDedi his Heart was penetrated 
with the deepeft Afflidioit^ on learning the dread- 
inl Event of the 5th of Odoberi and the di^iftrous 
Circnmftances by which it had bcHen iurcompanied^ 

Although the Details, which he received from 
all Quarters, and the Uniformity of all the Ax> 
counts, gave to this Intelligence all the Force of aa 
indubitable Fad, his Majefty, under the Influence 
of ^e invariable Re£titude of his Sentiments, and 
not having as yet received official Informadonon 
this Headi flattered himfelf by calling in queftion 
the Reality of a iimilar Outrage : at leaft^ he could 
not perfuade himfelf that it had been caufed by 
an Order iflued by the Britifli Government* His 
Majefty has confequently ordered me to demand 
of them categorical Explanations on the Detention 
of his Frigates, on the Inftrudidns which may 
have been fent to the Englifli^Commanders^ and 

on the Motives which may have induced the Bridfh 
Charge d*Affaires to break off all Communication 
with the Spanifli Miniftry^ 

Notwithftanding the Coincidence of fuch alanh^ 
ing Intelligence, with the irregular ConduS: of 
Mr. Frere, the King could not refolve to take any 
Meafure which bad the leaft Appearance c^ 

V Hoftility* 
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Hoflitity. So much had he at Heart the 
ance of Peace ! It was not till after having leanic^ 
in an authendck Manner, the AS: of Violence ex- 
wdfed on the aboVe-mendoned Frigates, bf virtue 
^ an expi^fs Order of the Britifii Government, 
diat bb Majefty found himfelf tmder the Neceffity, 
kk order to conftdt the Intc^efl; of his People, 
to order an Embargo to be laid, by way of kq)ri<i 
&^ on all Engliih Proptrtj throughout His 
Dominions* 

in this State of Things^ if the King can no 
lon^r flattar himfelf with the Hope c^ an Aceom- 
thodation, if the Syftem manifefted for fofne Time 
"piA by England feems to render inevitable a Hup- 
'ture bk^tween Two Nations^ of which the reciprocal 
Ihti^fi: ongbt to lead them to live always in good 
Ujodarftanding with each other, his Majefly has 
bot iat leaft abandoned the Defire to liftenlj to pacific 
Overtores, and is flili diQ>ofed to avail himfelf of 
all the Means of Conciliation which may be com^ 
patible with the Dignity of His Crown, and the 
Safety of his Kingdoms. 

But if^ notwithftanding this conciliatory and pa- 
cific Declaration, which Thave the Honor, collfo^ 
mably to the Wiflies of the King my MsUleir, to 
make to your Excellency, the Britifh Government 
fhould decide on taking the Refolution to declare 
open War againft him, his Majefty in that Cafe, 
confiding in the Fidelity of his Subjects, and in 
the Purity of his Confcie&ce^ will have Recourft 

to 
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to thole Forces which Providence has €intru(t:e4 
^o him for the DeJFence of his People, and mil 
commit to the Fortune of War the Rrfult of a 
Conflift which he has in no Degree provoked, 
and with the Confbquences of which he will accord* 
ingly not have to reproach himfelf, 

I avail myifelf of this Opportunity, &c. 
(Signed) The Chev. D'ANDUAGA; 
JEBs Excellency Lord Karrowby, 

Principal Secretary of State for 

foreign Affairs. 

No. 52. 

Copy of a Letter from George Hammond 

£fquire, to J. H. Frere Efquire, dated 

Downing-Street, ^4th December 1804. 

. Sir, 

t Herewith inclofe to you the Extraft of a Note 

V from the Chevalier d'Anduaga, dated the lad 
of this Month, in tvhich, you will obferve an AiTer- 
.tion of that Minifter, that the Naval Armament 
xanied on in the Ports of Spain was confined to 
ihe Limits pirefcribed by an Agreement concluded 
:bn the 19th of Oftober 1863, between the Britifh 
and Spaniih Governments. No Traces of any 
juch Agreement having been found in the Gorre« 
^ndence of this Office, I am dire^ed to requefi: 
that you will ftate to me, for the Information of 
iiis Majcfty's Government, whether you ever en- 
tered iiito any Agreement, exprefled or implied^ 

xj 2 with 
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Vfith the Spamfli Minifters, which can iil any 
Degree warrant the Affertion of the Chevalier 
d'Anduaga to which I hare adverted. 

I am^ &c. 

GEO. HAMMOND- 
J. H. Frere, Efq. 



«*^»«MMIiMB^«B*Mi«i 



(Inclofure referred to in No. 5a.) 
Extrad of a Note from the Chevalier d'An- 

« 

duaga to Lord Harrowby, dated aid 
December 1804. 

#^UOI(^UE de pareils reproches en retour dot 
^^ Preuves que le Roi avait toujours donnees de 
fon Empreflement a reiTerrer les Liens d' Amide 
qui I'uniffoient au Gouvemement Britannique, 
ctaient de Nature a lui caufer la plus vive Surprife, 
Sa Majeile n*en fit pas moins repondre auz Re- 
prefentations peu mefurees de Mr. Frere avec 
cette Moderation qui eft le Trait le plus faillant 
dans I'Hiftoire de fa Conduite politique.-— Modera- 
tion d'autant plus eclatante dans cette Circon-^ 
ftance^ que le fufdit Armement dont on a fait tant 
de bruit, fe renfermait dans les Bornes prefcrites 
par un Accord qui s'etoit pafle le 1 9 Odobre 
] 8031 entre les deux Minifteres, puifqu'il fe 
bornait au m6me Nombre de Vaifleaux qui 
etaient deja armes avant cette Epoque ; et ce qui 
eft plus dccifif encore pour mettre en Evidence les 
Vues pacifiques du Roi, c'eft que 1' Armement en 

queftioq 
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queftion avolt eti fufpendu par Ordre de Sa Ma- 
jefte plufieurs Jfixxn avant que le Charg^ d'Af* 
faires Britannique en eut forme des Plaintes. 



(TranOation.) 

ALTHOUGH fuch Reproaches, in Return for 
the Proofs which the King had always given of 
his Eagernefs to ftrengthen the Bonds of Friend- 
fbip which united him to the Britifh Government^ 
were of a Nature to excite in him the greatefl: 
Surprize, his Majefty, neverthelefs, dire£led An- 
fwers to the intemperate Reprefentations of Mr. 
Frere, to be made with that Moderation which is 
the nnoft ftriking Point in the Hiftory of his po- 
litical Conduct; a Moderation the more fignal 
from this Circumftancej that the above-mentioned 
Armament, which excited fo much Senfation, was 
confined within the Limits prefcribed by an Agree- 
ment^ which was concluded on the 19th October 
1803, between the two Governments, fince it was 
reftrifted to the fame Number of VeiTels which 
were already armed before this Epoch j and what 
proves ftiU more clearly the pacific Views of the 
King, is that the Armament in queftion had been 
Ibfpended by his Majefty's Orders fome Days 
before 4he Britifli Charge d' Affaires had brought 
forward his Complaint on the Subject, 
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No. 53. 

Letter from J. H. Frere Efquire to Geotg§ 
Hammond Efquire, dated London, 34th 
December 180^ 

Sir, 
T HAVE juft received your Letter. The Ex- 
' preffion in the Chevalier D'^Anduaga^s Note is 
quite unintelligible to me. It appears to affert 
the Exiftence of fomething of the Nature of 2^ 
xvritten Treaty, upon the Subje^ of the Spaniih 
Armaments, and it affigns the 19th of Odober 
1803 as the Date of this fuppofed Agreement. It 
is certain, neverthelefs, that no Convention or 
Agreement, either written or verbal* everpaued 
between Mr. Cevallbs and me, either then or at 
soiy other Time. A Declaration indeed was made^ 
in the Notes addreffed to Mr. Cevallos on the 24th 
of January and the 18th of February, dating, that 
His Majefty's Government was difpofed, in hopes 
of better Times, to exercife for the Prefent a dif- 
cretional Forbearance ; yet that this Forbearance 
would ceafe the Moment that Spain departed 
from her Status quo with refpeft to Armaments. 

Mr. Cevallos in his Anfwer has defcribed thi^ 
Declaration as the Bafis of a Neutrality binding 
upon Great Britain. Afterwards, in his Correfpon- 
dence with my Brother, whofe firfl: Objeft was to 
bring back the Spanifli Armaments to the State in 
which they had been left in confequence of this 
Declaration, Mr. Cevallos goes a Step further, 
and calls it a Convention of Neutrality propofed 

It by 
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by Great Britain : This is in liis Note of the 29th 
of Odober 1804, which can have no AUufion, 
but to tlie DeclaratioB of the iH^h of January and 
the 18th ofFebraaiy, Ag^ii> in his Note of the 
3d of Noyembet « he refers to a Convention or 
Treaty of Neutrality of the 19th of Oftober 1803 ; 
meaning, I fuppofe, the Treaty of Sub&dy w&h 
France> the Stipulations of which, though they 
have never been communicated, he refers to lir 
l^nown ; and in a Maimer implying that they weee 
mutually binding upon Great Britain and Spain*^ 
I cannot but ima^e that Mr. D*Anduaga muft 
h»ve been mided by tbefe two Gircumftaaces^ and 
^t kmg it aliened in Mr. Cevattos* Note oC 
tbe asth of Oaober. that there aiHted a Treaty of 
Neutrality, which had been propofed by Great; 
Britain; and ag^in^ in the Note of the 3d of 
N<w6mber, that the State of the Armaments was. 
10 be regulated by a Convention of the 19th of 
Qdsd^r } he may have concluded that they were 
one and the fame, and coniequently may have 
affixed to this ipiaginary Treaty the Date of the 
One concluded with Fran^ce. My Conjecture may 
h^ wrong, but Mr. D'Anduaga's Aflertjon appears 
ta mc inexplicabb in any other Way. 

I am, &c« 

(Signed) J. H. FRERE* 
G. Hammond Efquire. 



m 
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No. 54. 

[ Extraft of a I^etter from Lieutenant Genera) 

Nugent to the Right Honourable Lord 
Hobart, 4ated J^nwica, 14th January 
1804. 

J HAVE juft received the enclofed Extraft of a 
' Letter from Sc. Jago de Cuba of ,the 8th IHf 
fiant ; and as the IntelUgeoce is fully credited by 
ffae Gentleman who forwarded it to me, I have 
advifed the Admiral of its Contents. The Fr^cb 
Troops alluded to are Parts of the Garrifons of Port 
au Prince, under General La Valette ; Cape Ni<^Ia 
Mole, und^ General Nosdlles ; and Jereniie } which 
cfcaped from our Gruizers ; together with a coo- 
fiderable Number of Sick and Gonvalefcents^ 
whom it was confidered as unfafe to bring away, 
or to retain in Jamaica. I km forry that the 
Redudion in our Numbers here will not permit 
me to reinforce Providence ; but I am confident 
in the Efficacy of our Naval Force for the ProtefiKon 
of that Ifland and its Dependencies. 

We fhall Ipok with a very jealous Eye toward^ 
Cuba, in which Ifland the French Troops have 
been, contrary to the pretended Neutrality of the 
Spanifli Government, moft glaringly permitted to 
remain embodied, and Privateers to be fitted out, 
notorioufly the Property of and manned by 
Frenchmen. 

No, 55, 
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; No. 55, 

£xtra£l of a Letter from Governor Halkett 
to the Right Honourable Lord Hobart, 
dated Bahamas, a 6th January 1804^ 

T HAVE the Honour to inform your Lordihipi 
that, by Information juft received here from 
different Parts of the Coaft of Cuba, there cannot, 
I think, be any Doubt but chat an Expedition is 
immediately intended againft this Place by a Body 
of French Troops that have been landed under 
General Noailles in that liland from St. Domingo, 
I am fo confident of the Authenticity of the 
Informatioii, and of their Intention againft this 
Ifland, that I fhall immediately give Information 
of it to General Nugent and Admiral Duckworth 
at Jftinaica, and alfo to Sir Andrew Mitchell at 
Bermuda, to requeft fome additional Prote&ion, 
if poffible, without Delay. , 



(Inclofure in No. 55.) 

S. Jago de Cuba, 8 Janvier 1804. 
ll, eft arrive ici, il y a deux Jours, un Agent 
l^ran9ois qui dit avoir beaucoup de pouvoir. 
Jufqu'a prcfent le Gouvernement Efpagnol ne veut 
pas ie reconnoitre, ceia ne TEmpeche pas cependant 
^p laifler un fubftitut pour juger les Prifes. 

Le 
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Le General Noailles eft forti de Barracoa arec 
fon Armee qui eft de f ooo a 1200 Hommes pour 
b feedre a Porto Principe, ou it doit l^c^^ganifer 
et Paugmenter. |1 7 a des Perfonnes enyoyees 
par lui dans cetce Ville pour y faire de$ Recruei 
fecretement, o\X affurc qu'il a le Projet de s'cmparcr 
^e la Providence, mais j^efpere qu'il fera arrete 
4ans fon Ghemin. Plus de Corfaires que jam^ ; 
tout le monde arme. 



(Tranflation of Inclofure in No. s^.) 

St. Jago de Cuba, Sth January 1804. 

A French Agent arrived here two Pays ago, who^ 

is laid to have great Authority. The Spaniib 

viU not as yet recognize him ; which Circumftance 

has not, however, prevented his leaving a Dq)uty^ 

for the Purpofe of adjudging Prizes. 

General Noailles has left Barracoa, together 
with his Army (which confifts of from looo to 
1200 Men,) on their Way to Porfo Principe, 
where he is to organize and augment it. Some Per- 
fons have been fent by him to that Town, in order 
to recruit them fecretly. It is affirmed, that he has^ 
an Intention of making himfelfMafter of la Pi:o-. 
vidence, but I hope that he will be ftopped in his 
Way thither. Privateers are in greater Numbe^ 
than ever ; every Body is fitting them out. 

No. 56^ 
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No. 56. 

IfLxtxzQ: of a Letter from Governor Hklket| 
to the Right Honourable Lord Hobart^ 
dated Bahamas, $d February i8o4*«r-&cK 
ceived 9th of April following. 

Q INCE I had the Honor of writing to your Lord« 
fhip on the 26th ulfiino, Admiral Duckworth' 
has fent another Sloop of War to this Station, fo 
that I have no Doubt, with the other Veflek already 
equipped in (his Port, and the Steps adopted for 
the Defence of the Ifland, we fhall be enabled to 
give a good Account of the intended French Equip*- 
ment, when it arrives. 

In Addition to the corroborated Information I 
have received relative to this SubjeQ:, Admiral 
Duckworth mentions, that the French Force uhder 
General Noailles at Barracoa amounted to between 
1000 and 1200 Men ; that he was organizing and 
cncreafing his Force \ that he had been employr 
ing fecrct Agents for the Purpofe of promoting 
his Plan againft this Ifland (of which I had re-* 
ceived good Information), and mentioning the 
(^uarte?: where |t was fuppofed they would attempt 
^ Landing. Every Precaution, however, has I 
think been taken, and it is extremely improbable 
that they can arrive without Notice being given of 
their Approach -, and eflFeftual Refiftance made to 
their Progrcfs by the VefTeb which have been 
employed for tl^ Purpofe. 

Indeed 
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Indeed by an Account received from the Coaft 
of Cuba, I think that it is likely that General 
Noailles has been recently killed in aa Adion 
which took place on that Coaft with - one of the 
armed private Veflels from this Port, the Captain 
of which very imprudently permitted himfelf to be 
boarded in the Night-time by a French Veffei, 
having on board about 350 French Soldiers ; the 
Captain of the Britifl^ Ve0el was killed, together 
with a great Nymber of his Crew, and the VeiTel 
captured, I under(tand that Eighty or Ninety of 
%he French Soldiers were killed in the Adton, and 
(hat General Noailles di^d of bis Wounds, 
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E^trafl: of a Letter from Governor Halkett 
to the Right Honourable Lord Hobart, 
&c. &c. &c. dated Government Houfe, 
Bahamas, nth February 1804. — Received 
9th of April following. 

T HAD the Honour to inform your Lqrdfliip, by 
the Way of America, on the 26th Ultimo and 
3d Inftant, of an intended Attack upon the liland 
of New Providence, by a Body of Frcngh Troops 
(amounting, by the lateft Accounts, from twelve 
to Fifteen hundred Men), who had fled from St, 
Domingo, and have been collefting in various Parts 
of the Ifland of Cuba. The Corroboration of the 
intended Attempt, and (he Inforn^ation of the 

Quarter 
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(Quarter from which we ought moft p^tictl-^ 
larly to look for them^ had been fent to me by Sit 
John Duckworth from Jamaica. 

The principal Part of the French Force is noW 
at the Havanna, and I have been under the Ne- 
cefQty of fending a Remonftrance to the Spanifli 
Governor there, with refpe£k to the tacit ProtedioH 
the Enemy have been receiving in different Placet 
under his Command, and demanding an explidc 
Anfwer on the Subjed. I can affure your Lord« 
fliip, that every Step has been adopted here which 
can add to our Security and Protection « I have 
faired all the armed Veflels which we can poffibly 
man in this Colony, and I think it likely that the 
Preparations which have been made^ may prevent 
their undertaking what nothing but their Superio** 
rity of Numbers could have originally fuggefted. 



No, 58. 

Extraft of a Letter from Governor Halkett 

to the Right Honourable Lord Hobart, 

dated Government Houfe, Bahamas, 7ch 

April 1804.— Received 20th June ifol- 

lowing. 

^HE Conduft of the Spanifh Government at 

Cuba, with refpefk to the French, has been, 

confidering the Neutrality, ihameful in the higheft 

Degree. To the Remonftrances which I thought 

it my Duty to make to the Governor at the Ha- 

vannaby 
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Vsnnah, he anfwers^ that nothing inconfifteht wittl 
iht Rules of Neutrality had taken place withm 
his Government ; and that he confined himfelf 
ftriSIy to common Ads of Humanity or Hof- 
^taltty to the French who had arrived there. This 
fkc aflerts, although it is a notorious Fad, that the 
Whole of this extenflye Coaft of the Ifland ot 

• 

Cuba has ftir feveral. Months been a Shelter and 
Protedion to the numerous French Privateers who 
infefl thofe Seas, and has Afforded them fafe and 
convenient Places of Depofit for their Prizes. la 
the Havanna itfelf, atmed Veflels hate been fitted 
out by the French^ hsive proceeded to Sea and im<^ 
mediately returned with valuable Bridlh Priiies; 
Part of whofe Cargoes have been difpofed of in that 
Port without any (^eftions or Interference. There 
are now in the Havahna Four valluabk homeward* 
bound Jamaica Ships, and Four Brigs^ which they 
have recently captured and carried to thac Placei 
They have been ptirchafing Veffels and arming 
them there, and have been allowed a Degree of 
Licence and Latitude which can be looked upon 
as little fliort of adual Hoftility on the Part of the 
Spanifli Government. 

The French Squadron in the Havainnah amounts 
to about Ten armed Veffels of different Defcrip^ 
tions, and they have purchafed Three American 
Ships for Tranfports. If they proceed towards 
Europe, I think it probable they will meet with 
Admiral Mitchell's Squadron from Bermuda^ as 1 

have 
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faaVe fent early ][nformation to him of their prot^ 
bable Motions. . 



No. 59. 

Extfaft of a Letter from Governor Halketi 

to the Right Honoui*able Lord Hobart^ 

datedCrovemment Houfe, Batiamas, ipch 
May 1804^ 

t AM happy to inform your Lordtiiip, that the 
French Troops under the Command of General 
La^alette have at length left the liland of Cuba. 
§ome of them have, I believe, proceeded with the 
Intention of joining the French, who, it is reported^ 
ilill hold PofieOTion of the City of St. Domingo. 
Othe^ of them, I imagine, have gone to Charlefton 
in thdr Way to Europe. La Valette, together 
with Defhayes, the Commodore df this Squadron, 
amd aibout 200 of their beff Troops, have been 
caft away on one of the moft northern of the 
Bahama Iflands, and probably all drowned, except 
otie Officer and a few Men, who were picked up 
by one of the Ne w Trovidence Veffels, and brought 
to this Place. 

As I think we can have now no juft Caufe of 
any Apprehenfion of Attack here from the French, 
I have difcontinued the additional hired armed 
Veffels ; and I hope, before my Departure from 
this Ifland, I (hall have cleared off every Expencc 
^ whatevca*. 
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Vhttever, which has been incurred iip5n this fie^ 
ceflary Occafion, and which was« in my Opinion^ 
the undoubted Caufe of preventing any Attempt 
upon this Ifland. 



^.j^ 
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JEIxti-af); of a Letter from Lieutenant Gch 
vernor Nugent to the Right Honourable 
Lord Hobart» dated Jamaica^ aoth May 
i8o4< > ^ . 

npHE GroverHor of the Ifland of Cuba hamg 
permitted the French Troops * which e£;:aped 
from St. Domingo to aflemble and equip tbiem« 
felves for Service at the Havannah, &c. and. 
having alfo giren Encouragement to the fittin|^ 
out of Privateers from the Harbours of that Ifland^ 
to the Injury of the Commerce of Jamaica, Sir 
J. T. Duckworth and I have thought it neeeffary 
at length to write the enclofed Letter to the Mar^ 
quis die Someruelos upon the Subjed. The For*' 
tunee Frigate has not yet returned with anAnfwer^ 



( 
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(Tnclofure in No. 60.) 

Copy of a Lifter from Lieutenant Governor 
Nugent and Sir J. T. Duckworth to the 
Governor of the Havannah, dated King's 
Houfe, Jamaica, 19th April 1804. 

Sir, 
iD EAR Admiral Duckworth^ commanding thof 

Squadron of the King our Mafter in thcfe 
Seas, having in his Letters of the 3d of September, 
1 8 th of December, and 30th of January^ ftated 
to your Excellency the Breaches of Neutrality 
that were continually taking place in the various 
Otttports of Cuba within your Excellency's Go- 
vernment, even to the colle^ing and organizing 
a -IVench Force under the General of Brigade 
Noailles^ for the Purpofe of attacking His Ma- 
jesty's Ifland of New Providence, or other of His 
Settlements. We had full Reliance on your Ex- 
cellency's high Charafter,' to put a Stop to Ads 
fo hoftile as muft evidently be deftruftive of that 
Harmony which we thought happily fubfifted be- 
t^een the Two Nations, and which we have en- 
deavoured by every Means to preferve for the ge- 
neral Good of both. It is therefore with great 
Regret we feel ourfelves called upon, in our joint 
Situations as Governor and Naval Commander in 
Chief, to reprefent to your Excellency that we 
have recently received Accounts A'om the Ha- 
vannah, the Place of your Excellency's Refidence, 
. . X that 
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that the French Troops already alluded to are af- 
lowed to aflemble there, and to hold out the fame 
threatening Afpe£t ; and that Britiih Veflek cap^ 
tured by French Privateers equipped in the Bz- 
vannah (we may even fay under your Excellency's 
Eye), are brought in and their Cargoes taken out j 
aqd as a Proof, particularize to your Excellency 
the Britifli Queen, which is faid to be intended for 
General Valettc and Part of his Troops j add to* 
this the Brig George from New Brunfwick, a Ship; 
from Honduras, a Brig, and Schooner Fly from 
this liland, are Part of the Captures* It confe-> 
quently mufl be obvious^ to your Excellency a 
Continuance of Meafures fo hoilile to aNationt 
by whom the flri£fceft Amity is preferved, mull 
lead to Confequences moft dreadful to refieS; oil. 
We therefore have difpatched His Majefty*sShip= 
Fortunee to convey our Sentiments, and, if polE-^ 
ble, to avert the Evil which muft be the Rcfult of 
a Continuance of our Enemy^ 

We have the Honour ^to be, &c^ 

(Signed) J, NUGENT. 

J. T. DUCKWORTH. 
His Excellency the Marquis de Someruelos, 
Captain- General, &c. &c. &:c. 
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£xtra£l of an Order from the Right Honour^ 
able the Lords Commiflioners of the Ad<* ' 
miralty to Vice Admiral Lord Vifcount 
Nelfon, dated the iSth May 1803. 

AS it is highly important that your Lordfliip 
(hould be watchful of the Condud of the 
Court of Spain in the prcfent Moment, you are 
to dire£fc your Attention to the Naval Preparations 
that may be maldng in the feveral Ports of that 
Kingdom in the Mediterranean, as alfo at Cadiz^ 
and to take every pra£licable Means for obtaining^ 
from Time to Time, all the Intelligence you may 
be able to colled on that Subjed. 

Your Lordfhip is to take cafe that no Interruption 
be offered by any of the Ships or Veflels under 
your Command to any Spanifh Ships of War or 
Trade, while they condudt themfelvcs in a Manner 
becoming a Neutral Nation. But at the fame Time, 
your Lordfhip is to underftand, that however de« 
firable it may be to avoid any Meafure of Hofti- 
lity mgainft that Country, you are not to fuffer any 
Squadron of Spanifh Ships of War to enter a 
French Port, or to form a Jundion with any 
Squadron, oT Ships or VefTels of that or the 
Batavian Republic. 
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No. 62. 

Extras of a Letter from Williairi Warr^ 
Efquire, Hw Majefty^s adlingConful at 
Porto, to Sir Evan Nepcan Bart, dated 
the 26th July 1803. 

I BEG Leave to mention that this Coafl: h 
much annoyed by the Enemy's fmall Privateer*; 
that they are fitted out from the neighbouring 
Ports of Gfallicia; and, confidering the Nature 
of this Bar, and the Approach of Winter,, the 
Trade is much expofed. I have juft received Intelli- 
gence, that tlie Ship Commerce, of Dublin, — 
Grant, Matter, to this Place, hafs been captufed 
by a fmall French Row-boat Privateer, from* VigcT, 
and carried into Guarda, in direft Violation of 
Neutrality, having been taken unHet the Guns cf 
the Fort. 



No. 63. 

Copy of an Order from Sir Edward Pellet 
Bart, to Captain Wallis, of His Majefty's 
Ship Naiad, dated on board the Tonnant, 
off the Coaft of Spain, the 1 5th Auguft 
1803. 

TJIS Excellency the Captain General of Galicia, 

refident at Corunna, having fignified toyoa in 

reply to your Rcqueft for Refrefliments and Wafer, 

'' ' '' '' that 
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that you were at liberty to fupply your Wants 
4hcrc, 

You are hereby required and directed to pro- 
ceed, in His Majefty's Ship you command, into 
the outer Roads of Corunna, and requeft of his 
Excellency the Governor Permiffion to complete 
your Water accordingly ; and in cafe of Refufal, 
you wiU fignify your Expedacion of receiving 
that Denial, by which he deprives His Majcfty's 
Ships of the Rights of Neutrality, ip Writing, that 
you may tranfmit it to His Majefty's Minifters ia 
England. 

You are to permit as little Communication with 
the Shore as poffible, and to be particularly cautious 
to fupport the good Underftanding which at prefent 
fubfifts between the Subjefts of the Two Nations ; 
and in every Thing conform yourfelf with ftridt 
Neutrality, holding yourfelf on Guard, and ready 
to come out, if any fufpicious Qircumflances fhould 
arife to create Alarm in your Mind of any hoftile 
Intention. 

Given on board His Majefty's Ship Tonnant, 
off die Coaft of Spain, i5fh Auguft 1803. 

(Signed) E. PELLEW. 
Captain Wallis, H. M. Ship Naiad. 



.,*——♦- 
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No. 64. 

Copy of a Letter from Captain Wallis of 
His Majefty's iSiip Nmd, dated ii\ 
Corunna^ i6th Auguft 1803^ 

&r, 
T HAVJl to requeft you will fend nje ofl^ ia 
Spanifh Boats, Fifty Tons of Water, which fhall 
be paid for in the ufual Way } as alfo frefli Beef, if 
It cat! be obtained i likewife Vegetables, or aiqr 
l&ind of !R.efre{bments you may be able to prQCure;^ 
^leafe tp fend me an Anfwer in Writings 

I am, Sir, &c. &€•• ftcc 

J. ,W ALUSt 
To His Britannic Msyefty's A^ng Gonful^ 

at CcH'unaa* 



j .4» 



No. 65. 

Copy of a Letter from Captain Wallis to 

the Captain General of Galicia, dated 

on board His Majefty^s Ship Naiad in 

Corunna, ^ 6th Augufl: 1803. 

Sir, 

T HAVE not hitherto been able to avail myfelf 

of your Excellency's Permiffion given the 31ft 

of laft Month to water the King*s Ship under my 

Command. I am now come for that Purpofe, 

^nd I requeft your Excellency will permit the 

Qentl?iiian who a^s as Englifh Conful to fend me 
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x>S between Forty and Fifty Tons in Spanifh Boats, 
which will complete the Ship's Water, and it (hall 
be regularly paid for. 

I am very defirous of manifefting my Refpe^ 
to h^6 mofl: Catholic Majedy, which I ihall do by 
a Salute of Fifteen Guns, when I fee bis Colours 
hoifted on any of the Forts or Fortifications, and 
un Aflurance in Writing from your Excellency^ 
jdiat a fimilar Refped will be ihewn to the Natloa 
I hive the Honour to belong to, by returning an 
fequal Number of Guns. 

I beg your Excdiency to believe me to be 
with high Refped and due Confideratiom, 
your Excellency's 

moft obedient Servant, 
Captain of His Majefty's Ship Naiad, 
To his Excellency the Captain Gexieral 
of Galida, &c. ^Sfc. &c« 



No. 66. . 

Copy of a Letter from Mr. Morrogh, Britifli 
Conful at Corunna, to Captain James 
Wallis, dated 17 th Augufl: 1803. 

CjNCE writing to you this Morning, I have re- 
ceived the enclofed Letter for you from the 
Captain General, requefting I would fend you a 
Tranflation of it ; on reading it, I immediately 
waited on bis Excellency, and uled all the Argu* 

;x 4 m^Ots 
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Wents in my Power to diffuade him from the Order 
he had given not to let come on Shore your OfEcers, 
but could not prevail on him^as he fays' his Orders 
are fo pointed from Court, on the Head of Vcflcls, 
having had any Intercourfe with any from the 
Weft India lilands. I told him that I did not know 
that you had captured any from thence, and that 
if you did, you had taken every Precaution as is 
always done ; I think you had faiettcr enforce this 
point in your Anfwer to his Excellency. I teive 
got the CaljLS put into Spanifh Boats, and fliall 
haye them filled as foon as poffible ; until fome 
-further Determination, I (hall fend oflT in Spam*{h 
Boats what you may demand. You will pleafe to 
excufe Hafte, ?is the Gentlemen have been kept toq 
long in the Boat. 

I am, &c. 

PATRICK MORROGH. 



^ (Inclofure In No. 66.) 

Tranflation of the Governor of Corunna's 

Anfwer to Captain Wallis's Firft Letter, 

4ated Corunna, 17th Auguft 1803. 

Sir, 

T HAVE received your Letter of Yefterday's Date, 

and being defirous to ferve you in whatever lays 

'in my Power, I have mentioned to the Britifli 

Agent here that he may get you fupplied with 

Water, or whatever Refrefhmen^s yoq may requirej 

an4 
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and the lame I will do whenever It lays ia mj 
Power. 

Jt has been repeatedly reported here, ch^t you 
have captured ieveral Veflels from St. Domingo, 
whichj on Account of the epidemic Fever in that 
lAand, has fpr^ univerfal Alarm throughout, 
and the Health Board, as well as myfelf, have 
received the ftrifteft Orders from Court to enforce ] 
^Quarantine in all Veflels coming from the Weft 
India Ijlands, or thof^ who may have had any Int^« 
courfe with them ; for which Reafon it lays me 
Vndcr the difogreeable NeceflTity to inform you the 
Poard of health will not confent that any of your 
Officers or Men come on fhore, nor have any In- 
^ercourfe with the Inhabitants, nor can I permit 
your Veffel to enter this Port without (he is toper- 
form Quarantine. 

In regard to the Salute, the Orders we have, 
are to treat all Men of W^r in Amity with his 
Catholic Majefty as we do our own ; and it is 
only by the late Treaties with RuiSa and France 
that Gun fpr Gun is returned, otherwife I fhould 
find great Pleafure m being able to comply with 
your Requeft, not only in this, but in any Thing 
fglfe you think I can be of fervice to you j and 
f emain truly^ 

Sir, 
Yopr attentive bumble Servant. 



No. 674 
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No. 67. 

Copy of a Letter from Captain Wallis 
to the Captain General of Gallcia^ dated 
on board His Britannic Majefty's Ship 
Naiad, in Corunna, the 1 7th Augufl 1803* 

Sir, 
T AM to acknowledge the Receipt of your Ex- 
cellency's Letter of this Date, the Contents of 
.which I muft confefs myfelf at a Lofs how to 
account for; and I think it abfolutely requifite to 
call your Excellency's Attention to the Intercourfe 
which has taken place between this Ship and 
Corunna, fince the 30th of lafl: Months which 
ought to do away any Impreflion in your Mind of 
my having any infeftious Diforder on board. 

By your Letter of the 3ifl: to me, you ex^ 
preiTdd year Readinefs to me to comply with my 
Requcft, and as a neutral Nation I had a Right, 
it being merely Water and Refreftments, Under^ 
Handing I could get thofe Things with more 
Facility at Ferrol, I applied to the Governor of 
that Place, who advifed me to go to Corunna, 
where I might anchor, and get whatever I wanted, 
Un^er all thefe Circunjftances, I came off here 
WX Evening, and was piloted to an Anchorage by 
a Pilot, authorized by you to do fo. 

Before Sua-fet 1 fent an OfEcer from this Ship 
on Shore with the Rank of Captain of Infantry, 
with a Letter to your E^fcellency ; this Officer was 

treated 
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treated with great Infult, and obliged to' return to 
me without being permitted to deliver the Letter 
he was charged with, and this too in the Prefcnce 
of the Officers belonging to the French Frigate, 

This Morning at Six o'Clock you fent off what 
was reprefented to me to be the Commandant of 
the Port, and three Gentlemen of the Board of 
Health ; they were with me near an Hour, and 
made many Profeffions of Friendfliip on the Part 
of your Excellency, and an Apology for your Con- 
duft to the Britifli Officer laft Evening ; from 
which I attribute the Treatment he met with to 
human Fraihy guided by particular Influence. 
They informed me likewife that the Oflicers of 
this Ship were by your Excellency's Direftions per- 
mitted to go on Shore whenever they pleafed, and 
your Converfation fmce that with the Britifli Conful 
upon the Subject, confirmed me in the Opinion 
that, if they were permitted to go on Shore, they 
would be treated with that Refpeft they had a 
Right to expeft, I fent two of them afterwards on 
X)uty to get Rcfrefliments, but it would appear that 
your Excellency's Profeflions of Friendfliip only 
Jed to wifli for frefti Opportunities to inlult the 
JK^ing^s Officers under my Command, for, when 
they landed, the Centinels pointed Bayonets to 
their Breafts, and drove them into the Boat again, 
;and made them flay there for two Hours, and 
then they returned on board, and this too is faid 
to be by your Order, under a fstlfe Pretence of 

roy 
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^^y halving taken St. Domingo Ships/ Sir, I told 
the Officers of Health this Morning, that I had 
ifjot taken any iince I left England^ and individually 
you dare not doubt my Word ; in my public Situa? 
tioa you ought to place more Confidence. I will 
not trefpafs much longer oa your Excellency'^ 
Time or Patience, but I regret exceedingly you 
ar^ fo badly advifed. I muit therefore requefl 
your Excellency will Inform me in Writing, for 
the Information of His Majefty'^ Minifters, why 
the King of England's Ship under my Command 
is deprived of the Rights of Neutrality. I hope fia, 
cerely your JSxcellency's Condu^on tbis^ Occafton 
way not lead to Confequences of tfaie moft ferious 
Nature. Sir, I ihall conclude my Correfpondencc; 
3with you, by expreffing my Surprife that you fhould 
fuppofe an Englifh Man of War would fubmit to 
any Thing lefs than an equal Number of Gun^ 
pven from the mofl: powerful Nation in Europe. 
I am, with dueConfidera:ion, Sir, &c. &c. 

JAMES WALLIS, 
Captain of His Majefty's Ship Naiad, 

To his Excellency 
The 'Captain General of Galicla, Corunna. 



No 68. 



( i^7 ) 

No. 68. 

Copy of a Letter from Mr. Patrick Morrogfe^ 
•Afting Conful at Corunna, to Capcaia 
Wallis of the Naiad, dated Corunna, 17th 
Auguft 1803. 

Sir, 
JN anfwer to your Letter of Yefterday's Date, I 

hJive to inform you, that the Letter you wrott 

t6 the Captain General was handed to hin^ this 

Morning, with its Tranflation. He acqaiefl-es ill 

your Demand that you may have the neceffary 

Supplies of Wafer and Refrefhments, and that you 

&nd yotir Officers may come on Shore whencvef 

you. may think fit, but he cannot in what you re-^ 

quire of the Salute, Gun for Gun, as this is oxUy 

|}tadifed by late Treaties with Ruffia and France ; 

but he will^ return the Salute. as with all other 

Nations in Amity, with Two Guns lefs. I Tend 

the Bearer with a Boat for the Cafks to be filled 

with Water; but I mud obferve to you, it will 

take fome Days to get the Quantity you want* 

I fliall fend off this Evening Five hundred Pounds 

of Frefh Beef, and have fent into the-Country 

for Two Bullocks and Thirty Sheep, as they arc 

not to be had this Day in Town, and expeft to 

be able to fend them to you To-morrow Evening. 

You will pleafe to mention what Kind of Refrefh- 

ment, and Quantity thereof, you would have fent 

off, whiqh fhall be immediately complied with. 

I remain, &c. 

, FAT. MORROGH. 

James Wallis, Efq, 

No. 69. 



( 3*8 ) 

No. 69* 

Copy of a Letter of Captain Wallis of the 
Naiad to Mr. Morrogh, His Majcfty's 
Conful at Corunna, dated i7thAugu(l 
1803. 

Sir, 
T HAVE juft received your Letter, and I beg you 
to exprefs my Thanks to the Captaia General 
for his Acquiefcencc to my Requeft- I am forry 
that what his Excellency fays refpeding the Salute^ 
puts it quite out of my Power, as my Inrcrudjoni 
firi£ily forbid my faluting the Flag of any Nation 
without a Certainty of its being returned by an 
equal Nuniber of Guns. 

You will have to hire for the Water, as I wiih 
to prevent my Men going on Shore. 

1 fhall give as little Trouble as poflible, and 
obferve the ftridefl Neutrality ; therefore, the 
lefs my Officers and Men go on Shore the better, 
as it is my Intention to fail as foon as I can get the 
"Water, which I hope will be by To-morrow Even- 
ing. I have fent the Purfer on Shore to fetdc 
with you for the Bullocks, Sheep, and Vegetable*. 

1 am. 
Sir, 
Your mod obedient Servant, 

J. WALLIS. 
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No. 70. 

Copy of a Letter from Patrick Morrogh 
Efquire, Britifh Conful at Corunna, to 
Captain James Wallis, dated 19th Augufl: 
I Soj, 

Sir, 
I Received yom* kind Letter of the 17th Inftant 
^ by laft Evening's Mail. I informed Jlfs Majefty V 
Conful General at Madrid with the Particulars^ 
which occurred with this Captain General, on his 
not permitting your Officers to come on Shore, 
with fuch frivolous Excufes ; and I am fure 
Mr. Hunter will do the Needful with more 
Efficacy than any Thing here. 

Mr. Kearney carries the Account of the Difburfo- 
ments f every Afliftance and Expedition has been 
done that this Place can aSbrd, and fhall be happy 
in hearing if it meets your Approbation, and fhafi 
be at all Times in receiving your Commands. 

I am, &c. &c. 
(Signed) PAT. MORROGH. 

jfao^s Wallis Efquire. 
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txtraft of a Letter from Captain Sfir Edward 
Pellew Bart, to the Honourable Admiral 
Corn wallis, dated off Cape Prior, the 24th 
of Auguft 1803. 

Sir, 

T Have the Honour to tranfmit you Copies of ai 
Correfpondence between Captain James WalliSj 
of His Majefly's Ship Naiad, and the Captain. 
General of the Province of Galicia, refident ac 
Corunna, and my Order] to Captain Walli^, for 
proceeding to that Port to water, upon Alfurance, 
before given by theCaptainGeneral, ofhis Readinefs 
to furniOi the NeceiTaries that Ship (lood in need 
o(. t am happy- to inform you, that this Cor- 
refpondence, although a little awkward at firft, 
terminated at lall amicably, the Governor ex- 
preffing his Concern that he could not permit the 
Officers to come on Shore, and excufing himfetf 
of any intended Difrefpeft. The Motives I afted 
tjpon were two, the firfl to obtain a direfl: and 
digcfted Account of the Proceedings of the French 
Squadron, and their probable Objefts ; the other, 
to enable me to fupply the Mars with Water, 
fo as to retain her on her Station as long as her 
Provifions lafted. In this Particular I have failed^ 
the Frigate getting only Thirty Tons ; and I do 
not think, after what paffed, and the manifcft In* 

fiiuence 



lAucttce the Freiich Officers have ovet the Captain 
General, that he will allow bf the Naiad's water- 
ing again. On the former Part We wete more 
fuccefsful, and underlland that pofitive Ordets 
have been recieived from Madrid, not only to equip 
the Whole of the Spanilh Fleet ac Ferrol, but to 
refit in every Particular the French Squadron, and 
to allow them to imprefs all Frenchmen ia 
their Pons, to complete their Compleitients. We 
leam^ however, by the fame Means, that the 
Arfenal is extremely low in every Department ; 
and it is faid, they have not Stores fufEcient to com- 
plete the French Ships alone. 

II I ■ •- : ^- .—i ; 

p 

No. ya. 

Naval Occurrences reported by Mr* Duffj 
His Majefty^s Conful at Cadiz, for Auguft 
1803. 

5th. Sailed, Storefhip Prefentacion, With Salt, 
for Galici^. 

1 7th. The Rufina Frigate, 34 Guns, with Eleven 
Millions Rials Vellon, for Carthagerta. 

1 8th* Storefhip Aurorei, with Salt, for Oalicia. 

tgth. Ship Mirio, of 50 Guns, with Salt and Ten 
Millions Rials Vellon, for Galicia, to difarm. 

— — ^ Lugger Daphne, from Algeciras, is gone to 
the Carracca to difarm. Orders have been received 
at Ferrol for the Ships, Neptune of 74 Guns, and 
Saint Auftin of 74, to take in their Artillery, and 

y keep 
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keep tn Iteadlnefs until farther Orders ; an^ the 
jame Difpofitions have been given at Carthagenaf, 
with refpeft to the Argonaut of 84, and Bahama 
of 74. 

The Aftrea of 34 Guns, with Quickfilver, 
defti.ned to feuenos Ayres, is to fail iti September, 
and will carry out the Captain G^eneral of the 
Rio de la Plata, Brigadier Don Ruez fiuidobra. 

Of the Frigates Pomona and Mercedes, which 
iailed from Ferrol for Lima, the latter was obb'ged 
to put into Montevideo^ in coiifequence of fome 
t)amage (he had fuffered in her Helm, the other 
went on. 

In the Caracca, the America of 66 Guns is fitting 
out ; (he is to go to Vera Cruz with Quickfilver. 

The Efpana of 64 has gone into Dock to careen, 
and will have the fame Deflination. 

The Sabina Frigate, with Treafure for the 
King, is expefted from Vera Cruz. 

The French Ship L'Aigle and the Corvette 
Torch are gone up to the Carracca to receive fome 
Repairs. 

Of Eighteen Sail of the Line which are there, 
Three of them, which had been in the Dry Docks 
for a Length of Time, were lately taken out, with- 
out any Thing of Confequence being done to them. 

They, as well as moft of the others, will require 
very great Repairs, there being only three judged 
to require but a moderate one, and, in the 
Opinion of good Judges^ are only fit for any Thing 

but 
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* biit being broken up. There is a total Want of 
Timber in -the Arfenal, where there is hardly any 
but the Country Pine ; and in other Rpfpcfts it is 
but very poorly provided. 



No. 73. 

Extraft of a Letter from Rear- Admiral Sir 
Robert Calder Baronet to Honourable 
Admiral Com wa His, dated on board His 
Majeay's Ship Prince of Wales, off' 
Corunna, the 1 Ith September 1803. 

QAPTAIN PROWSE reports the Spaniards have 
received Orders 10 fit out here four Sail of 
the Line ; and they further fay, that France has 
demanded their AfSitance, and that they fear they 
Ihall be compelled to join them in the War againft 
England. If I may judge from their Conduft 
towards this Squadron, Ifhould fuppofe there can 
belittle doubt but that there is fomething of this 
kind in Agitation between France and Spain at 
this Time; I have therefore conftantly given 
Orders to the Frigates not to anchor at Corunna^ 
%hen they have fent their Boats in to gain Intelli- 
gence, &c. &(t. The other Day Idire£ted Captain 
Prowfe to fend his Boat into a Bay to get fome ' 
Sand J when flie landed on the Beach, an Officer's 
Party cam^ down to order jthem off ; but on a 
little Expoftulation the Officer^ (who was an 
Irifhman) faid, '* he might take the Sand, but that 

ar 2 his 
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his Orders were to order them off direflly/* Arf 
a corroborating Circumftance of my Opinion re- 
ading the hoftile Appearances of the Spaniards, 
I find they are very bufy here in remounting their 
Caiinon upon their Batteries j and they fay the 
French threaten to march 40,000 Men into their 
Country diredly, if they do not join them. 
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No. 74. 

Extraft of a Letter from Sir J. T. Duckworth 
to Sir Evan Nepean Baronet, dated Shark, 
Port Royal, Jamaica, 2d Odober i8oj. 

Sir, 
•irHE Report I ftated to you for the InformaticHi 
of the Lords Commiffioners of the Admiralty 
in my Letter of the i ith of June, by the Goliah, 
of a Horde of Privateers being in the Aft of iStting 
at St. Jago de Cuba, is, I am concerned to fay, con- 
firmed, and the fad EfFedls of it are felt moft par- 
ticularly by the Coafting Trade of this Ifland, not- 
withftanding the utmoft Exertions are ufed by His 
Majcfty's Squadron under my Command ; but the 
Veffels they have to counteraft are of fuch De- 
fcription, that large Ships can be of little Utility ; 
I therefore hope, that their Lordfhips will have 
allowed of the National Schooners, which are un- 
common fine Veflels of the Sort, being purchafcd 
for that Service. 
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No, 75. 

Extra £t of a Letter from James Duff Efquire, 
His Majefty*s Conful at Cadiz, to William 
Marfden Efcjuite, dated i^thOftober 1 803* 

T AM affur^d this Day, Orders have been received^ 
at the Ifland for the arming at that Arfenal of 
Two Three-Deckers, an Eighty-four, and Three 
S<pv,^nty-fours J and at Car^hagcna Three large 
Frigates. Jt has even been fard fome Line of Battle. 
Ships have been ordered to be fitted out there, alfo 
at Ferrol, but I believe not with Certainty ; and the 
Fa£t is, feveral Months muft elapfe before thofe at 
this Department can be in any Headinefs jto put 
to Sea. My next will probably convey you more 
pointed Information on this Hea4^ 

Our Captain General is called to Court; and, as 
a confiderable Number of Troops have affembled 
at Zamora and Valladolid, it may be inferred with 
a View to his infpefting them, or giviiig hinj fome 
Cpmniand. 
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No. 76- 

Extras of a private Note from Mr. John 
Hunter, His Britannic Majefty's ConfuJ 
at Madrid, dated the iid OQiober 1803, 
to Sir Edward Pellew. 

'ipHERE is no Confirmation of the Rumours of 
Neutrah'ty. 
At all the Three Arfenals tliey are arming : 
but there is a want of Seamen, Stores, and Ma- 
terials of every Sort. 



No. 77. 

Extrafl: of a Letter from Rear Admiral Sir 
Edward Pellew Baronet, dated on board 
His Majefty*s Ship Tonnanr, oflF Ferro), 
24th Oftober 1803, to the Honourable 
Admiral Cornwallis. 

VT UCH increafed .Aftivity prevails fmce the 
laft Difpatches from Madrid, and they worked 
Night and Day until the Sixteen Gun Boats were 
ready. It may be poffible that thefe Spanifh Ships 
are fitting to embark Augereau's Army. I fhall 
life every Means to difcover that Meafure if it fhould 
be adopted, and forward the earlieft Intelligence of 
}t to you. 
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No. 78. 

Naval Occurrences for Odtobcr 1803, reported by 

Mr. Duff. 
Ships ordered to be fitted out. 

Trinidad - of 130 Guns, Capt. Brigadier Don Francifco Ui^art. 
Santa Ana - ria - Don Dionifio Alcala Galeair. 

San Rafael - 84 - Don Ijfh. Arambure. 

Terrible - 74 * - Don Ijfh, Dela Guardia. 

Spberano - 74 * Don Juan Carranza. 

America - 64 « Don Jofe Melandez. 

Amphitrite - 40 - Don Jofe Varcla. 

Deftined for Ver^i CIruz and Havanna. 

Ritfina - 34 - Don Jofe tfoTa|e8,deftined for Lima. 

The Brig Penelope of 1 8 Guns, in the Bay, 
deftined for Malaga, but detained on Account of 
the epidemical Diforder which reigfis there. 

Brig Argo of 2a Guns, and Schooner Felozo 
of 16 Guns, are appointed Guarda Co(|as for La 
Guayra, under the Command of brigadier Don 
Augudin cea Figueraa, going Commandant of 
that Department. Lugger Experiment arrived 
from Malaga to careen at the Arfenal, and is flill 
under Quarantine, 

Ships fitting out at Carthagena* 

Reyna Louifa of 112 Guns, 

San Carloz - 112 

Bahama - y^ arrived at Cadiz 4th of November. 

Argonauta - 84 

Matilde .- ^4 

Vanganza - 34 

•Y 4 The 
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The Ships ordered to be fitted out at Fcrrol aie 
five, though hitherto the follQ^x^ing only aren^oned; 

Principe D'Aufturia^ 6f 1 12 Gum, 
Nq>tune - - 84 
San Auguftin • 74 

The Place of Rendezvous it is aflerted will be 
this Port; hut from all Appearances the earlieft 
poflible they c^n aiTemble will be February or 
March next. The French Ship and Corvette have 
not yet got into Dock, 



' t *' ■ ' 11 ' - p ii ^ 



No. 79. 

Naval Occurrences for November 1803, reported 
by Mr. Duff, His Majefty's Conful at Cadiz. 

1 N the Carracca, the fitting out of the Six Ships 
is going on. The America of 66 Guns is the 
only one of them which is completed, and is 
gone out of the Arfenal ; as to the others. Three 
of them (One of which the Trinidad) are in Port 5 
fome Time will elapfe before they come out of it, 
and can be t equipped as well as the others. 

At Ferrol they are occupied in the Armament 
of the Five Ships to be fitted out there, the Nep- 
tun?, Don Antonio Valdes,^ Monorca, Don Antoniq 
Argomofa, S" Auguftin, Don Antonio Pareja, S" 

Fulgencioj^ 
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• Fulgencio, Don Jocechin Rivera, Principe Don 
ConneCharruca} tbcfe Ships as fitted are expected 
to come heret 

Of the Four Ships fitted out at Carthagena,. 
the Argonaut 84 Guns, Brigadier Don Bufael de 
One, and the Bahama 74, Captain Don Linode 
Truxillo, have been feme Time arrived here; 
the Two remaining S" Carlos 112 Guns, Brig' 
Don Luis MuHs^s and Reyna Luifa iia Guns^ 
Brig' Don Antonio Paftigo, were preparing to 
follow. 

The Ships Paula, San Pablo, San Joaquim, and 
Guerrero have been mafted at the fame Place, 
but no Order had been received for fitting them 

out, ^ 

The Frigate Santa Rufina, which arrived here 
from Carthagena about 10 Days ago, is under Or- 
ders to get ready for America, fuppofedto be for 
Lima. 

The King^s Store Ship Santa Jufta, failed ilie 
26th ultinio^ for a Port in Galh'cia, with a Citrv 3 
of Salt for the King's Account. 

The new Frigate Vengeance, built at Mahon, 
and arrived latterly frorp Carthagena, is to be au 
tached to the Squadron ; fhe appears to be a fiiie 
Frigate, and can mount 40 Guns. 

Of the Two Frigates which failed from Ferrol 
laft February for Lima, the Santa Clara arrived 
Jit the Callac the 2 2d of June, the other, th^ - 
Mercedes, has put into Rio Janeyro leaky. 
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The Brig Argo and Schooner Telofa, under the 
Orders of the Brigadier Don Auguftin de Fe- 
gueroa, are intended to fail in the prefent Month, 
p$ Guarda Coftas for the Caracas. 

The Lugger Experiment which went with Sur- 
geons and Priefts to Mjilaga, icind is lately re- 
turned, remains in this Bay performing Quarantine. 

The Brig Penelope remains equipped in this 
Bay, and without any Deftination being given her^ 



No. 80. 

Extra^ of a Letter from Rear Admiral 
Sir Edward Pellew Baronet, dated on 
board his Majefty's Ship Tonnant oflF 
Ferrol, ift December 1803, to the Ho* 
nourable Admiral Cornwallis, &c. &c. &Ct 

T HAVE only to confirm the laft Report of the 
State of the Enemy*s Ships in Ferrol and Co- 
runna, with the additional Circumftance of Orders 
having arrived the Day before Yefterday to 
equip, with all Expedition, Two Sail of the Line 
(Spanifh) it is faid for Saint Domingo. 



No. 81, 
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No. 8 u 
Naval Occurrences for 6th December 1 803, 
reported by Mr. Duff, His Majefty's Con? 
ful at Cadiz. 

^HE Argonaut and Bahama, which arrived here 
from Carthagena in November, are gone up to 
the Carracca, the one to be coppered, the other 
to haY6 her Upper works caulked. 

By late Advices from the Havannah, the Sau' 
Alexandre had been careened, and was expected 
to proceed for Vera Gru? ; another Ship was ca- 
reening there ; the others are in a great Meafure 
abandoned, and in fo decayed a State as to be jud- 
ged incapable of being repaired. 

The French Ship L'Aigle and Corvette the 
Torch equally, the Brig Argus of 18 Guns latterly 
arrived here, continue, the two firft iji the Carracca, 

and the latter in the Bay ; it has been furmife4 
Orders having latterly been received for their being 
in Readinefs to proceed upon Service. There can 
be no Doubt entertained of their Wifli to fpend the 
Winter in this Pore, and in which I think it pro* 
bable they will be gratified. 



Cadiz, the 23d Decen^ber 1 80 j. 



J-D, 



No. S^j 
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No. Sz. 

Copy of a Letter from Mr. James Duff, lUt 
Majefty's Conful at Cadiz, to Sir Evan 
Nepean Baronet, dated the 2 2d December 

,1803. 

Dear Sir, 
•T HE Armament of the Ships h^rc go on very 
flowly, and I have Reafon to beljeye it to be 
the Cafe at the other Departments, from many Cir- 
cumftances. I rather expefit ^hat feveral Months 
may clapfe before the Ships fitting out will be fo 
manned and united here, as it is faid to be the In*^ 
tcntion to the Number of Twenty Sail of the Lme.. 
By an Exprefs which arrived here to the French 
Comm flary of Commercial Relations, -Mr. Lc 
Roy, the 1 i th, from Paris, and latterly from Ferrol, 
it is faid he is fuppo^ed to have received Direftions 
relati>/e to L'Aigle, Corvette Torche, and Argus 
Brig of 18 Guns, (arrived lince my lafl: from St, 
Domingo and the Havannah), relative to their 
further Froceedings, It is furmifed by fome, that 
tbey are to remain in Readiniefs in the Event of the 
Squadron at Ferrol being able to evade the Vigi- 
lance of Sir Edward Pellew, and appearing off to 
join them, and to proceed to the Mediterranean. 



No, 83, 



( 333 ) 



No. 8* 



J* 

Extrad ^f a Letter from Sir Edward Peile^n^ 

to the Honourable Admiral Cornwallis, 

dated Tonnant, Entrance of Betancos Bay, 

7 th January 1804- 

T HAVE . procure J a fmall Supply of Frefli Beef, 

which is in Itfelf cheap ; but the Spanifli Govern* 

ment having demanded the Duties, has nearly 

doubled its Price. 

The French Squadron pay no Duty ; and I 
ihall therefore write Mr. Ftere, at Madrid, upon 
it. This Supply was abfolutely neceffary, and of 
infinite Service to the People, (o completely out of 
Clothing. 



No. 84* 

Extradl of Information from Sir Edward 
Pellew, received in Admiral Cornwallis'k 
Letter of the nth January 1804- 

A FEW Days (ince the Spaniards have been much 
employed mounting Cannon in all their Forts ; 
and the Ga rifon at Ferrol is augmented to 7000 
Troops. They have made no Alteration with re- 
fpecl to their Ships, except the two intended for 
the Weft Indies, which are getting forward. 



No. 85. 
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No. 85. 

Extraft of a Letter ftom Sir Evan Nepeari 
Baronet to Vice Admiral Lotd Vifcount 
iTelfon K. B. dated Admiralty Office, the 
13 th January 1804, 

t AM commanded by my Lords Commiffioners 
of the Admiralty to acquaint your Lordfhip, 
(hat, in confequence of the Intelligence which has 
recently been received of the hoftile Preparations 
which are now making in the different Ports of 
Spain, their Lordfhips have deemed it expedient 
to reinforce the Squadron under yonr Lordfliip's 
Command. 

The Proceedings of Spain, on the Occafion I 
have mentioned to your Lordfliip, will naturally 
engage your very ferious Attention, and their 
Lordfhips rely with Confidence, that you will 
keep your Squadron in fuch a State as to be at 
all Times ready to aft, as the Circumflanccs and 
Situation of Affairs may appear to require. 



Ko. 86^ 
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No. 86. 

jExtraft of a Letter from Vice Admiral Sit 
John Thomas Duckworth K. B. Com- 
mander in Chief of His Majefty's Ships 
and Veflfels at Jamaica^ to Sir Evan Nepean 
Baronet, dated on board the Shark, the 
Port Royal Harbour, 15th January 1804. 

T HEREWITH tranfmit, for the Information 
of the Lords Commiffioners of the Admiralty^ 
an Extract of a^ Letter juft received by a Merchant 
of Eminence in this Ifland, in which great Con- 
» iidence is placed ; and (hould it be certainly a& 
certained that French Agents proceed to the Con- 
demnation of EngHfli Veflels carried into the Ports 
of Cuba, I fhall not feel great Delicacy is due to 
the Spaniards, though I fliall endeavour to avoid 
any open Heftility till I am honoured with their 
Lordfhips Commands* 



(Inclofufein No. 86.) 

St. Jago de Cuba, 8th January i8a4» 
Extras of a Letter dated as aboye. 
''PHERE has arrived here Two Days fince, a 
French Agent, who is charged with great 
Powers. 

Juft at prefent t]ie Spanifli Government is not 
willing to acknowledge him ; that does- not pre- 
vent him never thelefs from leaving an Agent to 
condemn Prizes. 

i4f Now 87. 
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No. 87. 

Naval Oceurrences at Cadiz for Januarf 
) 804, reported by Mr. Duff, His Majefty's 
Conful jtt that Places 
Note of the Fifteen Ships armed and arming in thil 
and the Departments df Ferrol and Cart hagena. 

Guns. 
Trinidada 130 - Commander BrigacKer Don Fran. Uridrtew 
St. Ann 1 1 2 - Don Diego Alial a Gtleouo, alfo Brigadieh 
Principe . 112 - Don Come Chumica. 
ReinaLuifa ii3 - Don Antonio Garcia del PofUgc. 
San Carlos 112 - Don Luis Mefia. 
San Rafael 84 « Don Jofef Arambanii 
Neptune 84 - Don Cayetona Valdes* 

Argonauta 84 - Don Rafael de Ore. 
Monarca 74 - Capt. de Navis Don Theodore Argomafii 

Bahama 54 - - - Don Luis de Truxillo. 

SanAuguftin 74 - •• *• Don Antonio Parcja. 
Efpacia 66 " - - Don Jofef Melandez* 

America 66 - - - Don Juan Coorajza. 

San Fulgencio 66 - - • Don Juan Rioefa. 

The 31ft January the following Veffels failed 
from this Port : The Frigate Vengeance, 36 Guns, 
Captain of a Frigate Don Jofef Brandarez, with 
Stores for the Havannah, and Quickfilver for Vera 
Cruz : The Frigate Amphitrite, 40 Guns, Captain 
of a Frigate Don Joaquire Varela, Stores for Porto- 
Rito, and Quickfilver for Vera Cruz : The Frigate 
Rufina, 34 Guns, Captain of a Frigate Don Manuel 
Noales, Stores for La Guayra and Porto-Rico, and 
Quickfilver for Vera Cruz. This lad ready, but 
not yet failed* The Frigate Matilde, ^6 Guns, 
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is daily expcAed here from Carthagena, with Storct 
for this Arfenal. 

The two Brigs and Schooner^ deftined ai 

Guarda Coftas for La Guayra, continue getting 
ready to proceed for their Deftinatlon?. 

The Frigate Clara, 36 Guns, opened her Re- 
gifter at Lima, in October, upon her Return for 
this Country, and may be expeded in May, with 
from three to four Millions of DoIiars# 

The French Ship L'Aigle is new yi£tualled, and 
although badly manned, is expelled to quit this** the 
firft favourable Opportunity.^ The Corvette Tdtch; 
and Argus Brig, are not yet quite ready. The 
Donegal quitted this Neighbourhood about thei 
1 5th of January. The Medufa and Maidftont have 
ts^en her Station^ and it is doubted the Aigle^ 
quitting this while they continue upon the StafioflU 
The American Brig of War, Argus, has been 
here fome Days, and failed the 5th February fqrx 
Gibraltar. An American Schooner failed the 4th^ 
with Anfwers to Difpatches (he brought here three 
Weeks ago, from the Spamfli Minifter at Wafh- 
ington. 

Four R^ime&ts are faid to be under Orders to 
jembi^rk at Coruima or Ferrol, for New Orleans; 

Fd>ruary $tb, iailed the Rufina, meationed 
before as being ready ; the 9th, three Frigates, 
fappofed to be the Medufa, Maidftone, andDiana>. 
were feen at Sunrife, about two Leagues from the 
Liglithoufe; L'Aiglehad been expeded to fail in 
ihe Night ; the Wind, a freih Levanter ; the Diana 

z came 



f 338 ) 

ctme in and anchored in the Evening ; the other 
two Frigates are the Medufa and Amphion. Ihe 
Diana was immediately admitted to Pratique. 



No. 88. 

Copy of a Letter from Don Diego Con- 
tador. Governor of Ferrol, to Sir Edward 
Peliew Baronet, dated 14th February 
1804. 
u Sir, 

1 AM informed by the Governor of the CaHic 
ofPalmo,that a Boat belonging to the Squadron 
under your Command, and having an Engliih 
Officer on board, has paft through the Mouth of 
tht$ HuboQr, and entered it in the Middle of 
the Night, without obeying the Governor's Orders 
not to proceed to their Deilination before Day- 
light, according to the eftabliflied Orders for all 
Boats and fmall Veflels, either National or 
Strangers. 

I am alfo informed^ that the Squadron under 
your Command has anchored at ihe Mouth of 
the Harbour between the Batteries, which greatly 
annoys the coming in or going out. 

Your Eminence knows that I have ftridly 
conformed myfelf to the Laws of Nations and of 
Neutrality, not only by facilitating the fupplying 
the Squadron under your Command with Meat, 
Bread, and all other Provifions, Refrefhments, and 
Succours, according to the Rules pf Hofpitality, 

but 
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but that even I did not object to your Ships en^^ 
Bering the Harbours under my Command, when 
the Hardlhips of the Sea and the Damages fuf- 
tained by the Weather made it neccffary j but as 
ic is contrary to the fame Laws and Rules of Neu- 
trality that the Boats of the Squadron under your 
Command fliould enter this Port contrary to Or- 
ders, in the Night-time, which is not allowed even 
with Flags of Truce ; or that the fame Squadron 
without being forc^sd to it by Diftrefs of Weather, 
or any other Ncceffity, fliould anchor at the 
Harbour's Mouth, and in the very Entrance of 
it ; I find myfelf obliged to requeft your Eminence 
to acquaint me with the Motive which may have 
induced you to aft in this Manner, and I have 
no Doubt that henceforward your Eminence will 
take Example by my Conduft, and faithfully ob- 
fervc the Laws of Nations and Neutrality, by not 
fending your Boats at Night into our Ports, and 
making ufe of the Spanifh Territories, Harbours, 
and Succours, but as much as Hofpitality requires, 
and fo as not to give room to fufpe£l: that I con- 
nive at the Abufe of that Hofpitality to the Pre- 
judice, of other Nations, which are equally on 
Terms of Neutrality with this Country, and have 
Ships of War in this Harbour. 

1 beg, &c, &c. &c. . 
(Signed) DIEGO GONTADOR, 
Governor of Ferrol, &c. &c. 
To Sir Edward Pdlew Baronet, 

&C, &Ct &c, * 

z 2^ NtV 89. 
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No. 89. • ' 

Extraft of a Letter from the Honourable 
Admiral Cornwallis to William Marfdea 
Efquire, dated on board the Ville de Paris 
o£fUfliant, the 15th February 1804. 

1 (end a Copy of a Letter from Sir Edward 
Pellew to me, with the Communications therein 
referred to ; and the Copy of a Letter from Mn 
frt^TC at Madrid to him *• 

• Vide No. a8. 



State of the Naval Force in Ferrof, inclofecf 
in a Letter from the Honourable AdmiriJ 
Cornwallis, dated 15th February 1804. 

Two Ships of 80 Guns, half ready, Men en- 
rolled for them in the Vicinity, and ready when 

called upon. 

One Three-decker,! -/r j j • j 

Two of 74 Guns, j-commiffioned and rigged. 

Storing their Holds flowly. 

Two Frigates will be ready with the Firfl Ships. 

Four Three-deckers, ^ 

Eight Two ditto, > out of Commiffion. 

And fome Frigates, j 

In the Arfenal. 

One of the Line, and two Frigates building. 

The Troops in Garrifon fluduate from Eight to 
Ten thoufand. 

EDWARD PELLEW. 
Tonnant, Betatkcos Bay, 
5th February 1804. 

No. 90. 



( 341 ) 

No. 90. 

Copy of z Letter from Sir Edward Pellew 
Baronet to Don Diego Contador, Go-v 
vernor of FerroU dated on board His 
Majeily's Ship Tonnant off Ferrol^ the 
16 th February 1804. 

Sir, 
I WAS lafl Evening honoured w?th your Ex-» 
^ cellency's Letter of Yeftcrday's Date, and am 
concerned to find that it wears (o much the Com« 
pl^xion of real Complaint. The want ^f a Perfon 
to tranilate the Caftiiian Language has delayed my 
Reply,; and I have to apprehend that we have not 
put a proper Conftru&ion on all its Parts* I did not, 
however, lofe a Moment in calling to account the 
Officer who had broken my pofitive Orders, by 
entering your Harbour in the Night. His Defence 
I inclofe herewith/ obferving only, that this young 
Officer was actuated by no improper Motive what* 
! ever: It was the Giddinefs of Youth. The Boat 
certainly not armed, and was the fmalleft in the 
Cutter. But fo little ;im I difpofed to juftify the 
Opinion, that I have put him under Arreftj to 
be tried by a Court Martial, where he will meet 
the Puniffament due to his Infubordination. 

I truft, however, (and have great Pleafure in 
the Expedation), from the perfonal Inclination 
>your Excellency has fo uniformly evinced, by 
affording the Squadron of His Britannic Majcfly 

z 3 every 
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every Supply confident with Neutrality and Friend* 
fhip, that this trivial Circumftance (which I could 
not controul) will not lead to difturb the good 
Underftanding and Harmony fohappily commenced. 
I fliall manifeft, by every Means, my ftrong Incli* 
nation for its Continuance, and my Regret at 
any Event which may difturb it. With refped 
to the occafional Anchorage of the Ships under 
my Command) your Excellency has been mlfin* 
formed. I truft it is not fuch as can give Umbrage 
to your Excellency, or to the Spanifli Nation. I 
am fent upon the Coaft of Galicia by the King 
my Mafter, to protefl: the Commerce of his Sub* 
je£ts trading to the Pores of Spain. In performing 
this Service, it cannot with Truth be faid, tha( 
I have given Trouble to the Ships of any Nation, 
either entering or departing from them, I have 
afted up to the Spirit of exaft Neutrality, and the 
cxifllng Treaties ; and, with the Exception of the 
Gutter, (to which your Excellency had given Per* 
miflion to go into Ferrol to receive Supplies), 
there is no Ship anchored within the Batteries, 
but in the open Ocean. In Eafterly Winds I o<;- 
cafionally anchor to prevent being blown oflF, and 
in Wtfterly Winds I anchor to prevent being fhip- 
wrecked upon the Coall. I cannot give your 
Excellency iwo more powerful reafons ; and I 
entercain no Doubt that they will prove fatisfaftory, 
and that 1 fhall continue to experience the fame 
Aiteiaion and Refpeft to the Flag of my Sove* 

reign 
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reign as is ihewn to that of any other Neutral 
Nation enjoying the Benefit of Amity and Peace. '^' 

I have the Honour to be with great Refped, 
&c. &c, &c. 

(Signed) EDWARD PELLEW. 
To His Excellency Don Diego Contador^ 
Governor of Ferrol, &c. &c, &c. 



(Inclofure in No. 90.) 

Declaration of the Officer in the Bos^t, in- 
clofed in the Letter of Sir Edward Pellew 
Bart, to Don Diego Contador^ Governor 
of Ferrol, dated on board His Majefty^i 
Ship Tonnant, the i6th February 1804. 

rj AVING been fent on board the Nimble Cutter, 
to be ready to go early in the Morning for 
Provifions to Ferrol, it was difcovered about Mid** 
night that the Buoy of the Cutter's Anchor was 
gone, and it was doubted if it had not broke from* 
the Rope, and drifted up the Harbour ; upon which 
I jumped into the Boat with two Men and two Boys 
to look for it. The Tide was fetting ftrong into 
the Harbour, and in a few Minutes the Boat was 
hurried up under Caftle Palmo, and hailed by 
the Sentry, and ordered to go back, upon which I 
anfwered in French, that it was an Englifh Boat, 
booking for a Buoy broke from the Cutter's An- 
chor, and begged to go on ; after calling, a Ser* 

. z 4 grants 
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gfantf IbcKeve^ fiMd I might da fo. TheBoatwu 
imaroicdy and 1 returned in a few Minutes. I had 
bQ improper Modve vbatever ; and I know the 
nioft pofitive Orders were given againfl: any Boat 
moving bfNight. The Hurry of the Moment, and 
the Raindity of the Tidc> gave me no Time for Re« 
fleSion, and to chat alone is the Circumftance to 
be attributed^ and for which I am very forry. 



No. 91. 

Copy of a Letter from Don Diego Contador, 
Governor of Ferrol, to Sir Edward Pellew, 
Baronet, dated the 19^ February 1804. 
Sir, 
J AM informed by the Commanding Officer of 
^ the Port (if Muelle that a French Sailor of the 
Ship Hero has ilUreated, with a Boat Hook, the 
Stern of One of the Boats belonging to the Squadron 
under the Command of your Eminence, which wat 
^roiling tbePorr. In confequence of my complain- 
ing of it to M. Gourdon^ commanding the French 
Kaval Forces lying in that Pbrt, he has aflured me 
that the Offender will meet with a Punifhment pro- 
portionate to his Offence ; and I have put under 
Arrefl: the Sentries and Serjeants on Duty at Muelle 
for not arrefting and bringing the Aggreffor before 
me.. In order to avoid the Repetition of fimilar 
Accidents^ I have direded that henceforward the 
£pgliih Boats may go to the Southern, and thei 

14 French 
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French and Dutch to the Northern Side 6f the 
Muelle ; and that proper Direftions are given to 
the Sentries and other Perfons on Duty not to 
fu£Fer theEngliih Boats to be infuhedin a Teiritory 
of Spain, whilft it is a Neutral Nation 

On this Occafion M. Gourdon has made Com- 
plaints of the Englifli Boat which entered th^ 
Harbour the other Night, and that the Squadro2\ 
under your Command has brought to anchor at the 
Entrance of it for the Purpofe of efpying the 
Movements of the French Squadron, upon which 
Points I hare communicated to him what has pafled 
between your Eminence and myfelf upon thefc 
Subjects ; and we mud hope that your Eminence, 
and the Squadron under your Command, will make 
no Movements in the Ports or on the Coafts of 
Spain contrary to Neutrality, or that might gfvc 
rife to Difputes or Complaints from any Power 
allied or neutral with Spain, and which are in con- 
fequence entitled to all Succours of Hofpitality and 
Neutrality, although they may be at War and 
Enmity with any other Nation. 

I am, &c. 

DIEGO CONTADOR. 

Sir Edward Pellew, Bart, 
&c« tec. Sec. 



No, 92. 
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Copy of a Letter from Don Diego Contadbr, 
Governor of Fcrrol, to Sir Edward Pdlcir 
Baronet, dated the 19th February 1804. 

Sir, 

IIIAYE received your valuable Letter of the * 
* 1 6th Inftant, in Anfwer to one I wrote your 
Eminence on the 15th, in which you have, the 
Goodneb to refolve the Doubts which had occurred 
to me, and which -I had requefted your Eminence^ 
to clear up» This Letter has fully convinced me 
bow ftridly your Eminence adheres to the. Princi- 
ffles of Neutrality. And as for the trifling TreF- 
pafi of the young Officer who commanded the 
Boar, I have to befeecb your Eminence (and ^ 
beg Leave to offer all the Influence my Mediation 
may have), not to bring him to any Trial or 
Punifiiment for a Fault which proceeded entirely 

from Want of Rtfleftion, and which has had no 
bad Confequence whatever. I fliall look upon this 
as a great Favour from your Eminence, who may 
be alTured that by my Endeavours to oblige you 
and the Squadron under your Command (as far 
as is compatible with Neutrality ), I {hall fhew you 
how fenfible I am of the polite and obliging Atten- 
tion of your Eminence, and of the Conformity of 
cur WKhes to prefervc the good Underftanding 

which 
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^wbich fubfifts between our refpedlve Nations 
within the Limits of Neutrality. 

I remain, &c. &c. Sec. 

(Signed) DIEGO CONTADOR. 

To Sir Edward Pellew Baronet, 
&c. &c. &c 



No. 93. 
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Copy of a Letter from Sir Edward Pellew 
Baronet to Don Diego Contador, Go»^ 
vernor of Ferrol, dated on board His 
Majffty's Ship Tonnant, off Ferrol, the 
20th February 1804. 

Sir, 
T HAD the Honour to receive your Letter of the 

19th lad Erening, and, in Reply to it, I beg 
yo\ir Excellency to accept my Thanks for the 
Interefl you have taken in proteding the Subjedts 
of the King my Mafler from the grofs Infults 
offered to them by the Boat's Crew of the French 
Ship Hero. 

As the Circumftancc happened to fall under 
the Obfervation of feveral of your moft refpedable 
Officers, it was not my Intention to trouble you 
with any Complaint upon the Subjed ; and I there* 
fore feel the more obliged for your voluntary Inter- 
ference, which I have no Doubt will have the pro- 
per Effea. 

We 
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We fhall (Iridly conform to the Regulations wbtch 
your Excellency informs me of in landing ; and be 
more cautious than ever to avoids in every Inftance, 
giving any Caufe for Complaint. 

I fiialt have great Satis&fiion in complying 
with the Requeft you make me in favour of the 
Officer \vho was fo imprudent the othef Night. 

Your Commands and Wi(hes will be held by 
me one of the firft Objects of my Confideration, 
and have the Honour to be^ &c. 

(Signed) E. PELLEW* 
Don Diego Contador, 

Governor of Fcrrol, &c* &c. 



No, 94. 
Copy of a Letter from Vice^Admiral Sir 
J. T. Duckworth, dated on Board His 
Majefly^s Ship Shark, Port Royal, Jamaica^ 
7th March 1804, to Sir Evan Nepean, 
Baru 
Sir, 

tJAVING, in a Letter of the 15th of January, 
acquainted you, for the Information of the 
Lords Commiffioners of the Admiralty, of vari* 
ous Intelligence received from St. Jago de Cuba, 
amongft which it was pofitively afferted, that the 
General of Brigade, Noailles, had colle£led a Force 
on the North Side of Cuba, (of the Troops that 
bad efcaped from St. Domingo) with which he 
meditated an Attack upon New Providence ; and' 

having 
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I 

having h^d the fame corroborated by a Letter 
exprefs from Governor Halket, which reached 
here the 30th } onthe 3ift> and fir (I of February, 
I difpatched the Racoon^ and La Superieure 
Schooner, to aid the Snake, Stork, and Sandwich^ 
in refilling any Attempt that might be aiade on 
that Colony ; and on the c^th Ultimo, I received 
a Letter, bearing Date the 15th, from Governor 
Halket, by the Stork, acquainting me that the 
General of Brigade, Noailles, had been killed in 
an A^on, ^th a Providence Privateer,' in the 
Night, whilft removing from one Port to another, 
with 350 French Troops in a Brig, which captured 
the Privateer ; but in confequence of that Ge- 
neral's Lofs, all the French Troops had gone to 
the Harannah, and were in a very confiderable 
Force, receiving a Sort of Protedion, and he 
believed a tacit Encouragement, very improper 
from a Neutral Nation, even tp the engaging of 
Spaniih Pilots, and being fufiered to procure Veflel^ 
to profecute their hoilile Intentions againft Pro** 
vidence. He therefore has thought incumbent to 
fend a Remonflrance tp the Governor of the 
Havanna, demanding an explicit Anfwerj^ /vfith 
which Captain Roberts of the Snake iia^ allowed 
the Sandwich Cutter to proceed, and it is with 
great Satisfa&ion I learn from Governor Halket, 
that the Naval Afiiflance he now has, caufes him 
to have little Apprehenfipns for the Safety of the 

Ifland, 
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Uland, all which 1 will beg you to cdmmunicatd 
to their Lord{hips« 

And I gniy Slr^ &c. , 

J. T. DUCKWORTH. 
To Sir Evan Nepean, Bart. 
&c. &c. &c. 

Admiralty. 



No. 9^. 

Copy of a Letter from Vice Admiral Sir 
J. T. Duckworth, dated on board Hit 
Majefty's Ship Shark, Port Royal, 25rh 
March 1804^ to Sir£vanl>repean. 

Sir, 
npHE inclofed I have this Moment received, and 
though it is not of very recent Date, as it cor- 
roborates the former Intelligence of the very im- 
proper Gonduft of the Spanifli Government in 
Cuba, I tranfmit it for the Information of the Lords 
Commiflioners of the Admiralty. 

I am. Sir, &c. 

J. T. DUCKWORTH. 
To Sir Evan Nepean Bart. 
&c. &c. &c. 
Admiralty. 



(laciofure 
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(Inclofure in No. 95.) 

Sir, Ship Enterprize, Havanna, 17 th January l8oj. 

ACCORDING to my Inftrudions from the High 
Court of Admiralty of the United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Ireland, I have to inform you 
of the Proceedings in this Port fince my Arrival on 
the 1 2th of this Month. On my being in fight of 
this Port, the Signal was made for an Englifli Ship. 
The French General here fent a French Privateer 
out for the exprefs Purpofe of taking my Ship ; 
but not being of Force fufEcient to attack the Ship, 
(he thought proper to hawl off. There are Five 
Privateers now here, of diflferent Defcriptions ; One 
Brig fitting out on purpofe to take this Ship when 
fhe fails. The faid Brig mounts 18 Guns, and 
full of Men j one Schooner of 6 Guns ; and the 
others mount 4 Guns each, and (carry) from 50 
to 60 Men. I underftand they are determined 
on taking the Ship. I (hall have on board, when 
failing, 30,000 Steriing 5 and unlefs I have fome 
Protedion, I am undetermined on failing. 

One of the before mentioned Privateers has 
brought in here a large Ship, named the Briti(h 
Queen, of St. Johns, that failed with the laft Convoy 
fi-om Jamaica. She parted with the Fleet, and came 
through the Gulph. She was captured off Cape 
Antonio by a Privateer of one Gun. Thefe Priva- 
teers make Prizes of Danes, Americans, and every 
Thing unarmed. I have alfo to communicate to 

the 
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the Admiralty of Great Britain the ConduS of this 
Government. And have the Honour, &c. 

CAESAR LAWSON 



No* 96. 

ExtraA of a Letter from Sir Edward Pellcw 
Bart, to the Honourable Admiral Corn* 
wallis, dated on board His Majefty's Ship 
Tonnant off Ferrol, the 9th May 1804. ^ 

^HE Crews of the Squadron are in high Health, 
and Spirits, and Supplies of fre(h Provifions 
regular ; Wine and Bread have been purchafed as 
Occafion required, and Five hundred Bags ofthe 
latter were ready to be fent on board on the Day t 
left the Port* 

• 

The utmoft Cordiality prevails between the. 
Spaniards and the Squadron, and upon every Oc* 
cafion their Civilities are uniform. I have no 
Doubt from the Readinefs with which they fupplied 
an Anchor to the Malta, but Stores of any Sort 
may be procured and fupplied from the Arfenai as 
readily as they are to the French Ships, if their 
Lordfhips fhould choofe to refort ta that MeaA^re* 
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No. 97. 
Extraft of ai Letter from the Honourable 

• ■ • • • 

Rear Admiral Cochrane to the Honourable 

Admiral Cornwallis, dated on board Hit 

Majefty's Ship Northumberland oflFFcrrol, 

the 1 5th May 1 804. 

CINCE I wrote to you by the Nile Lugger I have 

been endeavouring to fupply the immediate 

Wants of the Squadron, in fuch Species of Pro* 

vifions as the Ships fland mod in need of; and 

I hope to find that I can procure frefh Beef delivered 

on board, free of all Coft and Expence, at Five- 

pence Halfpenny per Pound ; Bread at Four*pence 

per Pound ; Flour at about Forty-five Shillings pcir 

196 Pounds ; and Catalonia Wine at from Two to 

Two Shillings and Four-pence per Gallon ; but as 

feveral Veflels are expefted fooa here with thai 

Article it may fall confiderably. 



No. 98. 

ExtraQ: of a Letter from the Honourable 
Rear Admiral Cochrane to the Honourable 
Admiral Cornwallis, dated on board Ifis 
Majefty's Ship Northumberhrid, Betanzot 
Bay near Ferrol, the 23d May 1804. 

T AM in hopes of being able to obtain almoft 
' every Article of Provifions here ; and if Cosd$ 

and Candles, with a Proportion of Bread, are fcnt 
' from England^ we could dp very well* 

A A No. 99. 
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No. 99. 

Naval Occurrencfts reported by Mr, Duff, 
His Majefty's Conful at Cadt?» for May 

1 804. 

'T^HE Squadron of the Fifteen Ships continues 
nearly in the faqe State as in the preceding 
Months. Upon the i6th of May, the King's Urea 
or Storefhip, the Santa Appolonia, left this Port ; 
iier Deftination for ^he Havannah, conveying Scores 
for that Department, Recruits, &c. Upon the 31ft 
t)itto failed his Majefty's Urea Viiication; heir 
Deftination Ferrol ; Two others are preparing here 
^o follow her, the Sanfa Jufta and Liebre ; the 
Whole fajd to be intended to proceed to the 
Havannah, with Stores, and to i-eturn from thence 
l^ith Timber for the Arfenals. Orders are faid to 
have been received for laying the Keels of fomc 
Ships and Frigates, and to begin to build as foon 
as Timber may arrive. 

Upon the 7th April the Frigate Amphitrite 
failed from the |Iavannah ^ ihe had gone from this, 
and with her failed the Frigate Neuftra SenoraJ 
£>eIao, of that Department ; their Deftination for 
Vera Cruz, there to join the Frigates Sabina an4 
Venganza, there to take aboard Treafure, to be 
conveyed to this Place, where they may now 'foon 
be expeded* They wjU probably bring wifh themj 
from Ten to Twelve Million of Dollars. 

Of the Ships which have been fitted out at the 
Ferrol J the San Fulgendo, of 66 Guns, is under 

Ordersi 
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Orders, wd is getting ready to proceed for Vera 
Cruz, from whence fhe will probably return with 
Treafure. She is reputed One of the faded failing 
Ships ia His B^ljefty's JTavy. By Letters received 
lately from I^ma, there is Advice that Three King's 
Frigates were cpmpleting their I^egifter of Money ; 
it will probably run to about Three Millions of 
Dollars tipon each ; they were expefted to fail 
^bout the 1 5th February, and were to touch at 
Montevideo for Intelligence, and there to pot them* 
felves under the Command of the Gifu de Efqus^dra^ 
or Brigadier Don Francifco deBuftamante, who has 
)}eea tb^ Naval Commander there for fome Time^ 
who is to take the Command^ and tp return with 
tkcm for Spain ; they may be expected in Auguft, 
imd will come rich. 

* The Ships which have been fitted out at the 
Carracca have but few Men on board, and no 
'Steps taking, indicating a Defire of foon manning 
' them. Two of them are ftill in Dock, completing 
their Repurs» TheNumber of additional Carpenters 
and Caidkert lately collefted ititxt^ (and which 
ipfiay go to about 1000), are en^ployed upon the 
Afferent Tefleb laid up there in Or^naryj whidi 
are all of them to be overhauled, and lo faav^ Re* 
pairs neccfflary to prevent many of them from 
finldng. They are about Ten in Number, exclu- 
-five of the Six which have been fitted or are fitting 
out, and of the Bahama and Argonauta, which 
can\c roiind from Carthagena } Four of them are 

A A % judged 
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Judged to be incapable of being repaired, and 
only fit to be broken up, 

TheL'Aigle, Corvette Torchc, and Brig Argus^ 
French, which have been fo long here, are com* 
pletely manned and viftualled for Six Months, and 
appear to be now waiting to proceed to Sea. 



■'■I I J .■ n»H 
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Extrafl: of a Letter from Rear Admiral 
Cochrane to Lord Melville, dated 15th 
June 1804. 

vrOUR Lordfhip will obferve by the enclofed 
Paper, that the French are making every 
Exertion to complete their Squadron lying at 
Ferrol and Coruhna. This Reinforcement, which 
I exped to arrive by the a2d, will do much to- 
wards it, as hitherto they have been without 
Marines. I make no Doubt but Seamen wi|l 
^ follow the f^me Rout, if they do not ftnd them in 
fmall Veffels acrofs the Bay, landing them at the 
Out-ports, froin wh^nc^ they will pafs by Land to 
FerroU Landfmen will anfwer, as they are by no 
means deficient of Seamen. How far th^ Spaniar4s 
have adhered to their JTeutrality, in fuffering 
Three hundred INJep (o march from one End of 
Spain to the other, ia order tp complete the ]plquip- 
ment of the French Squadron, is a Matter that 
is ngt for me to decide upon, 

(Inclofure 
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(tnclofure in No. loo.) 

>TpHIRTEEN Boats belonging to the French at 
Sedera. Each Boat has Twenty-fix Men» 
ipU-med only with fmall Arms. They are under the 
Command of a Naval Officer, and came from 
Bayonne, laden with Sail Cloth, Bunting, Cordage^ 
&€• which is now tranrportihg by Land to the 
French Squadron at FerroL Six more are hourly 
expe£ted. The above Boats do not exceed Four^ 
•teen Tons each, and keep clofe in Shores never 
leaving Port but when the Coaft is clear. The 
Men are laid to be as a Recruit to the French 
Ships ; and the Boats to be fold* 



1^.11;. 
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Extract of a Letter from the Honourable 
Rear^^Admiral Cochrane to Lord Melville^ 
dated 24th June 1 804* 

TfTHAT I Tufpefted has come to pafs, and the 
French are completing their Complement of 
Seaihcn from their Ports on the Bay, while they 
l-eCeive Soldifts through Spain from ^dalaga; 



I.... 
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Naval Occurrences at Cadiz for July lioJ^i 
reported by Mr. Diuff, His Majeffy's Con- 
ful at that Place. 

'TpHE King's Store Ship Santa Jufta, which anivel 
latterly with building Timber for die Gstrraco^ 
is under Orders to proceed for Triefte; id bring 
(^ickfilver. 

N.B. The Mines of Almaden, which for tht 
laft Four Years had produced any Quantirjr of 
Quickfilver which was wanted here, having in a 
great Degree failed, infomuch that the abovt-^meifi* 
tioned Ship is deftined for Triefte, to bring aSiqppIy# 

His Majefty's Ship Minhoj which arrived lat- 
terly from Gallicia, and brought buifding Timber 
and Powder, is to be careened at the Carraecas, as 
well as the Caftilla, whicTi' 48 expefted here fromf 
Gallicia, and intended alfo to be fent for Americav 

The Frigate Lucia is getting ready at CarthagQM 
to come to this Department. ^ "* 

The Ship ^an Leanc^ro, Sixty-fix Guns, f^e§ 
from thgJH^vannah the 20th June, having 09 
boaroDon Mendimuta, late Viceroy of Santa Fe ; 
file is fuppofed to have put into Porto Rico, 
and was in a bad Condition. 

The Trinidad and Saint Ann are under Orders 
to proceed for Fenol, half manned, in order to 
remain in that Department ; in like Manner the 
Regla, when careened. Thefe large Ships ground- 
ing 
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frig at low t^C'ater, from the Creek of the Carracca 
having too little Water for them in its prefet^t 
Slate, is aiHgned as the Reafon. 

The Six Ships which were armed in this De»^ 
partment, viz. the Trinidad, Saint Ann, Terrible, 
San Raphael, Glorious, and Saint Jaeo America, 
Continue as before, with few Men on board, and 
little Exertion towards manning them» 

The Bahama and Argonaut, Two of the Six 
which were fitted out at Carthagena and came 
round here, • have their Complement of Mea oa 
board, and lay in the upper Part of the Bay ready 
for Service; 
, They are continuing to overhaul and to careen 
ihe remaining Ships in the Carracca as faft as they 
can undertake it. The Number of Caulkers, Car^^ 
penters, &c. (Maifl:ranzos)a£tually employed there 
may be about Two thoufand five hundred. The 
Ships adually in Dock and repairing in them are 
the Rayo, San Jufte, and Soverano. The Depart- 
ment has a fufficient Provifion of Pitch, Tar, 
He{|ap» Rope, and Cables, and of Sail Cloth. I do 
liotjlnd any Quantity of Naval Stores is expefted 
^rom the Baltic this Seafon, or that thei;e are any 

Contrafts. 

J" 

Nine Frigates, of which Four froni Veta Cruz^ 

are expefted foon from thence, Lima, &c. Three 

of them front Vera Cruz had failed j the Venganza 

We learn is arrived at Ferrol, or Vigo, with 

3,100,000 Dollars. The Sabina and Amphitritc, 

'#hich failed with her from Vera Cruz^ and having 

aA.4 . e^usa 



jcqual Sums on board, are faid to have put Into 
Tenerifie, and all of them wich reduced Crews^ 
from having lain at Vera Cruz during the fickly 
"Scafon. 'Hiey left the Rufiaa, which was' to have 
followed them the 23d June, and may be every 
Day expeSed, Thefe Frigates, and the oiheri 
from Lima, &c. it is computed may bring about 
Twenty-four Millions of Dollars. 

The Callilla from Ferrol arrived here the 15th, 



No. X03. 

Extraft of a Letter from Rear Admiral Cocli- 

rane to William Marfden Efquire, dated 

On board His Majefty's Ship ihe Northuins- 
berland, off Ferrol, dated 19th Augoft 

1804. 

As they (the French Ships) continue to receive 
Supplies of Men by Land from France, I con- 
ceived it my Duty to write to the Captain General 
of this Province, a Copy of which Letter I her6 
enclofe, together with his Excellency's Anfiwer, 
.from which their Lordfhips will fee thit there is 
little Profpcft of a Stop being jpiit to the Parties of 
French Soldiers and Seamen paffing through tke 
Country to join their Ships at Ferrol. 



^' His 






** His Maje(ly'« Ship Northumberlifid, off 

*' FcTTol, dated 19th July 1804. 
" Sir, 

r Thinli it proper to acquaint youi Excellency 
that the French Government have lately fenfi 
<^ Parties of Soldiers acrofs Spain from Malaga^ 
^^ in order to reinforce their Squadron lying at 
" the Port ofFerrol; nd that they are now 
^^ fending Detachments ofSeamen, froiiiTen ta 
^ Fifteen in each Party 9 along the Coaft, from. 
*' Rochefort and Bayonne, for the fame Purpofe* 
*' One Divifion is already arrived at Ferrol, and 
<' another was at Santander on the 12th Current* 

<^ As the countenancing fuch Proceedings in 
*< a neutral Country is diredly contrary to the 
*^ eftablifhed Laws of Nations, I hope I have only 
*' to make ic known to your Excellency, and in- 
<« duce you to give Orders to flop thofe Parties o£ 
«« Men from proceeding to Ferrol through fhc 
f Province under your Excellency's Government j 
" and that you will be pleafed to fignify this Re- 
*< cjuifition of mihe to the Governors of the i*ro- 
** vinces between this and the Frontiers of France, 
■*' that due Meafures may be taken to prevent fo 
** direft a Breach of Neutrality. I have alfo to 
*' beg that your Excellency will be pleafed to lay 
**'this Requeit of mine before his Catholic Ma- 
** jefty's Minifters at Madrid. 

*« I have, &c. 

« A. COCHRANE.'" 

<^ His Excellency Don Francifco Odaraneo^ 
*.* Captain Gtoeral of Galicia, Corunna." 

* Sir, 
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^ Sir, ^' Corunna^ 2 id July iSoi^i 

•* T HAVE received your Lettet of the 1 9th In- 
^^ ftant^ relative to the Intelligence which you 
^ have received refpefHng the Detachment of 
'* certain Numbers of Soldiers and Sailors being 
^ fent frond France to join the French Squadron at 
« FcrrOl; 

*• As I have but vely recently taken on me the 
^* Command of Captain General, I can only at 
*« prefetft fay to y6ur Excellency, that I will take 
*• Precautions ncceflkry in fbch Cafes whenever 
*^ they may happen, and ad: according to the LafWi 
•* of Neutrality, which it is my Wiffii to d>ferve, 
*• and which ate exprefsly recommended to me by 
« the Royal Orders to that Effed j and by diis' 
** PoftI have communicated to His Catholic Ma- 

jefty's MinifVers the Contents of ybuf Letter as 

you defire* 

** I have, &c. 
" FRANCISCO OCTARANEO/' 

*' To His Excellency Rear Admiral Cochrane, 

&c. &c. &c/' 






No. 1 04. 

Extras of a Letter from the Honourabfe' 

Rear Admiral Cochrane to Lord Melville; 

dated the 23d Auguft 1 804. 

^ HE Spaniards have put their Twelve Regiments' 

of Marines upon the fame Eftablilhment as' 

bur 8 , Officers diftinft from the Navy ard appoirkctf 



io them, and they are formed into Three Depart* 
ments ; viz. Ferrol, Cadiz, and Carthagcna. Three 
hundred French Soldiers are within a few Day^ 
March of this, difguifed as Sailors, from Bayonne. 
The Spaniards are afraid to interfere. 



■»i« 
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Naval Occurrences at Cadiz for Auguit 
1 8049 reported by Mr. Duff, His Ma« 
jefty's Confiil at that Place. 

^UGUST 7.— Sailed for Galicia the King'^ 
Urea, or Store Ship, the Brujalo. 

Auguft 20. — Sailed the Urea Santa Jufta for 
THcfte, to bring Quickfilver. 

The Ship San Leandro, and the Frigates Amphi- 
trite and Rufina, which latterly have arrived from 
Vera Cruz and the Havaiinah, ate to remain in 
this Department. 

The Frigate Matilda, which arrived from Car- 
thagcna the 11th, is under Orders, to proceed for 
the Havannah in the next Month, with Stores for 
that Department, her Commander Don Antonio 
Vacoro. 

The^Prigate Magdalena is continuing to be fitted 
out at the Carracas, to proceed for America. 

The Frigate Venganza, which arrived latterly 
from Vera Cruz with Money, and the Frigate th(( 
Prueba, which has been in Readinefs fome Time 
in Galicia, are under Orders to proceed foon for 
Vera Cruz, to bring Money. 

One 
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One Frigate which remained at Vera Cruz \i 
expeded foon with a fimilar Sum, for the King, 
as the three others which are arrived. A very 
confiderable Sum, which it is judged may amount 
to above 5 Millions, is expeded from the fame 
Place, on Account of the Merchants, and to come 
in the Merchant Ships expeded from that Part 
in the Courfc of this Year. 

The Frigates c:tpe3ed from Lima and Buenos 
Ayres, 4 or 5 in Number, and one from Cartha*' 
gena, are not yet arrived ; they may be looked for 
in what remains of this Year, and may be e^cpeded 
to bring in all from 8 to 10 Millions for account of 
the King and of the Merchants. 

N. B. In the Carraccas Things continue, and 
are going on, much as before ; the old Ship Rayo, 
Sifter Ship to the Gibraltar, is changing into a 
Three Decker, her Bottom has been found very 
good at this Length of Time fince fhe has been 
built ; fince making out this Report, I am informed 
fhe regiftered Seamen from the different Ports 
belonging to this Department, viz. from that of 
Ayamante to that of Algefires, both inclufive, have 
been ordered to repair to the Carracca; this would 
indicate an Intention to man the Ships which are 
fitted out 5 I will be attentive to the Refults, and 
to know how far it may be carried into Effeft, 
and as to the ObjeO: propofed by itj giving In- 
formation as to the Refult. 
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No. io5. 

^xtra£t of ^ Letter from the Honourable 
Rear Admiral Cochrane to the Honour-^ 
able Admiral Cornwz^IIis, dated off FerroJ^ 
3d September 1 804. 

I INCLOSE a'Report jufl: made me of the State 
• of the French Squadron at Ferrol* alfo that of 
the Spanifli Ships. From this, and other Cir- 
cumdances, I am led to believe, that more than 
lufual Exertions are now making to complete them 
for Sea* 

A Party of Men arrived laft N^'ght from France, 
pnd many more are on their Road. Two Hundred 
ip^nnoniers have lately joined. 



(iQcIofure in No. 1 06.) 

|Jfl of the Squadron of Spanifh Men of Waf 

^tting at FerroK 



Neptune, 
San Auguflin, 
Monarqa, 
Vengeance, 
^rue^bo, 
Brugula, 
Urguifb, 
A Brig: 



74 Guns, "^ 
74 

$6 \ Don Caetano Balder 



40 
Storeffiip. 

34( Corvette) 



comiQands this Force* 



i:rovaioned for Three Months. 
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..^ i of War are to aft together, and aa three 
,Mrft Rates are expefled from Cadiz, their Lord- 
Ihips will I hope approve of my concentrating the 
Force I have under my Orders. 

No. 109. 

Extrafl; of a Letter from the Honourable 

Rear Admiral Cochrane to Lord Melville, 

dated the nth September 1804. 

T HAVE been forced to keep the Illuftrious, as 

there docs not remaiin a Doubt of the hoftile 

Intentions of Spain. Mr. Frere will inform your. 

LordChip that Spain has agreed to the Propofiiions 

made by America ; fo that there is no Pretence 

for fuppofing that the Arn\ament is on account of 

that Country. Three thoufand Men embark from 

hence. I am told that the Whole of the Ships 

will be ready to leave this Port in Fourteen Days. 



No. 1 TO, 

Order from the Lords Commiflioners of the 
Admiralty to the Honorable W.Cornwallis 
Admiral of the White, &c. &c. &c. dated 
the 1 8th September 18.04. 

(Moft Secret,) By &c. 

wrOU are hereby required ai^d dlrefted to give im* 

mediate Orders to Rear Admiral Cochrane, to 
continue the Blockade of the Fort of Ferrol with 
the utmoft Vigilance, not pqly ^ith the View of pr<v- 

venting 



( 3^ ) 

VWtfng the I'^ench Squadf-on from efcapirig from 
that Port, but Hkfewife with a View of preventing 
any of the Spanifli Ships of War from failing from 
Ferrol, or any additional Ships of War from enter- 
ing that Port ; and if in confcquence of your Cor- 
refpondenc^ with Rear Admiral Cochrane you 
fhould be of Opinion that the Force under the 
Rear Admiral is not adequate to the JParpofes 
above mentioned, you are without Delay to rein- 
fofce the Squadron under his Command, and 
Meafures will be taken, with all poflible Expedition, 
to fend out to you a fufEcient Number of Ships to 
replace the Force which you may fo detach* 

You are to fend Intimation to the Spanifh Go« 
verninent, through R^ar Admiral Cochrane, of the 
Inftruftions you have given to the Rear Admiral, 
atftd of youf Detei'mination in confequence thereof 
fo rdift, under the prefent Circumftances, the 
SaiKltg either of the French or Spanifh Fleets, if any 
Attempt for that Purpofe (hould be made by either 
of them. 

AitA whereas Information has been received 
ttilt foftie Frigates are fpeedily expefted to arrive 
at Cadiz loaded with Treafure from South xA.merica, 
you are to lofe no Time in detaching Two of the 
Frigates under your Comma itd, with Orders to their 
Captains to proceed with all poffible Difpatch off 
CadiJtf and the Entrance of the Straits, and to ufc 
their bed EnddaVcurs, in conjunOion With any 
of Dis Majefty's Ships they may find there, to inter- 
c«!|>c,^ if pdlfibfe, the Veffels in which the above- 

^ B B mentioned 
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mentioned Treafure may be contained, and to de* 
tain them until His Majefty*s Pleafure fliall be 
further known. 

Given, &c. j8th September 1804. 

(Signed) J. GAMBIER. 

J- COLPOYS. 
P. PATTON. 
To the Hon. William Cornwallisi 

Admiral of the White, &c. &c. &Cr off Breft. 

By, &c. J. BARROW. 



No. III. 

(Secret.) 

Copy of a Letter from W. Marfden Efquire, 

Secretary of the Admiralty, to the Senior 

Officer of His Majefty's Ships off" Cadiz, 

rcfpeding the Detention of Spanilh Ships 

with Treafure, dated Admiralty Office, 

19th September 1804. 

Sir, 

V/lY Lords Commiffioners of the Admiralty 

having ordered the Honourable William 

Cornwallis, Commander in Chief of His Majefty's 

Ships and Veffels oiF Breft, to fend immediately 

Tv^o Frigates to cruize off Cadiz and the Entrance 

of the Straits, for the Purpofe of intercepting and 

detaining, until His Majefty's Pleafure fhall be 

further kng^i^n, fome Frigates, which are fpeedily 

expected to arrive at Cadiz, loaded with Treafure 

from South America } I have it in command from 

their 
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theif LordfhiJ5S to fignify their Direction to you to 
cooperate by every Means in your Power with the 
Captains of the Two Frigates which may be fent 
out by Admiral Cornwallis as above mentioned, in 
carrying the Orders they have received from the 
faid Admiral into Execution. 
' In cafe of your falling in with the Veffels having 
the faid Treafure on board, it is their Lordfbips 
Dircftion, that you ufe your beft Endeavours 
to detain them until further Orders. 

I am. Sir, 
Your moft humble Servant, 

W^ MARSDEN. 
Senior Officer of His Majefly's Ships 
cruizing off Cadiz. 



No. 112. 

Copy of a Letter from W. Marfden Efquire 

.to the Commanders in Chief in the 

Mediterranean, the Leeward Iflands, and 

Jamaica, dated the 19th September 1804. 

My Lord, 
r HAVE it in Command from my Lords Com. 
miffioners of the Admiralty, to fend you herewith 
the Copy of their Lordfliips Order of yefterday's 
Date to Admiral Cornwallis, refpefting the 
Blockade of the Port of Ferrol, and to fignify 
their Diredion to you, to take fuch Meafures of 
Precaution as may be neceflary for oppofing or 
counterading any hoftile Attempts of the Govern^ 

B B 2 ment 
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ment or Subjeds of Spain againfl: His Majeft/t 
Dominions, or the Trade of His Majefty's Subjeds 
within the limits of your Command. 

Your Lordfhip is, however, not to fufFer any 
ASt of Hoftility or Aggreflion (with the Exception 
of detaining, for further Orders, Ships having Trea^ 
fure on board belonging to the Spanifh Govern- 
ment) to be committed by the Ships under your 
Command towards the Dominions or Subjects of 
Spain, until you receive further Orders^ or until 
your Lord(htp (hall have received, from unqueftion- 
able Authority, pofitive Infori^ation of Hoftih'ties 
having been committed by the Subjeds of Spain 
againfl His Majefty's Interefts. 

I have the Honour to be, &c« &c. &c. 

W, MARSDEN. 

Vice Admiral Lord Vifcount Nelfon, K. B. 

Similar Letters to Vice Admiral Sir J. T.Duck* 
worth, K. B. Jamaica. 

Commodore Sir Samuel Hood, K. B« Leeward 

Ifland^. 
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No. iij, 

Extraft of a Letter from the Honourable 
Rear Admiral Cochrane to the Honour 
able Admiral ComwalliS} dated on board 
His Majefty*s Ship Northumberland, off 
Fcrrol, the iprh September 1804. 

T HAVE ordered the Majeftic to be completed 
with Water, and fhould nothing particular hap- 
pen ihe will be ordered to the Downs agreeable to 
the Admiralty Order. It is impoflible to fay what 
State the Spanifh Squadron may be in ; within 
a few Days it mud certainly depend upon Orders 
from Court. 

I will delay fending the Ganges and Illuftrious 
to Plymouth until I receive further Orders, as I 
do not think the remaining Three Ships will be 
fafe after their Departure, fhould Orders arrive 
from Madrid to fend the Spanifh Squadron to Sea, 
which they can do in Twenty-four Hours, /hould 
their Objefl: be an Atcack upon the Squadron 
under my Orders. 



No. 114. 

Extradt of a Letter from the Honourable 
Rear Admiral Cochrane to Lord Melville, 
dared the 20th September 1804, 

T INCLOSE to you Copies of Papers which I 

tranfmitted to Admiral Cornwallis Yefterday. 

I have fmce received an Anfwer from the Captain 

General of the Marine, to my laft Letter ; the 

evafive Nature of which mufl flrike your Lordfhip, 

BB3 as 
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as It does me, that the retiring of the Squadron 
into the Arfenal is a mere Blind, where they arc 
equally ready for Sea as when at Anchor in the 
Harbour. Moft of their Crew live in the Vicinity 
of Ferrol ; and they have, it is faid. Leave granted 
them'until the i5ih of next Month, I mull how- 
ever remark, that they can be affembled at any 
Time within a few Hours, 



(Firfl: Inclofure in No/i 14.) 

Copy of a Letter from the Honourable Rear 

Admiral Cochrane to the Captain General 

of Marine, Ferrol, dated His Britannic 

Majefty's Ship Northumberland off Ferrol, 

14th September 1804. 

Sir, 

TT'NOWING the poliiical Situation in which 

Great Britain and Spain flood with refpe^^ 

to each other, I was much aftonifhed at being 

informed that Orders had been fent to the different 

Isfaval Departments of this Country to increafe 

their Marine Eftablifhments, and fit out Squadrons 

fjmilar to what is now doing in the Port of Ferrol. 

As Spain is not engaged in any foreign War, 

I feel it my Duty to demand an Explanation, more 

particularly as the Harbour of Ferrol contains 

Five Sail of the Line belorging to the French, 

as alfo One Dutch Man of War of the fame 

Jflate ; the Officers of whom I am informed declare, 

that they intend failing in Company with the Spanifli 

Squadron j 
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Squadron ; which Report feems to be confirmed 
by their late Preparations, 

•The Situation in which I am placed by command- 
ing a Divifion of His Britannic Majefty*s Ships, 
calls upon me to enquire of your Excellency if the 
above Fads are true ; for (hould theTw© Squadrons 
fail in Company, I declare to your Excellency that 
it is my Determination to attack that of France 
and Holland, and I truft in doing fo I will not be 
oppofed by the Spanifli Squadron; the Confequences 
of which may prove fatal to the Harmony and 
good Underftanding that has fo happily fubfifled 
between the Two Countries, and which my beft 
Endeavours have hitherto been ufed to preferve. 
At the fame Time there is a Duty I owe my 
Country in maintaining its Honour and Dignity 
that is paramount to every other Confideration, 
and by this I muft be governed. 
I have the Honour to be. 

With the higheft Refpcft, 
Your Excellency's, &c. &c. &c. 

(Signed) A. COCHRANE. 

His Excellency Don Felix de Texada, 
Captain General of the Marine, 

FerroL 
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(Second Inclofure in No. 1 14.} 

Copy of a Letter from the Captain General 
of Marine at Ferrol, to the HonouraWe 
Rear Admiral Cochrane, dated 15th Sep* 
tember 1804. 

AT Three Quarters part Twelve of this Day, I 
have received your Excellency*s Official of 
Yefterday, direfced to afk me Explanations upon 
the Subjeft of the Armament of Ships that your 
Excellency fay is making in this Port, and to mani- 
feft that you are determined to attack any of the 
French Ships of War and the Dutch Ship that 
are here, fhould they verify their Departure at fame 
Time that the Spanilh Ships of War effe&, it. 

To the Firft Point I have no Objeftion to an- 
fwer your Excellency, that though in this Depart- 
ment there have been armed Three Ships and one 
Frigate, befidcs another that was already fitted out, 
and fome fmaller Ships for a fecret Commillion ; the 
Manner in which thefe Ships have been manned with 
only half Crews ; this Circumftance alone by itfelf 
diffipates all hoftile Apprehenfions. on the Part of 
any European Power, 

And as to what regards the Second Point, I 
can only fay to your Excellency, that I remain 
informed of the Declaration which your Excellency 
makes, of attacking the French and Dutch Ships 
of War, fliould they cffedl their Sailing with the 
gpanifh j and not having the Icaft Knowledge of 

the 
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the French intending to depart from this Port 
with the Ships of my Sovereign, I give Account to 
his Majefty of what your Excellency has juft 
officiated vnih me for his Royal Information, which 
I lay before your Excellency in Reply to your laid 

Office, 

God preferve your Excellency many Tears. 

(Signed) FELIX DE TEX ADA. 

His Excellency Alexander Cochrane. 



(Third Inclofure in No, 1 1 4.) 

Copy of Second Letter from the Captain 
General of Marine at Ferrol to Rear 
Admiral Cochrane, dated 1 5th September 
1804. 

A FTER having clofed the adjoined Packet fot 
your Excellency, and having fenc it with one 
of my Adjutants to the Englifh Vice Conful, who 
not being found, and when my Difpatches were 
already in the PoQ: Office, in which I inform my 
Court of what your Excellency had officiated with 
me, and of my Reply, I have received Orders to 
difarm His Majelly's three Ships that are in this 
Port, and that only to remain fo the two Frigates, 
the Packets, and Tranfport Ships, that were fo 
before^ to be employed in their particular Com- 
miffions ; with which Motive I have again opened 
the faid Packet, to fubjoin to it this Information,. 

which 
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which fhould pacify the Apprehenfions you mam- 
fefted in your Office of Yefterday. 

God preferve your Excellency many Years. • 
(Signed) FELIX de TEIADA. 

His Excellency Alexander Cochrane. 



(Fourth Inclofure in No. 114.) 

Copy of a Letter from Rear Admiral Coch- 
rane to the Captain General of Marine, 
dated His Majefty's Ship Northumberland, 
off Ferrol, 1 6th September 1804. 
Sir, 

T HAVE the Honour to acknowledge the Receipt 
of your Letter of Yefterday's Date^ in anfwer 
to mine of the 14th Inftant. 

It affords me much Pleafure to underftand, that 
your Excellency has received Orders to retire into 
the Arfenal and difarm the Spanifli Squadron now 
in the Harbour of Ferrol. May I beg of your Ex- 
cellency to know, for the Information of my Cisurt, 
if the Orders are for the aftual Difarmament of 
the Squadron, that is to fay, difembarking their 
Guns, Provifions, Rigging, &c, as aifo for the Dif- 
charge of their refpeftive Ships Companies, 

I am well aware, that Ships of every Defcription 
can remain in the Arfenal equally ready for Sea 
as at Anchor where they now are ; and the Duty I 
owe my Country puts me under the painful Ne- 
ceffity of making the Demands I now do. 

May 
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May God long preferve the Peace between our 
Two Countries, and grant your Excellency many 
happy Years. 

I have the Honour to be, &c. &c. &c. 

(Signed) A. COCHRANE- 

His Excellency Don Felix de Texada, 
Captain General of Marine, 

Ferrol. 



(Fifth Inclofure in No. 1 14.) 

Copy of a Letter from the Captain General 
of Marine to the Honourable Rear Admiral 
Cochrane, dated the 18th September 1804. 

npO the Office that your Excellency has been 
pkafed to addrefs me, under Date of the i6th 
of the prefent Month, and which was delivered 
to me Yefterday Morning, I can only reply to 
your Excellency, that the King's Ships which I, 
informed your Excellency by my Second Office, 
dated the 15th, (hould enter the Arfenal, have 
already effeded it, will remain in the fame State 
they were in before their Equipment for to get into 
Port, which has been the Origin of the Appre- 
henfions your Excellency had, and which you 
manifefted to me in your Letter of the 14th, and 
to which I have replied to your Excellency by my 
Two Officials on the following Day, which I 
re-aflure your Excellency in Anfwer to your (aid 
Official ; and wilhing for Opportunities in which I 

majr 
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may be able to evince the Confideration I have 
for your Excellency's Perfon. 

God preferve your Excellency many Year^. 

(Signed) FELIX DE TEXADA. 

His Excellency Alexander Cochrane. 



No. 115. 

Copy of an Order to t^ie Honourable 
Admiral Cornwallis off Bred, for detain- 
ing Spanifh Ships Jaden with Naval or 
Military Stores, dated the 25th September 
1804. 

By the Commiflioners for executing the 
Office of Lord High Admiral of the 
United Kingdonf of Great Britain and 
Ireland, &c. 

TN Addition to our fecret Orders to you of the 
18th Inftant, for detaching Two of the Frigates 
under your Command to cruize cff Cadiz and 
the Entrance of the S:raits, for the Purpofe of 
intercepting and detaining the Veffels therein men- 
tioned, expected fliortly to arrive with Treafure 
from South America, you are hereby required and 
dircded to give Orders to the refpeftive Captains 
and Commanders of all His Majefty's Ships and 
Veffels under your Command, to keep a vigihnt 
look out, and, upon falling in with any Spanifh 
Ships or Veffebladen with Naval or Military Stores, 
to detain them, and either to fend or bring them 

into 
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into the nearefl: Port In England, there to remain 

until His Majefty's further Pleafure fhall be known 

refpe^ng them. 

You are alfo to dire£b the faid Officers, that, 

upon their bringing or fending into Port any 

Spanifh Vcflels laden with Naval or Military Stores 

as above mentioned, they tranfmit to our Secretary 

for our Information, an Account of their having 

fo done. 

Given under our Hands the 25th September 

1804. 

(Signed) MELVILLE. 

J. COLPOYS. 
P. PATTON. 

To the Honourable Wm. Cornwallis^ 
Admiral of the White, 

&c. &c. &c. off Breft. 

£|y Command of their Lordfhips, 

W. MARSDEN. 



No. 116 
Copy of an Order to the Senbr Officer off 

Cadiz, dated 25th September 1804. 

By the Commiifioners for executing the 

Office of Lord High Admiral qf the 

United Kingdom of Great Britain 

and Ireland^ &c. 

iN Addition to our Secretary's Letter to you 

of the 19th Inftant, for detaining till further 

Orders the Ships which were expected to arrive 

off 
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No. ii8. 

Naval Occurrences at Cacliz» &c. for Sep* 
tember 1804, reported by Mr« DuflF, His 
Majefty's Conrul at that Place* 

IJ PON the 13th arrived the Two Store Ships 
belonging to the King ; the Prcfentacion and 
Aurora from Gallicia with Timber for Carthagena, 
and 450 of the Troops deftined for Tijas. Tb^ 
Fhrft proceeded the 23d for her Deftination, the 
Second went to the Carracca to repair her Main 
Maft. The Troops were landed at the liland and 
incorporated with the Force which is forming there 
for that Service, under the Command of Don Pedro 
Grimareft, who is to command there, as is, ac- 
cording to report, Don Jph. Caro, lately promoted 
to the Rank of Captain of a Ship from that of 
Captain of a Frigate, to qualify him for the Com- 
mand, which is to confift in Frigates. For the pre. 
fent, 1600 Troops are only intended to be fent out, 
and probably will go to the Havannah in the Firft 
Inftance. 

In the Carracca, the Frigates Magdalena and 
Refina are getting ready, and in the Bay, the Fri- 
gate Pomona, (lately arrived from the Department 
of Carthagena), alfo the Amphitrite. In all thefe 
Frigates they are forming the Cafe for their re- 
ceiving on board the Quickfilver deftined for the 
Havannah and Vera Cruz. 

^ la 



th Clallicia> the Frigates Venganza and Priiefa are 
imder Sailing Orders for Monrivideo. 

From Monti video was expefted to fail the 25th , 
July the Frigatei Affumpcion, Pais, and Mercedes, 
which had put in there from lAmZj where they have 
United with the Frigates Clara and Medea, which 
were upon that Station. The Whole being a Money 
or Plate Itegifter, and under the Comiriand of the 
Gife d'Efquadra^ Reaf Adiilirial Don Jofeph Bufta« 
mente. They are expe£ted to bring Six Millions. 

The Ships which had been ordered to be fitted 
out at the Carracca (and which; with refpe£t to Ar- 
tnament, have been {o thefe fome Months paft) 
remain in the fame Situation as tney have been 
of late. Otily Threfe of them have any Number 
of Men on board; Thefe are ^the Trinidad and 
St. Ann, having about 500 each, and the America^ 
with nearly her Complement; The dther Three 
with hardly any^ The Argonaut and Bahama, 
which came from Carthage&a^ ate completely man- 
ned and ready for Service in every Refped. The 
careening of the remaining Ships ix^ the Carracca 
is carrying on. 
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No« 119. 

£xtra£t of a Letter from Captain Gore of 
the Medufa, dated 5th Oftobcr 1804. 
npHE French Ship L'Aiglc of 74 Guns, and 
Five Sail of Spnifti Line of Battle Ships, 
are perfectly ready for Sea at Cadiz. The Santlflima 
Trinidada and the St. Ann, both Firft Rates, are 
fitting, but not ready. 



No. 120. 
Copy of a Letter from Captain J. C. White, 
to Lord Melville, dated 19th O Sober 
1804. 

My Lord, 
iN Obedience to your Lordlbip's Commands, I 

herewith ftate the Force of the French and 
Spanifli Ships, as far as came under my Obfervation 
during my Stay at Cadiz, between the 27th Auguft 
and 5th September laft, viz. In the Pontal or 
Road of Cadiz, the French Force confifted of 
L'Aigle of 74 Guns, and Two Corvettes, manned 
and ready for Sea. 

The Spanifli Force in the Pontal confifted of 
the Guardfliip, an old non-efFeftive 60 Gun Ship ; 
Two Ships of the Line, One of 70 the other of 
64 Guns ; thefe had recently arrived from the Co- 
lonies, were badly manned, fickly, and apptared by 
no Means effeftive Ships of War; Feur Frigates 
were alio lying in the Road, Two of them were 

in 
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in good Order, and appeared fully manned ; the 
other Two I underftood were incomplete, (ickly, 
and wanting Repairs; they had lately returned 
from the Colonies. 

The Spanifli Force at the Caraccas I underftood 
confifted of Two Ships of 74 Guns, about half 
manned, and were fitting it was faid merely to be 
carried round to Ferrol to be laid up ; an 80 Gua 
' Ship was repairing at the Caraccas, and to have a 
Third Tier added to her. 

The abo\e was as nearly as I can recoiled the 
Naval Force at Cadiz on the 5th of September; 
and, as far as my Obfervation and Enquiries led, 
th^re Jid not at that Time appear any Thing like a 
Naval Armament on foot. 

I have the Honour to be, &c. &c. &c. 

(Signed) JOHN C. WHITE. 

No. 121. 
F.xtraft of a Letter from Rear Admiral 
Cochrane to the Honourable Admiral 
Cornwallis, dated on board His Majefty's 
Ship the Northumberland off Ferrol, the 
2iftOftober 1804. 
'TpHE Spanilh Ships here are in the fame State 
as when I wrote laft. I now inclofe the mod 
correct Lift that can be obtained of their Situation, 
by which you will perceive that they arc all in a 
State fit for Service. 
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A LIST of aU the SpanUh Ships of War. in the Port 
of Ferroly Oftober 1 804 . 



Names. 



La Conception 

La Prince of Afturias - 
La Mexicano 
La St. Fernando 

La Neptano 

La Monarco -, * 

La St. AuguiKn 

La St. Juan Nepanefceno 

\jk Mantanes 

La St. Yldefoiifo - 

La St. Francifco, de Afis 

La St. Felino 

La St. Fulgencia - 
La Oriente 
La St. Julian 
La Efmeralda 

La Flora 

La PnieJ)a 
La Vengenza 
La Diana «i 
La Pila 



e 
a 

O 



120 

120 

120 

90 

84 

74 
74 



74 
74 

74 



Remarks, 



New! 



good Order, without Mails ^ 
Uunt all on board in the ArfenaL 
wly repaired do. do* do. 
In good Order /do. do. do. 
An old Ship newly repaired do. 
J Rigged, and in goodQrderinthe 
\ ArfenaT. — Complete. 
Do. do. do. 

Do. do.— Sailifeft.— OldShip.-Do. 
74 Juft out of Dock. — In good Order. 
In good Order. — Ten Years o\6.. 
Thnteen Years old. 

In Dock, and has bad a thorougk 

Repair. 
Sails very &ft.-«-01d, but in good 
74 I Order. 
64 Old, but in good Order. 



74 
64 



44 



Do. but in Order for Service. 
Do. do. 

44|Frigate. 

f Ordered to be docked for immediate 

\ Service. 

f New ; never been at Sea. — Com- 

\ pletely rigged. 

Rigged and ready for Sea. 

5 In good Order.— AboutTcn Years 

\ old. 

In good Order 



44 
40 

40 
40 



In the Arfenal, there are Sixteeo. 
or Eighteen Gun Boats, carrying a 
long 24 Pounder, and Thirty Men be- 
longing to each. During the laft War 
they had Floating Batteries carrying 
from Eight to Ten long 24 -Pounders, 
with a Furnace for heating Shot. 
One of them lay at Rides moft of the 
War. 
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No. 122. 

Extraft of a Letter from Rear Admiral 
Cochrane to the Honourable Admiral 
CornwalUs, dated on board His Majefty's 
Ship the Northumberland, off FerroJ, the' 
25th Odtober 1 804. 

TTHE SpanifliLine of Battle Ships are ia a State 
fo as to be ready in a few Days. The baking 
of Bifcuit goes on ; all their Ovens are at Work ; 
mod of the Water is on board ; and the Ships are 
kept in a more immediate State for Service than 
they have been for a Twelvemonth part. 

The Duguaytrouin will be out of the Dry Dock 
next Spring Tide, when the Redoutable goes in. 
The Fougneux is nearly ready to come out of the 
Bafon. I have Reafon to think that they have 
now a Sufficiency of Men for Four of their Line 
of Battle Ships, if not the Whole. — Parties conti- 
nue to arrive from France. 



m^^ 



No. 123. 

Copy of a Letter from William Marfden 

Efquire, to the different Commanders in 

Chief of His Majefty's Ships, on the Sub- 

jedof theDetention of the Spanifh Veffels, 

dated Admiralty-Office, 25th November 

1804. 
Sir, 

tT appearing that fome Mifapprehenfion has been 
entertained with regard to the Nature and Ex- 
tent of the precautionary Orders iffued by my 

c c 3 Lords 
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Lords Commiflioners of the Admiralty, for the De- 
tention, under certain Circumftances, of Spanifh 
Ships of War ; I have it in Command from their 
Lofdfhips, to fignify to you, that you are not to 
detain, in the firft Inftance, any Ship belonging to 
His Catholic Majefty, failing from a Port of Spain ; 
but you are to require the Commander of fuch 
Ship to return direftly to the Port from whence 
he came, and only in the Event of his refufing 
to comply with fuch Requifition, you are to detain 
and fend him. to Gibraltar or to England. 

I am further commanded to fignify their Di- 
rection to you, not to detain any Spanifh home* 
ward-bound Ship of War, unlefs (he fliall have 
Trcafure on board, nor Merchant Ships of that 
Nation, however laden, on any Account whatever. 

lam, &c. 

W. MARSDEN. 
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DECLARATION. 



FROM ihe Moment that Hoftilities had com. 
menced between Great Britain and France^ 
a fufEcieifit Ground of War againft 6^^/w, on the 
Part of Great Britain^ neceflarily followed from 
the Treaty of St. Ildephonfo^ if not difclaimed by 
Spain. 

That Treaty in faflt identified Spain with the 
Republican Government of France^ by a virtual 
Acknowledgement of unqualified Vaflfalage, and 
by fpecifick Stipulations of unconditional Offence. 

By the Articles of that Treaty Spain covenanted 
tofurnifliaftated Contingent of Naval and Military 
Force for the Profecution of any War in which 
the French Republick might think proper to engage. 
She fpecifically furrendered any Right or Preten- 
fion to enquire into the Nature, Origin, or Juftice 
of that War. She ftlpulaled, in the Firft Inftance, 
a Contingent of Troops and Ships, which, of itfclf,- 
comprifed no moderate Proportion of the Means 
at her Difpofal ; but in the Event of this. Con- 
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tingent being at any Time found infufficient ipx 
the Purpofcs of Prance, (he further bound herfclf tp 
put into a State of Aftivity the utrpofl Force, boti} 
by Sea and Land, that it (hould be in her Power tq 
colledb. She covenanted that this Force (hould be 
at theDifpofalofFrjwr^jtobe employed cgnjointiy 
or feparately foj: the Annoyance of the common 
Enemy; thus fubmit ting her entire Power and Re- 
fources to be ufed as the Inftruments of French Am- 
J)ition and Aggreffion, and to be applied in whatever 
Proportion France might think proper, for the 
avowed Purpofe of endeavouring to fubyert the 
Government a,nd deftroy the National Exiftence of 
Oreat Britain. 

Tnt Charafter of fuch a Treaty gave Great 
Britain an inconteftible Right to declare to Spain, 
That unlefs fhe decidedly renounced the Treaty, 
or gave Aflurances that (he would not perform 
the Obligations of it^ (he wou|d |iot be confideecj 
as a neutral Power, 

This Right, however, for prudential Reafons, 
and from Motives of Forbearance and Tenderneft 
towards Spain^ was not exercifed in its full Extent j 
and, in confequence of Aflurances pf a paci(ick 
Difpofition on the Part of the Spanijh Government, 
His Majefty did not, in the Fir(l Inftance, in(ift on 
a diftin.a and formal Renunciation of the Treaty. 
It does not appear that any exprefs Demand of Suc- 
cour had been made by France before the Month 
pf July One thoufand eight hundred and three ; 

and 
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find pn the Firft Notification of the War, HU 
^jefty's Minifter at Madrid was led to believe, 
ia confeqyence of Communications which paiTed 
between him and the Spanijh Government, that 
His Catholic M^jefty did not CQnfider Himfeif a^ 
neceffarily bound by the mere Fad of the Exiftence 
of a War betiyeen Grmt Britain and Frartfc^ wirh- 
put fubfequent Explanation and Difcuflion, to fulfil 
the Stipulations of the Treaty of 5/* Ildephonfo^ 
fhough the Articles of that Treaty would certainly 
give rife to a very different Interpretation. In the 
^onth of Oiiober a Convention was figned, by 
which Spain agreed to pay to France a certain Sum 
Monthly in lieu of the fJaval and Military Succours 
which they had ftipulated by the Treaty to provide, 
but of the Amount of this Sum, or of the Nature 
of any other Stipulations which that GonventioiJ 
might contain, np official Information whatever was 
given* 

It was immediately dated by His Majefty's 
Minifter 2X, Madrid to the <?/tf/2J/2> Government, 

^ that a Subfidy as large as that which they were 
fuppofed to have engaged to pay to France^ far ex- 
ceeded the Bounds of Forbearance ; that it coul4 

^ only meet with a temporary Connivance, as if it 
was continued, it might prove in Faft, a greater In- ; 
jury than any other Hoftility, In reply to thefe Re- 
monftrances, it was reprefented as an Expedient to 
gain Time, and Affurances were given which were . 
confirmed by Circumftances, which came to His; 
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Majefty's Knowledge from other Quarters, that the 
Difpofition of the Spanijh Government would in- 
duce thcin to extricate thcmfelves from this En- 
gagement, if the Courfepf Events (hould admit of 
ihtir doing fo with Safety. 

When His Majefty had firft Reafon to believe 
that fuch a Convention was concluded. He direfted 
His Minifter at Madrid io declare that His forbear- 
ing to confider Spain as an Enemy muft depend 
in fon)e Degree upon the Amount of the Succours, 
and upon her maintaining a perfeft Neutrality in all- 
other Refpefls ; but that it would be impoffiblc for 
Him to confider a permanent Payment, to the 
Amount of that which was ftated to have been in 
Agitation, in any other Light than as a dire£l: Sub« 
fidy of War. His Majefty 's Envoy was direded, 
therefore, firft to proteft again ft the Convention, as 
a Violation of Neutrality, and a juftifiable Caufe of 
War ; fecondly, to declare, that our abftaining from 
Hoftilities muft depend upon its being only a tem- 
porary Meafure, and that we muft be at liberty to 
confider a Perfeverance in it as a Caufe of War ; 
thirdly, that the Entrance of any French Troops 
into Spain muft be refufed ; fourthly, that any Naval 
Preparation muft be a great Caufe of Jealoul'y, and 
any Attempt to give Naval Afliftance to France an 
immediate Caufe of War; fifthly, that ih^SpaniJh 
Ports muft remain open to our Commerce, and that 
our Ships of War muft have equal Treatment with 
thofe of France. His Majefty's Minifter was aifo 
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inftru^ked, if any French Troops entered Spain^ or 
if he received authentic Information of any Naval 
Armaments preparing for the Affiftance of France^ 
to leave Madridj and to give immediate Notice to 
our Naval Commanders, that they might proceed 
to Hoftilities without the Delay that might be occa- 
fioned by a Reference home. 

TtlE Execution of thefe InftruSions produced a 
Variety of Difcuflions ; during which His Majefty's 
Minifter told Mr. Cevallos, in anfwer to his Queftion, 
Whether a Continuance of fuch pecuniary Succours 
to France would be confidered as a Grouixd of War, 
and whether he was authorized to declare it ? that 

he was fo authorized, and that War would be the 
infallible Confequence. 

It was, however, ftill thought defirable by His 
Majefty to protraft, if pofSble, the Decifion of this 
Queftion ; and it was therefore dated in the In- 
(Irudions to His Minifter at Madrid^ that as the 
Subfidy was reprefented by the Spanijh Government 
to be merely a temporary Mcafure, His Majefty 
might ftill continue to overlook it for a Time ; but 
that His Decifion in this Refpefl: muft depend 
upon knowing the precife Nature of all the Stipu- 
lations between Spain and France^ and upon the 
S^anifb Government • being determined to caufe 
their Neutrality to be refpeSed in all other Parti- 
culars. That until thefe Queftions were anfwered 
in a fatisfaftory Manner, and the Convention com- 
municated to Him, He could give no pofitive An- 
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fwcr whether He would make the pecuniary Suc- 
cours a Caufe of War or not. 

Before the Receipt of thefc Inftruftions, dated 
January 21, 1804, the Report of fome Naval Ar- 
maments in the Ports of Spain had occafioned a 
frefliCorrefpondencebetwcenHis Majefty's Minifter 
and the Spanijh Government, In one of the Notes 
prefentcd by the former, he declares, that if the 
King was forced to begin a War, he would want 
no other Declaration than what he had already 
made. The Anfwers of the Spanijh Government 
were at firft of an evafive Nature ; His Majefty's 
Miniftcrr clofed the CorrelJDondcnce on his Part by 
a Note delivered on the Eighteenth February^ in 
which he declares that all further Forbearajice 01^ 
the Part oi England muft depend upon the Ceffation 
of all Naval Armaments, and a Prohibition of the 
Sale of Prizes in their Ports ; and unlefs thefe 
Points were agreed to without Modification, he had 
Orders to leave Madrid. On the Second of thdt 
Points a fatisfaftory Anfwer was given, and Orders 
iffued accordingly ; on the Firft a Reference was 
made to former Declarations. To the Queftion 
about difclofing the Treaty with France no fatis- 
fadory Anfwer was ever given. As however n« 
Naval Preparations appeared to be proceeding 
at th^t Period in the Ports of Spain^ the Matter 
was allowed to remain there for a Time. - 

In the Month of July One thoufand eight 
hundred and four, the Government of Spain gave 
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Affurances of faithful and fettled Neutrality, and 
difavowed any Orders to arm in their Ports ; yet in 
the fubfcquent Month, when thefe Affurances were 
recent, and a confident Reliance repofed in them, 
the ^r//j/Z^ Charge d' Affaires received Advice from 
the Admiral commanding His Majefty's Ships off 
the Port of Ferrol^ that Reinforcements of Soldiers 
and Sailors had arrived through Spain for the 
French Fleets at ^vuhn and FerroL On this Intelli- 
gence two Notes were prefented to the Spanifh- 
Minfters, but no Anfwer was received to either of 
them. Towards the End of the Month of Septem- 
ber^ Information was received in London from the 
Briiijk Admiral ftationed oS Ferrol^ that Orders had 
a^ually been given by the Court oi Madrid for 
arming, without Lofs of Time, at that Port, Four 
Ships of the Line, Two Frigates, and other fmaller 
Veffcis ; that (according to his Intelligence) fimilar 
Orders had been given at Carthagena and Cadiz, 
and particularly that Three Firft Rate Ships of the 
Line were direded to fail from the lad mentioned 
Port; and as an additiDnal Proof of hoflile Inten- 
tions, that Orders had been given to arm the 
Pacquets as in Time of War; 

Here then appeared a direfl: and unequivocal 
Violation of the Terms on which the Conti- 
nuance of Peace had been acquiefccd inj previous^ 
Notice having been given to the SpaniJI? Govern^ 
ment, that a State of War would be the imme- 
diate Confet^uence of .fuch aMeafure, His Majefty 

ont 



•' 



C 3<)8 ) 

cn this Event flood almoft pledged to an inftjnt 
Commencement of Hoftilities; the King how- 
ever preferred a perfevering Adherence to the 
Syftem of Moderation fo congenial to His Difpo- 
fition : He refolved to leave ftill an Opening for 
Accommodation, if Spain (hould be ftill allowed the 
Liberty to adopt the Courfe prefcribed by a juft 
Senfe of her own Interefts and Security. It is here 
worihy of Remark, that the groundlefs and ungrate- 
ful Imputations thrown out againft His Majefty's 
Condud: in the Spanijh Manifefto, are built upon 
the Foundation of this Forbearance alone. Had 
His Majefty exercifed, without Referve, His juft 
Rights of War, the Reprefentations fo falftly 
afferted, and fo infidioufly dwelt upon, could not 
have been even ftated under any colourable Pre* 
text : The Indulgence, therefore, which poftponed 
the actual State of War, was not only mifrepre* 
fented, hut transformed into a Ground of Com- 
plaint, becaufe the Forbearance extended to iheAg* 
grelTors was not carried to a dangerous and inad- 
miftible Extreme, In confequence of the Intelli- 
gence above ftated, Direftions were fent toHisMa- 
jefly's Minifter at Madrid, to make Reprefentations 
and Remonftrances to the Spanijh Court, to demand 
Explanations relative V) the exifting Conventions 
between Spai?7 and France ; and, above all, lo infift, 
that the Naval Armaments in their Ports ftiould be 
placed on the fame Footing as they were previoufly 
lothe Comaienccir^ent of Hoftiliiics between Great 
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Britain and France : And he was further diredled, 
explicitly to ftate to the Spanijh Government, that 
His Majefty felt a Duty impofed upon Him of 
taking, without Delay, every Meafure of Precau- 
tion ; and, particularly, of giving Orders to His 
Admiral off the Port of Ferrol to prevent any of 
the Spanijh Ships of War failing from that Port, or 
any additional Ships of War from tnrering it. 

No fubftantial Redrefs, no fatisfaftory Explana- 
tion, was aftbrded in confequence of thcfe repeated 
Reprefcntations ; whilft, under the Cover of His 
Majefty's Forbearance, the Enemy had received con- 
fiderable Remittances ofTreafure, together with 
the Facility of procuring other Supplies. 

Every Circumflance of the general Condufl of 
Spain was peculiarly calculated to excite the vigilant 
Attention of the Britijh Government — the Remo- 
val of Spanijlo Ships out of their Docks, to make 
room for the Accommodation of the Men of War of 
France — the March of French Troops and Seamen 
through the Spanijh Territory — the Equipment of 
Naval Armaments at Ferrol — the Confideration that 
the Junftion of this Armament with the French 
Ships already in that Harbour, would create a de- 
cided Superiority of Numbers over His Majefty's 
Squadron cruizing off that Port— the additional 
Naval Exertions, and the confequent Increafe of 
Expence which this Conduft of Spain ncceffarily 
impofed upon Great Britain. All thefe together re- 
quired thofe iPrecautions, both of Reprefencation 
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:ind Adion, to ^hich His Majefty had immediate' 
Recourfe. While official Notice wa$ given of His 
Majefty*s Intention to adopt thofe neceflary Meia^' 
fures, the Spanijh Government was at the lame 
Time affured, that HisTVIajefty ftill felt an earneft 
Defire to maintain a good Underflanding with 
Spain; but that the Continuance of fuch a State of 
Things muft be fubjeft to the Condition of abftain- 
ing on their Part from all hoftiie Preparations, an4 
on making, without Hefitation or Referve, that full 
and explicit Difclofure of the Nature and Extent 
of the fubfifting Engagements with France^ which 
had hitherto been fo frequently and fo fruitlefsly 
demanded. 

The Precautions adopted by His Majefty were 
fuch only as He deemed indffpenfably neceflary to 
guard againft the Augmentation by Spain of her 
Means of Naval Preparation during the Difcuffion, 
and againft the pcffible Confequences of the fafe 
Arrival of the expefted American Treafure in the 
SpaniJh'Poits i an Event which has more than once, 
in fcJrmer Times, become the Epoch of the Termi- 
nation of Difciiflions, and of the Commencement 
of Hoftility on the Part of Spain. 

The Orders ifliied by His Majefty, on this Occa* 
fion, to the Admirals commanding His Fleets, 
afford the moft firiking Example of a fcrupulous 
and indulgent Forbearance ; the moft ftrid Limi- 
tation was given, as to the Extent and Objeft of 
the Meafurcs propofed j and the Execution of thofe 
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Orders was guarded with the ftrongeft Injundions 
to aroid, by every Means confiftent with the At- 
tainment of their Objed, any A€t of Vioience or 
Hoftility againft the Dominions or Subjeds of hit 
Catholic Majefty. The hoftilc Preparations in the 
Harbom* of Ftrrcl rendered it neceflfary, in the firft 
Inftanccj that a Reinforcement fliould be added to 
the Squadron cruizing off that Port ; and Orders 
were at the fame Time conveyed to the Britijb 
Admirals, to fend Intimation to the Spani/b Go* 
vemment of the Inftru&ions they had received, and 
of their Determination in confequence to refifti 
under the prefent Circumftances, the failing either 
of the French or Spamjh Fleets, if any Attempt for 
that Purpofe fhould be made by either of them. 

His Majeii^'s Pleafure was at the fame Time 
Signified, that they were not to detain, in the firft 
Inftanee, /any Ship belonging to his Catholic 
Majefty, failing from a Port of Spain ; but to re» 
quire the Commander of fuch Ship to return dl« 
re£tly to the Port from whence (he came, and only, 
in the Evenf of his refufmg to comply with fuch 
Requifiuon, to detain and fend her to Gikraltar or 
to England. 

Further Diredions were given not to detain 
any Spanijb homeward-bound Ships of War, unlefs 
they ihould have Treafure on board, nor Mercjhiant 
Ships of that Nation, however laden, on any Ac- 
count wfaatfoever. That, in the Profecution of 
tbofe Meafures of Preq^utipn, many valuable Lives 
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ihould h^ve been facrificed, is a Subje£b of mach 
Regret to Hu Majefty, who laments it as an* Event 
produced alone by an unhappy Concurrence of 
Circuraftances, but which can in no Degree affefl: 
the Merits of the Cafe. The Queftion of the juft 
Principle and dueExercife of His Majefty's Right, 
refts upon every Foundation of the Laws of Nature 
and of Nations, which enjoin and juftify the Adop- 
tion of ftich Meafuries as are requifite for Defence 
and the Prevention of AggreiGon. 

It remains only further lb obferve, that if any 
additional Proof were requifite of the Wifdom and 
Neceffity of precautionary Meafures, that Proof 
would be found even in the Declaration relied upon 
in theManifefto oi Spain^ in which its Govern- 
ment now ftates itfelf to have contemplated from 
the Beginning of the War, the Neceffity of making 
itfelf a Party to it, in fupport of the Pretenfions of 
France^ cxprcfsly declaring, that ** Spain and 
Holland^ who treated conjointly with France at 
Aniiens^ and whofe Interefts and political Relations 
were fo clofely conne&ed with her, muft have with 
Difficulty refrained from taking Part againft" the 
Injuries and Infults offered to their Ally," 

' It will further appear, by a Reference to the 
Dates and Refults of the feveral Reprefentations 
made by His Majefty's Charge d'Affaires at the 
Court of Spairij that the Detention of the Spanijb 
Treafure Ships never was in queftion during the 
Difcuflionis which preceded his Departure from 
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Madrid. That Ground of Complaint therefore, 
which has (ince been fo much relied upon, formed 
BO Part of the Motive of the previous hoftile 
Charad:er fo ftrongly manifefted by the Spani/h 
Court in their Mode of treating the Points in Dif- 
cuf&oi\, nor (as will appear in the Sequel) of 
the final Rupture of the Negotiation at Madrid. 

On the Twenty-fix th of OSober One thoufand 
eight hundred and four, His Maj.efty's Charg^ d' Af- 
faires prefented a Note to the Spanijh Minifter, in 
. which the following Conditions were infifted upon, 
as preliminary to the Appointment of a Mimfter 
from Great Britain^ who might treaJt of the Ad- 
juilment of other Matters which remained for Dif- 
cuj&on. The Conditions were Three : Firft, that 
the Orders given at Ferroly Cadiz^ and Cartbagena^ 
fhould be countermanded, as well for the Equip- 
ment of Ships of War in any of thofe Ports, as 
for their Removal from One of thofe Ports to 
another. Secondly, that not only the prefent Ar- 
maments fliould be difcontinued, but that the Efta- 
blifliment of iShipsof War in the diflPerent Ports 
fhould be replaced on the Footing on which they 
flood at the Commencement of Hoflilities between 
England and France. Thirdly,; that ' a full Difclo- 
fure fhould be made of the exifting Engagements, 
and of the future Intentions oi Spain /sniih refpcQ: 
to France. From the Period abovementioned to 
the Second of November^ feveral official Notes 
paffed bct?ween His Majefty's Charge d'Aflfairet 
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and the Spanijb ^Chifter, confiding^ with little 
Variation in their Teiiour, of urgent Demands of 
Batisfadion on the one Side, and of ervalive and 
uhfadsfaSory Replies on the other. After re- 
peated Delays smd reiterated Applications, His 
Majefty's Charge d' Affaires deceived his Paflports 
on the Seventh of Nvvember, and departed from 
Madrid on the Fourteenth of that Month. Du- 
ring the Whole of this Negotiation^ no Mention 
was made of the Detention of the Spanijh Trea- 
fure Ships, nor does it, any where appear that an 
Account had been received at Madrid of that 
Tran&dion. It is evident therefore, notwithftand- 
ing the Attempt made by the Spani/b Court to 
avail itfelf of that Event, in the Manifefto which 
has been fmce publiflied, that the State of War 
inufl equally have arifen between Great Britain 
and Spain^ had the Detention never taken place, 
and that, in point of Fad, the Rupture ultimately 
took place upon Grounds diftinft from, and totally 
unconnefted with, that Meafure. 

The leading Circumftances which charafterize 
the reiterated Abufe of His Majefty's Moderation, 
were each of them of a Nature to have exhaufted 
any lefs fettled Syftem of Lenity and Forbearance. 
Succours afforded to His Enemies \ Explanations 
ref ufed or evaded, after repeated Demands ; Con- 
ditions violated, after diftinft Notice that on them 
depended the Continuance of Peace. Such has 
been the Conduct of the Spanijb Court j and it 
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is, under thefe Circumftances, that His Majefty 
finds the domineering Influence of France exerted, 
and the Spanijh Nation in a State of declared and 
open War. 

His Majefly appeals viiih, Confidence to all Eu^ 
rope for the Acknowledgment of His exemplary 
Moderation in the whole Courfe of thefe Tranf- 
aftioiis. His Majefty feels with Regret the Necef- 
fity which places Him in a State of HoftiJity with 
Spain ; and would with heartfelt Satisfaction ob- 
ferve, on the Part of that Country ,'the Affumption 
of a more dignified Senfe of National Importance, 
and a more independent Exercife of Sovereign -^ 
Rights/ 

His Majefty would indeed be moft happy to dif- 
cover in the Councik of Spain a reviving Senfe of 
thofe ancient Feelings and honourable Propenfities 
which have at all Hmes been fo congenial to the 
Spanijh Cbarader, and which, in better Times, 
have marked the Cdndud of its Government. His 
Majefty will, on Hife^artj eagerly embrace the 
Firft Opportunity, thusoffcred, of refumingaState 
of Peace and Confidence with a Nation tirhich has 
fo many Tics of Common Intereft to conneft it 
with Great Britain, ahd which He has hitherto been 
ever difpofed to regard with Sentiments of the 
utnioft Confideration and Efteem. 

Downing Street, 24tb January 1 805, 
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Armament at Ferrol^ 198* 
Board oJHtabh^ Spanifliy urge the Naiad to the Performance 

of Quarantine, 313, 315. 
J!6uhuinviIIi9 General, obtains Fermiffion for Paflage of French 

Troops to Ferrol, 59. Further demands Paffage of Tyoops 
. through Spain to Portugal, together with Difperfion of 

Spanifli Troops, 68. Overrules any Commuication to be . 

made to the Brittfli Goveinaaent as to Nature of the Treaty, 

105. 

Britaimici Maj^y Meflage of, to both Houfes of Parliament 
of Rupture with France, fent to Mr. Frere at Madrid, 5. 

^ Anxiouily defires Peace with Spain, ihid» Requefts to be 
informed how. far his Catholic Majefty coniidered himfeif 
bound by Treaty of St. Udephonfo, 6, 2 1. Eameftly wifhet 
the Neutrality of Portugal not to be molded. 8* Willing 
to believe the Ambiguity of Spain the EfiFe6l of Circum- 
ftances, 30. Infifts that Spain maintain an abfolute Neu. 
trality, and caufe it to be refpeSed by the other Belligerent 
Powers, 78. Confiders the Paffage of French Troops 
through Spain a Violation of her Neutrality,. 80. An- 
nounces His Forbearance to depend on Knowledge of 
a£hial Stipulations of the Treaty^t^coniideringthe Pecuniary 
Succours a juftifiable Caufe of War, 99, ico. Conceives 
the Succours granted by Spain as the moft prejudicial to His 

' Interefts, 11^. Willing to liften to every admiffibleArrange^ 
ment to avoid Hoftilities, ix6. Iniifts upon the Ceflation 

of all Navid Armaments, and an £qiia]ity of Treatment of 

5 Hii 



INDEX, 

His Subje6i8 with that of the Enemy, i if. Still wS&sg 
to extend His Forbearance, 173. Gives Inftru6tion that 
Mr. Freie infift on an unequivocal Anfwer from Spain, or 
immediately (o leave Madrid, 1 79^— 183. 



c. 



Ca£%t Orders, fent to, to ann the Shipping there, I7S^.3S5* 
Account of Naval Force at, 321, 327, 336, ^g^ ^j8. 

Cam^i French, one marked out at Bidard, 25. 

— , Spanifh, £ftabU(hment of, protefted againft by Gen.- 
Bournonville, 27. 

-*— — , one ordered by Prince of Peace to be formed in Caftiley 
28. . . 

Cara St. Cyr^ Provifional Conunander of intended Army againft 
Portugal, 26. / 

Carthagenay Orders fent to, to arm the Shipping there, 179, 325. 
Account of Naval Force at, 327. 

Cejfation of all Naval Armament abfolutely infi^d on by Great . 
Britain, 132. Set jirmamtnts Naval* 

CevalloSf Don Pcdro^ evafively anfwers Mr. Frere concerning 
the Intentions of Spanifh Government, 17. Aflerts the 
Britifti Cabinet to have confidered the affiiling Yrtmct 
with Military Succours no Violation of Neutrality, 82 ; 
but which is denied by Mr. Frere, 94. Endeavours to 
prove the Sale of Prizes no Infraction of Neutrality, 118 
& pajftm. Acquaints Mr. Frere with Stoppage of Sale of 
Prizes in Ports of Spain, conceiving Neutrality of Spain 
in part acknowledged thereby, 161, 162. Note from, 
to M. Anduaga, in Explanation of Naval Armament and 
French Subfidy, &c. 225. See Frere Mr. J. H. and^. 
Claimants^ Spanifh, 2,000,000 Livres fet apart from Monthly 

Subfidy to France for Reimburfement of, 72. 
Cochraney Admiral, fends Intelligence to Mr, B. Frere of Ar- 
rival of Reinforcements through Spain to French Fleet at 
Ferrol, 1 74. Is ordered to blockade the Port of Fcrrol, 
368. Correfpondence between and Don Felix Texada, 

Complain it 



INDEX 

Ctm^lmnit of fevenJ Ctommanders of Veffels on being tefufed to 
purchafe Proyiiionsy &c. in Forts of Spain, 202. 

Compttanct of Spain, if Franice not fatiafied with ftipukted^Suc- 
cours, a Caufe of War, 7. . 

Conferences^ two fufcceffive ones, between Gen. Boumonville 
aid Prince of Peace as to Advance extorted by M. Her- 
man, 64. 

between Lord Harrowby and Chev. Andua^a, on 



Seizure of Spanifh Treafure Ships, 190. 
Confidence^ unreferved, to be attempted between Britifh and 

Spanifh Governments, 2. 
Contador^ Don DiegOy Correfpondence between and Sir Edw. 

PeUew, 338—548. 
Contingent to France, coniidered by Prince of Pe^ce lefs ruinous 

than their exorbitant Demands, 33. 

■' , Eagemeis of France to obtain Subftitution of, 93. 
Converfation^ Subjedk of a yery important one between Mr. Frerc; 

and Prince of Peace, 52. 
Corref^dence between Captain Wallis and Gov. Gen. of Gal- 

licia, 310-7319' Between Sir Edward Peflew and Don 

Diego Contador,338 — ^348. Between Rear Admiral Coch- 
rane and Don Felix Texada, 374—380. 
Carunnai Four Sail of the Line ordered to be fitted out there, 

with a Demand fiiom Jrancc of their Affiftance,^ 325. In- 

folt ofiered to Engli/h 0£Bk:er8 at, 3 15. 
Cuhcy St. J ago dcy Complaint againft by Mr. Frere for Per. 

million given to Enemy to arm Privateers in, 138, with. 

M. Cevallos* Reply, ihid. 
CumanOf Bay of, Anfwer of M. Cevallos concerning a French 

Privateer taking Shelter in, after capturing an Engli/h 

Veffel, III. 



Declaratioa, 391* 

formal and authentic demanded by Qreat Britain from 



Spain^ 15. 

Detentiom 



INDEX. 

I\Mm^om of £l|Nuiifli ShspSf Seciet Orders (eni to LovdCim* 

wallis coiioeniin|^9 $68. 380. 
J)ifitl/S§nft Mr. Fme ftrong;iy wMkA net tohmg tozhditn 

or OD&vouraUe Ifiue but in two Cwk^t toz* 
Dmhoortkf Sir J. T. writes jointly with Gen. Nugent to the 

Governor of theHarannah on theProteftion giteit to the 

Enemjy 305. 
Z>^ Mr. gives Infermation of ;io Intenlaon to arm atCadiZt 

1I9. Account of Naval Occurrtoces hf, 3*1, Ji7> 3*8, 
'^ 33Jt 33^ 354*^ 358, 363. 



£ii^j» defixable that Spain fhould be an imwiDing and tardy 
one, in ewnt of War between JSng^andand fnsm% z* 

England ntiach rcfpefted by Spain^ 67. 

Explanation demanded by Mr. Frere df Bon CevaBos as to recent 
Treaty with France, 15. None given by France to 8paiD» 
for AfTemUage of Troops at Bayonne, 23. 



F. 

Famat one of Spanifh Treafure Ships brought into Portfmouth 
by the Lively, 189. 

Family CompaS of 1761 and Treaty of Alliance of 1796^ Dif- 
ference between, 40. 

Ferroly Orders fent to arm the Shipping there, 179. Sixteen 
Gun Boats to be got ready at, for Augereau's Army, 
326. Naval Force at, 340, 365, 367, 3S8. 

— -, Blockade of, Order from Lords Commiffioners of Ad- 
miralty concerning, 368. 

Forhearance of England from Regard to Weaknefs of Spain, 65. 
Announced to depend but on Ceflation of all N»yal Arma- 
ment, 130. 

Force^ Naval. See Cadi%y Carthagenay FerroL 

Frerti 



t N D £ X. 

I 

Fpmt Mr* J* H> ivnonftratet with Ptiace of Betee on 'n^tty 
of St. Qdephonfoy and it anfwered evafifdy, 9.' Confers 
with M. Ceyallos on &me Sabjeft^ X) | and as «¥«fitelf 
anfwered by himf 27. Wiflies to be informed howfiur 
Spain confideted herfdf abfohitdy bound by Tm^ of 
St. Ddephonfoy %i. Obfenret the Ignorance in which 
the Spanifh Court are held by France with regard to Por- 
^galy 23. Mentioni the Arrival of French Troops at 
Bayonne, 35 $ and Contcifation with Prince of Peace 
thereon, 26. Is reqnefted to an Audience by M. Cevallos, 
29. Is informed by Prince of Peace of an outrageous De* 
mand made by the French, 33/ Experiences a Change of 
Tone in Prince of Peace»34. Formally protefts againft 
Permiilion granted to Gen. BoumonviUe for Paflage of 
TroopstoFerrol, 6t. Announce to Britifh Government 
tlie Condufion of a recent Treaty between France and 
Spain, 63 ; and Ratificarion, 72. Note firom, to M. Ce* 
▼adlos, infifting on an abfolute Neutrality to be maintained by ' 
Spain,' and protefting againft recent Convention, 78, which 
is anfwered by M* CevaUoSy 81, and replied to again by 
Mr. Frere, 91. Mentions ah a£lual Advance made to 
France of Eight Millions of Livres, and a propofed one of 
Four Millions more, 98* Apprifes Lord Nelfon and Sir 
Edw. Pellew of his Appreheniion of a Rupture with Spain, 
99. Forwards a Note to M. Cevallos on Subjed of Naval 
'Arman^entB,' 108. Informs the Spanifli Miniftry that the 
further fupplying the Enemy with Pecuniary Succours, 
the permitting Sale of Priires in Spanifh Forts, and xh/b 
continuing to arm, muft be followed by inunediate Hof« 
tilities, 114, and which is replied to by M. Cevallos, i|8. 
Sends his Ultimatum^ IB9. Informs Sir£dw. Pellew of 
an intended Expedition about to fail from Ferrol, 136. 
Is replied to by M. Cevallos of the arming of Privateers in 
liie Ifland of Cuba, 138. Is alTured by Spanifh Miniftry 
of Stoppage of Armaments, &c. and who miibdcenly yn- 
daftand tb« Forbearance of England for Acknowledgement 
. of their pretended Neutrality, 161 • i^eceives Inftrudions 

from 



r N D- E x.. 

I 

btm Lord Htorowbyto afcertain the aaftual State of PorU 
audArfenalsin Spain, &c. &c* 169. 
Ffxrif Mr. B. is iaformed of Arrival of French, Troops at Fer- 
nol, 174. Forwards a Note to M. Cevallos thereon, 176, 
Receives from Lord Harrowby an Accoiuit of. ayrsmng ior 
Spaniih Ports^ and requeiled (if not dzfcoiitiii\)ed) im- 
mediately to leave Madrid, 1 79— 1 83 . Is further informed 
that, (hould Spaia difcontinue arming, he might prc^ng 
YoA Stay, i84«' Protefts againft the arming, 186, and is 
sifFureditfhould ceafe, i88* Receives the Information of 
Seizure of Spanifh Treafure Ships, 189. Gives an Ae- 
count of a further Conference with M. Cevallos of Arma- 
ment and French Succours, 197 — 202, and forwards a 
Note thereon, 206, which is evafively replied to, 221, 225. 
Demands his PaHports ualefs certain Conditions agreed 
to, 236. Receiving noAnfwer, a fecond 'Hme requefts 
them, 238. Receives an unfatisfaftory Reply as to 
Fulfilment of the Conditions, 240. A third Time denaands 
his PafTports, 243, which not being fent, he declares, his 
Fun^lions at an end, and Intention of leaving Madrid 
without them, 245. Receives his PafTports, 246. 



Gorr, Captain, fends to Mr, Marfden an Account of taking 
Spanifh Frigate Matilda, 258, Refutation of Spanifh 
Captain's Affertion concerning, 260, . 

Gvaraiiieey no Propofals by Spain for obtaining, 2 7. 



H. 

Halhetty Governor, forwards Intelligence to Lord Hobart of 
intended Attack on the Bahamas by fome French Troops 
from St. Domingo, 297. RenKwftrates with Governor of 

'HavaBnab 



INDEX. 

Harannah on ProtefUon giTen to the Enemy; 301. For- 

ther informs on fame Subjeft, 301. 303. 
Hamottdf Captain, amres at Portfmouth with the Fama Spaniih 

Treaiiire Ship, an^ gives Information ' of Engagement of 

Fifth of Oatober, 189. 
Marrowhy^ LfOrd, InftrufUons fent by him to Mr. Frere, that he 

might gain the adlual Stateof Ports and Arfenals in Spain, 

&c. 169. Apprifes Mr. B. Frere of arming in Spanifh 

Port9, with Inftrudtions thereon^ 179. Infontts Mr. Frere 

of Engagement of Spaniih Frigates, with Explanation to 
be offered thereon, 189* Confers with M.' Anduaga on 
fiame Subje^b, 190. Receives a Note from M. Anduaga 
on Detention of Mathilde Frigate* 252. 
Hawie/bury^ Lord, InflrudUons fent by him to Mr. Frere at 
Madrid on his firft Embaffy, X . Intimates the Affairs of 
Switzerland as a probable Caufe of War with France, 5. 
Sends to Mr. Frere His Majefty^s Meffage to both Houfes 
of P^liament of Rupture with France, but fignifying His 
eameft Defire of Peace with Spain, ihld. Further in- 
ftrudts what Line of Condud Mr. Frere fhould obferve 
at Court of ' Spain, 6 — 9. Forwards fome Iriftru6tiona 
regarding French Succours, &c, with a Proteft againft, 
68. Recommends every conciliatory Mean to be ufed 
to prevent HoftiKties, but an explicit Anfwer requefted 
from Spain as to Amount of French Succours, ficc. &c. 
as cbndixcive to it, - 99^102. States the ufifriendly 
Treatment experienced by Britifli Ships in Spapifh forts, 
and Inftru6tions thereon, 102. Receives a Note from M. 
Anduaga, who attempts to ^n the Acquiefcence of 
Great Britain that Spain might fumilh France with 
Pecuniary inftead of Naval and Military Succours, 147. 
Receives another Note from the fame on the fame SubjeA, 

Htrman^ M. ConverfatioQ between, and Prince of Peace, on 
Monthly Subfidy and Payment of fome pretended Ar- 
-fe^ together with a Payment in Advance, 64. 

Hohartf 



INDEX. 

HJmrtr LonU neeives Infomation of an intended Attadk «a 
Providence and Bahama lihmds, 296, :r97. See Halkit 
waANugna. 

BunUTf Mn Conful General^ forwards two Notes to Lord 
Harrowby on Naval Armaments at Ferrol^ 185. 



Mifhot^ St, Treaty oi^ France and Spain infepare^ly con- 
ne^^ed by 'Eighth Article of^ 9. Perplexedly deSned by 
IVince of Peace, io« Explanation of, demanded by Mr. 
Freie of M. Cevallos, 13 ; who evafivdy anbrers, ly, 
Comparifonof, aad Family Compaft of J7619 by M. An- 
duaga,,4b. 

InfiruSioru to Mr. Frere on his firft Embaffy to Spain, z ; and 
what further Line of Condud to obfeive, 6* 

/fl^iA-ofiered toEngliih Officers at Corunna, 3 15. 

JL. 

Lannesy Gen, Correfpondcnoe between and Gen. BdurnonvUle, 
on Affairs of Portugal, Spain kept much in the dark con- 
cerning, 23. 

LeBrtm, M. unfatisfaAory Reply of M. CevaQos conccming hia 
Miffion, 171. 

LivreSf 6,000,000 monthly to be paid to France by Spain^ 64. 

■ -, 1,000,000 by Portugal, ibid. 

Loan of 5/500,000 Dollars negotiated at Paris, 172. 

Loutfianay Armament at Ferrol fuppofed by the American Mi- 
nifter deftined againfl, 135. 

M. 

Marine Department^ Spanifti, great Aftivity in, 98. 
Maritime Code, not permitted, on the Part of Great Britain, to 
be altered, 132. 

Mar/deo, 



t N D E X. 

t^arfienr Mr. Letter from, to Mr. Hammond on Subjeft of 

Spanifh Frigate Mathilde, 257, 
' to different Commanders in Chief con- 



cerning Detention of Spanifh Veffeb, ' noticing fome Mif« 

apprehenfion about, 389. 
Matbildej Spanifh Frigate, taken by the Medufa, Account of 

by M. Anduaga, 252 ; by Captain Gore, 260. 
Mediation of Emperor of Ruffia announced to Mr. Frere by Mp 

CevaUos, 30. 
■ , prppofed by his Catholic M^efty as an Obje6^ to 

gain Time, 32* 
Medufa: SeeMatiilde. 

Moorct Mr. in Switzerland, Inflru&ions fent to, 4. 
JUorrogbf Mr. Correfpbndence with Capt. Wallis and Gov. 

Gen. of Gallicia on Subjed, of Naiad's being refufed to 

water, &c. at Corunna, 310-^319. 



N. 

JT/^gotiaiiotif Termination of, between England and France, Ex- 
planation of demanded by Spain, 1 8. 

— ■ by France, for Monthly Subfidy of 6,000,000 Livres. 



mmm 



from Spain, with a Demand of pretended Arrears, and Pay* 
ment in Advance, 63, 64. 

for Loan of 5,000,000 Dollars, 172. 



tlelfin^ Lord, apprifed of expeAed Rupture with Spain, 99. 
Receives Inflrudtions from JLiords CommiHioners of Ad- 
miralty, 307. 

Neutral Bottoms^ new Principle of, ^endeavoured to be^adjanced 
by the French, 132. 

Neutrality of Spain^ eamefUy recommended by His Britannic 
Majefly to be fecured in event of War with France, 2. 69. 
General Inflru^Hons to Mr. Frere concerning, 6. A per* 
fed Agreement in Idea of, requifite, and the Means to be 
^ concerted with Great Britain, xo* No Statement given by 
Spain to Great Britain in Vindication of, 28. No Price 
■-\ E^ thought 



I N. I> ^v Xi 


I 

tluNtglit too gneat i)|r Prince of Feact for: 
of, 65. Infifted by Great Britaiii to be abfohflelDr )fnam« 
tMBed, and to caufe k to be refpe^ed by othen^ d9» 78. 
KomHety General, leaves Barracoa, and advan^p CP P44tp Prin^ 
cipe» 298. Meditate^ an Attack againft the Bafa^nnas, 
S99. Sl^ed in an A&ioa vrith a( FinninDbce Pin»teer» 

349- • 

JVdIse Verhidej prefented to M« Otto on Affaire ojf Svitzeiiaiid, 4, 

Nugpitf Lieut. Gen. fends Intelligence to Xjord Ifohart pf aq 

Intended Attack on Providence Xflan^i'by tke French, 296. 

Writes jointly with Sir X T. Duqkwortk to the. Gcoo^fmor 

of the Havann^ on the Prote^ion g^a tp the ^iij^my)^ 

O. 

Or«ifTw«Mr, iV4w/t for Auguft 1803, gax. 
— •— — -r for Odober 1803, 327, 

for November 1 803 ,328, 

for December 1803, 331, 

for January i|q4, 33$, 

for May 1804, 354. 

■'■ ' ■ for July i8o4t 358. 

? . > •<— r for Au^pft I;8p49 3^3? 

I ■ ' — for 06kober j 804^ 3 88, 

Officers^ Engliih, treat;ed wW> gW»t Infult at Coniiiijm J15;, 

p. 

r 

Aulas f ^>anift^ oideoed to be surmed as in Time qf War, x8p« 

Fajfports. See Frercy Mr. B. 

Peace with Spain anxioiiily de£i1^ 'kj His ipritannick M^jeftyx 

felkwf Sir Edw. apprized of expelled Rupture wkh Spain, 
99. Receives Intelligence from Mr. J. R. Frere of an 
Eacpedition about to fail :^m Fenpl} 136, 



•liWW< 



INDEX. 

fdk^t Sir £Jw. Copy of an Order from, to Captain WalHa 
cruizing off the Coafl of Spain, 308. 
' > Correfpondence between and Don Diego Contador, 

3J^ 339> J4^ 34»- 
Populace^ Spai^fh, very favourable to England, 29. 

Portugal^ His Britannick Majefty^s Defire not to be molefted^ 
8. Orest Negle6i of France to Spain concerning Affairt 
of, 33. Twenty-five thoufand French Troops intended 
for CoiiqWft of, i$, Pfcrinits the Tnwfit of French WooE. 
lens, 64.. To pay One Million of Livpe» montljly to 
France for Neutrality, Ibid* Affair^ of, negotiated by 
King of Spain with Firft Conful, 82. 

Preparations^ Naval and Military, afferted by Spain to be to 
vindicate their Neutrality, ;o6. 

Prmce ofPeaee^ cvafive Anfvver of, concerning Treaty of St. 
Ildephonfb, 9. Altercation between and French Am- 
baffador refpefling the Mafclj of French Troops to Ba- 
yonne, 27. QrderS a Camp to be formed in Caflile, 28. 
Announces a propofed J^ediation of his Catholick 
Majefty as an Objedt to gain Time, 32. Informs Mr. 
Frere of the outrageous Prbpofal of France for Pecuniary 
Succours in lieu of Contingent, ^3. Great Change of 
Temper in, 34. A9knowledge8 the Conduft of Spain to be 
the £ffe6^ of Wi^^u^efs, 6i* Complajns ofthe UncertaiQty 
qf Intentions^qf Englan<i, 140. 

PrlvaUers^ Engliih Trade much infefted by, onCoaJls ofSpairi, 
308. 

PrizeSf Purchafe and Sale o^ afferted by M Cevallos no In- 
fradion of Neutrality, 118 ; replied to by Mr. Frere, 133. 

-^ — - Ceffation of Sale of, in Spanifh1?otts; thbUght by S^anifh 

Miniftry a Condition on which their Neutrality was acknow^^ 

ledged by Great Britain, I7X. See Anrtomenis Naval. V. 

ProUft againft Permiffion of French Ti^dojps to pafs to Ferrol, 
■■ '61. . ■ -^ ' : ,. . 

providence^ Ifland of, meditated Attackjon by the FreneB, 296*. 

S^e Nugent Lieut. Gen. 
Pyrencotti to be confidered the common Frontier, 6S. 

E K 2 Jlq/femblemenJt, 
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C ■ ' • . ■ .... - 

KigeMmM «t Bayonse, Conference with Prince of Peace cQAit 

cerningf-ay.* 
JKoM^t Spomfli^ ftoppedy 98. :' 

Ref^t icmpuloiifty (hewn by Englifh Officart to Spanifli Terri- 
' tory; 62. • 
KoJkU Phaa^ Tredure Ships from, taken by Fife Engliih 

Frigates, 189. 

s. 

f- ■ 

Sacrjficef trifling and temporary, by Spain to France* williiig to 
be <;o}inivedat by Great Britain, 65 ; but if to certain £x< 
tent, a Caufe of War, 70, . # 

Saluie 0/ Guns J equal Number of, refufed by the Governor of 

'^ CorannatoCapt«Walli8,3X3, 317. 

Sowurueioif Governor of Cuba^ remonftrated with jointly by 
Gen, Nugent and Sir J. T. Duckworth, 305. 

S/oiti, Co-operation of, liable to the fimple Requifition of France, 
14. Great Negledk of France to, on Al^ris of Portugal, 25. 
Gives no Statement to Great Britain in Vindication of her 
Neutrality, 28. Conduft of, Effeft of Weaknefs, 65. 
Much difguftc^ with Brutality and Infolence of the Frenchf 
67. Negotiates wi h Firft Conful that no French Troops 
enter Spain, and on Affairs of Portugal, 82. Angrily 
demands pofitive Explanations . of Britifh Cabinet, 83. 
The moft interefted in the old Maritime Code, 133. It 

preferred by France as an ufeful Tributary to a biirden- 

fome Ally, 170, 
— — Intentions of King of, to head an Army himfelf (hould 

the French attempt a Paflage, 27. 
Statement^ none given by Spain in Vindication of her Neutrality, 

28. 
States^ independent, eflential that all ihould . unite . in refitting 

exorbitant Pretenfions of France, 4. 

Sfrachant 



\ ' 



I II D E X. 

^irachiutt Sir R, (Capt. of the Donegal) writes to Spanifh 
Captain of the Mathilde, 261. 

SuborSnationy total, of Spain to France exemplified, 105. 

Si^tfyy Report as to fuppofed Amount of, 35 ;— >a8 to real 
Amount, 6^ . Greater Injury to England than Hoftility of 
Spain, 6^. Said to be temporary by Prince of Peace» 
ibid. Proteft againft, 70. Regular Acquittance of, to 
Amount of 800,000 Dollars monthly, 172. Denied to be 
temporary by M. Cevallos, 200. Amount of, Engliih Go- 
vernment no Right to demand Explanation of, aiferted by 
M. Anduaga, 287. 

Succours J a Knowledge of Extent of, defirable, 6g* Con- 
iidered a Ground of War by Great Britain, 75. Amount 
of, denied by M. Cevallo^ to be known, 83. 

Switfterland^ Affairs of, confidered a probable Caufr> of War 
tetween England and France, 4. 



T. 

Tcmfcr, great Change of, in Prince of Peace with Mr. Frere, 34. 

Tffuriffe and Tanfa^ Privateers fitted out at, 34. 

Tcxadof Don FeUx dc, Correfpondende between and Admiral 

Cochrane, 374, 379- 
Trade, Brittfb, much annoyed by Enemy's Privateers on Coafts 

of Spain, 308. 
Trcafure Ships, Account of Engagement with, 1%^. Secret 

Orders to Lord Comwallis concerning Detention of, 368, 

380. 
Treaties, Execution of, not abfolutely indifpenfable, affirmed by j 

Princ^ of Peace, 9. 
7r^a/jf of 1761 and 1796. See Ildephon/o St. 
— — , Subsidiary, ratified, 72. 
Troops, French, Admiffion of into Spain (if not refilled) con- 

fidered by Great Britam a Ground of Wa^, 8. Arrival of 

5 fome 






1 1*" d^ i- iL\ •■.;>'■■ '' . 

nd French VSunbaffidoroMoei^ Almrtt^dopft^ 

toTinriti^ j|0irpiitrteff ilgiifliEiuf* iiputtfftAtniAlwmffL^ 

(oFerrolt i77^i79» 
l%fi!Mf9 Ilit Catliofi« B^jefty m(k<fh c&nded at Viotiiibii of 
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WkBuf Cipt. of Naiadyiiot pennhtcdta witer &c. at Coruima, 
•adCorrefpoodenoe theiwon with Gov. Gen. of Galliciai &c. 

JRiTy nominaly wiihed by Prince of Peace to be fo confideiedby 
Giwt Briuia if Spain obli^ned tojoin with France» 53. 

«^— » twofcJd» carried on by Spain agai&A Enghnd^ 20S. 

iSPkr#7»Mr. AdiiigConfuIat Porto, fends Int^gence of fitting 
out Privateers in Ports of Callicia, 308. 

K^ocBenif French, Tranfit oi, the only Article in French and 
Spai^lh Treaty relating to Portugal, 64. 
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